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In t r o d u c ed :  3/11/80
Ref er r e d :  C o m merce an d
J u d i c i a r y

BY T H E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E  
IN T H E  H O U S E  BY R E Q U E S T

H O U S E  BIL L  NO. 952

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

For a n  Act entitled: "A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to p ub l i c  u t i l i t i e s ;  and p r o v i d i n g  for

a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE I T  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S TATE O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 0 .  [ P U N I S H M E N T  AND] C I V I L  L I A B I L I T Y  FOR D A M A G E S  T O  

A U T I L I T Y  L I N E  A N D  FOR T A K I N G  U T I L I T Y  S E R V I C E  [INJURY TO, I N T E R F E R E N C E  

WITH, O R  O B S T R U C T I O N  OF T E L E G R A P H ,  T E L E P H O N E ,  E L E C T R I C,  OR GAS L I N E S ] .

A p e r s o n  is c i v i l l y  [GUILTY O F  A M I S D E M E A N O R ,  A N D  U P O N  C O N V I C T I O N  IS 

P U N I S H A B L E  BY A FINE OF N O T  M O R E  T H A N  $500, O R  BY I M P RI S O N M E N T  FOR N O T

M O R E  T H A N  SIX M O N T H S ,  OR BY BOTH, A N D  IS] l i a b l e  to the u t i l i t y  [COMPANY

O R  PERSON] w h o s e  p r o p e r t y  is d a m a g e d  [INJURED, O R  L I N E  OBS T R U C T E D , O R  

C U R R E N T  D I V E R T E D , ]  in a s u m  equal to three times the amount of the 

actual d a m a g e s  s u s t a i n e d  [,] a n d  t hree times the v a l u e  of the s e r v i c e  

t a k e n  [PRICE O F  T H E  C U R R E N T,  L I G H T ,  POWER, O R  G A S  D I V E R T E D  OR U S E D , ]  if 

h e  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  or n e g l i g e n t l y

(1) d a m a g e s [ W I L F U L L Y  A N D  M A L I C I O U S L Y  CUTS, BREAKS, O R  T H R O W S  

DOWN] a pole, tree, p i p e l i n e ,  or o t h e r  o b j e c t  u s e d  in a u t i l i t y  l i n e  [OF 

T E L E G R A P H ,  T E L E P H O N E ,  G A S  LINE, O R  S Y S T E M  FOR T H E  T R A N S M I S S I O N  O F  L I G H T  

OR P O W E R  BY U S E  O F  E L E C T R I C I T Y ,  O R  GAS BY P I P EL I N E ] ;

(2) d a m a g e s  [ W I LF U L L Y  A N D  M A L I C I O U S L Y  BREAKS, D I S P L A C E S ,  OR

INJURES] a n  I n s u l a t o r  in u s e  in th e  line [,] or damages or [ W I L F U L L Y AND

M A L I C I O U S L Y  C U T S ,  BREAKS, AND] r e m o v e s  f r o m  its insu l a t o r  any w i r e  used 

In a u t i l i t y  lin e  [FOR A N Y  O F  T H E  P U R P O S E S  S ET  F O R T H  IN (1) O F  T H I S

S E C T IO N ]i
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(3) d a m a g e s  [BY A N Y  I N T E R F E R E N C E  W I L F U L L Y  A N D  M A L I C I O U S L Y  

D E S T R O Y S ]  the i n s u l a t i o n  of the l ine [,] o r  i n t e r r u p t s  the t r a n s m i s s i o n  

of th e  s e r v i c e  [ E L E C T R I C  C U R R E N T ]  t h r o u g h  it [,] o r  d a m a g e s  [ W I L F U L L Y  

A N D  M A L I C I O U S L Y  D E S T R O Y S ]  t he  p r o t e c t i v e  w r a p p i n g  of a wat e r ,  oil, or 

gas p i p e l i n e !

(4) d a m a g e s  [ W I L F U L L Y  A N D  M A L I C I O U S L Y  I N J U R E S ,  M O L E S T S ,  O R  

D E S T R O Y S ]  p r o p e r t y  or m a t e r i a l s  [ A P P E R T A I N I N G  T O  A N Y  O F  T H E S E  L I N E S  OR] 

b e l o n g i n g  to a u t i l i t y  [ T E L E G R A P H ,  T E L E P H O N E ,  E L E C T R I C  L I G H T  O R  P O W E R  

C O M P A N Y ,  OR G A S  C O M P A N Y ] ;

