
1

2

3

4

el

6

7 !

8

9

10

11

17

13

14

1B

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

20

r

I n t r o d u c e d :  3/4/80
R e f e r r e d :  C o m m e r c e  a n d
F i n a n c e

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY T H E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  BILL NO. 934 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S TATE O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND S E S S I O N  

A BILL

For an Act ent it l e d :  "An Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  in

the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ;  

t r a n s f e r r i n g  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  and d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  

f u n c t i o n s  to those d i v i s io n s ;  a n d  c h a n g i n g  the n a m e  of 

the d e p a r t m e n t  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  and T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for 

an e f f e c t i v e  da te . "

BE  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  ALAS K A:

* S e c t i o n  1. I N T E N T  A N D  PU R P O S E .  Th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  finds an d  d e c l a r e s  that

(1) a d e q u a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f a c i l i t i e s  and s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  

at r e a s o n a b l e  an d  a f f o r d a b l e  r ates are e s s e n t i a l  to the c o n d u c t  of g o v e r n­

ment, c o m m e r c e  a n d  p r i v a t e  life and that these f a c i l i t i e s  and s e r v i c e s  s h o u l d  

b e  a v a i l a b l e ,  to the e x t e n t  p o s s i bl e ,  to all a g e n c i e s  and c i t i z e n s  of the 

s t a t e  r e g a r d l e s s  of l ocation;

(2) the g e n e r a t i o n ,  p r o c e s s i n g ,  e x c h a n g e  a n d  use of i n f o r m a t i o n  

h a v e  b e c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  v i t a l  e l e m e n t s  of social, e c o no m i c ,  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  

g o v e r n m e n t  p r o c e s s e s ,  and c o n s t i t u t e  bo t h  an i n t e g r a l  part of and an e s s e n­

tial e l e m e n t  in s u p p o r t  of t h o s e  p r o ce s s e s ;

(3) t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m a y  o f t e n  o ffer the o nl y  e f f e c t i v e  a l t e r­

n a t i v e  to t i m e - c o n s u m i n g  an d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  e x p e n s i v e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of p e r s o n s  

a n d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e y  p o s s e s s ;

(4) c u r r e n t  a n d  p r o j e c t e d  public, b u s i n e s s  and g o v e r n m e n t  n e e d s  

fo r  a d d i t i o n a l  a n d  e n h a n c e d  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  an d  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  a n d  

e q u i p m e n t  are h i g h l y  d i v e r s e ,  r e f l e c t i n g  the i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o m p l e x  and i n t e r -
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a c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  of the s o c i a l  and e c o n om i c  systems and i n s t i t u t i o n s  of the 

state, and the i n c r e a s i n g l y  im p o r t a n t  and d i v e r s i f i e d  roles of i n f o r m a t i o n  

p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  t r a n s f e r  in t h e s e  s y s t e m s and institutions;

(5) t h e  future d e v e l o p m e n t  of the state's public and p r i v a t e  

s e c t o r s  will d e p e n d  g r e a t l y  on  the i n n o v at i v e  use of n e w  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

s e r v i c e s  and t e c h n i q u e s  n o w  b e c o m i n g  available;

(6) t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  ca n  help redu c e  the i s o l a t i o n  of Alaskans  

w i t h i n  the s t a t e  and f rom th e  r e m a i n d e r  of the states of the U n i t e d  States 

a n d  the c o u n t r i e s  of the wo r l d;

(7) i m p r o v e d  a n d  m o r e  w i d e l y  ava i l ab l e  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

f or all A l a s k a n s  ca n  be g r e a t l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  e x p l o i t i n g  the a b i l i t y  of 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t e c h n o l o g i e s  to m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  the h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  

e d u c a t i o n  an d  i n s t r u c t i o n  in all p a r t s  of the state;

(8) it is in the in t e r e s t  of all c i t izens of the s t a t e  for the 

s t a t e  to f a c i l i t a t e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of both b asic and a d v a n c e d  t e l e c o m m u n i­

cations s e r v i c e s  and f a c i l i t i e s  to be a v a i l a b le  to all its c i t i z e n s  for their 

i ndiv i d ua l  a n d  m u t u a l  b e n e f i t ;  and

(9) these g oals c a n  be b e s t  a c c o m p l i s h e d  by a g g r e g a t i n g  all of the

s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a c t i v i t i e s  in one d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h  the b e n e f i t s  of 

i n c r e a s e d  e f f i c i e n c y  and a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  and b e t t e r  p u b l i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of 

the state's p o l i c i e s  an d  programs.

