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In t r o d u c ed :  2 / 1 8 / 8 0
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY G A R D I N E R

H O U S E  BILL NO . 792 

I N  TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SE C ON D  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to access to a d o p t i o n  r e c o r d s j  and

p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  O F  ALAS K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  18.50 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  6. A C C E S S  TO A D O P T I O N  RE C O R D S .

Sec. 1 8.50.500. R E Q U E S T  FOR ACCE S S .  A p e r s o n  w h o  is 18 y e a r s  of 

age or o l d er  m a y  r e q u e s t  the state r e g i s t r a r  to d i s c l o s e  the i n f o r m a t i o n  

on  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  of the pers o n .

Sec. 18.50.510. C O N T A C T  WITH B I O L O G I C A L  PARENTS. (a) W i t h i n  s i x  

m o n t h s  of a r e q u e s t  m a d e  u n d e r  AS 1 8 .50.500, the s ta t e  r e g i s t r a r  shall 

mak e an e f f o r t  to c o n t a c t  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  i d e n t i f i e d  o n  the

o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  of t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  a n d  n o t i f y  the m of

the r e q uest.

(b) O n  request, a c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  shall c o o p e r a t e  in the 

effo r t s  of the s tate r e g i s t r a r  to n o t i f y  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t .

(c) T h e  s tate r e g i s t r a r  m a y  c h a r g e  a r e a s o n a b l e  fee to the a d o p t e d  

p e r s o n  for the cost of the efforts m a d e  u n d e r  this s e c t io n .

(d) C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  are c o n f i d e n t i a l  u n d e r 

AS 0 9 . 2 5 . 1 1 0  and art. I, sec. 22 o f  the s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .

Sec. 18.50 . 5 2 0 .  C O N T A C T  PROC E DU R E .  (a) Th e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l

a t t e m pt  to m a k e  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  e a c h  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  n a m e d  

on th e  o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  of the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n .  T h e  c o n t a c t  

m a y  no t  b e  m a d e  b y  m a i l  an d  shall b e  made b y  the s tate r e g i s t r a r  or b y  

the c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  that p r o c e s s e d  th e  ad o p t i o n .
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(b) Th e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  or the c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  

a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  c o n t a c t e d  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n :

(1) t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  a d o p t e d

p e r s o n *

(2) t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  to f i l e  w i t h i n  the 

f o l l o w i n g  120 d a y s  a n  a f f i d a v i t  w i t h  th e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s t a t i n g  t h a t  

t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  b i r t h  s h o u l d  b e  d i s­

clo s e d *

(3) t h e  r i g h t  of th e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  to f i l e  a c o n s e n t  to

th e  d i s c l o s u r e  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  a t  a n y  time*

(4) t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  to f i l e  a n  a f f i d a v i t

s t a t i n g  that t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  b i r t h  s h o u l d  

n o t  be d i s c l o s e d *  a n d

(5) t h e  e f f e c t  of a f a i l u r e  o f  th e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  to f i l e  

e i t h e r  a c o n s e n t  t o  d i s c l o s u r e  or a n  a f f i d a v i t  s t a t i n g  t h a t  th e i n f o r m a­

t i o n  o n  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  s h o u l d  n o t  be d i s c l o s e d  w i t h i n  

12 0  day s  of t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  n o t i c e .

(c) If t h e  c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  t h a t  p r o c e s s e d  the a d o p t i o n  

c o n t a c t s  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  n a m e d  o n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of 

b i r t h ,  the a g e n c y  s h a l l  f il e  w i t h  th e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  a f f i d a v i t s  s h o w i n g  

t h a t  it p r o v i d e d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  b y  (b) o f  t his s e c t i o n .  If 

t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  c o n t a c t s  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  n a m e d  o n  the o r i g i­

na l  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  b i r t h ,  t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  m a k e  a n d  k e e p  a 

r e c o r d  w h i c h  s h o w s  t h a t  h e  p r o v i d e d  th e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  b y  (b) o f  

t h i s  s e c t i o n .

Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 3 0 .  E F F E C T  O F  F A I L U R E  T O  C O N T A C T  B I O L O G I C A L  P A R E N T .

(a) If the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  o r  t h e  c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  is n o t  a b l e  to 

c o n t a c t  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  i d e n t i f i e d  o n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  

b i r t h  w i t h i n  s i x  m o n t h s  a f t e r  a r e q u e s t  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0 ,  a n d  if
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n e i t h e r  i d e n t i f i e d  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  has f i l e d  a n  u n r e v o k e d  a f f i d a v i t  

w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s t a t i n g  t hat the i n f o r m a t i o n  on the o r i g i n a l  

c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  m a y  be d i s c l o s e d ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h a l l  be d i s c l o s e d  as 

f o l l o w s :

(1) If t h e  p e r s o n  w a s  a d o p t e d  b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  1, 1 981, he m a y  

p e t i t i o n  th e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  f o r  d i s c l o s u r e  of the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  

o f  b i r t h  a n d  the c o u r t  s h a l l  g r a n t  the p e t i t i o n  if, a f t e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

of th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  all k n o w n  p e r s o n s  i n v o l ve d ,  the c o u r t  d e t e r m i n e s  

t h a t  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w o u l d  be o f  g r e a t e r  b e n e f i t  t h a n  

n o n d i s c l o s u r e .

