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Introduced: 3/6/80
Referred: H e a l t h ,E d u c a t i o n  & 

S o c i a l  S e r v i c es

IN THE HOUSE

RY TH E  H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  AND 
S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  BILL NO. 936 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESS I O N 

A RILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s ;  and p r o v i d i n g

for an e f f e c t i v e  da t e . "

BE IT ENAC T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  FINDINGS AND INTENT. (a) T h e  l e g i s l at u r e  finds 

that there is an i n c r e a s i n g  nu m b e r  of pers o n s  in the state who, after h a v i n g  

fulfil Led the role of h o m e m a k e r  for a number of years of their life, find 

t h e m s e l v e s  " d i s p l a c e d "  through the death of a spouse, d i v orce, s e p a r a t i o n ,  

desertion, or loss of family income. The l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that d i s p l a c e d  

h o m e m a k e r s  are o f t e n  w i t h o u t  any source of income, face c o n t i n u i n g  d i s c r i m i n a­

tion in employment b e c a u s e  they fr equently h a v e  no recent work, e x p e r i e n c e  and 

may be older than o t h e r  a p p l i c a n t s  for e mp l o y m e n t ,  are s u b j e c t  to h i g h  rates 

of u n e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  are i n e l i g i b l e  for u n e m p l o y m e n t  i n s u r a n c e  b e c a u s e  t hey 

have b ee n  e n g a g e d  in unpaid labor in the home, may be ineli g i b l e  for c a t e­

gorical w e l f a r e  a ss i s t a n c e ,  are inel i g i b l e  for social s e c u r i t y  if t h e y  h a v e  

b e e n  d i v orced f r o m  the family wage earner, m a y  have lost their rights as 

b e n e f i c i a r i e s  u n d e r  e m ployers' pens i o n  and h e a l t h  plans t h r o u g h  d e a t h  of a 

s pouse or d i v o r c e  d e s p i t e  the c o n t r i b u t i o n  of years to the w e l l - b e i n g  of the 

family, and m a y  lie i n e l i g i b l e  for M e d i c a i d  a n d  unable to p u r ch a s e  p r i v a t e

h e a l t h  i n s ur a n c e  b e c a u s e  of age and lack of income. Th e l e g i s l a t u r e  /further
\

finds that h o m e m a k e r s  are an u n r e c o g n i z e d  p a r t  of the w o r k  force of the state 

w h o  hav e  mad e  a n  i n v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the w e l f a r e  of society.

(b) It is the intent of this Act to

(1) p r o v i d e  the n e c e s s a r y  c o u n s e l i n g ,  t r aining, e m p l o y m e n t  p l a c e­

ment, and o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  for d i s p l ac e d  h o m e m a k e r s ;
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(2) i m p r o v e  the h e a l t h  a n d  w e l f a r e  of t his g r o w i n g  g r o u p  of m e m­

be r s  of the c o m m u n i t y !  and

(3) p r o v i d e  d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s  w i t h  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  e c o n o m i c  

s e c u r i t y  v i t a l  to a p r o d u c t i v e  life.

* Sec. 2. AS 47 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  90. D I S P L A C E D  H O M E M A K E R S .

Sec. 4 7 . 9 0 . 0 1 0 .  P R O G R A M  E S T A B L I S H E D .  (a) Th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  in 

c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  s t a t e  and local g o v e r n m e n t a l  a g e n c i e s ,  c o m m u n i t y  

g r o u p s ,  a n d  g r o u p s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s ,  m a y  c o n t r a c t  

w i t h  p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  for m u l t i p u r p o s e  s e r v i c e  

c e n t e r s  for d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s .

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r e s c r i b i n g  the 

s t a n d a r d s  t o  be met b y  e ach m u l t i p u r p o s e  s e r v i c e  c e n t e r  for d i s p l a c e d  

h o m e m a k e r s  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the p o l i c i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in this c h a p t e r .

