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Introduced: 2/18/80
Referred: Labor and Management

BY MUNSON,HURLBERT,MARTIN,

IN THE HOUSE PHILLIPS AND ROGERS

HOUSE BILL NO. 859
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act extending certain benefits to the permanently

and totally disabled."

IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 47.25 is amended by adding a new section to read:

ARTICLE ©6A. CERTIFICATION OF THE PERMANENTLY AND TOTALLY DISABLED.

Sec. 47.25.971. CERTIFICATION OF THE PERMANENTLY AND TOTALLY
DISABLED. A person 50 years of age or over who, under regulations
adopted by the department under AS 47.25.790, either (1) is eligible for
financial assistance under AS 47.25.790 - 47.25.970, or (2) except for
the income and resources requirements, would be eligible for financial
assistance under AS 47.25.790 - 47.25.970, may obtain written certifica—
tion from the department of his permanent and total disability.

(b) The department shall adopt regulations prescribing procedures
under which a person may apply for and obtain certification of his
permanent and total disability under (a) of this section.

(c) In this section, "department” means the Department of Health
and Social Services.

Sec. 2. AS 28.10.411(c)is amended to read:

(c) A resident who is 65years of age or older or who is 50 years
of age or older and certified as permanently and totally disabled under
AS 47.25.971 is entitled to an exemption from tax under this section for
one motor vehicle subject to registration. No exemption may be granted
except upon written application for the exemption on a form prescribed
by the department.
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* Sec. 3. AS 29.53.020(e) is amended to read:

(e) The real property owned and occupied as a permanent place
abode by a resident 65 years of age or over or by a resident 50 years
of age or over who has been certified aspermanently and totally dis—
abled under as 47.25.971, is exempt from taxation of the assessed value
of the real property. Only one exemption may be granted with respect to
the same property and, if two or more persons are eligible for an exemp-—
tion with respect to the same property, the parties shall decide between
or among themselves which shall receive the benefit of the exemption.

No real property may be exempted under this subsection which the asses-—
sor determines, after notice and hearing to the parties concerned, has
been conveyed to the applicant primarily for the purpose of obtaining
the exemption. The determination of the assessor isappealable under

AS 44.62.560 - 44.62.570.

Sec. 4. AS 29.63.065(a) 1is amended to read:

(a) The real property owned and occupied by a resident 65 years of
age or over, or by a resident 50 years of age or over who has been
certified as permanently and totally disabled under AS 47.25.971, or bjf
the spouse, widow, widower, or minor heir of the original applicant, on
which 1is located only his permanent abode which 1is a single-family resi—
dence, 1is exempt from (1) special sewer assessments levied by a home
rule or general law municipality after September 2, 1975 and (2) special
water assessments levied by a home rule or general law municipality
after September 2, 1975. Only one exemption may be granted with respect
to the same property, and, if two or more persons are eligible for an
exemption with respect to the same property, the parties shall decide
between or among themselves which shall receive the benefit of the
exemption. No real property may be exempted under this subsection which
the municipality determines, after notice and hearing to the parties
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concerned, has been conveyed to the applicant primarily for the purpose
of obtaining the exemption. The determination of the municipality is
appealable under AS 44.62.560 - 44.62.570.

Sec. 5. AS 29.73.060(a) 1is amended to read:

(a A resident of the state (1) who 1is 65yearsof age or older or
(2) who is 50 years of age or older and certified as permanently and
totally disabled under AS 47.25.971 who rents a permanent place of abode
is eligible for tax equivalency payments from the state through the
Department of Community and Regional Affairs.

Sec. 6. AS 29.73.060(d) 1is amended to read:

(()) If two or more persons occupy a residence as tenants, not
of whom are eligible for tax equivalency payments under this section,
the assessor shall determine equitable partial payments to be made to
the eligible tenants. However, tax equivalency payments to an eligible
applicant may not be reduced because the spouse is less than 65 years of
age or because the spouse is not certified as being permanently and
totally disabled under AS 47.25.971. If all occupants 1in a residence
are eligible for tax equivalency payments underthis section, the occu—
pants shall decide between and among themselveswhichshall receive
payment.

