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BY THK C O M M U N I T Y  AND R E G I ON A L  
IN T H E  H O U S E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  CS FOR CS FOR H O U S E  BILL NO. 932 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

For an Act enti t l e d :  "An Act c r e a t i n g  the Rural D e v e l o p m e n t  Council; and

p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  date."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. F I N D I N G S ;  POLICY, PURPOSE. (a) The l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that 

there is a pu b l i c  i n t e r e s t  in the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a h e a l t h y  priv a t e  e co n o m i c  

base in r u r a l  Alask a ,  that the rural areas of the state a n d  the m a n y  small 

c o m m u n i t i e s  of the s t a t e  h ave been in e c o n o m i c  crisis for decades, and that 

Ln m a n y  r ural c o m m u n i t i e s  a priv a te  e c o n o m i c  base has c e a s e d  to exist w h i c h  

cond i t i on s  e n d a n g e r  the economic, social, a n d  cultural w e l l - b e i n g  of the 

state's rural c i t i z e n s  and the h e a l t h y  g r o w t h  and b a l a n c e of the state's 

sntire economy. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f u r t h e r  finds that w h i l e  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

for e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  m a y  be a v a i l a b l e  to rural areas, the p r oblems of the 

state's rural a r e as  are m a n y  and complex, s p r e a d i n g  b e y o n d  the confines or 

a u t h o r i t y  of any one program, any one g o v er nment, or any one p o l i c y m a k e r  an d

t h e r e f o r e  r e q u i r i n g  a special i n i t i a t i v e  on the part of all con c e rn e d  p a r­

ties .

(b) It is the p o l i c y  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  that

(1) v i l l a g e s  and small c o m m u n i t i e s  s h o u l d  h a v e  access to e c o n o m i c

d e v e l o p m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;

(2) t h e r e  is a special c o m m i t m e n t  to the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a p r i v a t e  

e c o n o m i c  b a s e  for v i l l a g e s  and small c om m u nities;

(3) the s t a t e  sh o u l d  u s e  its r es o u r c e s  and f i nancial s t r e n g t h  to 

e n c o u r a g e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a h e a l t h y ,  s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g  rural economy;

(4) the s t a t e  has the p r i m a r y  p o l i c y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to act and  to
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c a t a l y z e  c o m m i t m e n t  a m o n g  m a n y  i n t e r e s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the state, federal g o v e r n­

men t ,  local g o v e r n m e n t s ,  and t h e p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  to p r o m o t e  a p r i v a t e  e c o n o m y  

in rural areas;

(5) the a d v o c a c y  of a p r i v a t e  e c o n o m y  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  p r e s e r v a t i o n  

of the s u b s i s t e n c e  e c o n o m y  s h o u l d  be one of the h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t i e s  of s t a t e  

policy.

(c) It is the p u r p o se  of this Act to c r e a t e  a g o v e r n m e n t a l  s t r u c t u r e  

that wil l  f u n c t i o n  as an a d v o c a t e  of rural a r e a s  and small c o m m u n i t i e s  p r e­

s e n t i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  issues b e f o r e  state, federal, and local g o v e r n m e n t s ,  and 

in the p r i v a t e  s e c tors, and w h i c h  wil l  a s s i s t  rural p e o p l e  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

in la y i n g  the f o u n d a t i o n s  of a h e a l t h y  rural p r i v a t e  e c o n o m i c  base.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 1 9  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  3 C . R U R A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  C O U NCIL.

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 1 9 1 .  C O U N C I L  E S T A B L I S H E D .  (a) T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  in 

the O f f i c e  of the G o v e r n o r  the Rural D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l .  T h e  c o u n ci l  

c o n s i s t s  of

(1) a p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  by the g o v e r n o r  a n d  d e s i g n a t e d  as 

c h a i r m a n  of the c o uncil;

(2) a m e m b e r  of e a c h  h o u s e  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  

the p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  of that house;

(3) the c o m m i s s i o n e r s  of the d e p a r t m e n t s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

and p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i es ,  c o m m e r c e  an d  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  an d  c o m m u n i t y  

an d  r e gi o n a l  affairs, a n d  the d i r e c t o r  of the d i v i s i o n  of p o l i c y  d e­

ve l o p m e n t  a n d  p la n n i n g ;

