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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 8 / 8 0
R e f e r r e d :  L a b o r  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t

B Y  M U N S O N , H U R L B E R T , M A R T I N ,
IN T H E  H O U S E  P H I L L I P S  A N D  R O G E R S

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 859 

IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

For a n  Ac t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  e x t e n d i n g  c e r t a i n  b e n e f i t s  to the p e r m a n e n t l y

a n d  t o t a l l y  d i s a b l e d . "

BE I T  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  4 7 . 2 5  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to r e a d :

A R T I C L E  6A. C E R T I F I C A T I O N  OF T H E  P E R M A N E N T L Y  A N D  T O T A L L Y  D I S A B L E D .

Sec. 4 7 . 2 5 . 9 7 1 .  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  P E R M A N E N T L Y  A N D  T O T A L L Y  

D I S A B L E D .  A p e r s o n  5 0  y e a r s  of age or o v e r  who, u n d e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  

a d o p t e d  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 2 5 . 7 9 0 ,  e i t h e r  (1) is e l i g i b l e  fo r  

f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 2 5 . 7 9 0  - 4 7 . 2 5 . 9 7 0 ,  or (2) e x c e p t  for 

t h e  i n c o m e  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  w o u l d  be e l i g i b l e  for f i n a n c i a l  

a s s i s t a n c e  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 2 5 . 7 9 0  - 4 7 . 2 5 . 9 7 0 ,  m a y  o b t a i n  w r i t t e n  c e r t i f i c a­

t i o n  f r o m  the d e p a r t m e n t  of hi s  p e r m a n e n t  a n d  t o t a l  d i s a b i l i t y .

(b) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s hall a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r e s c r i b i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  

u n d e r  w h i c h  a p e r s o n  m a y  a p p l y  for an d  o b t a i n  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  h i s

p e r m a n e n t  a n d  t o t a l  d i s a b i l i t y  u n d e r  (a) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

(c) In t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  

a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s .

* Sec. 2. A S  2 8 . 1 0 . 4 1 1 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) A  r e s i d e n t  w h o  is 65 y e a r s  of a g e  or o l d e r  or w h o  is 50 y e a r s

o f  a g e  or o l d e r  a n d  c e r t i f i e d  as p e r m a n e n t l y  a n d  t o t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  u n d e r  

A S  4 7 . 2 5 . 9 7 1  is e n t i t l e d  to a n  e x e m p t i o n  f r o m  t a x  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  f o r  

o n e  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  s u b j e c t  to r e g i s t r a t i o n .  N o  e x e m p t i o n  m a y  b e  g r a n t e d  

e x c e p t  u p o n  w r i t t e n  a p p l i c a t i o n  for the e x e m p t i o n  o n  a f o r m  p r e s c r i b e d  

b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .
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* S ec. 3. A S  2 9 . 5 3 . 0 2 0 ( e )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(e) T h e  real p r o p e r t y  o w n e d  a n d  o c c u p i e d  as a p e r m a n e n t  p l a c e  of 

a b o d e  b y  a r e s i d e n t  65 y e a r s  of ag e  or o ver o r  b y  a r e s i d e n t  50 y ears 

o f  age or o v e r  w h o  h a s  b e e n  c e r t i f i e d  as p e r m a n e n t l y  a n d  t o t a l l y  d i s­

a b l e d  u n d e r  as 4 7 . 2 5 . 9 7 1 ,  is e x e m p t  from t a x a t i o n  of the a s s e s s e d  value

o f  the rea l  p r o p e r t y .  O n l y  on e  e x e m p t i o n  m a y  be g r a n t e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to 

t h e  s a m e  p r o p e r t y  and ,  if two or m o r e  p e r s o n s  are e l i g i b l e  for a n  e x e m p­

t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to t h e  s a m e  p r o p e r t y ,  the p a r t i e s  s h a l l  d e c i d e  b e t w e e n  

o r  a m o n g  t h e m s e l v e s  w h i c h  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  the b e n e f i t  of the e x e m p t i o n .

N o  rea l  p r o p e r t y  m a y  be e x e m p t e d  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  w h i c h  the a s s e s­

sor  d e t e r m i n e s ,  a f t e r  n o t i c e  and h e a r i n g  to th e  p a r t i e s  c o n c e r n e d ,  has 

b e e n  c o n v e y e d  to t h e  a p p l i c a n t  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  the p u r p o s e  of o b t a i n i n g

t h e  e x e m p t i o n .  T h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of the a s s e s s o r  is a p p e a l a b l e  u nder

A S  4 4 . 6 2 . 5 6 0  - 4 4 . 6 2 . 5 7 0 .

