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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  and O f f e r e d :  4 / 1 0 / 8 0
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

BY T H E  HEAL T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  AN D  
IN T H E  H O U S E  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

CS FOR H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 936 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BIL L

For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g

for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  F I N D I N G S  A N D  INTE N T .  (a) The l e g i s l a t u r e  finds 

th a t  there is an i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r  of p e r s o n s  in the s t a t e  who, a f t e r  h a v i n g  

f u l f i l l e d  the role of h o m e m a k e r  for a n u m b e r  of y e a r s  of their life, f i n d  

t h e m s e l v e s  " d i s p l a c e d "  t h r o u g h  the d e a t h  of a spou s e,  d i v o r c e , s e p a r a t i o n ,  

d e s e r t i o n ,  or loss of fa m i l y  income. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  finds tha t  d i s p l a c e d  

h o m e m a k e r s  are o f t e n  w i t h o u t  a n y s o u r c e  of inco m e ,  f a c e  c o n t i n u i n g  d i s­

c r i m i n a t i o n  in e m p l o y m e n t  b e c a u s e  the y  f r e q u e n t l y  h a v e  no r e c e n t  w o r k  e x ­

p e r i e n c e  a n d  m a y  be o l d e r  tha n  o t h e r  a p p l i c a n t s  for e m p l o y m e n t ,  a r e  s u b j e c t  

to h i g h  r a t e s  of u n e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  are i n e l i g i b l e  for u n e m p l o y m e n t  i n s u r a n c e  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  e n g a g e d  in u n p a i d  l a b o r  in the home, m a y  lie i n e l i g i b l e  

f o r  c a t e g o r i c a l  w e l f a r e  a s s i s t a n c e ,  are i n e l i g i b l e  for social s e c u r i t y  if 

t h e y  have b e e n  d i v o r c e d  f r o m  the f a m i l y  w a g e  e a r n e r ,  m a y  h a v e  l o s t  t h e i r  

ri g h t s  as b e n e f i c i a r i e s  u nder e m p l o y e r s '  p e n s i o n  and  h e a l t h  p l a n s  t h r o u g h  

d e a t h  of a s p o u s e  or d i v o r c e  d e s p i t e  the c o n t r i b u t i o n  of y e a r s  to the w e l l ­

b e i n g  of the f a m i l y ,  and ma y  be i n e l i g i b l e  for M e d i c a i d  a n d u n a b l e  to p u r ­

ch a s e  p r i v a t e  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  b e c a u s e  of a g e  a n d  l a c k  of i n c o m e .  T h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  f u r t h e r  finds that h o m e m a k e r s  a r e  a n  u n r e c o g n i z e d  p a r t  of the 

w o r k  f or c e  of the s t a t e  w h o  h a v e  m a d e  a n  i n v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the

w e l f a r e  o f  s o c i e t y .

(b) It is t h e  i n t e n t  of this Act to

(1) p r o v i d e  the n e c e s s a r y  c o u n s e l i n g ,  a p t i t u d e  t e s t i n g ,  t r a i n i n g ,
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e m p l o y m e n t  p l a c e m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  an d  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  for d i s p l a c e d  h o m e­

m a k e r s  t h r o u g h  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d 

b y  u s i n g  a n d  e x p a n d i n g  e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  p r o g r a m s ;

(2) i m p r o v e  the h e a l t h  a n d  w e l f a r e  of this g r o w i n g  g r o u p  of m e m­

b e r s  of t h e  c o m m u n i t y ;  an d

(3) a s s i s t  d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s  in a c h i e v i n g  i n d e p e n d e n c e  and 

e c o n o m i c  s e c u r i t y  v i t a l  to a p r o d u c t i v e  life.

* Sec. 2. AS 47 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  90. D I S P L A C E D  H O M E M A K E R S .

Sec. 4 7 . 9 0 . 0 1 0 .  P R O G R A M  E S T A B L I S H E D .  (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  in 

c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  s t a t e  an d  local g o v e r n m e n t a l  a g e n c i e s ,  c o m m u n i t y  

g r o u p s ,  and g r o u p s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s ,  m a y

(1) c o n t r a c t  w i t h  p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

for m u l t i p u r p o s e  s e r v i c e  c e n t e r s  for d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s ;  and

(2) a s s i s t  in the e x p a n s i o n  of e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  p r o g r a m s  

t h r o u g h  r e i m b u r s a b l e  s e r v i c e  a g r e e m e n t s .

