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Original sponsors: Rogers, Anderson, O f f e r e d :  6 / 4 / 8 0
Buchholdt, et al

:n  t h e  h o u s e  b y  t h e  f r e e  c o n f e r e n c e  c o m m i t t e e

F R E E  C O N F E R E N C E  CS FOR H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 6 4 4  

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

:or a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n Ac t c r e a t i n g  the A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  C o m m i s s i o n !  a n d

p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

JE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. F I N D I N G S  A N D  P U R P O S E .  T h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  s e e k  r e a s o n a b l e

j e l f - c o n t r o l  of t h e i r  lives, l a n d  a n d  w a te r ,  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e ,  a n d  t r a d e  a n d  

:ommerce. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n ds  th a t  the c u r r e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  th e  p e o p l e  

jf A l a s k a  to the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n h i b i t s  the a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h a t  g o a l . T h e  

purpose of t h i s  Act is to s t u d y  the s t a t u s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  w i t h i n  t h e  

Jn i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  to r e c o m m e n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  c h a n g e s  to t h a t  s t a t u s .

* Sec. 2. A S  4 4 . 0 3  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to r ead:

A R T I C L E  2. A L A S K A  S T A T E H O O D  C O M M I S S I O N .

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 0 0 .  A L A S K A  S T A T E H O O D  C O M M I S S I O N .  T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  

C o m m i s s i o n  i6 e s t a b l i s h e d  to s t u d y  the s t a t u s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  

w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  to c o n s i d e r  a n d  r e c o m m e n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  

c h a n g e s  in the r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  th e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 1 0 .  D U T I E S .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  s t u d y ,  r e v i e w ,  h o l d  

p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  state, a n d  r e p o r t  to t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  

to t h e  p e o p l e  of the s t a t e  o n

(1) progress made in implementing the Alaska Statehood Act 

and the likely nature of its implementation in the future;

(2) recent experiences of other states and peoples under the 

American flag in their relationships with the United States;

(3) the structures of foreign federations, including their 

methods for changing forms of association;
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(4) a l t e r n a t i v e  forms of a s s o c i a t i o n  p o s s i b l e  b e t w e e n  the 

p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;

(5) t h e  legal b a s i s  for n e w  f o r m s  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  the 

p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  a n d  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  to the 

c o n s t i t u t i o n s  of  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o r  of th e  S t a t e  of Alaska;

(6) o t h e r  m a t t e r s  the c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i d e r s  g e r m a n e  to its

p u r p o s e .

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 2 0 .  C O N V E N I N G  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N .  (a) The c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  

n o t  m e e t  until a call to c o n v e n e  h a s  b e e n  i s s u e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r .

(b) T h e  call is s u e d b y  the g o v e r n o r  shall s t a t e  the p l a c e  an d  time 

f o r  c o n v e n i n g  th e  c o m m i s s i o n  but m a y  not l imit the d u r a t i o n  or s co p e  of 

t h e  d u t i e s  or p o w e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 3 0 .  M E M B E R S H I P  A N D  O F F I C E R S .  (a) The c o m m i s s i o n  

c o n s i s t s  o f  11 m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  this s ec t i o n .

(b) Five m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  shall be a p p o i n t e d  by the 

g o v e r n o r .

(c) T w o  m e m b e r s  shall be a p p o i n t e d  b y  the p r e s i d e n t  of the senate, 

t w o  m e m b e r s  shall be a p p o i n t e d  b y  th e s p e a k e r  of the h o u s e  of 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  a n d  two m e m b e r s  s h a l l be a p p o i n t e d  b y  the l e g i s l a t i v e  

c o u n c i l .

(d) T h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  o f  th e c o m m i s s i o n  shall be e l e c t e d  by 

t h e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  c o m m i s s i o n .

S ec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 4 0 .  TERM. T h e  terra o f  the m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  

b e g i n s  o n  the d a y  f o l l o w i n g  the call b y  the g o v e r n o r  u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 2 0  

f o r  the c o m m i s s i o n  to c o n v e n e  a n d  e x p i r e s  o n  s u b m i s s i o n  of the final 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r  A S  4 4 . 0 3 . 1 7 0 ( c ) .

