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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  O s t e r b a c k ,  A n d e r s o n
and llurlbert

Offered: 4/24/80
Referred: Finan c e

IN T H E  H O U S E HY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

C S  FOR H O U S E  BILL NO. 812

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A BILL

F o r  an Act: e n t i t l e d :  "An Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  an A d v i s o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  on Justic e ;

and p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  da t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E  S T A T E  OF  ALAS K A:

* S e c t i o n  1. A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I S S I O N  ON J U S T I C E .  T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  in the 

j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h  as a t e m p o r a r y  c o m m i s s i o n  the A d v i s o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  on J u s t ic e .

* Sec. 2. M E M B E R S H I P .  (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i s t s  of el e ve n  m e m b e r s  as

f o l l o w s :

(1) the c h a i r m a n  of the senate j u d i c i a r y  c o m m i t t e e  or his d e s i g n e e  

an d  the c h a i r m a n  of the h o u s e  j u d i c i a r y  c o m m i t t e e  or his designee;

(2) t hree m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  by the j u d i c i a l  council who shall be 

b r o a d l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e a g e n c i e s  in the state;

(3) t h r e e  A l a s k a  Natives, one a p p o i n t e d  by the governor, and one 

by the p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  of e a c h  h o us e  of the legislature;

(4) two Blacks, on e  a p p o i n t e d  by the p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  of eac h  

h o u s e  of the l e g i s l a t u r e ;  and

(5) one m e m b e r  from a n o t h e r  m i n o r i t y ,  a p p o i n t e d  by the g o v e r n or .

(b) The c h a i r m a n  of the se n a t e  j u d i c i a r y  c o m m i t t e e  or his d e s i g n e e  and 

the c h a i r m a n  of the h o u s e  j u d i c i a r y  c o m m i t t e e  or his d e si g n e e  serve ex o f f i c i o  

a n d  m a y  not v o t e  on m a t t e r s  b e f o r e  the c o m m i s s i o n .

(c) M e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  serve at the p l e a s u r e  of the a p p o i n t i n g  

a u t h o r i t y .

(d) A p p o i n t m e n t s  to the c o m m i s s i o n  s hall be m a d e  w i t h i n  one m o n t h  of 

the e f f e c t i v e  date of this Act, or of the e f f e c t i v e  date of a v a c a n c y  on the 

c o m m i s s i o n .
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* Sec. 1. C O M P E N S A T I O N  A N D  E X P E N S E S  FOR C O M M I S S I O N  M E M B E R S .  Memb e r s  of 

the c o m m i s s i o n  w h o  are p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  or s t a te  e m p l o y e e s s e r v e  witho u t  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  but are e n t i t l e d  to pe r  d i e m  an d  travel e x p e n s e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  law 

for s t a t e  bo a r ds  and c o m m i s s i o n s .  M e m b e r s  w h o  are not p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  or 

s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  are e n t i t l e d  to $ 1 5 0  for e a c h  day they d e v o t e  to wor k of the 

c o m m i s s i o n  and to per d i e m  and travel e x p e n s e s  p r o vided by law for state 

bo a r d s  and c o m m i s s i o n s .

* Sec. A. M E E T I N G S .  Th e  c o m m i s s i o n  shall m e e t  as o f t e n  as n e c e s s a r y  in

o r d e r  to p e r f o r m  its duties. T h e  first m e e t i n g  of the c o m m i s s i o n  shall be

c o n v e n e d  at the call of the g o v e r n o r  not later than 20 d a y s  f o l l o w i n g  a p p o i n t­

ment of the m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n .