(2) If t h e  p e r s o n  w a s  a d o p t e d  o n  or a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1, 1981, 

the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  r e l e a s e  the r e q u e s t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  to the 

a d o p t e d  p e r s o n .

(b) If a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  i d e n t i f i e d  o n  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  

of b i r t h  ha s  f i l e d  w i t h  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  a n  a f f i d a v i t  s t a t i n g  t h a t  

t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  b i r t h  s h o u l d  n o t  be 

d i s c l o s e d ,  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  m a y  not  d i s c l o s e  the i n f o r m a t i o n  r e ­

g a r d i n g  t h a t  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  to the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  u n t i l th e  a f f i d a v i t  

is r e v o k e d .

S e c .  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 4 0 .  R E L E A S E  O F  I N F O R M A T I O N  A F T E R  NOTI C E.  (a) If, 

w i t h i n  s i x  m o n t h s  o f  the r e c e i p t  of a r e q u e s t  f r o m  a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  

u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0 ,  t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  h a s  n o t i f i e d  e a c h  b i o l o g i c a l  

p a r e n t  o n  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 1 0 ( a )  a n d  

t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  has n o t  f i l e d  an a f f i d a v i t  s t a t i n g  t h a t  the i n­

f o r m a t i o n  on  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  s h o u l d  no t  b e  d i s c l o s e d ,  

t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  d i s c l o s e  the i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  b y  the 

a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  12 1 d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  d ate of t h e  n o t i c e  to t h e  las t  b i o ­

l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  D i s c l o s u r e  m a y  a l s o  be m a d e  if, d u r i n g  th e  f i r s t  12 0  

d ays, b o t h  of t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  i d e n t i f i e d  o n  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i -
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f i c a t e  of b irth f i l e  an a f f i d a v i t  w i t h  the s t a t e  re g i s t r a r  c o n s e n t i n g  to 

the d i s c l o s u r e  o f  the i n f o r m a t i o n  an d  the a f f i d a v i t  has not b e e n  r e v o k e d 

b y  affida v i t .

(b) If o n l y  one b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  c o n s e n t s  to the d i s c l o s u r e  

w i t h i n  the f i r s t 1 2 0  days b y  fi li n g  a n  a f f i d a v i t  w i t h  the s t a t e  r e g i s­

trar, the state r e g i s t r a r  shall d i s c l o s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n l y  as to the 

c o n s e n t i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  parent.

S ec. 1 8 .5 0 . 5 5 0 .  D E A T H  O F  B I O L O G I C A L  PARENT. If a b i o l o g i c a l  

p a r e n t  n a m e d  on  a n  o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  had f il e d  w i t h  the 

s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  a n  u n r e v o k e d  a f f i d a v i t  s t a t i n g  that the i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  

the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  s h o u l d  n o t  be r e l ea s e d  a n d  that b i o­

logical parent dies, the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  m a y  p e t i t i o n  the s u p e r i o r  c ourt 

for d i s c l o s u r e  o f  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of birth. The c o u r t  shall 

g r a n t the p e t i t i o n  if, a f t e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of the i n t e r e s t s  of all 

p e r s o n s  involved, the c o u r t  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  d i s c l o su r e  of the i n f o r m a­

tion w o u l d  be o f  g r e a t e r  b e n e f i t  tha n  n o n d i s c l o s u r e .

Sec. 1 8 . 50 . 5 6 0 .  J U D I C I A L  D I S C L O S U R E .  (a) The c o u r t  m a y  order the 

s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  to r e l e a s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i d e n t i f y i n g  the b i o l o g i c a l  

p a r e n t s  of the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  of the a d o p t e d  person w h o  

is 18 y ears of ag e  or o l d e r  an d o n  the d e t e r m i n a t i o n  by the court that 

d i s c l o s u r e  of t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w o u l d  be o f  g r e a t e r  b e n e f i t  t han n o n­

dis c losur e .

(b) The c o u r t  m a y  r e q u i r e  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  or t h e  child a d o p­

tion agen c y  to a d v i s e  the a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  an d  b i o l o g i c a l  parents of an  

a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  d i s c l o s u r e  of i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  u n d e r  this s e c­

tion.

