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O r i g i n a l  spo n s o r s :  M e e k i n s  and B e ir n e  Offered: 6 / 5 / 8 0

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY T H E  FREE C O N F E R E N C E  C O M M I T T E E

FREE C O N F E R E N C E  CS FOR H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 830 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

For an A c t  entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to a l c o h o l  and d r u g  abu s e ;  c h a n g i n g

the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of the of f i c e  of a l c o h o l i s m ;  and

a m e n d i n g  the a l c o h o l i s m  g r a n t - i n - a i d  p r o g r a m . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S TATE O F  ALASKA:

* Sec. 1. AS 4 7 . 3 0 . 47 5 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) Grants shall lie a w a r d e d  in a r a t i o  of 90 [75] p e r c e n t s t a t e

m o n e y  to 10 [25] p e r c e n t  c o m m u n i t y  m o n e y  [, E X C E P T  T H A T  IN C O M M U N I T I E S

D E S I G N A T E D  AS P O V E R TY  A R E A S  T H E  R A T I O  S H A L L  BE 90 P E R C E N T  STATE M O N E Y  

T O  10 P E R C E N T  C O M M U N I T Y  MONEY,] for the c o s t s  of p r o v i d i n g  staff a nd  

l i m i t e d  im p r ovement, r e n o v a t i o n  or n e w  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of f a c i l i t i e s  for 

a l c o h o l i c  d e t o x i f i c a t i o n ,  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  or " h a l f - w a y  h o u s e "  care.

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  may w a i v e  all or part of the r e q u i r e m e n t  that s tate 

m o n e y  be m a t c h e d  by c o m m u n i t y  m o n e y  if the d e p a r t m e n t  finds that 

c o m m u n i t y  m o n e y  is u n a v a i l a b l e  and w a i v e r  of the r e q u i r e m e n t  is i n  the 

b e s t  int e r e s ts  of the state. N o  g rant for i m proving, r e n o v a t i n g  or 

c o n s t r u c t i n g  may e x c e e d  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  e x ce p t  w h e n  there is a lack of a p p l i­

ca n t s  for a v a i l a b l e  m o n e y  and the n  o n l y  w i t h  the a p p r o v a l  of the R e­

v i e w  [ADVISORY] B oard on A l c o h o l i s m .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  is not r e q u i r e d  to 

a w a r d  all m oney a v a i l a b l e  u n d e r  this p r o g r a m ,  or the ful l  p e r c e n t a g e s  

s p e c i f i e d  in this s u b s e c t i o n ,  w h e n  a n o t h e r  source of m o n e y  is a v a i l a b l e  

or c ould r e a s o n a b l y  be m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to the appli c a n t .

* Sec. 2. AS 4 7 . 3 7 . 0 2 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 4 7.37.020. O F F I C E  O F  A L C O H O L I S M  AN D  D R U G  A B U S E . An o f f i c e  of 

a l c o h o l i s m  and d r u g  a buse is e s t a b l i s h e d  in the d e p a r t m e n t .  The o f f i c e
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shall he h e a d e d  hy a c o o r di n a t o r  a p p o i n t e d  h y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r .  The 

c o o r d i n a t o r  shall be a q u a l i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  wh o  has t r a i n i n g  and 

e x p e r i e n c e  in the o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t r e a t m e n t  s e r v i c e s  

for p e r s o n s  with m e di c a l - s o c i a l  problems. T he  c o o r d i n a t o r  is in the 

c l a s s i f i e d  service.

