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BY  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  R E G I O N A L
IN T H E  H O U S E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  CS FO R  CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 947 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  an  A c t  e n t i t l ed :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l i e s  a n d  a m e n d i n g  the

a p p o r t i o n m e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of c h a r t e r s  o f  u n i f i e d  

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s :  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S KA :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 2 9 . 1 3 . 1 0 0 ( 3 )  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

(3) AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 1  ( b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  c o m p o s i t i o n  an d  a p p o r t i o n­

me n t ) ,  an d AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 4 0  - 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 5 0  ( b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  m e m b e r s )

* Sec. 2. AS 2 9 . 1 8 . 0 5 0 ( 4 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(4) c o m p o s i t i o n  a n d  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  of the a s s e m b l y  or c o u n c i l  

t, B U T  THE N U M B E R  O F  M E M B E R S  O F  A B O R O U G H  A S S E M B L Y  M A Y  N O T  E X C E E D  11];

* Sec. 3. AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 1 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) T h e a s s e m b l y  of a n e w l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  b o r o u g h  is, a f t e r  i n c o r­

p o r a t i o n  a n d  u n t i l  the a d o p t i o n  of a n  o r d i n a n c e  p r o v i d i n g  for a c h a n g e  

in c o m p o s i t i o n  or a p p o r t i o n m e n t ,  c o m p o s e d  of the n u m b e r  of m e m b e r s  a n d  

a p p o r t i o n e d  as set out in th e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  p e t i t i o n  a p p r o v e d  b y  the 

vote r s .  If the b o r o u g h  is a l r e a d y  i n c o r p o r a t e d ,  the a s s e m b l y  s ha l l  b e  

c o m p o s e d  a n d  a p p o r t i o n e d  i n  a m a n n e r  t h a t  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the r e q u i r e ­

me n t s  of this s e c t i o n  [AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 3 ]  a n d  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  c h a r t e r  or o r d i n­

an c e  .

* Sec. 4. AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 1  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(d) A m e m b e r  of the a s s e m b l y  of a b o r o u g h  m a y  n o t  be e l e c t e d  or 

a p p o i n t e d  b y  an d  f r o m  the c o u n c i l  of a c it y  in th e  b o r o u g h .

* Sec. 5. AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 5 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) W i t h i n  two [NOT L A T E R  T H A N  J U L Y  31, 1981, A N D  T H E R E A F T E R
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W I T H I N  FOUR] m o n t h s  a f t e r  the o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  of a f e d e r a l  d e c e n n i a l  

cens u s ,  the b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  shall d e t e r m i n e  a n d d e c l a r e  b y  r e s o l u t i o n  

if the e x i s t i n g  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  of the a s s e m b l y  m e e t s  the a p p l i c a b l e  

s t a n d a r d s  of AS 2 9 . 2 3 , 0 2 1  [AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 1  - 2 9 . 2 3 .0 2 3 ] .

* S e c . 6. AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 5 (b) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) If the e x i s t i n g  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  of the b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  does not: 

m e e t  the a p p l i c a b l e  s t a n d a r d s  of AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 1  [AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 1  - 29 . 2 3. 0 2 3 ] ,  

the a s s e m b l y  s hall p r o v i d e  b y  o r d i n a n c e  for its r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t .  At the 

sa m e  time, the b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  m a y , b y  o r d i n a n c e ,  c h a n g e  the c o m p o s i t i o n  

of the a s s e m b l y .

* Sec. 7. AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 5 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) In a d d i t i o n  to p r o v i d i n g  for a p p o r t i o n m e n t  at the times r e­

q u i r e d  u n d e r  (b) of this s e ct i o n ,  the b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  s h al l  p r o v i d e  b y  

o r d i n a n c e  for its r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  an d  m a y  p r o v i d e , by o r d i n a n c e ,  for a 

c h a n g e  in its c o m p o s i t i o n  w h e n e v e r  it d e t e r m i n e s , o n  the b a s i s  of f e de r a l  

c e n s u s  r e p o r t s  or o t h e r  r e l i a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  data, t hat the e x i s t i n g  

a p p o r t i o n m e n t  does not m e e t  the s t a n d a r d s  for a p p o r t i o n m e n t  in AS 29.23. 

021. If a p e t i t i o n  s i g n e d  b y  not less t h a n  50 r e g i s t e r e d  [BOROUGH] 

v o t e r s  w h o  are r e s i d e n t s  c ^ j t h ejb^ r o u g h  r e q u e s t s  the b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  to 

d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  the e x i s t i n g  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  m e e t s  the s t a n d a r d s  for 

a p p o r t i o n m e n t  in AS 2 9 .2 3 . 0 2 1 ,  an d  the p e t i t i o n  c o n t a i n s  e v i d e n c e  that 

the e x i s t i n g  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  do e  s n o t  iT).o et t h o s e  s t a nd a r d s ,  the a s s e m b l y  

m a y  [SHALL] m a k e  th e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d .  T h e  b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  shal

m a k e  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  b y  this s u b s e c t i o n  w i t h i n  two m o n t h s  of 

r e c e i p t  of a p e t i t i o n  w h i c h  m e e t s  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of this s u b s e c t i o n « 