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r e s c r i b i n g  the 

s t a n d a r d s  to be m e t  b y  e a c h  m u l t i p u r p o s e  s e r v i c e  c e n t e r  for d i s p l a c e d  

h o m e m a k e r s  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the p o l i c i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in this c h a p t e r .

(c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a c o n t r a c t  p r o c u r e m e n t  p r o­

ce s s  that i n s u r e s  f r e e  and o p e n  c o m p e t i t i o n  for p r o g r a m s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  

t h i s  c h a p t e r .  P u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  an d  s t a t e  

a g e n c i e s  m a y  p r o v i d e  the s e r v i c e s  l i s t e d  in AS 4 7 . 9 0 . 0 2 0 .

Sec. 4 7 . 9 0 . 0 2 0 .  M U L T I P U R P O S E  S E R V I C E  C E N T E R S .  A m u l t i p u r p o s e  

s e r v i c e  c e n t e r  for d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 9 0 . 0 1 0  

m a y  p r o v i d e  the f o l l o w i n g  s e r v i c e s :

(1) j o b  c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  s h a l l

(A) b e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e s i g n e d  f o r  d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s ;  

<B) c o u n s e l  d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s  r e g a r d i n g  job o p p o r -  
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tunities; and

(C) c o n s i d e r  and b uild o n  the skills and e x p e r i e n c e  of a 

h o m e m a k e r  and e m p h a s i z e  job r e a d i n e s s  as well as skill d e v e l o p m en t ;

(2) job t r a i n i n g  an d  job p l a c e m e n t  s e r v i c e s  which s hall

(A) e m p h a s i z e  s h o r t - t e r m  training p r o g r a m s  w hich expand 

upo n h o m e m a k i n g  skills and v o l u n t e e r  e x p e r i e n c e  an d  which lead to 

g ainful em p l o y me n t ;

(R) deve l o p  through c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  state and local 

g o v e r n m e n t  agenci e s  a n d  private e m p l o y e r s  t r a i n i n g  and p l a c e m e n t  

p r o g ra m s  for jobs in the public and private sector;

(C) assist d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s  in g a i n i n g  a d m i s s i o n  to 

e x i s t i n g  public and p r i v a t e  j o b - t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

i nc l u d i n g v o c a t i o n al  educa t i o n , r e e n t r y  into s e c o n d a r y  and p o s t­

sec o n d a r y  education, a n d  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  t r a i n i n g  programs; and

(D) assist in i d e n t i f y i n g  c o m mu n i t y  needs and c r e a t i n g  

n e w  jobs, in c l u d i n g  n o n t r a d i t i o n a l  o c c u pa t i o n s ,  for d i s p l a c e d 

h o m e m a k e r s  in the p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  sector;

(3) h e a l t h  c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e s  i n cluding referral to e x is t i n g  

h e a l t h  p r o grams wit h  r e s p e c t  to

(A) general p r i n c ip l e s  of p r e v e n t i v e  health care;

(B) h e al t h  care c o ns u m e r  education, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in the 

s e l e c t io n  of p h y s i c i a n s  and hea l t h  care s e r v i c e s  including health 

m a i n t e n a n c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and h e a l t h  insurance;

(C) me n t a l  h e a l t h  care and t r a n s i t i o n a l  counseling;

(D) family h e a l t h  care and nutri t io n ;

(E) alcoh o l  and drug abuse; and

(F) other r e l a t e d  h e a l t h  care m a t t e r s ;

(4) fin a nc i a l  m a n a g e m e n t  s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  prov i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  r e l a t i n g  to insurance, taxes, es t a t e  an d  probate matters,
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mortg a ge s ,  loans, .and r e l a t e d  financial m a t t e r s ;