* Sec. 3. AS 4 7 .3 7 .050(a) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) An interdep a r t m en t a l  c o o r d i n a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e  is c r e a t e d ,  c o m­

posed of the c o o r d inator, [AND] the c o m m i s s i o n e r s  of h e a l t h  and social 

s e r v i c e s ,  education, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  [ HIGHWAYS], 

labor a n d  public s a f e t y , and the d i r e c to r  of the A l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e  

C o n t r o l  H o a r d . The com m i t te e  s hall meet at least twice a n n u a l l y  at the 

call of the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  and social s e r v i c e s  w h o  is its c h a i r­

man. The c o mmittee shall p r o v i d e  for the c o o r d i n a t i o n  an d  e x c h a n g e  of 

i n f o r m a t i o n  on all programs r e l a t i n g  to a l c o h o l i s m  and act as a p e r m a­

nent l i ai so n  among state d e p a r t m e n t s  e n g a g e d  in a c t i v i t i e s  a f f e c t i n g  

a l c o h o l i c s  and i n t o x icated p e rs o n s .  The c o m m i t t e e  s hall a s s i s t  the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  and s o c i a l  services and the c o o r d i n a t o r  in 

f o r m u l a t i n g  a compr eh e n s i v e  p l a n  for p r e v e n t i o n  of a l c o h o l i s m  a n d for 

t r e a t m e n t  of alcoh o l i c s  and i n t o x i c a t e d  p e r s o n s .

* Sec. 4. AS 4 7 . 3 7 . 0 6 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 47.37.060. UKVIEW [ADVISORY] B O A R D  ON A L C O H O L I S M .  T h e r e  is 

e s t a b l i s h e d  in the D e p a r t me n t  of Health a n d  Social S e r v i c e s  a R e v i e w  [AN 

A D V I S O R Y ]  Board on Alcohol i s m .  This b o a r d  s hall f u n c t i o n  as a s t a n d i n g  

c o m m i t t e e  of the St atewide H e a l t h  C o o r d i n a t i n g  C o u n c i l  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r

AS 1 8 . 0 7 . 0 1 1 .

* Sec. 5. AS 47.37.130(c) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) The off i c e  shall i n s u r e  that [PROVIDE] a d e q u a t e  an d  a p p r o p r i­

ate tr e a t m e n t  is p r o vided to [FOR] a l c o h o l i c s  and i n t o x i c a t e d  p e r so n s  

a d m i t t e d  u n d e r  AS 47 . 3 7 . 1 6 0  - 4 7 . 3 7 . 1 9 0  w i t h i n  the limits of a v a i l a b l e
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stat:e a n d  f e d e r a l  funds.

* Sec. 6. A S  4 7 . 3 7 . 1 6 0 ( c )  Is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) W h e n  a p a t i e n t  r e c e i v i n g  i n p a t i e n t  c a r e  l e a v e s  a n  a p p r o v e d  

p u b l i c  treatment, f a c i l i t y ,  he  s h a ll  be e n c o u r a g e d  to c o n s e n t  to a p p r o ­

pr i a t e  o u t p a t i e n t  o r  i n t e r m e d i a t e  t r e a t m e n t .  If it a p p e a r s  to the a d m i n ­

ist r a t o r  in c h a r g e  of the t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  that the p a t i e n t  is a n  

a l c o h o l i c  who r e q u i r e s  help, the a d m i n i s t r a t o r  [O F FICE] s h a l l  a r r a n g e  

for a s s i s t a n c e  in o b t a i n i n g  s u p p o r t i v e  s e r v i c e s  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  f a c i l i ­

ties .

* Sec. 7. AS 4 7 . 3 7 . 1 9 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A f t e r  a h e a r i n g  i n i t i a t e d  b y  p e t i t i o n  of h i s  s p o u s e  or g u a r d i ­

an, a r e l a t i v e ,  th e  c e r t i f y i n g  p h y s i c i a n ,  o r  the a d m i n i s t r a t o r  in c h a r g e  

of an a p p r o v e d  p u h l i c  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y ,  a p e r s o n  m a y  be c o m m i t t e d  to  

the c u s t o d y  of a p r i v a t e  or p u b l i c  f a c i l i t y  [THE O F F I C E ]  b y  the s u p e r i o r  

court. T h e  p e t i t i o n  s h al l  a l l e g e  tha t  the p e r s o n  is an a l c o h o l i c  w h o  

h a b i t u a l l y  lacks s e l f - c o n t r o l  in u s i n g  a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e s  and  t h a t  h e  

