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O r i g i n a l  sponsor: ' R u l e s / L e g i s l a t i v e  Budget:
an d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e

O f f e r e d :  4 / 1 4 / 8 0
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

BY T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  AMD 

IN T H E  H O U S E  R E G I O N A L  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

CS FOR H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 932 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

For an Act ent i t l e d :  "An act c r e a t i n g  the o f f i c e  of r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and

the R u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an 

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. F I N D I N G S ;  P O L I C Y ,  P U R P O S E .  (a) T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f inds that 

t h e r e is a p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  in the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a h e a l t h y  p r i v a t e  e c o n o m i c  

b a s e  in rural A l a s k a ,  that the r u r a l a re a s  of the s t a t e  a n d  the m a n y  s mall 

c o m m u n i t i e s  of the st a t e  h a v e  b e e n  in e c o n o m i c  cr i s i s  for d e cades, a n d  t hat 

in m a n y  rural c o m m u n i t i e s  a p r i v a t e  e c o n o m i c  b a s e  ha s  c e a s e d  to e x i s t  w h i c h  

c o n d i t i o n s  e n d a n g e r  the e c o n o m i c ,  social, a n d  c u l t u r a l  w e l l - b e i n g  of the 

s t a t e ' s  r ural c i t i z e n s  a n d the h e a l t h y  g r o w t h  and b a l a n c e  of the s t a t e ' s  

e n t i r e  e c onomy. T h e l e g i s l a t u r e  f u r t h e r  f i n d s  that w h i l e  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

for e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  m a y  be a v a i l a b l e  to r u ra l  areas, the p r o b l e m s  of the 

s t a t e 's  rural areas are m a n y  a n d  c o mplex, s p r e a d i n g  b e y o n d  the c o n f i n e s  or 

a u t h o r i t y  of any one p r o g r a m ,  a n y  one g o v e r n m e n t ,  or an y  one  p o l i c y m a k e r  a n d  

t h e r e f o r e  r e q u i r i n g  a s p e c i a l  i n i t i a t i v e  on the p a r t  of all c o n c e r n e d  p a r ­

ties.

(b) It is the p o l i c y  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  that

(1) v i l l a g e s  an d  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s  s h o u l d  h a v e  a cc e s s  to e c o n o m i c  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;

(2) t h e r e  is a s p e c i a l  c o m m i t m e n t  to the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a p r i v a t e  

e c o n o m i c  b a s e  for v i l l a g e s  and s m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s ;

(3) the s t a t e  s h o u l d  use its r e s o u r c e s  an d  f i n a n c i a l  s t r e n g t h  to 

e n c o u r a g e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a h e a l t h y ,  s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g  r u r a l  ec o nomy;
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(4) the s t a t e  ha s  the p r i m a r y  p o l i c y■r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to act and to 

c a t a l y z e  c o m m i t m e n t  a m o n g  m a n y  i n t e re s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the state, f e d e r a l g o v e r n  

raent, local g o v e r n m e n t s ,  a nd  the p r i v a t e  s e ct o r  to p r o m o t e  a p r i v a t e  e c o n o m y  

in r u r a l  a r e a s ;

(5) the a d v o c a c y  of a p r i v a t e  e c o n o m y  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  rural l i f e­

style s h o u l d  be of the h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t y  of s tate policy;

(6) a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  f rom f e d e r a l  m o n e y  be 

e x p e n d e d  onl y  w i t h  the c o n c u r r e n c e  of the R u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u ncil.

(e) It is the p u r p o s e  of this Act to c r e a t e  a g o v e r n m e n t a l  s t r u c t u r e  

that w i l l  f u n c t i o n  as an a d v o c a t e  of r ural areas and small c o m m u n i t i e s  p r e­

s e n t i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  Issues b e f o r e  state, federal, and local g o v e r n m e n t s ,  and 

in the p r i v a t e  sectors, and w h i c h  w i l l  a ss i s t  r u r a l  p e o p l e  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

in l a y i n g  the f o u n d a t i o n s  of a h e a l t h y  r ur a l  p r i v a t e  e c o n o m i c  base.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 1 9  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s ec t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  3 C . O F F I C E  O P  R URAL D E V E L O P M E N T .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 1 9 1 .  O F F I C E  OF R U R A L  D E V E L O P M E N T .  T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  

in the O f f i c e  of the G o v e r n o r  the o f f i c e  of rural d e v e l o p m e n t .  The 

d i r e c t o r  of the o f f i c e  is a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r  and se r v e s  at his 

p l e a s u r e .  Th e g o v e r n o r  m a y  co n s u l t  w i t h  the coun ci l  c o n c e r n i n g  the 

a p p o i n t m e n t  or d i s c h a r g e  of the director.

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 0 1 .  C O U N C I L  E S T A B L I S H E D .  (a) T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  

the R u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l  as the p o l i c y  council, for the o f f i c e  of 

rural d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  c o u n c i l  co n s i s t s  of

(1) the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r ;

(2) a m e m b e r  of e a c h  h o u s e  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  a p p o i n t e d  by 

the p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  of that house;

(3) the c o m m i s s i o n e r s  of the d e p a r t m e n t s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

and p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s ,  c o m m e r c e  and e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and c o m m u n i t y  

a n d  r e g i o n a l  affairs, and the d i r e c t o r  of the d i v i s i o n  of p o l i c y  d e­
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v e l o p m e n t  and p l a n n i n g ;

(4) s i x  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  a p p o i n t e d  h y  

the g o v e r n o r  w h o  are r e s i d e n t s  of the r u r a l  a r e a  or s m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s ;

(5) the A l a s k a  s t a t e  d i r e c t o r  of the F a r m e r s  H o m e  A d m i n i s t r a­

tio n  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  of A g r i c u l t u r e  an d a d e s i g n a t e d  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the R e g i o n  X R u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  T a s k  F o rc e  w h o  are ex 

o f f i c i o  m e m b e r s  of the c o u n c i l  and m a y  a t t e n d  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e  in all 

m e e t i n g s  of the c o u n c i l  but m a y  not vote.