* Sec. 8. AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 5 ( e )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(e) W i t h i n  s i x  [FOUR] m o n t h s  of a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  b y  the b o r o u g h  

a s s e m b l y  that the c u r r e n t  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  does not m e e t  the s t a n d a r d s  oi 

A S  2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 1  [AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 1  - 2 9 . 23 . 0 2 5 ] ,  the b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  shall
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a d o p t  a n  o r d i n a n c e  p r o v i d i n g  for r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t ,  a n d  s u b m i t  t h e  o r d i­

na n c e  to the vote rs .  If, at the e n d  of the  s i x - m o n t h  [ F O U R - M O N T H ]  time  

p e r i o d ,  an o r d i n a n c e  p r o v i d i n g  for r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  ha s  n o t  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  

b y  the v o t e r s , the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  an d 

R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  the s t a n d a r d s  of AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 1  [AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 1  - 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 3 ]  b y  p r e p a r­

ing an o r d e r  of r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  an d  d e l i v e r i n g  th e o r d e r  to the b o r o u g h  

m a y o r .

* Sec. 9. AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 5 ( f )  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

(f) A r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  o r d i n a n c e  a p p r o v e d  b y  the v o t e r s ,  or a 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of the b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  t hat th e  s t a n d a r d s  of AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 1  

do not r e q u i r e  a c h a n g e  in a p p o r t i o n m e n t ,  m a y  b e  a p p e a l e d  to the c o m m i s­

si o n e r  of the  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  and  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s .  F i f t y  

r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  w h o  are r e s i d e n t s  of the b o r o u g h  m a y  s u b m i t  a p e t i t i o n  

to the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o m m u n i t y  a n d  r e g i o n a l  a f f a i r s  r e q u e s t i n g  the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  to d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  the p r o p o s e d  r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  o r d i n a n c e  

a p p r o v e d  b y  the v o t e r s  m e e t s  the s t a n d a r d s  of AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 1 ,  or w h e t h e r  a 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of the b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  that th e  s t a n d a r d s  of AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 1  

do no t  r e q u i r e  a c h a n g e  of a p p o r t i o n m e n t  is c o r r e c t .  If the p e t i t i o n  

ask s the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o m m u n i t y  a n d  r e g i o n a l  a f f a i r s  to r e v i e w  a n  

o r d i n a n c e  a p p r o v e d  b y  the v o t e r s  u n d e r  (e) of this s e c t i o n ,  th e  p e t i t i o n  

s hall be d e l i v e r e d  to the c o m m i s s i o n e r  not l a t e r  t h a n  20 days a f t e r  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of the e l e c t i o n .  If t h e  p e t i t i o n  asks t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of 

c o m m u n i t y  a n d  r e g i o n a l  a f f a i r s  to r e v i e w  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of the b o r o u g h  

a s s e m b l y  u n d e r  (c) of this s e c t i o n ,  the p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  be d e l i v e r e d  to 

the c o m m i s s i o n e r  w i t h i n  20 days of the d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of the b o r o u g h  

a s s e m b l y .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o m m u n i t y  and  r e g i o n a l  a f f a i r s  s hall 

r e v i e w  the p e t i t i o n  a n d  m a y  m a k e  the d e t e r m i n a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d .  Th e

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o m m u n i t y  a n d  r e g i o n a l  a f f a i r s  is
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a d v i s o r y .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  copies of h i s  a d v i s o r y  d e t e r­

m i n a t i o n  to the p e r s o n s  p e t i t i o n i n g  for a p p e a l  and  to b o r o u g h  o f f i c i a l s  

n o t  l a t er  t h a n  60 days a f t e r  h e  r e c e i v e s  the p e t i t io n .

* S e c . 10. AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 5 (g) is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

(g) A  c h a n g e  in a s s e m b l y  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  or c o m p o s i t i o n  u n d e r  this 

s e c t i o n  is e f f e c t i v e  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  the f i r s t r e g u l a r  e l e c t i o n  for 

m e m b e r s  of the a s s e m b l y  w h i c h  is h e l d  m o r e  t h a n  60 days a f t e r  the later 

o f :

(1) a p p r o v a l  Gif tziis r e a p p o r t i o n m e  nt o r d i n a n c e  b y  the voters 

u n d e r  (e) of this sectionj or

(2) th e d e l i v e r y  to th e  m a y o r  of the r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  o r d e r  of 

the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o m m u n i t y  a n d  r e g i o n a l  a f f a i r s u n d e r  (e) of this 

s e c t i o n  [F O L L O W S  A P P R O V A L  O F  A R E A P P O R T I O N M E N T  O R D I N A N C E ] .

* Sec. 11. AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 5  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n s  to read:

(h) E a c h  of the f o l l o w i n g  is s u b j e c t  to j u d i c i a l  review:

(1) a r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  o r d i n a n c e  a p p r o v e d  b y  the v o t e r s  u n d e r

(e) of this s e c t i o n;

/  o  \  -  J  „  4---------------  S . - . J  1-----  JU .1-----1---------------------- 1 _   1- i    -1 . . .  /  - V .  . a  J  „\£.; a ucLCi.uti.uaui.uu uy uuti UUlUUgli ctS SfcUUU X y UllUei ) Ui LUJLB

s e c t i o n  that the s t a n d a r d s  of AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 1  do not r e q u i r e  a c h a n g e  in 

a p p o r t i o n m e n t ;  a n d

(3) a r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  o r d e r  of the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o m m u n i t y  

a n d  r e g i o n a l  a f f a i r s  m a d e  u n d e r  (e) of this section.