(1) has t h r e a t e n e d ,  a t t e m p t e d  to in f l i c t ,  or i n f l i c t e d  p h y s i c a l  h a r m  o n  

a n o t h e r  a n d  t hat u n l e s s  c o m m i t t e d  is l i k e l y  to i n f l i c t  p h y s i c a l  h a r m  o n  

a n o t h e r j  or (2) is i n c a p a c i t a t e d  b y  a l c o h o l .  A r e f u s a l  to u n d e r g o  t r e a t­

men t  does not c o n s t i t u t e  e v i d e n c e  of lac k  of j u d g m e n t  as to the n e e d  for 

t r e a t m e n t .  T h e  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l be a c c o m p a n i e d  by a c e r t i f i c a t e  of a 

l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n  w h o  h a s  e x a m i n e d  the p e r s o n  w i t h i n  t w o  days b e f o r e  

s u b m i s s i o n  of the p e t i t i o n ,  u n l e s s  the p e r s o n  w h o s e  c o m m i t m e n t  is s o u g h t  

has r e f u s e d  to s u b m i t  to a m e d i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  in w h i c h  c a s e  t h e  f a c t  

of r e f u s a l  s ha l l  be a l l e g e d  in the p e t i t i o n .  T h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  s h a l l  s e t  

out the p h y s i c i a n ' s  f i n d i n g s  in s u p p o r t  o f  the a l l e g a t i o n s  of t h e  p e t i ­

tion .

* Sec. 8. AS 4 7 . 3 7 . 2 0 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to r e ad :

(a) At the h e a r i n g  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 3 7 . 1 9 0 ( b ) ,  the c o u r t  o r
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the j u ry ,  if r e q u e s t e d  u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 3 7 . 1 9 0 ( c ) ,  s h a l l  h e a r  all r e l e v a n t  

t e s t i m o n y ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  if p o s s i b l e ,  the t e s t i m o n y  of  at least one 

l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n  w h o  h a s  e x a m i n e d  the p e r s o n  w h o s e  c o m m i t m e n t  is 

s o u g h t .  The p e r s o n  w h o s e  c o m m i t m e n t  is s o u g h t  s h a l l  be p r e s e n t  u n l e s s  

th e  c o u r t  b e l i e v e s  that h i s  p r e s e n c e  is l i k e l y  to be i n j u r i o u s  to him, 

in w h i c h  cas e  t h e  c o u r t  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a g u a r d i a n  ad l i t e m  to r e p r e s e n t  

h i m  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g .  T h e  c o u r t  m a y  e x a m i n e  the p e r s o n  in o p e n  

c o u r t ,  or if a d v i s a b l e ,  e x a m i n e  h i m  out o f  co ur t .  If the p e r s o n  ha s 

r e f u s e d  to be e x a m i n e d  b y  a l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n ,  h e  shall be g i v e n  an 

o p p o r t u n i t y  to r e q u e s t  e x a m i n a t i o n  by a c o u r t - a p p o i n t e d  l i c e n s e d  p h y s i­

c i a n .  If he f a i l s  to r e q u e s t  a m e d i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  and t h e r e  is s u f f i­

c i e n t  e v i d e n c e  to b e l i e v e  that the a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  the p e t i t i o n  are t r u e ,

o r  if the c o u r t  b e l i e v e s  that m o r e  m e d i c a l  e v i d e n c e  is n e c e s s a r y ,  the 

c o u r t  m a y  i s s u e  a t e m p o r a r y  o r d e r  c o m m i t t i n g  h i m  to a p r i v a t e  or p u b l i c  

f a c i l i t y  [THE O F F I C E ]  f o r  a p e r i o d  of n o t  mor e  t h a n  five d ays for p u r ­

p o s e s  of a d i a g n o s t i c  e x a m i n a t i o n .

