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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 8 / 8 0
R e f e r r e d :  C o m m u n i t y  & 
R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY B R A N S O N

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 797 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

For a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of h o m e  r u l e

c i t i e s ."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  2 9 . 0 8  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 2 9 . 0 8 . 0 4 5 .  R E C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  O F  H O M E  R UL E  C I T I E S  IN T H E  U N ­

O R G A N I Z E D  B O R O U G H .  (a) T h e  r e s i d e n t s  of a h o m e  ru l e  c i t y  l o c a t e d

o u t s i d e  a n  o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  m a y  p e t i t i o n  to r e c l a s s i f y  as a u n i f i e d

m u n i c i p a l i t y .  T h e  p e t i t i o n  m a y  r e q u e s t  r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of the h o m e  

rule cit y  w i t h  or w i t h o u t  i n c l u s i o n  of a d d i t i o n a l  l and a d j a c e n t  to the 

c i t y .

(b) A r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be p r o p o s e d  b y  

f i l i n g  a p e t i t i o n  w i t h  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s .  

T h e  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  be s u p p o r t e d  b y  m a p s ,  d o c u m e n t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a­

tio n  w h i c h  the d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  r e q u i r e  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  to s h o w  tha t t h e  

m u n i c i p a l i t y  p r o p o s e d  to be f o r m e d  b y  r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  m e e t s  the s t a n ­

dards for i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of a n  o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  u n d e r  AS 2 9 . 1 8 . 0 3 0 .  T h e  

p e t i t i o n  m u s t  be s i g n e d  b y  a n u m b e r  o f  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  of the h o m e  

r u l e  c i t y  e q u a l  to 25 p e r c e n t  o f  the v o t e r s  w h o  v o t e d  in the last 

r e g u l a r  e l e c t i o n  of t h a t  c ity. If t h e p e t i t i o n  r e q u e s t s  r e c l a s s i f i c a­

ti o n  of th e c i t y  a n d  l and a d j a c e n t  to the city, the p e t i t i o n  m u s t  a l s o  

b e  s i g n e d  b y  a n u m b e r  of r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  o f  th e  a r e a  o u t s i d e  t h e  c i t y  

w h i c h  is i n c l u d e d  i n  th e  p r o p o s e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  e q u a l  to 25 p e r c e n t  o f  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  v o t e r s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  w h o  v o t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  s t a t e  g e n e r a l

e l e c t i o n .
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(c) The  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  r e v i e w  the p e t i t i o n  fo r  c o n t e n t  and 

s i g n a t u r e s  and s h a l l  r e t u r n  d e f i c i e n t  p e t i t i o n s  to th e  s p o n s o r  of the 

p e t i t i o n  for c o r r e c t i o n  a n d  c o m p l e t i o n .

(d) If the p e t i t i o n  c o n t a i n s  a n d  is s u p p o r t e d  b y  the i n f o r m a t i o n  

r e q u i r e d  to be s u b m i t t e d  b y  (b) o f  this s e c t i o n ,  the d e p a r t m e n t  shall 

i n v e s t i g a t e  the p r o p o s a l .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  r e p o r t  the f i n d i n g s  of 

its i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  its r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  on  the p r o p o s a l  to the L o c a l  

B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n .

(e) The L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  h old a t  l east one p u b l i c  

h e a r i n g  in the m u n i c i p a l i t y  p r o p o s e d  to be f o r m e d  b y  r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  to 

r e c e i v e  p u b l i c  t e s t i m o n y  c o n c e r n i n g  the p r o p o s a l .

(f) If th e L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  that a p r o p o s a l  

s u b m i t t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  f a i l s  to m e e t  th e  s t a n d a r d s  for b o r o u g h  

i n c o r p o r a t i o n  u n d e r  A S  2 9 . 1 8 . 0 3 0 ,  it s h al l  r e j e c t  t h e  p e t i t i o n .  If the 

c o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  that the p r o p o s e d  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  the m u n i c i p a l i t y  

to b e  f o r m e d  b y  r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  c a n  be a l t e r e d  to c o m p l y  w i t h  the 

s t a n d a r d s  for b o r o u g h  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of AS 2 9 . 1 8. 0 3 0 ,  it m a y  a l t e r  the 

b o u n d a r i e s  a n d  a c c e p t  t h e  p e t i t i o n .  If the c o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  that 

the p r o p o s a l  m e e t s  the  s t a n d a r d s  for b o r o u g h  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  u n d e r  AS 29.- 

1 8 . 0 3 0 ,  it m a y  a c c e p t  the p e t i t i o n .

