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Introduced: 4 / 1 5/ 8 0
Referred: J u d i c i a r y

[N T H E  H OUSE HY MCKINNON

SPONSOR SUBST I T UT E  EOR HOUSE BILL NO. 762 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA 

E L E V E N T H  LE G I S L A T U RE  - SE C O ND  SESSION 

A BILL

•'or a n  Act entitled: "An Act r e l ating to the powers of the d i s t r i ct  court

and to judicial a r h L t r a t i o n ; and providing for an 

e f f e c t i v e  date."

IE IT ENAC T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

* Sect i o n 1. AS 2 2 . 1 5 . 0 4 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 22.15.040. SMALL CT.AIMS. ja_) W h e n  a claim for rel i e f  does

not e x c e e d  $5,000 | $2,000] e x c l u s i v e  of costs, interest and at t orney 

fees, and request is so made, the d i s trict judge or m a g i s t r a t e  shall 

hear the action as a small c l a i m  unless important or unusual points of 

law are involved. T h e  supreme court shall prescribe the procedural 

rules and s t an d a r d  forms to a s s u r e  s i m p l i c i t y  and the e x p e di t i o u s  h a n­

dling of small claims.

(b) T he s u p reme court may i n c r e a se the limit on the amount of the 

c l a i m  for relief e s t a b l i s h e d  in (a) of this section to reflect annual

inc re a s e s  in the A n c h o r a g e  c o n s u m e r  p r ice index published by the U n i t e d

States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor S t a t i s t i c s .

* Sec. 2. AS 2 2 . 1 5 . 0 5 0  is amended to read:

Sec. 22.15.050. ACTIONS NOT W I T H I N  C IV I L  JURISDICTION. The j u r i s­

dic t i o n  of the d i s t r i c t  courts does not ext e n d  to

(1) an a c t i o n  in w h i c h  the title to real p r o p e r t y  is in

q u e s t i o n ;

(2) an a c t i o n  for false imprisonment, libel, slander, m a l i­

cious pro s e cution, criminal c on v e r s a t i o n ,  seduction upon a promise to 

marry, [ACTIONS OF A N  EQUITABLE N AT U R E  (EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN AS 22.15.-
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0 3 0 ( a ) ( 9 ) ) , ]  o r  a c t i on s  in w h i c h  the s t a t e  is a d e f e n da n t .

* Sec. 3. AS 0 9 . 4 3 . 1 9 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 9 . 4 3 . 1 9 0 .  A R B I T R A T I O N  UNDER C O U R T  RULES. (a± T h e  s u p r e m e  

c o u r t  ma y  p r o v i d e  by r u l e  for c o m p u l s o r y  a r b i t r a t i o n  of a c a u s e  of 

a c t i o n  filed in a s u p e r i o r  or di s trict court, d e m a n d i n g  o n l y  a m o n e y  

j u d g m en t ,  w h e n  it a p p e a r s  that the d e m a n d  on the cause of a c t i o n  does 

n o t  e x c e e d  the amount p r o v i d e d  in AS 2 2 . 1 5 . 0 1 0 ( a ) ( 1) [IS FOR $ 3 , 0 0 0  OR 

LESS], e x c l u s i v e  of costs, or w h e n  it a p p e a r s  to the trial c o u r t  as a 

r e s u l t  of a p r e t r i a l  c o n f e r e n c e  that the amount which will be r e c o v e r e d  

o n  the c ause of a c t i o n is not likely to e x c e e d  the am oun t  p r o v i d e d  in 

A S  2 2 . 1 3 . 0 3 0 ( a ) ( 1 ) ,  e x c l u s i v e  of costs [$3,000].

(b) A r u l e  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  (a) of this s e c t i o n  ma y  not r e q u i r e  

c o m p u l s o r y  a r b i t r a t i o n  of a c a u s e  of a c t i o n  filed a s a small c l a i m  under 

AS 22.1 5 .0 4 0 .

* Sec. 4. AS  0 9 . 4 3  is a m e n d e d  by add in g  a ne w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 0 9 .4 3 . 2 2 5 .  S A N C T I O N  FOR R E F U S A L  TO A C C E P T  AWARD. T h e  s u p r e m e  

c o u r t  may a d o p t  a rule w h i c h  a s s e s s e s  c osts and a t t o r n e y  fees to a party 

r e f u s i n g  to a c c e p t  the a w a r d  of an a r b i t r a t o r  u nder AS 0 9 . 4 3 . 1 9 0  - 

0 9 . 4 3 .2 2 0 .

* Sec. 5. T h i s  Act takes e f f e c t  July I, 1980.
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