* Sec. 4. AS 2 9 . 6 3 . 0 6 5 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) T h e  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  o w n e d  an d o c c u p i e d  b y  a r e s i d e n t  65 years of 

a g e  or o v e r , or b y  a r e s i d e n t  50 y e a r s  of a g e  or o v e r  w h o  h a s  b e e n  

c e r t i f i e d  as p e r m a n e n t l y  a n d  t o t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 2 5 . 9 7 1 ,  or bj£ 

t h e  s p o u s e , w i d o w ,  w i d o w e r ,  or m i n o r  h eir o f  the o r i g i n a l  a p p l i c a n t ,  on 

w h i c h  is l o c a t e d  o n l y  h i s  p e r m a n e n t  abode w h i c h  is a s i n g l e - f a m i l y  r e s i­

den c e ,  is e x e m p t  f r o m  (1) s p e c i a l  sewer a s s e s s m e n t s  l e v i e d  b y  a hom e 

r u l e  or g e n e r a l  l a w  m u n i c i p a l i t y  a f t e r  S e p t e m b e r  2, 1 975 a n d  (2) s p e c i a l 

w a t e r  a s s e s s m e n t s  l e v i e d  b y  a h o m e  rule o r  g e n e r a l  l a w  m u n i c i p a l i t y  

a f t e r  S e p t e m b e r  2, 1975. O n l y  o n e  e x e m p t i o n  m a y  be g r a n t e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  

t o  t h e s a m e  p r o p e r t y ,  and ,  if t w o  or m o r e  p e r s o n s  ar e  e l i g i b l e  for an 

e x e m p t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to the s a m e  p r o p e r t y ,  the p a r t i e s  s h a l l  decide 

b e t w e e n  or a m o n g  t h e m s e l v e s  w h i c h  shall r e c e i v e  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  the 

e x e m p t i o n .  N o  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  m a y  b e  e x e m p t e d  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  w h i c h  

t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  d e t e r m i n e s ,  a f t e r  n o t i c e  a n d  h e a r i n g  to the p a r t i e s
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c o n c er n e d ,  has b e e n  c o n v e y e d  to the a p p l i c a n t  p r i m a r i l y  for the p u r p o s e  

of o b t a i n i n g  t h e  exemption. The d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  is 

a p p e a l a b l e  u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 5 6 0  - 4 4 . 6 2 . 5 7 0 .

* Sec. 5. AS 2 9 . 7 3 . 0 6 0( a )  is am e n d e d  to read:

(a) A r e s i d e n t  of the s tate (1) w h o  is 65 y e a r s  of age or o l d e r  or

(2) wh o  is 50 y ears of age or o lder a n d  c e r t i f i e d  as p e r m a n e n t l y  a n d  

t o t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 2 5. 9 7 1  w h o  r ents a p e r m a n e n t  p l a c e  of a b o d e  

is e li g i b l e  for tax e q u i v a l e n c y  p a y m e n t s  f r o m  the s t a t e  t h r o u g h  the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  and R e g i o n a l  Affairs.

* Sec. 6. AS 2 9 .7 3 . 0 6 0 ( d )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(d) If two or m o r e  pers o n s  o c c u p y  a r e s i d e n c e  as t e n a n t s ,  not all 

o f  w h o m  are e l i g i b l e  for tax e q u i v a l e n c y  p a y m e n t s  u n d e r  this se c tion, 

the a s s e ss o r  s hall d e t e r m i n e  e q u i t a b l e  part i a l p a y m e n t s  to be m a d e  to 

the e l i g i b l e  tenants. However, tax e q u i v a l e n c y  p a y m e n t s  to a n  e l i g i b l e  

a p p l i c a n t  ma y  not be r e d u c e d  b e c a u s e  the s p o u s e  is less t h a n  65 y e a r s  of 

age or b e c a u s e  the s p o u s e  is no t  c e r t i f i e d  as b e i n g  p e r m a n e n t l y  a nd  

t o t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  u nder AS 4 7 . 2 5 . 9 7 1 . If all o c c u p a n t s  in a r e s i d e n c e  

are e l ig i b l e  for tax e q u i v a l e n c y  p a y m e n t s  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n ,  the o c c u­

pants shall d e c i d e  b e t w e e n  and a m o n g  t h e m s e lv e s  w h i c h  s h a l l  r e c e i v e

p a y m e n t .