Sec. 4 7 . 9 0 . 0 2 0 .  M U L T I P U R P O S E  S E R V I C E  C E N T E R S .  A m u l t i p u r p o s e  

s e r v i c e  c e n t e r  for d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  AS  4 7 . 9 0 . 0 1 0  

m a y  p r o v i d e  the f o l l o w i n g  s e r v i c e s :

(1) job c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  s hall

(A) be s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e s i g n e d  for d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s ;

(B) c o u n s e l  d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s  r e g a r d i n g  j o b  o p p o r­

t u n i t i e s !  and

(C) c o n s i d e r  and b u i l d  o n  the skills a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  of a

h o m e m a k e r  a n d  e m p h a s i z e  job r e a d i n e s s  as wel l  as s k i l l  d e v e l o p m e n t ;

(2) job t r a i n i n g  a nd  j ob  p l a c e m e n t  s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  s h a l l

(A) e m p h a s i z e  s h o r t - t e r m  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  e x p a n d  

u p o n  h o m e m a k i n g  s k i l l s  and v o l u n t e e r  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  w h i c h  l ead to

g a i n f u l  e m p l o y m e n t !

(B) d e v e l o p  t h r o u g h  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  s t a t e  a n d  local 

g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  a n d  p r i v a t e  e m p l o y e r s  t r a i n i n g  a n d  p l a c e m e n t
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p r o g r a m s  for j o b s  in the p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  sector;

(C) a s s i s t  d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s  in g a i n i n g  a d m i s s i o n  to 

e x i s t i n g  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  j o b - t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

i n c l u d i n g  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  t r a i n i n g  p r o­

gr a m s ;  a n d

(D) a s s i s t  in i d e n t i f y i n g  c o m m u n i t y  n e e d s  a n d  c r e a t i n g  

n e w  j o b s  for d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s  in the p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  sect o r ;

(3) h e a l t h  c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d i n g  r e f e r r a l  to e x i s t i n g  

h e a l t h  p r o g r a m s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to

(A) g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  of p r e v e n t i v e  h e a l t h  care;

(B) h e a l t h  care c o n s u m e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in the 

s e l e c t i o n  of p h y s i c i a n s  and h e a l t h  c are s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d i n g  h e a l t h  

m a i n t e n a n c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e ;

(C) f a m i l y  h e a l t h  c a r e  a n d  n u t r i t i o n ;

(D) a l c o h o l  an d  d r u g  abuse; a n d

(E) o t h e r  r e l a t e d  h e a l t h  c a r e  m a t t e rs ;

(4) f i n a n c i a l  m a n a g e m e n t  s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n

a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  r e l a t i n g  to i n s u r a n c e ,  taxes, e s t a t e  a n d  p r o b a t e  m a t t e r s ,

m o r t g a g e s ,  loans, a n d  r e l a t e d  f i n a n c i a l  m a t t e r s ;

(5) e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d i n g

(A) i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to c o u r s e s  o f f e r i n g  cr e di t 

t h r o u g h  s e c o n d a r y  or p o s t s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  an d  r e e n t r y  

p r o g r a m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  b i l i n g u a l  p r o g r a m s  if a p p r o p r i a t e ;  a n d

(B) i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  o t h e r  p r o g r a m s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  to b e  of b e n e f i t  to d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s ;

(6) l egal c o u n s e l i n g  a n d  r e f e r r a l  s e r v i c e s ;  a n d

(7) i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to f e d e r a l  an d  s t a t e

e m p l o y m e n t ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  heal t h ,  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e ,  a n d  u n e m p l o y m e n t  

a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  t o  b e  of b e n e f i t
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to d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r s .