(b) T h e  m e m b e r s  of the c o u n c i l  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r  s e r v e  at 

the p l e a s u r e  of the g o v e r n o r .

(c) T h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  is c h a i r m a n  of the c o u n c i l  and  o n e  of 

the l e g i s l a t i v e  m e m b e r s  s ha l l  be e l e c t e d  b y  the c o u n c i l  as l e g i s l a t i v e  

c o - c h a i r m a n .

(d) M e m b e r s  of the c o u n c i l  s e rv e  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  but are 

e n t i t l e d  to per d i e m  a n d  tr a v e l  e x p e n s e s  p r o v i d e d  by la w  for m e m b e r s  of 

b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 1 1 .  P U R P O S E  O F  T H E  C O U N C I L .  T h e  p u r p o s e  of the c o u n­

cil is to p r o v i d e  p o l i c y  d i r e c t i o n  to the o f f i c e  a n d  to a s s i s t  the 

o f f i c e  in the p e r f o r m a n c e  of the d u t i e s  of the o f f i c e.  T h e  c o u n c i l  

shall a s s i s t  in c o o r d i n a t i n g  the e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  of all 

d e p a r t m e n t s  an d  a g e n c i e s  of g o v e r n m e n t  so tha t  the n e e d  for t h o s e a c t i­

vities and the i m pa c t  of t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  o n  s mall c o m m u n i t i e s  and r u r a l  

a r e a s  is c o n s i d e r e d  a n d  a s s i s t  in c o o r d i n a t i n g  the a c t i v i t i e s  of d e p a r t­

me n t s  and  a g e n c i e s  of g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  h a v e  f ield r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  in 

the r ural a r e a s  to the e x t e n t  that t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e  to e c o n o m i c  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  c o u n c i l  s h a ll  al s o  a s s i s t  the o f f i c e  in its a d v o c a c y  

f u n c t i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 1 6 .  M E E T I N G S .  T h e  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  m e e t  at the call of 

the c h a i r m a n  or l e g i s l a t i v e  c o - c h a i r m a n ,  at the r e q u e s t  of a m a j o r i t y  of
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the m e mb e r s ,  an d  at least f our times a yea r  at a r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  

t i m e  as d e t e r m i n e d  by the m e m b e r s . Th e  c o u n c i l  m a y  c o n v e n e  m e e t i n g s  of 

h e a d s  of a g e n c i e s  or d e p a r t m e n t s  w h i c h  are c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  rural m a t t e r s  

or e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  if the c o u n c i l  d e t e r m i n e s  a m e e t i n g  to be u s e f u l  

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 2 1 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  OF T H E  OFFI CE .  The o f f i c e  shall

(1) act as a d v o c a t e  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of an e c o n o m i c  b a s e  

in rural A l a sk a ,  for c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t  and for p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  w h i c h 

w i l l  e n h a n c e  the o p p o r t u n i t y  for growth, of an e c o n o m i c  b a s e  in rural 

Alnskti, «ind foir o t~ li <? x mu 11 s t  s cind p ro^r 3 ins us ft fdj.! to do vsloprfisnt of tHo 

p r i v a t e  e c o n o m y  in r u r a l  Alas k a ;

(2) c o o r d i n a t e  p r o j e c t s  r e l a t i n g  to e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  

a m o n g  d e p a r t m e n t s  and a g e n c i e s ;

(3) act as a d v o c a t e  for rural d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  are

not w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of a s p e c i f i c  d e p a r t m e n t  or agency;

(4) act as a d v o c a t e  for a p p r o p r i a t e  t e c h n o l o g y  d e v e l o p m e n t  

and the a d v a n c e m e n t  of e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;

(5) e n c o u r a g e  an d  a s s i s t  in the c r e a t i o n  a n d  use of r e g i o na l

dov e L o p m e d  ontierprisos

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 2 6 .  STAFF. W i t h i n  b u d g e t  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  limits, 

the d i r e c t o r  m a y  h i r e  s t a f f  a n d  d e t e r m i n e  th e i r  c o m p e n s a t i o n .  Ex c e p t  

for m a k i n g  i n q u i r i e s ,  n e i t h e r  the c o u n c i l  no r  an i n d i v i d u a l  m e m b e r  of 

the c o u n c i l  m a y  g i v e  o r d e r s  to the s taff on a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  matters.

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 3 1 .  R E P O R T S .  B e f o r e  J a n u a r y  15 of e a c h  y e a r  the 

o f f i c e  shall s u b m i t  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  report d e s c r i b i n g  

the a c t i v i t i e s  of the c o u n c i l  an d  the o f f i c e  for the p r e c e d i n g  year.

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 3 6 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 1 9 1  - 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 3 6

(1) " c o u n c i l "  m e a n s  the R u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  Council;

(2) " d i r e c t o r "  m e a ns  the d i r e c t o r  of the o f f i c e  of rural d e­

v e l o p m e n t  ;
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(3) " o f f i c e "  m e a n s  the o f f i c e  of r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .

* Sec. 3. AS 4 4 . 6 6 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(8) o f f i c e  of r ural d e v e l o p m e n t  and R u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l

(AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 1 9 1  - 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 3 6 )  -- J u n e  30, 1987.

* Sec. 4. T h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -

0 7 0 ( c ) .
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