* S e c .  9. AS 47. .3 / . 200 ( b ) i3 a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) If a f t e r  h e a r i n g  all r e l e v a n t  e v i d e n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  the r e s u l t s  

o f  a n y  d i a g n o s t i c  e x a m i n a t i o n  b y  the p r i v a t e  o r  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t y  [ O FF I C E ]  

t h e  c ou r t  or t h e  j u r y  finds that g r o u n d s  for i n v o l u n t a r y  c o m m i t m e n t  h a v e  

b e e n  c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  the c o u r t  s h a l l  i s s u e  an o r d e r  of c o m m i t m e n t  

to the p r i v a t e  or p u b l i c  f a c i l i t y  [OFFICE]. N o  c o u r t  m a y  o r d e r  the 

c o m m i t m e n t  of a p e r s o n  u n l e s s  it d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  a p r i v a t e  or p u b l i c  

f a c i l i t y  [THE O F F I C E ]  is a ble to p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  and a p p r o p r i a t e  t r e a t­

m e n t  for h im.

* Sec . 10. A S  4 7 . 3 7 . 2 0 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) A p e r s o n  c o m m i t t e d  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 3 7 . 1 9 0  - 4 7 . 3 7 . 2 0 0  shall r e m a i n  

i n  the c u s t o d y  o f  a p r i v a t e  o r  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t y  [THE O F F I C E ]  for t r e a t­

m e n t  for a p e r i o d  of u p  to 30 days. A t  the e n d  of the 3 0 - d a y  p e r i o d ,  h e

-4- F C C S H B  83 0
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shall he d i s c h a r g e d  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  unless the office, be f o r e  the 

e x p i r a t i o n  of the period, obta in s  a court o r d e r  for his r e c o m m i t m e n t  

upo n the g r ou n d s  set out in AS 4 7 . 3 7 . 1 9 0( a )  for a furt h e r  p e r i o d  o f  up 

to 90 days. If a p e r s o n  has bee n  c o m m i t t e d  b e c a u s e  he is an a l c o h o l i c  

l i k e l y  to inflict p hy s i c a l  h a r m  o n  a n o ther, the of f i c e  shall a p p l y  for 

r e c o m m i t m e n t  if a fter e x a m i n a t i o n  it is d e t e r m i n e d  that the l i k e l i h o o d  

still exists.

* Sec. 11. AS 4 7 . 3 7 . 2 0 0 ( d )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(d) A per s o n  r e c o m m i t t e d  under (c) of this s e c t i o n  who has not

bee n  d i s c h a r g e d  by the p r i v a t e  or public f a c il i t y  [OFFICE] b e f o r e  th e  

end of the 90 - d a y  p e r i o d  shall be d i s c h a r g e d  at the e x p i r a t i o n  of that 

p e r i o d  u n l e s s  the offi ce ,  b e f o r e  e x p i r a t i o n  of the period, o b t a i n s  a 

court o r d e r  on the g r o u n d s  set out in AS 4 7 . 3 7 . 1 9 0 ( a )  for r e c o m m i t m e n t  

for a f u r t h e r  p er i o d  not to e x c e e d  90 days. If a p e r s o n  has b e e n  

c o m m i t t e d  b e c a u s e  he is an a l c o h o l i c  l i k e l y  to inflict p h y s i ca l  h a r m  on 

a n o t h e r ,  the o f f i c e  shall a p p l y  for r e c o m m i t m e n t  if a fter e x a m i n a t i o n  it 

is d e t e r m i n e d  that the l i k e l i h o o d  still exists. No m or e  than two 

r e c o m m i t m e n t  orders may be p e r m i t t e d  u n d e r  (c) and (d) of this s e c t i o n .