* Sec. 2. A S  44.33 is a m e n d e d  b y  adding n e w  s e c tions to read:

ARTICLE 11. TELECOMMUNICATIONS.

Sec. 44.33 . 50 1 .  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  DIVISIONS. T h e r e  is e s t a b­

lished in the d e p a r t m e n t

(1) a d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s ;  and

(2) a division of t e l e c o m m u ni c a t i o n s , d ata p r o c e s s i n g  and

information systems.

Sec. 44.33.503. DEPUTY COMMISSIONER. The telecommunications
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d i v i s i o n s  s h a l l  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  by a d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the d e p a r t­

me n t  a p p o i n t e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r .

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 5 .  P O W E R S  A ND  D U T I E S  O F  T H E  D E P U T Y  C O M M I S S I O N E R .  (a) 

Th e  d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l

(1) s u p e r v i s e  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e a c t i v i t i e s  of the t e l e c o m­

m u n i c a t i o n s  divis i o n s;

(2) a d v i s e  the g o v e r n o r  on m a t t e r s  of p o l i c y  a n d  c o m p r e h e n­

sive s t a t e  p l a n n i n g  for t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i ce s ;

(3) m a k e  an a n n u a l  report to th e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  to t h e l e g i s­

lature on the a c t i v i t i e s  of the t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s .

(b) T h e  d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y

(1) e n t e r  into c o n t r a c t s  and  s u b c o n t r a c t s  on b e h a l f  of the 

s t a t e  to c a r r y  out the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7 ;

(2) act for the s ta t e  in the i n i t i a t i o n ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  

e v a l u a t i o n  of or p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in p r o g r a m s  r e l a t e d  to the p u r p o s e s  of 

t he t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  w h i c h  i n v o l v e  m o r e  tha n  one g o v e r n m e n t  

or g o v e r n m e n t a l  unit;

(3) on b e h a l f  of the state, a p p l y  for, a c c e p t  a n d  e x p e n d  

g ifts or g r a n t s  mad e  to the s tate if the g i f t s  or g r a n t s  ar e  for the 

p u r p o s e s  o f  f u r t h e r i n g  the o b j e c t i v e s  of the t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i­

sions .

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 7 .  F U N C T I O N S  AND D U T I E S  O F  T H E  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  

D I V I S I O N S .  (a) T h e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  shall

(1) a d v o c a t e  th e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  in m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  to the 

a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  ade q u a c y ,  c o s t  "and d e s i g n  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  

a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  b e f o r e  s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  l e g a l  a n d  r e g u l a t o r y  f o r u ms ;

(2) c o o r d i n a t e ,  manage, a n d  s u p e r v i s e  e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  p r o g r a m s  

i n  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the m a n a g e m e n t  of t h o s e  t e l e c o m m u n i­

ca t i o n  s e r v i c e s  for the s t a t e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  c o m m o n  c a r r i e r s  a n d  f r o m  t h e
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c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  i n d u s t r y ;

(3) p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  c o n s u l t i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  the 

e x e c u t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h e s  of s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  to 

p r i v a t e  n o n c o m m e r c i a l  a g e n c i e s  w h i c h  r e q u e s t  s u c h  a s s i s t a n c e  in f a c i l i t y  

p r o c u r e m e n t  a n d  l e a s i n g  a n d  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  l o n g - r a n g e  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t­

iv e s  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  its p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  in all a s p e c t s  of 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p u b l i c ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  an d  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t

(4) p r e p a r e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a s t a t e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n s  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n  t o  f u r t h e r  s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d e v e l o p m e n t  

a n d  to m e e t  s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  needs;

(5) plan, d e s i g n ,  c o n s t r u c t ,  m a n a g e  a n d  o p e r a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n  s y s t e m s  o w n e d  or l e a s e d  b y  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ;