Sec. 47.90 . 0 3 0 .  E M P L O Y M E N T  O F  DIS P L A C E D  H O M E M A K E RS .  Th e  s t a f f 

p o s i t i o n s  of m u l t i p u r p o s e  c e n t e r s  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  AS 4 7 .9 0 . 0 1 0 ,  i n­

cl u d i n g  s u p e rv i s o r y ,  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  positions, shall to 

t he m a x i m u m  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e  be f i l l e d  by d i s p l a c e d  h omemakers.

Sec. 47.90 . 0 40 .  C O N S U L T A T I O N  A N D C O O R D I N A T I O N .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

s hall c o n s u l t  a n d  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of Health an d  Soc i a l 

S e r v i c e s ;  the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u ca t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  the d i v i s i o n  of v o c a­

tional r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ;  the U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a ,  c o m mu n i t y  c o l l e g e s  and 

o t h e r  c o l l e g e s  as a p p r o p r i a t e ;  th e  D e p a r t m en t  of Labor, i n c l u d i n g  the 

d i v i s i o n  of e m p l o y m e n t  sec u r i t y;  a n d  other p e r s o n s  or a g e n c i e s  w h i c h  the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  c o n s i d e r s  a p p r o p r i a t e  in the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of this c h a p­

ter .

Sec. 47.90 . 0 5 0.  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  OF D I S P L A C E D  H OMEMAKERS. T h e  co m­

m i s s i o n e r  shall adopt r e g u l a t i o n s  under w h i c h  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y 

c e r t i f y  i n d i v i d u a ls  as d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e rs  f o r  the p u r p o s e s  of AS 47.- 

9 0 . 0 6 0  an d  AS 4 3 . 2 0 . 0 3 7 .

Sec. 47.90.060. A S S I S T A N C E  TO A G ENCIES. The c o m m i s s i o n e r  may 

g rant to a s t a t e  a g e n c y  not to e x c e e d  30 p e r c e n t  of the first 12 months 

of the c o m p e n s a t i o n  p a i d  to a d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r  whom the a g e n c y  e m­

ploys and  tr a in s  if t h e  a g e n c y  assis t s  the d i s p l a c e d  h o m e m a k e r  in o b­

t a i n i n g  p e r m a n e n t  e m p l o y m e n t .

Sec. 4 7 . 9 0 . 07 0 .  R E G U L A T I O N S .  The c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  a d o pt  r e g u l a­

tions to i m p l e m e n t  t h i s  chapter.

Sec. 4 7 . 9 0 . 0 8 0.  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In this c h a p t e r

(1) " a g e n c y "  m ea n s  a depar t me n t  o r  agency of the s t a t e  or a 

m u n i c i p a l i t y  of the state;

(2) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o m m u n i t y  and 

r e g i o n a l  affairs;

_4_ H B  936
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(3) "disp l a c e d h o m e m a k e r "  m e a n s  a pe r s o n  who

(A) has w o r k e d  with o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  as a h o m e m a k e r  for 

at least six years;

(B) has b e e n  d e p e nd e n t  on the income of a family m e m b e r  

and h a s lost that income; and

(C) has e n c o u n t e r e d  d i f f i c u l t y  in f i n d i n g  em pl o y m e n t .

* Sec. 3. AS 43.20 is a m e n d e d  b y  adding a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 43.20.037. D I S P L A C E D  H O M E M A K E R  CREDITS. For pu r p o s e s  of 

c a l c u l a t i n g  the income tax p a y a b l e  u n d er  this chapter, the t a x p a y e r  m a y  

a pply as a credit against h i s  tax l i a b i l i t y  30 perc e n t  of the f irst 12 

months of c o m p e n s a t i o n  p a i d  e a c h  p e r s o n  cer t i f i e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of 

c o m m u n i t y  and regional a f f a i r s  to be a d i s p l a ce d  h o m e m a k e r  and e m p l o y e d  

and t r a i n e d  by the t a x p a y e r  u n d e r  r e g u l a t i o ns  of the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of 

c o m m u n i t y  and regional a f f a ir s .

* Sec. 4. This Act takes e f f e c t  July 1, 1981.
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