* Sec. 7. AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 8 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) T h e  real p r o p e r t y  o c c u p i e d  as a p e r m a n e n t  place of a b o d e  b y  a 

r e s i d e n t  w h o  is 65 y ea r s  of age or o v e r , or w h o  is 50 y e a r s  of age or 

over and c e r t i f i e d  as p e r m a n e n t l y  an d  t o t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 2 5 . -

971, and l e a s e d  by that r e s i d e n t  f r o m  the s tate in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS

3 8 . 0 5 . 0 7 0  - 3 8 . 0 5 . 1 0 5  is exempt f r o m  the p a y m e n t  of a n n u a l  l ease rent. 

O n l y  one e x e m p t i o n  m a y  be g r a n t e d  for the same p r o p e r t y , and, if two or

m o r e  p e r so n s  are e l i g i b l e  for a n  e x e m p t i o n  for the same p r o p e r t y  the

p a r t i e s  s h a l l  de c i d e  b e t w e e n  or a m o n g  t h e ms e l v e s  w h i c h  s h a l l  r e c e i v e
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the b e n e f i t  of the e x e m p t i o n .  A n  e x e m p t i o n  m a y  n o t  b e  g r a n t e d  for a 

p o r t i o n  of the lease w h i c h  is u s e d  by the l e a s e h o l d e r  for a p u r p o s e  

o ther t h a n  his p e r m a n e n t  p l a c e  of abode.

* Sec. 8. AS 4 3 . 2 0 . 0 3 1 ( a ) ( 3 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(3) the b e n e f i t s  o f  n o n r e c o g n i t i o n  of g a i n  on the s a l e  or 

e x c h a n g e  of c e r t a i n  p r o p e r t y  u n d e r  secs. 1031, 1033 a n d  1034 of the 

I n t e r n a l  R e v e n u e  C o d e  (26 U .S . C .  secs. 1031, 1033 a n d  1034) a r e  a l l o w e d  

onl y to taxpayers wh o  p u r c h a s e  or e x c h a n g e  the p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  the 

state, ex c e p t  that the b e n e f i t s  of sec. 1034 shall be  a l l o w e d  r e g a r d l e s s  

of the location of the p r o p e r t y  for t a x p a y e r s  wh o  h a v e  a t t a i n e d  the age 

of 65 or who h a v e  a t t a i n e d  the age of 50 and h a v e  b e e n  c e r t i f i e d  as

p e r m a n e n t l y  and t o t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  u n d e r  AS  4 7 . 2 5 . 9 7 1  on or b e f o r e  the

time of the p u r c h a s e  or e x c h a n g e :

* Sec. 9. AS 4 7 . 2 5 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 47.25 .0 3 0 .  A D M I S S I O N  ON P A Y MENT. A c i t i z e n  of the U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  wh o  is o v e r  65 y e a r s  of age or 50 years of a g e and c e r t i f i e d  as 

p e r m a n e n t l y  and t o t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 2 5 . 9 7 1  and w h o  is a 

r e s i d e n t  of the s t a t e  a n d  h a s  b e e n  a r e s i d e n t  for n o t  less t h a n  15 years 

c o n t i n u o u s l y  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  his a p p l i c a t i o n ,  but w h o  is not 

d e s t i t u t e ,  may on a p p l i c a t i o n  be a d m i t t e d  to the h o m e  u p o n  h i s  a g r e e m e n t  

to p a y  to the s t a t e  a s u m  f o r  e ac h  d a y  as the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a­

tion cons i d er s  s u f f i c i e n t  to c o m p e n s a t e  the s tate for the c o s t  of c are 

a n d  su p p o r t  of the p e r s o n  at the home. W h e n  this a g r e e m e n t  is e n t e r e d  

into th e D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  m a y  r e c e i v e  the s e c u r i t y  for the 

p a y m e n t s ,  w h i c h  it c o n s i d e r s  e xp e d i e n t .

