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B Y  M A R T I N  A N D  B A R N E S

H O U S E  BILL NO. 647 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A B ILL

For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  the A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  on the

Family; and p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 4 4 . 1 9  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  14. A L A S K A  C O M M I S S I O N  ON T H E  FAMILY.

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 9 6 7 .  C O M M I S S I O N  E S T A B L I S H E D .  T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  in 

the O f f i c e  of the G o v e r n o r  the A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  on the Family.

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 9 6 8 .  C O M P O S I T I O N .  (a) The A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  on the

F a m i l y  c o n s i s t s  of five m e m b e r s  who s e r v e at the p l e a s u r e  of the

g o v e r n o r .

(b) T h e m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  on the F a m i l y  shall be 

a p p o i n t e d  on a n o n p a r t i s a n  b a s i s  by the g o v e r n o r  w i t h i n  60 days of the 

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of this Act. T h e  m e m b e r s  shall be r e s i d e n t s  of the 

state. Tn m a k i n g  the a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  shall be g i v e n  to 

s t a t e w i d e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on the co m m i s s i o n .

(c) Th e  A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  on the Fa m i l y  shall e l e c t  o n e  of its 

m e m b e r s  as c h a i r m a n  a n d  m a y  s e l e c t  other c o m m i s s i o n  o f f i c e r s  it 

c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 9 6 9 .  M E E T I N G S .  W i t h i n  60 d a y s  a fter the a p p o i n t m e n t  of 

all the m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  the Family, the g o v e r n o r  

s h a l l  c o n v e n e  the f i r s t  m e e t i n g  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n .  A m a j o r i t y  of the 

m e m b e r s  c o n s t i t u t e s  a q u o r u m  for c o n d u c t i n g  b u s i n e s s  and e x e r c i s i n g  the 

p o w e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s ha l l  m e e t  at the cal l  of the 

c h a i r m a n ,  at the r e q u e s t  of a m a j o r i t y  of t h e  m e m bers, or at a r e g u l a r l y
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s c h e d u l e d  time as d e t e r m i n e d  by a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9. 9 7 0 .  T E R M S  OF OFFIC E .  T h e  t e r m  of o f f i c e  of e ach 

m e m b e r  of the A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  the F a m i l y  is two ye a rs .  T e r m s  shall 

be staggered. Initial terms shall be three memb e r s  s e r v i n g  for one year 

and two m e m b e r s  s e r v i n g  for two years. A v a c a n c y  s ha l l  be f i l l e d  for 

the b a l an c e  of the u n e x p i r e d  ter m  in the same manner as o r i g i n a l  a p­

poi n t m e n t s  .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 .9 7 1 .  C O M P E N S A TI O N .  M e m b er s  of the A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  on 

the Family r e c e i v e  no c o m p e n s a t i o n  for their services but are e n t i t l e d  

to per d i e m  and travel a l l o w a nc e s  a u t h o r i z e d  by law for o ther bo a r ds  and 

c o m m i s s i o n s .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 9 7 2 .  POWERS A N D  DUTIES. T h e  Alaska C o m m i s s i o n  on the 

Family shall

(1) i n i t i a t e  d i s c u s s i o n s i n v o l v i n g  i n t e r e s t e d  m e m b e r s  of the 

public as to the role of the fam i l y  in Alaska;

(2) d e v e l o p  a process of i n v o l v i n g  f a m i l i e s  in its work;

(3) act as a c l e a r i n g h o u s e  and c o o r d i n a t i n g  b ody for g o v e r n­

mental and n o n g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to the st a tu s  of the 

family;

(4) c o o p e r a t e  with p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e a g e n c i e s  in joint 

e ffor t s  to s t u d y and resolve p r o b l e m s  r e l a t i n g  to the status of the 

fam il y  in Alaska;

(5) i d e n t i f y  public p o l i c i e s , i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i o n s  and o t h e r  

factors w h i c h  m a y  h a r m  or n e g l e c t  f a m i l y  life, e v a l u a t e  the d i f f e r i n g

impact of t hese on families, a n d r e c o m m e n d  new p o l i c i e s  d e s i g n e d  to

s t r e n g t h e n  and s u p p o r t  families;

(6) e x a m i n e  the im p a c t o f  e c o n o m i c  forces, p o ve r t y ,  u n e m p l o y­

ment, inflation, a n d  taxes o n  fami l i e s ;

(7) g e n e r a t e  in t e r e s t  i n  and ac t i o n  on r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a m o n g

_2- H B  647



II

1 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s  g o v e r n m e n t a l  age n c i e s,  c h u r c h e s ,  c i v i c  g r o u p s ,  a n d

2 schools;

3 (8) s t i m u l a t e  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  a w i d e  v a r i e t y  of a c t i v i t i e s  in

4 n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  m e d i a ,  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  a n d

5 p r i v a t e  g ro u p s  f o c u s e d  o n  s u p p o r t i n g  and s t r e n g t h e n i n g  f a m i l i e s  an d

6 i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  f a m i l i e s ;  a n d

7 (9) file a r e p o r t  w i t h  the g o v e r n o r  a n d  the l e g i s l a t u r e  not

later than J a n u a r y  I e a c h  y e a r  of its p r o c e e d i n g s  for th e p r e v i o u s  

c a l e n d a r  year a n d  s u b m i t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  for l e g i s l a t i v e  an d a d m i n i s t r a­

tiv e  action.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 6 6 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read: 

(8) A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  on the F a m i l y  (AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 9 6 7  - 4 4 . 1 9 . -

972) -- J u n e  30, 1982.

* Sec. 3. T h i s  Act takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -  

0 7 0 ( c ) .
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