(5) [ W I L F U L L Y  A N D  M A L I C I O U S L Y ]  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  the u s e  of a 

u t i l i t y  [ T E L E G R A P H ,  T E L E P H O N E ,  E L E C T R I C  L I G H T  O R  P O W E R  L I N E  OR GAS ]  

line, o r  o b s t r u c t s  or p o s t p o n e s  the t r a n s m i s s i o n  of s e r v i c e  o v e r  a u t i­

lity [A M E S S A G E  O V E R  A T E L E G R A P H  O R  T E L E P H O N E ]  l ine [,] or p r o c u r e s  or 

a d v i s e s  d a m a g e  [INJURY, I N T E R F E R E N C E ,  O R  O B S T R U C T I O N ]  t o  any u t i l i t y  

[ T E L EGRAPH, T E L E P H O N E ,  E L E C T R I C  L I G H T ,  P O W E R  OR GAS] line;

(6) [ W I L F U L L Y  A N D  M A L I C I O U S L Y ]  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  or a l t e r s  a 

m e t e r  or o t h e r  d e v i c e  for the m e a s u r i n g  of s e r v i c e  f r o m  a u t i l i t y  [ C U R­

RENT, POW E R ,  O R  G AS]j or

(7) w i t h o u t  th e  p e r m i s s i o n  of t h e  u t i l i t y  t akes s e r v i c e  f r o m  

the u t i l i t y  [ A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  O W N E R  D I V E R T S ,  U S E S ,  OR A P P R O P R I A T E S  A 

M E S S A G E  O R  C U R R E N T ]  o r  t aps a w i r e  or line u s e d  for the t r a n s m i s s i o n  of 

s e r v i c e  [ M E S S A G E S ,  C U R R E N T ,  P O W E R  O R  G AS,] o r  p r o c u r e s  or a d v i s e s  this 

to b e  done.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 2 . 2 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

Sec. 4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 2 .  P R E S U M P T I O N  F R O M  U S E  O F  N O N M E T E R E D  U T I L I T Y  S E R ­

VICE. It is p r e s u m e d  t h a t  a p e r s o n  i n t e n d e d  to d e p r i v e  a u t i l i t y  of 

c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  s e r v i c e  f r o m  t he  u t i l i t y  if

(1) t h e  p e r s o n  p o s s e s s e s  or h a s  a c c e s s  to a u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e  

m e t e r i n g  d e v i c e  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h ,  a v oi d e d ,  or a l t e r e d  to
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i n h i b i t  or p r e v e n t  t h e  a c c u r a t e  m e a s u r e m e n t  of u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e  w i t h o u t  

t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  u t i l i t y  o r  the p e r s o n  h a s  a c c e s s  to a u t i l i t y  l ine  

w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  t a p p e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  of th e  u t i l i t y ;  a n d

(2) t h e  p e r s o n  e n j o y s  the u s e  or r e c e i v e s  t h e  b e n e f i t  of the 

u n m e t e r e d  u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e .

S e c .  4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 4 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In A S  4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 0  - 4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 4

(1) " u t i l i t y "  m e a n s  a p u b l i c ,  p r i v a t e ,  or o t h e r  t y p e  of 

c o r p o r a t i o n ,  c o m p a n y ,  i n d i v i d u a l ,  or a s s o c i a t i o n  of i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h e i r  

l e s s e e s ,  t r u s t e e s ,  o r  r e c e i v e r s  tha t  o wns, o p e r a t e s ,  m a n a g e s ,  o r  c o n­

tro l s  a pl a nt ,  p i p e l i n e  o r  s y s t e m  for

(A) f u r n i s h i n g  e l e c t r i c a l  s e r v i c e  to t h e  p u b l i c  for 

c o m p e n s a t i o n ;

(B) f u r n i s h i n g  ca b l e  t e l e v i s i o n ,  t e l e p h o n e ,  or t e l e­

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s e r v i c e  to t h e  p u b l i c  for c o m p e n s a t i o n ;

(C) f u r n i s h i n g  w a t e r ,  se w e r ,  or s t e a m  s e r v i c e  t o  the 

p u b l i c  for c o m p e n s a t i o n ;  a n d

(D) f u r n i s h i n g  oil or n a t u r a l  or m a n u f a c t u r e d  g a s  to the 

p u b l i c  for c o m p e n s a t i o n ;

(2) " s e r v i c e "  m e a n s  a c o m m o d i t y ,  p r o d u c t ,  use, f a c i l i t y ,  

c o n v e n i e n c e  or o t h e r  f o r m  o f  s e r v i c e  w h i c h  is o f f e r e d  a n d  p r o v i d e d  b y  a 

u t i l i t y  r e g u l a t e d  o r  c e r t i f i c a t e d  by th e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m­

m i s s i o n  u n d e r  A S  4 2 . 0 5  for th e  c o n v e n i e n c e  a n d  n e c e s s i t y  of t h e  p u b l i c .

* Sec. 3. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  0 1 . 1 0 . -  

0 7 0 ( c ) .
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