(c) In m a k i n g  its d e t e r m i n a t i o n  u n d e r  (a) of this section, the 

c o u r t  shall c o n s i d e r  the e f f e c t  of d i s c l o s u r e  on the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s ,  

the a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s ,  a n d  the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n .
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Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 7 0 .  R E L E A S E  O F  I N F O R M A T I O N .  A p e r s o n  a d o p t e d  a f t e r  

J a n u a r y  1, 1980, is e n t i t l e d  on r e q u e s t  to the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  to the 

f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  e a c h  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  i d e n t i f i e d  o n  t h e 

o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of birth:

(1) the a g e  of the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  at the b i r t h  of the 

a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  but n o t  the b i r t h  d a t e  o f  th e  b i o l o g i c a l  parent;

(2) the h e r i t a g e  of the b i o l o g i c a l  pare n t ,  i n cl u d i n g :

(A) n a t i o n a l  origin;

(B) e t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d ;  an d

(C) race;

(3) e d u c a t i o n ,  w h i c h  is the n u m b e r  of y e a r s  of s c h o o l  c o m­

p l e t e d  by th e  b i o l o g i c a l  parent at the t ime of the b i r t h  of the a d o p t e d  

p e r s o n ;

(4) g e n e r a l  p h y sical a p p e a r a n c e  of the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  at 

t h e  time of the b i r t h  of the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  in terras o f  h e i g h t ,  w e i g h t ,  

c o l o r  of hair, eyes, skin, and o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  of a s i m i l a r  n a t u r e ;

(5) t al e n t s ,  hobbies, a n d  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  of the b i o l o g i c a l

p a r e n t ;

(6) the e x i s t e n c e  of a n o t h e r  c h i l d  or c h i l d r e n  of th e  b i o l o­

g i c a l  parent;

(7) r e a s o n s  for p l a c e m e n t  of the c h i l d  for a d o p t i o n ,  for 

t e r m i n a t i o n  of the p a r e n t a l  r i g h t s  of the b i o l o g i c a l  pare n t ,  for r e m o v a l  

o f  th e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  as g u a r di a n ,  or for r e m o v a l  of the r i g h t  to 

c u s t o d y  of the b i o l o g i c a l  parent;

(8) the r e l i g i o n  of the b i o l o g i c a l  parent;

(9) the g e n e r a l  f i e l d  of o c c u p a t i o n  of the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;

(10) the h e a l t h  h i s t o r y  of th e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  a n d  o f  b l o o d

r e l a t i v e s  o f  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  p r o v i d e d  on a s t a n d a r d i z e d  f o r m  of 

t h e  depart m e n t ;
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(11) t h e  p l a n s  m a d e  b y  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  f o r  t h e  a d o p t e d  

p e r s o n ' s  f u t u r e ;  a n d

(12) t h e  legal r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  if any ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l

p a r e n t s .

Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 8 0 .  M A I N T E N A N C E  O F  R E C O R D S .  T h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  a n d  a 

c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  the i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  b i o l o­

g i c a l  p a r e n t s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  AS 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 7 0  f o r  al l  a d o p t i o n s  w h i c h  o c c u r  

a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1, 1981. If the i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  

r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 7 0  is r e q u e s t e d  b u t  is n o t  a v a i l a b l e  for a d o p­

t i o n s  that o c c u r r e d  b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  1, 1981, t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  

a t t e m p t  to o b t a i n  the r e q u i r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  

o f  t h e  a d o p t e d  ch il d .

Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 9 0 .  R E C O R D S  O F  A C H I L D  A D O P T I O N  A G E N C Y .  A c h i l d  

a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 3 5 . 1 0 0  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  r e c o r d s  

r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  of t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  If a c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  

a g e n c y  c e a s e s  t o  act as a c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y ,  it s h a l l  t r a n s f e r  its 

r e c o r d s  to t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r .

Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 6 0 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In AS 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  - 1 8 . 5 0 . 6 0 0

(1) " a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a p a r e n t  w h o  a d o p t e d  a p e r s o n  b u t  

w h o  is not t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  o f  the p e r s o n ;

(2) " b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a b i r t h  p a r e n t  of the a d o p t e d  

p e r s o n  w h o  is l i s t e d  o n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  b i r t h  o f  a n  a d o p t e d  

p e r s o n  w h i c h  is not s u b j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n ;

(3) " c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y "  m e a n s  a c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  

l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 3 5 . 1 0 0 ;

(4) " i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n "  m e a n s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  d i s­

c l o s e s  the i d e n t i t y  of t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  b e y o n d  t h a t  l i s t e d  i n  

A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 7 0 ;

(5) " s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r "  m e a n s  t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  a p p o i n t e d
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u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 0 3 0 .

* Sec. 2. T h i s  A c t  t a ke s  e f f e c t  J a n u a r y  1, 1981.
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