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In tro d u c e d : 3/4/80
R e fe rre d : Community &
R e g io n al A f f a i r s  and F in an ce

B Y  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  BY 
R E Q U E S T  O F  T H E  L E G I S L A T I V E  

IN THE  HOUSE B U D G E T  A N D  A U D I T  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 932 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

Fo r  an Act e n t i tl e d :  " A n  act c r e a t i n g  the offi c e  of rural d e v e l o p m e n t ,  an d

the R ural D e v e l o p m e n t  Council? and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT ENAC TE D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n 1. F I NDINGS; POLICY, P U R P O S E .  (a) T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f inds that 

t h e r e  is a p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  in the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a h e a l t h y  p r i v a t e  e c o n o m i c  

b a s e  in rural A l a s k a , that the r u r a l  a reas of the s t a t e  a n d  the m a n y  small 

c o m m u nities of the s t a t e  h a v e  b e e n  in e c o n o m i c  c r i s i s  for decad e s,  a n d  that 

in many rural c o m m u n i t i e s  a p r i v a t e  e c o n o m i c  bas e h a s  c e a s e d  to e x i s t  w h i c h  

c ondi t i on s  e n d a n g e r  the e c o nomic, social, and c u l t u r a l  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  the 

state's rural c i t i z e n s  a n d  the h e a l t h y  g r o w t h  and b a l a n c e  of the s t a t e ' s  

e n t i re  economy. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f u r t h e r  finds that w h i l e  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

f o r  economic g r o w t h  m a y  be a v a i l a b l e  to rural areas, the p r o b l e m s  o f  the 

state's rural a r e a s  are m a n y  and comple x ,  s p r e a d i n g  b e y o n d  the c o n f i n e s  or 

au t h o r i t y of a n y  on e  p ro g r a m ,  any one g o v e r n m e n t ,  or a n y  o n e  p o l i c y m a k e r  a n d

t h e refore r e q u i r i n g  a s p e c i a l  i n i t i a t i v e  on the p a r t  of all c o n c e r n e d

parties.

(b) It is the p o l i c y  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  that

(1) v i l l a g e s  and small c o m m u n i t i e s  s h o u l d  e x i s t  in the state;

(2) t h e re  is a spec i a l  c o m m i t m e n t  to th e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of a p r i v a t e  

econo m i c  b a s e  for v i l l a g e s  and s m a l l  co m m u n i t i e s ;

(3) the s t a t e  s h ou l d  u s e  its r e s o u r c e s  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  s t r e n g t h  to 

e nc o u r a g e a h e a l t h y  r u r a l  e c o nomy;

(4) the s t a t e  h a s  the p r i m a r y  p o l i c y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to act and  to
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c a t a l y z e  c o m m i t m e n t  a m o n g  m a n y  i n t e r e s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the  st a t e ,  f e d e r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t ,  local g o v e r n m e n t s ,  a n d  th e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  to p r o m o t e  a p r i v a t e  

e c o n o m y  i n  r u r a l  ar e a s ;  and

(5) th e a d v o c a c y  o f  a p r i v a t e  e c o n o m y  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  r u r a l  l i f e­

st y l e  s h o u l d  be o f  th e  h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t y  of s t a t e  p o l i c y .

(c) It is th e  p u r p o s e  of t h i s  A c t  to c r e a t e  a g o v e r n m e n t a l  s t r u c t u r e  

t h a t  w i l l  f u n c t i o n  as the a d v o c a t e  of r u r a l  e c o n o m i c  i s s u e s  a n d  r u r a l  c o m­

m u n i t y  i s s u e s  c o n c e r n i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h i n  state, f e d e r a l ,  a n d  local 

g o v e r n m e n t s ,  and  in the p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s ,  a nd  w h i c h  w i l l  a s s i s t  r u r a l  p e o p l e

a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in la y i n g  th e f o u n d a t i o n s  of a h e a l t h y  r u r a l  p r i v a t e

e c o n o m i c  base.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 1 9  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  3 C . O F F I C E  O F  R U R A L  D E V E L O P M E N T .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 1 9 1 .  O F F I C E  O F  R U R A L  D E V E L O P M E N T .  T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  

in the O f f i c e  of the G o v e r n o r  the o f f i c e  of r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  

d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  is a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r  a n d  s e r v e s  at h i s  

p l e a s u r e .  Tire g o v e r n o r  m a y  c o n s u l t  w i t h  the c o u n c i l  c o n c e r n i n g  the

a p p o i n t m e n t  or  d i s c h a r g e  of th e  d i r e c t o r .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 0 1 .  C O U N C I L  E S T A B L I S H E D .  (a) T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  

t h e  R u ra l  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l  as the p o l i c y  c o u n c i l  fo r  the o f f i c e  of 

r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  c o u n c i l  c o n s i s t s  of

(1) the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r ;

(2) a m e m b e r  o f  e a c h  h o u s e  of th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  

t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  of t h a t  h o u s e ;

(3) four s t a t e  o f f i c e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  f r o m  a m o n g  

t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  p u b l i c  f a c i­

lities, e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  c o m­

m u n i t y  a n d  r e g i o n a l  a f f a i r s ,  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  the d i r e c t o r  o f  

t h e  d i v i s i o n  of p o l i c y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  p l a n n i n g ;
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(4) t w o  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  th e g o v e r n o r  w h o  a r e  e n g a g e d  in 

p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  w h i c h  h a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  r u r a l  i n v o l v e m e n t ;

(5) s i x  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  th e  g o v e r n o r  w h o  a r e  r e s i d e n t s  

o f  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  st a t e;  a n d

(6) t h e  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  e x t e n s i o n  s e r v i c e  of th e

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a .