(6) p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  to s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  to 

p r o m o t e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  u n i t y  in the p r e p a r a t i o n  of a g e n c y  

p l a n s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  u s e  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(7) a p p l y  f o r  a n d  a c c e p t  f e d e r a l  a n d  p r i v a t e  m o n e y ,  p r o p e r t y ,  

o r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  t ha t  m a y  be  a p p r o p r i a t e d ,  g r a n t e d  or o t h e r w i s e  m a d e  

a v a i l a b l e  to the d i v i s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  u s e  and 

d i s p e r s e  m o n e y  and  p r o p e r t y  for p u r p o s e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  th e  t e r m s  o f  

A S  4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7  s u b j e c t  t o  r e a s o n a b l e  l i m i t a t i o n s  i m p o s e d  b y  

t h e  g r a n t o r ;

(8) p a r t i c i p a t e  w i t h  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  p r o v i n c e s ,  s t a t e s  or 

g o v e r n m e n t a l  u n i t s  in i n t e r n a t i o n a l  or i n t e r s t a t e  p l a n n i n g ,  a n d  a s s i s t  

Alaska's l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  g o v e r n m e n t a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  c o u n c i l s ,  in 

planning a n d  c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t i n g  to t e l e c o m m u n i­

cations;

(9) p r o v i d e  for the o r d e r l y  t r a n s i t i o n  to n e w  t e l e c o m m u n i­

cations services a n d  facilities b y  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ;  a n d

- 4 -  H B  9 3 4
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1 (10) s erve as a c l e a r i n g h o u s e  for information, data, a n d  o t h e r

2 m a t e r i a l s  w h i c h  m a y  be n e c e s s a r y  or h e l p f u l  to federal, s t a t e  or local

3 g o v e r n m e n t a l  a g e n c i e s  in the d e v e l o p m e n t  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s y s t e m s !

• 4 (11) c o o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s and a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t h o s e  of

5 o t h e r  s t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t s  and a g e n c i e s  to the full e st  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e  to

6 a v o i d  u n n e c e s s a r y  d u p li c a t i o n ;

7 (12) c o n t r a c t  w ith c o m m o n  c a r r i e r s  and priv a t e  e n t e r p r i s e ,

I 11 wh e n  f e a s i b l e ,  to a c h i e v e  t h e i r  purposes.

9 (b) T h e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s  may c o o r d i n a t e  t heir f u n c­

10 tions w i t h  local, regional, s t a t e  and f e d er a l  o f f i c i a ls ,  p r i v a t e  gr o u ps

11 and i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and w i t h  o f f i c i a l s ,  of o t h e r  countries, p r o v i n c e s  and
v ;

12 states, a n d  m a y  hol d  public h e a r i n g s  to o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  for the

13 p u r p o s e  of c a r r y i n g  out the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 44. 3 3 .5 0 1  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7 .

s 14 Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 9 .  D I V I S I O N  OF P U B L I C  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  S E R V I C E S .

15 (a) T h e  d i v i s i o n  of public t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s er v i c e s  shall be

1 1G a d m i n i s t e r e d  by a d i r e ct o r  a p p o i n t e d  by the d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r .

17 (b) T h e  d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  s h a l l

18 (1) p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  and d i r e c t i o n  in the

19 d e v e l o p m e n t  an d  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  all e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  public t e l e c o m m u n i­

.t#,
20 c a t i o n s  m a t e r i a l s  w i t h ou t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for the cont e n t  of the

fT-i 21 p r o g r a m m i n g ;

22 (2) be r e s p o n s i b l e  for the c o o r d i n a t i o n  and s u p p o r t  o f  all

ij 23 p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g  f u n c t i o n s  in the s t a t e  including, but no t  l i m i t e d

24 to, f i n a n c i n g  and e n g i n e e r i n g ;

J
26 (3) design, d e v e l o p ,  provide, and m a n a g e  all p u b l i c  s e r v i c e

26 t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  in the s t a t e  and s t u d y  the a p p l i c a t i o n  of t e l e c o m­

1  0

27 m u n i c a t i o n s  t e c h n o l o g y  an d d e l i v e r y  s y s t e m s  to as s i s t  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  in

28 providing se rv ice s which w i l l  be re a d ily  a cce ssib le  to the p u b lic ; and

29 (4) rece ive  and review  rep orts and recommendations from the
( - 5 -  HB 934
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P u b l i c  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  A d v i s o r y  Board.