* Sec. 10. AS 4 7 . 4 5 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A p e r s o n  w h o  is 65 y ea r s  of age or over, or w h o  is 50 y e a r s  of 

age or over a n d  c e r t i f i e d  as p e r m a n e n t l y  a n d  t o t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  u n d e r

A S  4 7.25.971. w h o  was d o m i c i l e d  in the t e r r i t o r y  o n  or b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  3,
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1 9 5 9  a n d  w h o  h a s  m a i n t a i n e d  a c o n t i n u o u s  d o m i c i l e  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  or  

s t a t e  fo r  25 y e a r s  m a y  a p p l y  to t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f o r  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t o  r e c e i v e  a m o n t h l y  b o n u s  o f  $150.

* Sec. 11. AS 4 7 . 4 5 . 1 7 0  is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

Sec. 4 7 . 4 5 . 1 7 0 .  P U R P O S E .  T h e  s o l e  p u r p o s e  o f  thi s  c h a p t e r  is to 

o f f e r  a n d  p r o v i d e  all l a w - a b i d i n g  A l a s k a n s  c a p a b l e  of m a n a g i n g  t h e i r  o w n  

a f f a i r s  w h o  h a v e  m a i n t a i n e d  a d o m i c i l e  i n  the s t a t e  for at l e a s t  25 

y e a r s  a n d  h a v e  r e a c h e d  a r e t i r e m e n t  age o f  65 or w h o  h a v e  b e e n  c e r t i f i e d  

as p e r m a n e n t l y  a n d  t o t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  u n d e r  AS  4 7 . 2 5 . 9 7 1  a n d  h a v e  r e a c h e d  

the a g e  of 5 0 , a n  i n c e n t i v e  to c o n t i n u e  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  r e s i d e n c y  in t h e 

s t a t e .  U n d e r  n o  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s h a l l  t h i s  c h a p t e r  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a f o r m ,  

type, or m a n n e r ,  o f  p u b l i c  r e l i e f .  B o n u s e s  m a d e  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a r e  

n o t  p r e d i c a t e d  o n  n e e d  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  m a y  a p p e a r  to p r o v i d e  s u p p l e­

m e n t a l  i n c o m e  to s o m e  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s  w h o  w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  be f o r c e d  to  

b e c o m e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of the st a t e . T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f u r t h e r  f i n d s  a n d  

s t a t e s  that t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h a r d s h i p s  s u f f e r e d  

b y  m a n y  e l d e r l y  A l a s k a n s ,  A l a s k a n s  w h o  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  t e n a c i t y  a n d  

p e r s e v e r a n c e  m o l d e d  A l a s k a  as w e  k n o w  it t h r o u g h  s k i l l f u l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  

t h e i r  talents. T h e s e  p i o n e e r s  ar e  th e s a m e  A l a s k a n s ,  w h o  in t h e  p r i m e  

o f  t h e i r  life w e r e  in  e f f e c t  t r e a t e d  as s e c o n d - c l a s s  c i t i z e n s  by  t h e 

f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  w h o  p a i d  -much o f  t h e i r  h a r d - e a r n e d  i n c o m e  t o  a 

g o v e r n m e n t  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  did n o t  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  to p a r t i c i p a t e  t h r o u g h  

t h e  p o w e r  of t h e  b a l l o t .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a l s o  is a w a r e  o f  the f a c t  t h a t  

m a n y  of t h e s e  p i o n e e r s  h a v e  b e e n  f o r c e d  to live o u t  t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t  

y e a r s  in a r e a s  f a r  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  land  t h e y  l o v e d a n d  n u r t u r e d  a n d  t h e r e­

b y  a l s o  s u f f e r i n g ,  i n  m a n y  c a s e s ,  t h e  l o s s  of f a m i l i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  

t h e i r  o w n  k i n ,  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  is s a d  an d  f r u s t r a t i n g  to t h e m  as w e l l  

as d e p r i v i n g  n e w  g e n e r a t i o n s  of  A l a s k a n s  of t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e i r  w i s d o m  

a n d  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  h o p e f u l l y  w i l l  p r o v i d e  our p i o n e e r s
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w i t h  t h e  e c o n o m i c  m e a n s  to r e m a i n  i n  a n d  c o n t i n u e  to s e r v e  their s t a t e  

a n d  t o  e n j o y  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  of a i d i n g  t h e  n e w  A l a s k a n  in m a k i n g  t his 

s t a t e  t r u l y  " T h e  G r e a t  L a n d . "
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