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BY T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  R E G I O N A L  

IN T H E  H O U S E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  CS F O R  CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 932 am S 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T AT E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

For a n  A c t  ent i t l e d:  "An Ac t  c r e a t i n g  the R u r a l D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l ;  a n d

p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALAS K A:

* S e c t i o n  1. FINDINGS; P O L I C Y ,  PURPOSE. (a) T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that 

there is a p u b l i c  i n t erest in the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a h e a l t h y  p r i v a t e  e c o n o m i c  

b ase in r u r a l  A l a s k a ,  that the r u r a l  a r e a s  of the s t a t e  a n d  th e  m a n y  s m a l l 

c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  the state h a v e  b e e n  in e c o n o m i c  c ri s i s  for d e c a d e s ,  a n d  that 

in m a n y  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a p r i v a t e  e c o n o m i c  base has c e a s e d  to e x i s t  w h i c h  

c o n d i t i o n s  e n d a n g e r  the e c o n o m i c ,  social, an d  c u l t u r a l  w e l l - b e i n g  of the 

st a t e ' s  r u r a l  c i t i z e n s  and t h e  h e a l t h y  g r o w t h  a n d b a l a n c e  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  

e n t i r e  e c o n o m y .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f u r t h e r  finds that w h i l e  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

for e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  may be a v a i l a b l e  to r u r a l  areas, the p r o b l e m s  of the 

s t a t e ' s  r u r a l  a r e a s  are m a n y  an d  complex, s p r e a d i n g  b e y o n d  the  c o n f i n e s  or 

a u t h o r i t y  o f  a n y  o n e  prog,ram, an y  one g o v e r n m e n t ,  or any on e  p o l i c y m a k e r  an d

t h e r e f o r e  r e q u i r i n g  a s p e c i a l  i n i t i a t i v e  o n  the part of all c o n c e r n e d  p a r­

ties .

(b) It is the  p o l i c y  c f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  that

(1) v i l l a g e s  an d  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s  s h o u l d  have a c c e s s  to e c o n o m i c

d e v e l o p m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;

(2) t h e r e  is a s p e c i a l  c o m m i t m e n t  to the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a p r i v a t e  

e c o n o m i c  b a s e  f o r  v i l l a g e s  a n d  3 m a l l  c o m m u n i t i es ;

(3) the state s h o u l d  u s e  its r e s o u r c e s  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  s t r e n g t h  to 

e n c o u r a g e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of  a h e a l t h y ,  s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g  r u r a l  e c o n o m y ;

(4) th e  state has the p r i m a r y  p o l i c y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to act: a n d  to
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c a t a l y z e  c o m m i t m e n t  a m o n g  m a n y  i n t e r e s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the st a t e ,  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n  

m e n t ,  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  a n d  the p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  to p r o m o t e  a p r i v a t e  e c o n o m y  

in r u r a l  a r e a s ;

(5) the a d v o c a c y  o f  a p r i v a t e  e c o n o m y  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  p r e s e r v a t i o n  

o f  the s u b s i s t e n c e  e c o n o m y  s h o u l d  be o n e  o f  the h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t i e s  o f  s tate 

p o l i c y .

(c) It is the p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  A c t  to c r e a t e  a g o v e r n m e n t a l  s t r u c t u r e  

t h a t  w i l l  f u n c t i o n  as an a d v o c a t e  o f  r u r a l  a r e a s  a n d  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s  p r e­

s e n t i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s s u e s  b e f o r e  state, f e d e r a l ,  and l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  a nd  

in the p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s ,  a n d  w h i c h  w i l l  a s s i s t  r ural p e o p l e  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

i n  l a y i n g  th e  f o u n d a t i o n s  of a h e a l t h y  r u r a l  p r i v a t e  e c o n o m i c  b ase,

* Sec, 2. AS  4 4 . 1 9  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  3 C . R U R A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  C O U N C I L .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 1 9 1 .  C O U N C I L  E S T A B L I S H E D .  (a) T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  in 

the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  t h e  R u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  

C o u n c i l .  T h e  c o u n c i l  c o n s i s t s  of

(1) a p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r  a n d  d e s i g n a t e d  as 

c h a i r m a n  o f  the c o u n ci l ;