Sec. 44.33 .5 1 1 .  P U B L I C  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  A D V I S O R Y  BOARD. (a) 

T h e r e  is the Pu b l ic  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  A d v i s o r y  Board in the department. 

The b o a r d  s h a ll  a d v i s e  the d i v i s i o n  o f  pu b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

s e r v i c e s  w i t h  r e g a r d  to the p l a n n i n g  an d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of e d u c a t i o n a l  

a n d  h e a l t h - r e l a t e d  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  systems.

(b) T h e  b o a r d  c on s i s t s  of nine m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r  

as follows:

(1) one m e m b e r  f r o m  the s t a t e  Board of E d u c a t i o n  (AS 14.07.- 

080) f r o m  a list of n o m i ne e s  p r o v i d e d  by  the Board of Education;

(2) one m e m b e r  f r o m  the Board of Rege n ts  of the U n i v e r s i t y  of 

A l a s k a  (AS 1 4 .40.120) fro m  a list of n o m i ne e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  the B o a r d  of 

R e g e n t s ;

(3) one m e m b e r  f ro m  the A d v i s o r y  Council o n  E m e r g e n c y  Medi c a l 

S e r v i c e s  (AS 18 .08.020) f rom a list of n o m i n e e s p r o v i d e d  by the A d v i s o r y  

C o u n c i l  o n  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  Services;

(4) two m e m b e r s  w h o  are m e m b e r s  of local school boards;

(5) th r e e  m e m b e r s  wh o  are e mployees, o f f ic e r s ,  or d i r e c t o r s 

o f  p u b l i c  n o n p r o f i t  b r o a d c a s t i n g  stations; and

(6) o n e  m e m b e r  w h o  is an employee, o f f i c er ,  or d i r e c t o r  of a 

c o m m e r c i a l  b r o a d c a s t i n g  station.

(c) M e m b e r s  of the b o a r d  shall be a p p o i n t e d  to o v e r l a p p i n g  terms 

of four years. T h r e e  of the f irst a p p o i n t m e n t s  to t h e  b oard shall be 

fo r  t w o- y e a r  terms, t hree for t h r e e - y e a r  terms an d  th r e e  for f o u r - y e a r  

t e r m s .

(d) T h e  b o a r d  m a y  h o l d  p u b l i c  he a r i n g s  and o t h e r  m e e t i n g s  as 

n e c e s s a r y  t h r o u g h o u t  the s t a t e a n d  shall d e t e r m i n e  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  q u o r u m  

f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  b u s i ne s s .

(e) M e m b e r s  of the B o a r d  s e r v e  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  but are
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e n t i t l e d  to p e r  d i e m  and t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  AS 3 9 . 2 0 . 1 8 0 .

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 3 .  D I V I S I O N  O F  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S ,  DA T A  P R O C E S S I N G  

A N D  I N F O R M A T I O N  S Y S T E M S .  (a) T h e  d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  d a t a  

p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s t e m s  s h a l l  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  a d i r e c t o r  

a p p o i n t e d  b y  the d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r .

(b) T h e  d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  an d 

i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s t e m s  shall

(1) d e s i g n ,  d e v e l o p ,  m a n a g e  an d  o p e r a t e  a l l t e l e c o m m u n i­

ca t i o n s ,  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  d a t a  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m s  o w n e d  or l e a s e d  

b y  the state;

(2) m a n a g e  c e n t r e x  an d  o t h e r  t e l e p h o n e - r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  o f  

the state; an d

(3) be r e s p o n s i b l e  for s t a t e  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  t e l e c o m m u n i c a­

tions d e s i g n  g e n e r a l l y .

Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7 ,

(1) " b o a r d "  m e a n s  th e  P u b l i c  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  A d v i s o r y

B o a r d ;

(2) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the D e p a r t m e n t  

of C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(3) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(4) " d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  in t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w h o  a d m i n i s t e r s  the t e l e c o m m u n i­

ca t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s ;

(5) " p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s "  m e an s  t e l e c o m m u n i­

c a t i o n s  w h i c h  s e r v e  p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  m e d i c a l ,  s a f e t y ,  

o r  e m e r g e n c y  f u n c t i o n s ;