(4) six r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  a p p o i n t e d  by 

the g o v e r n o r  w h o  are r e s i d e n t s  of the r ural a r e a  or s mall c o m m u n i t i e s ;

(5) the A l a s k a  s t a t e  d i r e c t o r  of the F a r m e r s  H o m e  A d m i n i s t r a­

tion of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  of A g r i c u l t u r e ,  th e  S p e c i a l  A s s i s­

tant to the S e c r e t a r y  o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  of the I n t e r i o r  in
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A l a s k a ,  anil a d e s i g n a t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the R e g i o n  X R u r a l  D e v e l o p­

me n t  T a s k  Force, w h o  are ex o f f i c i o  m e m b e r s  of the c o u n c i l  a n d  m a y  

a t t e n d  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e  in a l l  m e e t i n g s  of the c o u n c i l  but m a y  not vote.

(b) T h e  m e m b e r s  of the c o u n c i l  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r  s e r v e  at 

the p l e a s u r e  of the g o v e r n o r .

(c) T h e  c o u n c i l  may i n v i t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l 

a g e n c i e s ,  local g o v e r n m e n t s ,  or o t h e r  g r o u p s  a n d  i n t e r e s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  

to p a r t i c i p a t e  as n o n v o t i n g  p a r t i c i p a n t s  as the c o u n c i l  c o n s i d e r s  a p p r o­

p r i a t e  .

(d) T h e  c h a i r m a n  of the c o u n c i l  is the p e r s o n  d e s i g n a t e d  by the 

g o v e r n o r  as c h a i r m a n .  T h e  c h a i r m a n  m a y  a p p o i n t  a v i c e - c h a i r m a n .

(e) M e m b e r s  of the c o u n c i l  s e r v e  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  but  are 

e n t i t l e d  to per d i e m  and t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  p r o v i d e d  by l a w  f o r  m e m b e r s  of  

b o a r d s  and c o m m i s s i o n s .

Sec . 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 0 1 .  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R .  An  e m p l o y e e  of th e O f f i c e  of 

t he G o v e r n o r  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r  is e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  of the 

c o u n c i l .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 1 1 .  P O L I C Y  A N D  C O O R D I N A T I O N .  T h e  c o u n c i l  shall p r o­

vi d e  p o l i c y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  to t h e  g o v e r n o r .  T h e  

c h a i r m a n  of the c o u n c i l  s h a l l  a s s i s t  the d i r e c t o r  in c o o r d i n a t i n g  the 

e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  of all d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  of 

g o v e r n m e n t  so t h a t  the n e e d  for t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  the i m p a c t  of t h o s e  

a c t i v i t i e s  o n  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  r u r a l  a r e a s  is c o n s i d e r e d  a n d  a s s i s t  

in c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  of g o v e r n m e n t  

w h i c h  h a v e  f i e l d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  the r u r a l  a r e a s  to t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  

t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e  to e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  a l s o

a s s i s t  the g o v e r n o r  in h i s  a d v o c a c y  f u n c t i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 1 6 .  M E E T I N G S .  T h e  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  m e e t  a t  the c a l l  of 

t h e  g o v e r n o r  or the c h a i r m a n  or at the r e q u e s t  of a m a j o r i t y  of the
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m e m b e r s .  T h e  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  m e e t  at least four t i m e s  a yea r  at a r e g u­

larly s c h e d u l e d  t i m e  as d e t e r m i n e d  by the m e m b e r s .  The c o u n c i l  m a y  

c o n v e n e  m e e t i n g s  of h e a d s  of a g e n c i e s  or d e p a r t m e n t s  w h i c h  are c o n c e r n e d  

w i t h  r u r a l  m a t t e r s  or e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  if the c o u n c i l  d e t e r m i n e s  a

m e e t i n g  to be u s e f u l .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 2 1 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  O P  T H E  C O U N C I L .  T h e  c o u n c i l

shall

(1) i n v e s t i g a t e  and a s s e s s  rural c o n d i t i o n s !