(5) e d u c a t i o n a l  se r v i c e s  i n c l u d i n g

(A) i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l ating to courses o f f e r i n g  cr e d i t  

t h r o u g h  s e c o n d a r y  or p o s t s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  and r e e n t r y  

pro g r a m s,  i n c l u d i n g  b i l i n g u a l  p r o g r a m s  if a p p r o p r i a t e ,  and i n f o r­

ma t i o n  re la t i n g  to the a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  financial a s s i s t a n c e ;  and

(Ii) i n f o r m a t i o n  about o t h e r  programs of b e n e f i t  to 

d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s ;

(6) legal c o u n s e l i n g  and r ef e r r a l  services; and

(7) i n f o r m a t i o n  se r v i c e s  with resp e c t  to federal and s t a t e  

e m p l oy m e n t ,  educ a t i on ,  health, public a s s i s t a n c e ,  and unemployment: 

as s i s t a n c e  p r o gr a m s  which the c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e termines to be of b e n e f i t  

to d i s p l a c e d  ho m e m a ke r s .

Sec. 4 7 . 9 0 . 0 3 0 .  E M P L O Y M E N T  OF D I S P L A C E D  HO M E M A KE R S .  Th e  staff 

p o s itions of m u l t i p u r p o s e  c e n t e r s  e s t a b l i s h e d  under AS 47.90 . 0 1 0 ,  i n­

cluding s u p e r v i s o r y ,  t e c h n i ca l  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s ,  shall to 

the m a x i m u m  extent p o s s i b l e  be filled by d i s p l ac e d  h o m e m a k e r s .

Sec. 4 7 . 90 . 0 4 0 .  C O N S U L T A T I O N  AND C O O R D I N A T I O N .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

shall c o n s u l t  and c o o p e r a t e  wit h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and Social 

S ervices; the D e p a r t m e n t  of Education, i n c l u d i n g  the d i v i s i o n  of v o c a­

tional r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ;  the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alaska, c o m m u n i t y  co l l e g e s  a n d  

o ther c o l l e g e s  as a p p ro p r i a t e ;  the D e p a r t m e n t  of La b o r ,  i n c l u d i n g  the 

di v ision of e m p l o y m e n t  sec u ri t y ;  and o t h e r  persons or a g e n c i e s  w h i c h  the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  c o n s i d er s  a p p r o p r i a t e  in the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of this c h a p­

ter.

Sec. 4 7 . 9 0 . 0 5 0 .  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  OF D I S P L A C E D  HO M E M A K E R S .  Th e  c o m­

mi s s i o n e r  shall a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  under w h i c h  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  

c e r t i f y  i n d i v i d u a l s  as d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s  for the p u r p o s e s  of this 

chapter.
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Sec. 4 7 . 9 0 . 0 6 0 .  S T A T E  E M P L O Y M E N T  A S S I S T A N C E .  C o n t r a c t o r s  

o p e r a t i n g  p r o g r a m s  u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 9 0 . 0 1 0  shall, to t h e  m a x i m u m  e x t e n t  p o s ­

sible, p r o v i d e  d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s  w i t h  a s s i s t a n c e  in q u a l i f y i n g  o n 

s tate e m p l o y m e n t  r e g i s t e r s  u n d e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n e r .

Sec. 4 7 . 9 0 . 0 7 0 .  R E G U L A T I O N S .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  a d o p t  r e g u l a­

tions to i m p l e m e n t  this c h a p t e r .

Sec. 4 7 . 9 0 . 0 8 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In this c h a p t e r

(1) " a g e n c y "  m e a n s  a d e p a r t m e n t  or a g e n c y  of the s t a t e  or a 

m u n i c i p a l i t y  of t h e  state;

(2) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o m m u n i t y  a n d  

r e g i o n a l  a f f a i r s ;

(3) " d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  w h o

(A) has b e e n  a h o m e m a k e r  d e p e n d e n t  on  the i n c o m e  of a 

f a m i l y  m e m b e r  for at l e a s t  s i x  years; a n d

(B) has e n c o u n t e r e d  d i f f i c u l t y  in f i n d i n g  e m p l o y m e n t .

* Sec. 3. T h i s  Ac t takes e f f e c t  J a n u a r y  1, 1981.
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