(6) " t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s "  m e a n s  th e t r a n s m i s s i o n  a n d  r e c e p t i o n  

o f  m e s s a g e s ,  i m p r e s s i o n s ,  p i c t u r e s  a n d  s i g n a l s  b y  m e a n s o f  e l e c t r o -
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m a g n e t i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  b e n e f i t  o f  a c l o s e d  t r a n s m i s s i o n  

m e d i u m  i n c l u d i n g  a ll  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a p p a r a t u s ,  a n d  

s e r v i c e s ,  w h e t h e r  c o n v e y e d  b y  c a b l e ,  w i r e ,  r a d i a t e d  t h r o u g h  space, or 

t r a n s m i t t e d  t h r o u g h  o t h e r  m e d i a  w i t h i n  a s p e c i f i e d  a r e a  or b e t w e e n  

d e s i g n a t e d  p o i n t s ;

(7) " t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n s "  m e a n s  the d i v i s i o n  of 

p u b l i c  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  a n d  the d i v i s i o n  of t e l e c o m m u n i­

ca t i o n s ,  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s t e m s .

* Sec. 3. A S  4 4 . 1 5 . 0 1 0 ( 8 )  is a m e n d e d  to r ead:

(8) D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e ^  [AND] E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ^  

a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s

* Sec. 4. A S  4 4 . 3 3 . 0 2 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(24) s t u d y ,  d e s i g n ,  i m p l e m e n t ,  a n d  m a n a g e  the t e l e c o m m u n i c a­

tio n s  s y s t e m s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  o f  the s t a t e  u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 1  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 1 7 .

* Sec. 5. A S  4 4 . 4 2 . 0 2 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 2 0 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S .  (a) Th e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l

(1) p l a n ,  d e s i g n ,  c o n s t r u c t  a n d  m a i n t a i n  all s t a t e  m o d e s  o f  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  [, C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I­

TI E S , ]  a n d  al l  d o c k s ,  f l o a t s ,  b r e a k w a t e r s ,  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  s i m i l a r  

f a c i l i t i e s ;

(2) s t u d y  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  m o d e s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  [AN D  

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S ]  in  the s t a t e  to d e t e r m i n e  h o w  t h e y  m i g h t  be  

i m p r o v e d  o r  w h e t h e r  t h e y  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  m a i n t a i n e d ;

(3) s t u d y  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e a n s  o f  i m p r o v i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  [AND 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N ]  i n  t h e  s t a t e  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  th e  e c o n o m i c  c o s t s  o f  e a c h  

a l t e r n a t i v e  a n d  it s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  s o c i a l  e f f e c t s ;

(4) d e v e l o p  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  l o n g - r a n g e  i n t e r m o d a l  t r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  p l a n  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ;

(5) s t u d y  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to e x i s t i n g  m o d e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in
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u r b a n  areas an d  d e v e l o p  plans to i m p r o v e  u r b a n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n }

(6) c o o p e r a t e  and c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  and e nt e r  i n t o  a g r e e m e n t s  

w i t h  federal, s t a t e  and local g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  and p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a­

tions and p e r s o n s  in e x e r c i s i n g  its p o w e r s  a n d  duties;

(7) m a n a g e ,  operate, an d  m a i n t a i n  state t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

facil i t i e s  [, C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I LITIES,] and all docks, floats, b r e a k­

wat e r s  and b u i l d i n g s ,  inc lu d i n g  all s t a t e  h i g h w ay s ,  v e s s e l s ,  r a i l r o a d s ,  

pipelines, a i r p o r t s ,  an d  av i ation f a c i l i t i e s ;

(8) s t u d y  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e a n s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in the sta t e , 

c o n s i d e r i n g  the ec onomic, social, a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s  of e a c h  

a l t e r n a t i v e ;

(9) c o o r d i n a t e  and d e v e l o p  state and r e g i o n a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

systems, c o n s i d e r i n g  deletions, a d di t i o n s ,  and the a b s e n c e  of a l t e r a­

tions ;

(10) d e v e l o p  facility p r o g r a m  plans for t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  [AND 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S ]  and s tate b u i l d i ng s ,  docks a n d  b r e a k w a t e r s  

r e q u ir e d  to i m p l e m e n t  the duties set o u t  in this s e c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  but 

not limited to (A) functional p e r f o r m a n c e  criteria; a n d  (B) s c h e d u l e s  

for c o m p l e t i o n ;

(11) s u p e r v i s e  and m a i n t a i n  all state a u t o m o t i v e  and m e c h a n­

ical e q u i p m e n t ,  a i rcraft, and v es sels, except v e s s e l s  a n d  a i r c r a f t  u s e d  

b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  of Fish and G a m e  or the D e p a r t m e n t  of Public S a f e t y ;  

[AND]

(12) s u p e r v i s e  ae r o n a ut i c s  [AND C O M M U N I C A T I O N S ]  in s i de  the 

state, u n d e r  A S  0 2 . 1 0 ; and [.]