(2) a c t  as a d v o c a t e  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of an e c o n o m i c  b a s e

w h i c h  is c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of the s u b s i s t e n c e  e c o n o m y  in 

rural A l a s k a ,  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  for p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  

w i l l  e n h a n c e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  for g r o w t h  of a n  e c o n o m i c  b ase in small 

c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  r u ra l  Alas k a ,  a n d  for o t h e r  m a t t e r s  and p r o g r a m s  u s e f u l  

to d e v e l o p m e n t  of the p r i v a t e  e c o n o m y  in r u r a l  A l a s k a ;

(3) d e v e l o p  a n d  r e c o m m e n d  to the g o v e r n o r  and the l e g i s l a t u r e  

rural d e v e l o p m e n t  g o a l s  and p o l i c i e s !

(4) r e c o m m e n d  to the g o v e r n o r  an d th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a c t i v i t i e s ,

p r o g r a m s ,  p r o j e c t s ,  or s t r a t e g i e s  w h i c h  w ill s t i m u l a t e  r ural d e v e l o p m e n t

in A l a s k a  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a d o p t e d  s t a t e  r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p o l i c i e s ;

(5) r e c o m m e n d  to the g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  the m o s t

e f f e c t i v e  u s e s  of a v a i l a b l e  f e d e r a l  m o n e y  to i m p l e m e n t  the p r i o r i t i e s

i t e m i z e d  in (4) of this s e c t i on ;

(6) a s s i s t  in the i n t e r a g e n c y  a n d  i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  c o o r d i n a­

tion of e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  issues, a c t i v i t i e s ,  and p r o j e c t s  in Alas k a ;

(7) s u b m i t  to the g o v e r n o r ,  w i t h i n  o n e  year of the e f f e c t i v e  

date o f  t h i s  A c t  an d  o n  a y e a r l y  b asis t h e r e a f t e r ,  a r e p o r t  c o n t a i n i n g  

a s u m m a r y  o f  t h e  c o u n c i l ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  r e g a r d i n g  the d u t i e s  u n d e r  (1),

(3), (4), (11), and (12) of t h i s  s e c t i o n  a n d  m a k i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  as 

to f u t u r e  r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s ;
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(8) act as a d v o c a t e  for rural d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  are

not w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of a s p ecific d e p a r t m e n t  or agency*

(9) act as a d v o c a t e  for a p p r o p r i a t e  t e c h n o l o g y  d e v e l o p m e n t  

and the .advancement of e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;

(10) e n c o u r a g e  and assist in the c r e a t i o n  a n d  use of regional 

de v e l o p m en t  e n t e r p r i s e s ;

(11) i d e n t i f y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for j oint i n v e s t m e n t  st r a t e gi e s ;

(12) f a c i l i t a t e  rural de v e l o p m e n t  e f f o r t s  a p p r o v e d  hy the 

go v e r n o r  by

(A) i d e n t i f y i n g  interagency or i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  p r o­

cedural o b s t a c l e s  an d  p r o v i d i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  to t h e s e  efforts in 

m e e t i n g  legal r e q u i r e m e n t s ;

(B) c o o r d i n a t i n g  technical and fin a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e

e f f o r t s ;

(C) o f f e r i n g  its s e r vices as a m e d i a t o r  on s p ec i f i c  

c o n f l i c t s  a r i s i n g  in rural d e v e l o p m e n t  issues.

Sec. 44.19 . 2 2 6 .  R E P O R T S .  Before J a n u a r y  15 of each year the 

council shall submit to the l egislature a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  report d e ­

scri b i n g  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the council for the p r e c e d i n g  year.

Sec. 44.1 9 . 2 3 1 . D E F I N I T I O N S .  In AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 1 9 1  - 44. 1 9 . 2 3 1

(1) " c o u n c i l "  m e a n s  the Rural D e v e l o p m e n t  Council;

(2) " d i r e c t o r "  m e a n s  the e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  of the R u r a l  D e­

vel opment  C o u ncil.

* Sec. 3. AS 4 4 . 6 6 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is amen d e d by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(8) Rural D e v e l o p m e n t  Coun c i l  (AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 1 9 1  - 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 3 1 )  —  

June 30, 1987.

* Sec. 4. T h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  with AS 01.10.- 

070(c).
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