* Sec. 12. AS 4 7 . 3 7 . 2 0 0 ( f )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(f) A p r i v a t e or public f a c ility [THE OFFICE] shall p r o v i d e  a d e­

quate and a p p r o p r i a t e  t r e at m e n t  for a p e r s o n  in its custody. A p u b l i c  

f a c i l i t y  [THE OFFI C E ]  m a y  t ra n s f e r  a p e r s o n  in its c u s t o d y  from  o ne  

a p p r o v e d  pu b l ic  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  to a n o t h e r  if the tr a nsfer is m e d i c­

all y  advis a b l e .

* Sec. 13. AS 4 7 . 3 7 . 2 3 0 ( a )  is amen d e d  to read:

(a) Cities [THE O F F I C E  A N D  CITIES] a n d  b o r oughs m a y  e s t a b l i s h

e m e r g e n c y  s e r v ic e  p a t r o l s . An e m e r g e n c y  s e r v i c e  patrol c o n s i s t s  of 

p e r s o n s  trained to g ive a s s i s t a n c e  in p u b l i c  places to persons w h o  are 

i n t o x i c a t e d.  M e m b e r s  of an e m e r g e n c y  s e r v i c e  patrol shall be c a p a b l e  of

-5- FC C S H B 830
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p r o v i d i n g  f i r s t  aid in e m e r g e n c y  s i t u a t i o n s  and shall he capable of 

t r a n s p o r t i n g  i n t o x i c a t e d  persons to t h e i r  homes and to and from p u b l i c  

t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t i e s .

* Sec. 14. A S  4 7 . 3 7 . 2 4 0 ( a )  is amen d e d  to read:

(a) A p a t i e n t  in an a pp r o v e d  t r e a t m e n t  facility, or the p e r s o n  

o b l i g a t e d  to p r o v i d e  for the cost of t r e a t m e n t of a p e r s o n  com m i t te d  

u n d e r  this chapt e r , is liable to the p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  f a c ility [OFFICE] 

for the c o s t  of m a i n t e n a n c e  and t r e a t m e n t  of the p a t i e n t  in a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  rates e s t a b l i s h e d  by the c o o r d i n a t o r .

* Sec. 13. AS 4 7 . 3 7 . 2 7 0 ( 2 )  is amended to read:

(2) "ap p r o v e d  p r i v a te  t r e a t m e n t  fac i l it y "  or "private f a c i l­

ity "  m e a n s  a p r i v a t e  a g e n c y  m e e t i n g  the st a n d ar d s  p r e s c r i b e d  in AS 4 7 . -  

3 7 . 1 4 0 ( a )  an d  a p p r o v e d  u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 3 7 . 1 4 0 ( c ) ;

* Sec. 16. AS 4 7 . 3 7 . 2 7 0 ( 3 )  is amended to read:

(3) " a p p r ov e d  public t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y "  or "public f a c i l i t y "

m e a n s  a t r e a t m e n t  a g e n c y  o p e r a t i n g  u n d e r  the d i r e c t i o n  and control of

the o f f i c e  or p r o v i d i n g  t r eatment u n d e r  this chap t e r  through a c o n t r a c t  

w i t h  the o f f i c e  u nder AS 4 7 . 3 7 .1 3 0 ( g )  or through a grant awarded u n d e r  

AS 4 7 . 3 0 . 4 7 5 ,  and m e e t i n g  the s t a n d a r d s  p r e s c r i b e d  in AS 4 7. 3 7 . 1 4 0 ( a )  

a n d  a p p r o v e d  u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 3 7.140(c);

* Sec. 17. AS 4 7 . 3 7 . 2 7 0 ( 1 1 )  is a m e n d ed  to read:

(11) "offi c e "  m e a n s  the o f f i c e  of a l c o h o l i s m  and drug a b u s e

w i t h i n  the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  Services;

* Sec. 18. A S  4 7 . 3 7 . 2 7 0  is amended b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(13) "board" m e a n s  the R e v i e w  Board on A l c o h o l i s m  e s t a b l i s h e d  

u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 3 7 . 0 6 0 .
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