(i) T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of (g) of this s e c t i o n  do no t  a p p l y  to a 

b o r o u g h  in w h i c h  a c h a n g e  in a s s e m b l y  c o m p o s i t i o n  or a p p o r t i o n m e n t  is 

s u b j e c t  to r e v i e w  and a p p r o v a l  or d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of n o n o b j e c t i o n  b y  the 

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  u nd e r  th e  V o t i n g  R i g h t s  Act  of 

1965, as a m e n d e d , (42 U . S . C .  1971 - 1974). A c h a n g e  in a s s e m b l y  c o m­

p o s i t i o n  or a p p o r t i o n m e n t  s u b j e c t  to r e v i e w  u n d e r  the V o t i n g  R i g h t s  A c t 

of 1965, as a m e n d e d , is e f f e c t i v e  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  the f i r s t  r e g u l a r
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e l e c t i o n  for m e m b e r s  of the a s s e m b l y  w h i c h  is h e l d  m o r e  t h a n  60 days 

a f t e r

(1) r e c e i p t  b y  th e  b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  of a p p r o v a l  b y  the 

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  of the p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e  in the 

c o m p o s i t i o n  or a p p o r t i o n m e n t  of th e  a s s e m b l y ;

(2) r e c e i p t  b y  the b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  of a s t a t e m e n t  of n o n ­

o b j e c t i o n  f r o m  th e A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  to the p r o p o s e d  

c h a n g e  in the c o m p o s i t i o n  or a p p o r t i o n m e n t  of the a s s e m b l y ;  or

(3) the last da y  o n  w h i c h  th e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  of the U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  m a y  r e v i e w  a p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e  in the c o m p o s i t i o n  or a p p o r t i o n m e n t  

of the ass em b l y .

(j ) T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of this s e c t i o n  a p p l y  o n l y  to a h o m e  r u l e  or 

g e n e r a l  la w  b o r o u g h .

* Sec. 12. AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 4 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 4 0 .  R E G U L A R  T E R M  O F  O F F I C E .  _£aj_ A s s e m b l y m e n  are 

s e l e c t e d  for t h r e e - y e a r  t e r ms  an d  u n t i l  t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r s  are s e l e c t e d  

a n d  h a v e  q u a l i f i e d ,  u n l e s s  d i f f e r e n t  t e r m s  no t  e x c e e d i n g  fou r  y e a r s  are 

p r e s c r i b e d  b y  b o r o u g h  c h a r t e r  or o r d i n a n c e .  E x c e p t  w h e n  o t h e r w i s e  r e­

q u i r e d  by a c h a n g e  of a p p o r t i o n m e n t ,  if th e  t e r m  of an a s s e m b l y m a n  is 

c h a n g e d  b y  c h a r t e r  or o r d i n a n c e ,  the t e r m  of a n  a s s e m b l y m a n  h o l d i n g  

o f f i c e  at the t i m e  the c h a n g e  takes e f f e c t  is n o t  a f f e c t e d  b y  that 

c h a n g e .

(b) T h e  r e g u l a r  t e r m  of o f f i c e  b e g i n s  on the f i r s t  M o n d a y  f o l l o w­

ing c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of the e l e c t i o n , u n l e s s  a d i f f e r e n t  d a t e  is p r e s c r i b e d  

b y  b o r o u g h  c h a r t e r  or o r d i n a n c e . [THE C U R R E N T  T E R M  O F  I N C U M B E N T  A S ­

S E M B L Y M E N  M A Y  N O T  BE A L T E R E D  U N D E R  T H I S  S E C T I O N . ]

(c) T h i s  s e c t i o n  a p p l i e s  to h o m e  r u l e  a n d  g e n e r a l  la w  b o r o u g h s .

* Sec. 13. AS 2 9 . 6 8 . 3 5 0 ( a ) ( 2 )  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

(2) p r o v i s i o n s  for
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(A) the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of s e r v i c e  areas 5 and

(B) the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of d i s t r i c t s  or s e c t i o n s  for the

e l e c t i o n  of m e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y  of the u n i f i e d  m u n i c i­

pality*, if e l e c t i o n  of m e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y  is n o t 

a r e a w i d e , a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  b y  w h i c h  to r e a p p o r t i o n  the e l e c t i o n  

d i s t r i c t s  or s e c t i o n s  5

* S e c . 14. AS 29. 2 3 . 0 2 3  is r e p e a l e d .

* Sec. 15. S e c t i o n s  1 - 11, 13, a n d  14 of this Act tak e  e f f e c t  J a n u a r y  1,

1981.

* S e c . 16. S e c t i o n s  12, 15 a n d  16 of this Act take e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in 

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 01.10. 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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