Sec. 7. AS 38.05.098(a) 1is amended to read:

(@) The real property occupied as a permanent place of abode by a
resident who 1is 65 years of age or over, or who is 50 years of age or
over and certified as permanently and totally disabled under AS 47.25.-
971, and leased by that resident from the state in accordance with AS
38.05.070 - 38.05.105 1is exempt from the payment of annual lease rent.
Only one exemption may be granted for the same property, and, if two or
more persons are eligible for an exemption for the same property the

parties shall decide between or among themselves which shall receive

3 HB 859

all



the benefit of the exemption. An exemption may not be granted for a
portion of the lease which is used by the leaseholder for a purpose
other than his permanent place of abode.

Sec. 8. AS 43.20.031(a)(3) is amended to read:

3) the benefits of nonrecognition of gain on the sale
exchange of certain property under secs. 1031, 1033 and 1034 of the
Internal Revenue Code (26 U.S.C. secs. 1031, 1033 and 1034) are allowed
only to taxpayers who purchase or exchange the property within the
state, except that the benefits of sec. 1034 shall be allowed regardless
of the location of the property for taxpayers who have attained the age
of 65 or who have attained the age of 50 and havebeen <certified as
permanently and totally disabled under AS47.25.971 on or before the
time of the purchase or exchange:

Sec. 9. AS 47.25.030 is amended to read:

Sec. 47.25.030. ADMISSION ON PAYMENT. A citizen of the United
States who is over 65 years of age or 50 years of age and certified as
permanently and totally disabled under AS 47.25.971 and who 1is a
resident of the state and has been a resident for not less than 15 years
continuously immediately preceding his application, but who 1is not
destitute, may on application be admitted to the home upon his agreement
to pay to the state a sum for each day as the Department of Administra-—
tion considers sufficient to compensate the state for the cost of care
and support of the person at the home. When this agreement is entered
into the Department of Administration may receive the security for the
payments, which it considers expedient.

Sec. 10. AS 47.45.010(a) 1is amended to read:

(a) A person who is 65 years of age or over, or who is 50 years of

age or over and certified as permanently and totally disabled under

AS 47.25.971. who was domiciled in the territory on or before January 3,

4 HB 859

or



4

10

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

1959 and who has maintained a continuous domicile in the territory or
state for 25 years may apply to the commissioner of administration for
qualification to receive a monthly bonus of $150.

Sec. 11. AS 47.45.170 is amended to read:

Sec. 47.45.170. PURPOSE. The sole purpose of this chapter 1is to
offer and provide all law-abiding Alaskans capable of managing their own
affairs who have maintained a domicile in the state for at least 25
years and have reached a retirement age of 65 or who have been certified
as permanently and totally disabled under AS 47.25.971 and have reached
the age of 50, an incentive to continue uninterrupted residency in the
state. Under no circumstances shall this chapter be considered a form,
type, or manner, of public relief. Bonuses made under this chapter are
not predicated on need even though they may appear to provide supple—
mental 1income to some qualified persons who would otherwise be forced to
become responsibilities of the state. The legislature further finds and
states that this legislation recognizes the economic hardships suffered
by many elderly Alaskans, Alaskans who through their tenacity and
perseverance molded Alaska as we know it through skillful application of
their talents. These pioneers are the same Alaskans, who in the prime
of their life were in effect treated as second-class citizens by the
federal government and who paid -much of their hard-earned income to a
government in which they did not have the right to participate through
the power of the ballot. The legislature also is aware of the fact that
many of these pioneers have been forced to live out their retirement
years 1in areas far away from the land they loved and nurtured and there—
by also suffering, 1in many cases, the loss of familial relationship with
their own kin, an experience that is sad and frustrating to them as well
as depriving new generations of Alaskans of the benefits of their wisdom
and experience. This legislation hopefully will provide our pioneers
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with the economic means to

remain

in and continue to serve their state

and to enjoy the opportunity of aiding the new Alaskan in making this

state truly "The Great Land."
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