(2) a m e m b e r  of e a c h  h o u s e  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  a p p o i n t e d  by 

the p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  o f  t h a t  h o u s e ;

(3) the c o m m i s s i o n e r s  o f  the d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

a n d  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s ,  c o m m e r c e  a n d  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  

a n d  r e g i o n a l  a f f a i r s ,  a n d  the d i r e c t o r  o f  the d i v i s i o n  o f  p o l i c y  d e­

v e l o p m e n t  a n d  p l a n n i n g ;

(4) s i x  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  a p p o i n t e d  by 

t h e  g o v e r n o r  w h o  a r e  r e s i d e n t s  of the r u r a l  a r e a  o r  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s ;

(5) th e  A l a s k a  s t a t e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  F a r m e r s  H o m e  A d m i n i s t r a­

ti o n  o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  t h e  S p e c i a l  A s s i s­

tan t  to th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  th e  I n t e r i o r  i n
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A l a s k a ,  a n d  a d e s i g n a t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  the R e g i o n  X Rural D e v e l o p­

m e n t  T a s k  Fo r c e,  wh o  ar e  e x  o f f i c i o  m e m b e r s  of the c o u n c i l  a n d  m a y  

a t t e n d  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e  in a l l  m e e t i n g s  o f  the c o u n c i l  but may no t  vote.

(b) T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  the c o u n c i l  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  g o v e r n o r  s e r v e  at 

the p l e a s u r e  o f  the g o v e r n o r .

(c) T h e  c o u n c i l  m a y  i n v i t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  state a n d  federal 

a g e n c i e s ,  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  o r  o t h e r  gro u p s  a n d  i n t e r e s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  

to p a r t i c i p a t e  as n o n v o t i n g  p a r t i c i p a n t s  as the c o u n c i l  c o n s i d e r s  a p p r o­

priate.

(d) T h e  c h a i r m a n  of t h e  c o u n c i l  is the p e r s o n  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  the 

g o v e r n o r  as c h a i r m a n .  Th e  c h a i r m a n  m a y  appo i n t  a v i c e - c h a i r m a n .

(e) M e m b e r s  o f  the c o u n c i l  s er v e  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  b u t  are 

e n t i t l e d  to p e r  d i e m  a n d  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  law for m e m b e r s  of 

b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 0 1 .  E X E C U T I V E  DI RE C T O R .  T h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  shall 

be a p p o i n t e d  by the G o v e r n o r .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 1 1 .  P O L I C Y  A N D  C O O R D I N A T I O N .  T h e  council s h a l l  p r o­

vid e  p o l i c y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  to the g o v e r n o r .  Th e 

c h a i r m a n  o f  the c o u n c i l  s h a l l  a s s i s t  the d i r e c t o r  in c o o r d i n a t i n g  the 

e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  of all d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  of 

g o v e r n m e n t  so that the n e e d  for t ho s e  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  the i m p a c t  of those 

a c t i v i t i e s  o n  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  r u r a l  a reas is c o n s i d e r e d  and as s i st  

in c o o r d i n a t i n g  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  of d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n ci e s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  

w h i c h  h a v e  f i e l d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  in the r ural a r e a s  to the e x t e n t  that 

t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e  to e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  c h a i r m a n  shall 

a l s o  a s s i s t  the g o v e r n o r  i n  h i s  a d v o c a c y  f u n c t i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 1 6 .  M E E T I N G S .  T h e  coun c il  s h a l l  m e e t  at t h e  call of 

the g o v e r n o r  or t h e  c h a i r m a n  or at the requ e s t  o f  a m a j o r i t y  o f  the 

members. T h e  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  m e e t  at least f o u r  t i m e s  a y e a r  at a regu-
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larly s c h e d u l e d  time as d e t e r m i n e d  by the m e m b e r s .  The coun c i l  may 

c o n v e n e  m e e t i n g s  o f  h eads of a g e n c i e s  or d e p a r t m e n t s  w h i c h  are c o n c e r n e d  

w i t h  r u r a l  m a t t e r s  or e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  if the council d e t e r m i n e s  a

m e e t i n g  to b e  useful.