(g) T h e  L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  n o t i f y  the 

l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  of its a c c e p t a n c e  of a p e t i t i o n .  W i t h i n  30 days 

a f t e r  n o t i f i c a t i o n ,  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  shall o r d e r  an e l e c t i o n  in 

the p r o p o s e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  the v o t e r s  d e s i r e  e s t a b­

l i s h m e n t  of a u n i f i e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  by r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  Th e  e l e c t i o n  

s h a l l  b e  h e l d  n o t  less t h a n  3 0  n o r  m o r e  t h a n  90 d a y s  a f t e r the d a t e  of 

th e  e l e c t i o n  o r d e r .  T h r  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  shall s u p e r v i s e  the e l e c­

t i o n  i n  the g e n e r a l  m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  E l e c t i o n  Cod e

(AS 1 5 . 0 5  - 1 5 . 6 0 ) .  T h e  s t a t e  s h a l l  p a y  a l l  e l e c t i o n  costs u n d e r  this
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1 section.

2 (h) The lieutenant g o v e r n o r  shall c a n v a s s  the r e s u l t s  of the

3 election. If a ma j o r i t y  of the voters a p p r o v e  the p e t i t i o n ,  the lieu-

4 tenant go v e r n o r  shall c e r t if y  that the p e t i t i o n  has b e e n  accepted. T h e

5 area wi t h i n  the boun d a r i e s  as a p p r o v e d  by t h e  Local B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n

6 is r e c l a s s i f i e d  as a unif i e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  e f f e c t i v e  30 d ays after the

7 date of c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of the resu l t s of the e l e c t i o n b y  the l i e u t e n a nt

8 j g o v e r n o r .
I

9 j (i) On the effective date of rec l a ss i f i c a t i on ,

10 (1) the charter of the hom e  rul e  city b e c o m e s  the charter of

!
"  1 the unif i e d  municipality;

12 (2) the u n i f i e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  s u cc e e d s  to the assets and

'3 liabilities of the local g o v e r n m e n t s  w i t h i n  its b o u n d a r i e s ;

(3) the o r d i n a n c e s  of the city a pply to the u n i f i e d  m u n i c i -  

15 pality; and

(4) the city council becom e s  the assembly for the unif i e d  

m u n i c i p a l it y .

* Sec. 2. AS 29.18.090(a) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) If the Local B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  determines that a p r o p o s e d  

m u n i c i p a l i t y  fails to m e e t  the sta n da r d s  for i n c o r p o r at i o n ,  it shall 

r e j e ct  the petition. If the c o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  that the p r o p o s e d

22 m u n i c i p a l i t y  m eets the standards, it s hall accept the petition. If the

23 c o m m i s s i o n  d e termines that the p r o p o s e d  bo u n d a r i e s  c a n  be altered t o 

m e e t  the standards, it m a y  alter the b o u n d a r i e s  and a c c e p t  the p e t i t i o n . 

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  may include w i t h i n  the b o u n d a r i e s  of a p r o p o s e d  b o r o u g h  

a u n i f i e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  by r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of a home r u l e  

c ity under AS 29.08.045 if the i n c l u s i o n  of the u n i f i e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  is 

n e c e s s a r y  to c o n f o r m  the b o u n d a r i e s  of t h e  p r o p o s e d  b o r o u g h  to the
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* Sec. 3. AS 2 9 . 6 8 . 4 4 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 9 . 6 8 . 4 4 0 .  P O W E R S  O F  A  U N I F I E D  M U N I C I P A L I T Y .  A m u n i c i p a l i t y  

o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  A S  2 9 . 6 8 . 2 4 0  - 29. 6 8 . 4 4 0 o r  AS 2 9 . 0 8 . 0 4 5  shall h a v e  all 

p o w e r s

(1) n o t  p r o h i b i t e d  ^ o  it by l a w or charter;

(2) g r a n t e d  to o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h s  a n d  first class citi e s .

* Sec. 4. AS 2 9 . 6 8 . 5 0 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) A h o m e  r u l e  or g e n e r a l  law b o r o u g h  is d i s s o l v e d  w h e n  its 

e n t i r e  t e r r i t o r y  is i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  a h o m e  r u l e  or f irst class c ity or 

c itie s .  A c i t y  or u n i f i e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  by r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  

of a h o m e  rule c i t y  is d i s s o l v e d  w he n  all its p o w e r s  b e c o m e  a r e a w i d e  

b o r o u g h  powers.
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