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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 8 / 8 0
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y

I N  T H E  H O U S E  BY M U N S O N

H O U S E  B ILL NO. 860 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

For a n  Act ent it l e d :  " A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to the i n h e r e n t  r i s k s  of skiing; an d

p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  F I N D I N G S  AND  INTENT. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f inds that 

th e  s p o r t  of s k i i n g  is p r a c t i c e d  b y  a large n u m b e r  o f  r e s i d e n t s  of the s t a t e 

a n d  a t t r a c t s  a large n u m b e r  of n o n r e s i d e n t s ,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  c o n t r i b u t i n g  to 

the e c o n o m y  of the st a t e .  It f u r t h e r  finds that i n s u r a n c e  c a r r i e r s  ar e 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e l u c t a n t  to p r o v i d e  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  p r o t e c t i o n  to ski are a 

o p e r a t o r s  a n d  that th e  p r e m i u m s  b y  i n s u r a n c e  c a r r i e r s  h a v e  r i s e n  s h a r p l y  in 

r e c e n t  y e a r s  due to c o n f u s i o n  as to w h e t h e r  a s kier a s s u m e s  the r i s k s  i n­

h e r e n t  in th e  sport of skiing. It is the int e n t  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  in e n a c t­

ing  this Ac t  to c l a r i f y  the l a w  in r e l a t i o n  to s k i i n g  i n j u r i e s  an d  the r isks 

i n h e r e n t  in that s p o r t  an d  to p r o v i d e  that, as a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  p o l i c y,  a 

p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  in t h a t  s port m a y  n o t  r e c o v e r  f r o m  a s k i  a r e a  o p e r a t o r  for 

i n j u r i e s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t hose i n h e r e n t  risks.

* Sec. 2. AS 0 9 . 1 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  ad d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  2. L I M I T A T I O N S  O N  CLA I MS  A R I S I N G  F R O M  

I N H E R E N T  RISKS O F  SKIING.

Sec. 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 0 0 .  L I M I T A T I O N S  O N  CLAIMS, (a) A  s k i e r  m a y  n o t  

r e c o v e r  f r o m  a sk i  a r e a  o p e r a t o r  for i n j u r y  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  a n  i n h e r e n t  

r i s k  o f  skiing.

(b) A c l a i m  a g a i n s t  a ski a r e a  o p e r a t o r  a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  a n  i n j u r y  

to a  s k i e r  is b a r r e d  u n l e s s  the ski a r e a  o p e r a t o r  is n o t i f i e d  o f  th e 

i n j u r y  w i t h i n  90 day s  of i t s  o c c u r r e n c e  or w i t h i n  90 d a y s  a f t e r  t h e
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s k i e r  d i s c o v e r s  or t h r o u g h  th e  us e  of r e a s o n a b l e  d i l i g e n c e  s h o u l d  h a v e  

d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  injury.

Sec. 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 1 0 .  . I N F O R M A T I O N  FOR  SKIE R S .  A  ski a r e a  o p e r a t o r  s h al l

p o s t  trail s i g n s  at p r o m i n e n t  l o c a t i o n s  w i t h i n  a ski a r e a  w h i c h  s h a l l

i n c l u d e  a l i s t  of the i n h e r e n t  r i s k s  of  s k i i n g  a n d  the l i m i t a t i o n  o n  

l i a b i l i t y  o f  the ski a r e a  o p e r a t o r  p r o v i d e d  by AS 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 0 0 .

Sec. 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 2 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In AS 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 0 0  - 0 9 . 1 0 . 3 2 0

(1) " i n h e r e n t  r i s k s  of s k i i n g "  m e a n s  the d a n g e r s  or c o n d i­

tio n s  w h i c h  a r e  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of the s p o r t  o f  skiing, i n c l u d i n g ,  bu t 

n o t  l i m i t e d  to,

(A) c h a n g i n g  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s ;

(B) v a r i a t i o n s  or s t e e p n e s s  in terrain;

(C) s n o w  o r  ice c o n d i t i o n s ;

(D) s u r f a c e  or s u b s u r f a c e  c o n d i t i o n s  s u c h  as b a r e  spots,

f o r e s t  growth, r o c k s ,  a n d  stumps;

(E) c o l l i s i o n s  w i t h  lift towe r s ,  o ther s t r u c t u r e s ,  an d 

t h e i r  c o m p o n e n t s ;

(F) c o l l i s i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  skiers; and

(G) a s k i e r ' s  f a i l u r e  to s k i w i t h i n  h i s  o w n  a b i l i ty ;

(2) " i n j u r y "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y  or p r o p e r t y  d a m a g e  or

l088 >

(3) " s k i e r "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  i n  a ski a re a  e n g a g e d  in the s p o r t

o f  skiing;

(4) "ski a r e a "  m e a n s  a n  a r e a  d e s i g n a t e d  by a s k i  a r e a  o p e r a­

tor to be  u s e d  for s k i i n g ;

(5) "ski a r e a  o p e r a t o r "  m e a n s  the o p e r a t o r  o f  a ski area.

* Sec. 3. A S  0 5 . 2 0 . 0 1 2  is r e p e a l e d .

* Sec. 4. T h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  0 1 . 1 0 . -  

0 7 0 ( c ) .
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