* Sec. 5. DUTIES. (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  shall

(1) p r e p a r e  a w r i t t e n  a n a l y s i s  of the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the r e c o m­

me n d a t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  in the r e p o r t  m a d e  b y  the A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  on M i n o r i t y  

S e n t e n c i n g  P ra c t i c e s ,  m a n d a t e d  b y  the E l e v e n t h  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  First Session, 

u n d e r  ch. A2, SLA 1979, and r e v i e w  and m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o n  other s u b j e c t s  

c o n t a i n e d  in that report;

(2) i n v e s t i g a t e  an d r e p o r t  on p r a c t i c e s  w i t h i n  the j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  

w h i c h  ma y v i o l a t e  the civil r i g h t s  of or u n f a i r l y  d i s a d v a n t a g e  u rban or 

ru r a l  residents, m i n o r i t i e s  or the poor;

(3) h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  in all r e g i o n s  of the s t a t e  for the 

p u r p o s e  of r e c e i v i n g  t e s t i m o n y  o n  c o m p l a i n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  the p r e s e n t  j u s t i c e  

s y s t e m  and  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  for i m p r o v e m e n t  of the c u r r e n t  proce s s e s ;

(4) i n v e s t i g a t e ,  r e p o r t  and m ak e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  at least a n n u a l­

ly, in order to e f f e c t  equal a c c e s s  to j u s t i c e  and e qual t r e a t m e n t  of all 

p e o p l e  in A l a s k a  by  the j u s t i c e  system; the r e p o r t s an d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  shall 

be s u b m i t t e d  to the j u d i c i a l  co u n c i l ,  the g overnor, the c h i e f  j u s t i c e  of the 

s u p r e m e  court, the p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  of e a c h  h o u s e  of the le g i s lature, and 

t h e  public; and s h a l l  i n c l u d e  m i n o r i t y  r e p o r t s  of those m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s -
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s i o n  w h o  may not be tn a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  the m a j o r i t y ;

(5) p r e p a r e  a n  a n n u a l  b u d g e t  to be s u b m i t t e d  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  

f o r  a p p r o v a l  of a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  f u n d  for e x p e n s e s  of the 

c o m m i s s i o n .

(b) T h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t  of the c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  be s u b m i t t e d  by A p r i l  1, 

1985, to the j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l ,  the g o v e r n o r ,  the c h i e f  j u s t i c e  of the s t a t e  

s u p r e m e  court, a n d  the p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  of e a c h  h o u s e  of the l e g i s l a t u r e .

* Sec. 6. POWERS. (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y

(1) h i r e  s t a f f  n e e d e d  to a s s i s t  the c o m m i s s i o n  in the p e r f o r m a n c e  

of its d u t i e s  u n d e r  this Act;

(2) se l e c t  a c h a i r m a n  an d  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  as n e e d e d  f r o m  m e m b e r s  of 

the c o m m i s s i o n ;

(3) w i t h i n  th e limits of l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for the p u r­

pos e ,  c o n t r a c t  for s e r v i c e s  n e e d e d  to c a r r y  ou t  t h e  du t i e s of the c o m m i s s i o n .

* Sec. 7. C O O P E R A T I O N  F RO M  O T H E R  S T A T E  A G E N C I E S  AND I N S T R U M E N T A L I T I E S .  

S t a t e  a g e n c i e s ,  boards a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s ,  and p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  of the 

s t a t e  s hall c o o p e r a t e  a n d  p r o v i d e ,  w i t h o u t  c h a r g e ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  as r e q u e s t e d
t

by  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  in the p e r f o r m a n c e  of its d u t i e s .  The c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  pa y 

th e  a c t u a l  c o s t  of r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  it r e q u e s t s .

* Sec. 8. D E F I N I T I O N S .  In this Act

(1) " c o m m i s s i o n "  m e a n s  the A d v i s o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  J u s t i c e ;

(2) " j u s t i c e  s y s t e m "  i n c l u d e s  the c o u r t  system, the e x e c u t i v e  

b r a n c h ,  and l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  e n t i t i e s .

* Sec. 9. T E R M I N A T I O N .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  t e r m i n a t e s  M a y  1, 1985.

* Sec. 10. E F F E C T I V E  DATE. T h i s  Act  takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d­

a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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