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 2 1 .  P O W E R S  A N D  DUTIES O F  T H E  COUNCIL. The council

shall

(1) i n v e s t i g a t e  a n d  as s e ss  rural conditions;

(2) act as a d v o c a t e  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of an e c o nomic base

w h i c h  is c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of the s u b s i s t e n c e  e c o n o m y in 

rural A l a s k a ,  for c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t  an d  fo r  public s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  

w i l l  e n h a n c e  the o p p o r t u n i t y  for growth of a n  economic b ase In small 

c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  rural A l a s k a ,  an d  for o t h e r  m a t te r s  an d  p r o grams u s e f u l  

to d e v e l o p m e n t  of the p r i v a t e  e c o n o m y  in r u r a l  Alaska;

(3) deve l o p  an d r e c o m m e n d  to the g o v e r n o r  an d  the l e g i s l a t u r e  

r ural d e v e l o p m e n t  goals an d  policies;

(4) r e c o m m e n d  to the g o v e r n o r  a n d  the l e g i s lature a c t i v i t i e s ,

pr o grams, p r o j e c t s ,  or s t r a t e g i e s  w h i c h  w i l l  stimulate rural d e v e l o p m e n t

in A l a s k a  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a d o p t e d  s t at e  r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e nt  p o l icies;

(5) r e c o m m e n d  to the g o v e r n o r  a n d  the l e g i s l a t u re  the m o s t

e f f e c t i v e  u s e s  o f  a v a i l a b l e  federal m o n e y  to implement the p r i o r i t i e s

i t e m i z e d  in (4) of this section;

(6) as s i s t  in the i n t e r a g e n c y  a n d  i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  c o o r d i n a­

tion of e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  issues, a c t i v i t i e s ,  and p r o j e c t s  in A l a s k a ;

(7) submit to the governor, w i t h i n  one y e a r  of the e f f e c t i v e  

dat e o f  t h i s  Ac t and on a y e a r l y  basis t h e r e after, a r e p o r t  c o n t a i n i n g  

a s u m m a r y  o f  the c o u n c i l ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  r e g a r d i n g  the duties u n d er  (1),

(3), (4), (11), and (12) o f  this s e c t i o n  a n d  ma k in g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  as 

to f u t u r e  r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  activities;

(8) act as a d v o c a t e  for r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m s w h i c h  are

-4- SCS C S H B  932 am S
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i not w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  a s p e c i f i c  d e p a r t m e n t  o r  agency;

i (9) act as a d v o c a t e  for a p p r o p r i a t e  t e c h n o l o g y  d e v e l o p m e n t

j and the a d v a n c e m e n t  of e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;

a (10) e n c o u r a g e  a n d  a s s i s t  in the c r e a t i o n  a n d  use of r e g i o n a l

d e v e l o p m e n t  e n t e r p r i s e s ;

(11) i d e n t i f y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for joint i n v e s t m e n t  s t r a t e g i e s ;

(12) f a c i l i t a t e  r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  e f f o r t s  a p p r o v e d  hy the 

g o v e r n o r  b y

(A) i d e n t i f y i n g  i n t e r a g e n c y  o r  i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a L  p r o­

ce d u r a l  o b s t a c l e s  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  to t h e s e  e f f o r t s  in 

m e e t i n g  legal r e q u i r e m e n t s ;

(B) c o o r d i n a t i n g  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e

e f f o r t s ;

(C) o f f e r i n g  its s e r v i c e s  as a m e d i a t o r  on s p e c i f i c  

c o n f l i c t s  a r i s i n g  in r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  issues.

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 26 .  R E P O R T S .  Before J a n u a r y  15 o f  e a c h  yea r  (he

c o u n c i l  shall submit to the l e g i s l a t u r e  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  report de- 

ib s c r i b i n g  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the c o u n c i l  for the p r e c e d i n g  year.

10 Sec. 44.19.231. D E F I N I T I O N S .  In AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 1 9 1  - 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 3 1

20 (1) " c o u n c i l "  m e a n s  the Rural D e v e l o p m e n t  Counc i l ;

-'i (2) " d i r e c t o r "  m e a n s  the e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  of the R u r a l  De-

11 v e l o p m e n t  Council.

* Sec. 3. A S  4 4 . 6 6 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

1* (8) R ural D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l  (AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 1 9 1  - 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 3 1 )  --

25 J u n e  30, 1987.

26 *  Sec. 4. T h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  01.10.

n  0 7 0 (c )

28

29
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