(13) c o m p l e t e  and m a i n t a i n  a c u r r e n t  i n v e n t o r y  of p u b l i c  

facilities, i n c l u d i n g  a p r o j e c t i o n  of the s e r v i c e a b i l i t y  of the f a c i l i­

ties and p r o j e c t i o n s  of r e p l ac e m e n t s  and a d d i t i o n s  to f a c i l i t i e s  n e e d e d  

to p r o v i d e  t h e  level of services p r o g r a m m e d  b y  the v a r i o u s  use r
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a g e n c i e s ,  f o r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w i t h  p o p u l a t i o n s  of less than 1 2 , 0 0 0  and 

for u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  communities, a n d  p e r f o r m  t h o s e  d u t i e s  on a c o o p e r a­

ti v e  b a s i s  w i t h  larger m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .

(b) T h e  d e p ar t m e n t  m a y

(1) e ng a g e  in e x p e r i m e n t a l  p r o j e c t s  r e l a t i n g  to a v a i l a b l e  or 

f u t u r e  m o d e s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and an y  m eans o f  i m p r o v i n g  e x i s t i n g  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t ie s  a n d  s e r v i c e  [AND C O M M U N I C A T I O N ] ;

(2) e x e r c i s e  the power of e m i n e n t  domain, i n c l u d i n g  the 

d e c l a r a t i o n  of t a k i n g  as p r o v i d e d  in AS 09.55.

* Sec. 6. AS 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 5 5 ( b ) ( 3 ) (F) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(F) [COM M U N I C A T IO N S  F A C I L I T I E S  AND] t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

f a c i l i t i e s ;

* Sec. 7. All r ef e r e n c e s  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and E c o n o m i c  

D e v e l o p m e n t  an d to the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o m m e r c e  a n d  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  in 

the A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  shall be r e a d  as the D e p a r t m e n t  of Commerce, E c o n o m i c  

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  an d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  and the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o m m e r c e , 

e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  in o r d e r  to c a r ry  

o ut the in t e n t  a n d p ur p o s e  of this Act.

* Sec. 8. T h e  b a l a n c e  of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  Facilities found in sec. 23, p a g e  48, lines 15 - 37, and 

sec. 25, pag e  79, lines 31 - 36 and p a g e  80, lines 1 - 26, ch. 80, SL A  1979, 

a re t r a n s f e r r e d  to th e  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o mmerce, E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  an d 

T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

* Sec. 9. T h e  b a l a n c e s  of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n­

i s t r a t i o n  f o u n d  in sec. 23, p a g e  45, line 9, a n d  sec. 25, pag e  78, line 31,

ch. 80, SLA 1979, ar e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m merce, E c o n o m i c  

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

* Sec. 10. T h e  b a l a n c e s  o f  the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the Al a s k a  P u b l i c  B r o a d­

c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  f o u n d  in sec. 23, p a g e  9, l ine 23, a n d  sec. 25, p a g e  55,
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l ines 28 - 36 a n d  p a g e  56, lines 4 - 12, ch. 80, S LA  1979, ar e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to 

th e  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

* Sec. 11. T h e  u n e x p e n d e d  b a l a n c e s  of a n y  o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for 

c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t s  m a d e  to the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n ,  the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  d i v i s i o n  o f  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g ,  a n d  the D e p a r t m e n t  

of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s ,  d i v i s i o n  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  are 

t r a n s f e r r e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  T e l e­

co m m u n i c a t i o n s  .

* Sec. 12. AS 4 4 . 5 8 ,  AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 0 2 0 ( 1 1 ) ,  and 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 5 0  - 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 7 0  are 

r e p e a l e d .

* Sec. 13. T h i s  A c t  takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -  

0 7 0 ( c ) .

-11- HB 934