(b) T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  the c o u n c i l  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r  s e r v e  at the 

p l e a s u r e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r .

(c) T h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  is c h a i r m a n  of the c o u n c i l  and o n e  of 

t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  b y  the c o u n c i l  as l e g i s l a t i v e  

c o - c h a i r m a n .

(d) M e m b e r s  of the c o u n c i l  s e r v e  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  but are 

e n t i t l e d  to p e r  d i e m  a n d  travel e x p e n s e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w  for m e m b e r s  of 

b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 1 1 .  P U R P O S E  O F  T H E  C O U N C I L .  Th e  p u r p o s e  of the c o u n­

cil is to p r o v i d e  p o l i c y  d i r e c t i o n  to the o f f i c e  a n d  t o  a s s i s t  the 

o f f i c e  in the p e r f o r m a n c e  of t h e  d u t i e s  o f  the o f f i c e .  T h e  c o u n c i l  

s h a l l  a s s i s t  in c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  of all 

d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  of g o v e r n m e n t  so t hat the n e e d  fo r  t h o s e  a c t i­

v i t i e s  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  o n  rural a r e a s  is c o n s i d e r e d  

a n d  a s s i s t  in c o o r d i n a t i n g  the a c t i v i t i e s  of d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  of 

g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  h a v e  f i e l d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  in the r u r a l  a reas to the 

e x t e n t  t h a t  t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e  to e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .  Th e 

c o u n c i l  s h a l l  a l s o  a s s i s t  the o f f i c e  in its a d v o c a c y  f u n c t i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 1 6 .  M E E T I N G S .  T h e  c o u n c i l  s h a l l m e e t  at the c a l l  of 

t h e  c h a i r m a n  or l e g i s l a t i v e  c o - c h a i r m a n ,  at the r e q u e s t  of a m a j o r i t y  of 

t h e  m e m b e r s ,  or  at a r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  tim e  as d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the 

m e m b e r s .  T h e  s t a t e  o f f i c e r s  l i s t e d  in A S  4 4 . 1 9 . 2 0 1 ( a ) ( 3 )  w h o  a r e  n o t 

a p p o i n t e d  to t h e  c o u n c i l  are e x  o f f i c i o  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o u n c i l  a n d  m a y

o H B  9 3 2



a t t e n d  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e  in all m e e t i n g s  of the c o u n c i l  but m a y  not vote. 

The c o u n c i l  m a y  c o n v e n e  m e e t i n g s  of heads of a g e n c i e s  or d e p a r t m e n t s  

w h i c h  are c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  r u r a l  m a t t e r s  or e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  if the 

c o u n c i l  d e t e r m i n e s  a m e e t i n g  to be useful.

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 2 1 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  O F  T H E  O F F I C E .  The o f f i c e  shall

(1) a c t  as a d v o c a t e  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of an e c o n o m i c  b a s e 

in r u r a l A l a s k a ,  for c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t  and for public s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  

wil l e n h a n c e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  for g r o w t h  of an e c o n o m i c  base in rural 

A l a s k a ,  a n d  for o t h e r m a t t e r s  and p r o g r am s  u s e f u l  to d e v e l o p m e n t  of the 

p r i v a t e  e c o n o m y  in r ural Alaska)

(2) act as the s t a t e a g e n c y  for f e d e r a l  rural d e v e l o p m e n t  

p r o g r a m s  w h e n  a p p r o p r i a t e )

(3) c o o r d i n a t e  r ural d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m s  among d e p a r t m e n t s  

and a g e n c i e s )

(4) act as a d v o c a t e  for rural d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  are

not w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of a sp e c i f i c  d e p a r t m e n t  or agency;

(5) act as a d v o c a t e  for a p p r o p r i a t e  t e c h n o l o g y  d e v e l o p m e n t

for r u r a l  n e e d s .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 2 6 .  STAFF. W i t h i n  b u d g e t  and a p p r o p r i a t i o n  limits, 

the d i r e c t o r  m a y  h i r e  s t a f f  a n d  d et e r m i n e  their c o m p e n s a t i o n .  Except 

for m a k i n g  i n q u i r i es ,  n e i t h e r  the council nor a n  individual m e m b e r  of 

the c o u n c i l  m a y  give o r d e r s  to the staff o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m a tters.

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 3 1 .  R E PO R T S .  Before J a n u a r y  15 of each y ea r  the 

o f f i c e  s h a l l s u b m i t  to th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e p o r t  d e s c r i b i n g  

the a c t i v i t i e s  of the c o u n c i l  an d  the o f f i c e  for the p r e c e d i n g  year.

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 3 6 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 1 9 1  - 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 3 6

(1) " c o u n c i l "  m e a n s  the Rural D e v e l o p m e n t  Council)

(2) " d i r e c t o r "  m e a n s  the d i r e c t o r  o f  the o ff i c e  of ru r a l  d e­

v e l o p m e n t  )
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(3) " o f f i c e "  m e a n s  the office of rural d e v e l o p m e n t .

* Sec. 3. T h i s  Act takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i at e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  wit h  AS 0 1 . 1 0

0 7 0 ( c ) .