S ec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 5 0 .  V A C A N C I E S .  A  v a c a n c y  in th e m e m b e r s h i p  of the 

c o m m l B S i o n  shall be  f i l l e d  b y  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  tha t m a d e  the v a c a t e d  a p­

p o i n t m e n t  .
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Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 6 0 .  P O W E R S .  (a) The c o m m i s s i o n  may e m p l o y  p r o f e s­

sional, legal, and o t h e r  s t a f f  a s s i s t a n t s  and e n t e r  into c o n t r a c t s  for 

g oods and s e r v i c e s .

(b) M e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  s e r v e  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  but are 

e n t i t l e d  to e x p e n s e s ,  trave l ,  a n d  per d i e m  a l l o w a n c e s  p r o v i d e d  by law.

(c) A g e n c i e s  of the s t a t e  shall p r o v i d e  the c o m m i s s i o n  w i t h  i n f o r­

mat i o n  r e q u e s t e d  b y  it.

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 7 0 .  R E P O R T S ,  H EA R I N G S  A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S .  (a) The 

c o m m i s s i o n  shall m a k e  a p r e l i m i n a r y  re p or t  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h i n  the 

first 10 d a y s  of the S e c o n d  S e s s i o n  of the T w e l f t h  L e g i sl a t u r e .

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  shall and c o m m i t t e e s  of the l e g i sl a t u r e  m a y  

h o l d  h e a r i n g s  on the p r e l i m i n a r y  report t h r o u g h o u t  the state.

(c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  shall submit its final r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h i n  the f i r s t 10 days of the First S e s s i o n  of the T h i r­

teenth L e g i s l a t u r e .

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 8 0 .  C E R T A I N  INT E R E S T S  PRESE R V E D . If the c o m m i s s i o n  

re com me nd s  that the l e g i s l a t u r e  seek a n e w  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  the 

people of A l a s k a  and the U n i t e d  States, the l e g i s l a t u r e  intends that 

interests c r e a t e d  u n d e r  the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  Clai m s  S e t t l e m e n t  Act and 

other laws for the p r o t e c t i o n  and b e n e f i t  of A l a s k a  Na t i v e s  and the 

l e g i t i m a t e i n t e r e s t s  of th e  Un i t e d  States in the land, reso ur c e s ,  and 

d e f e n s e  o f  A l a s k a  be p r e s e r v e d .

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 9 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N .  In AS 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 0 0  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 1 9 0  " c o m m i s­

sion" m e a n s  the A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  Commis s io n .

* Sec. 3. A S  4 4 . 0 3 . 1 0 0  - 44 . 0 3 . 1 9 0 ,  e n a c t e d  by sec. 2 of this Act, are 

r e p e a l e d  J a n u a r y  1, 1984.

* Sec. 4. (a) At the f i r s t  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n  o c c u r r i n g  after the e f f e c­

tiv e  date of thi s Act, the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  shall place the f o l l o w i n g

itlon b e f o r e  the vote r s:

-3- F C C S H B  644



' m m m

-4- F C C S H B  64 4

Q U E S T I O N

Shall the A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  C o m m i s s i o n  be c o n v e n e d  to s t u d y  the s t a t u s  of 

the p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  w i t h i n  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  to c o n s i d e r  a n d  r e c o m­

me n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  c h a n g e s  in the r e l a t i o n s h i p  of the p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  to

the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ?

[ 1 Y e s

[ 1 No

(b) If a m a j o r i t y  of the v o t e s  c a s t  on  the q u e s t i o n  p l a c e d  b e f o r e  t h e 

v o t e r s  u n d e r  (a) of this s e c t i o n  is in t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e ,  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r­

nor shall c e r t i f y  tha t  the p r o p o s i t i o n  h a s  r e c e i v e d  an a f f i r m a t i v e  vote.

* Sec. 5. W i t h i n  15 days a f t e r  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  c e r t i f i e s  t h a t  the 

p r o p o s i t i o n  s t a t e d  in sec. 4 of this Act ha s  r e c e i v e d  an a f f i r m a t i v e  vote, 

the g o v e r n o r  shall call for the A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  C o m m i s s i o n  to c o n v e n e  w i t h i n  

30 days. T h e  call shall c o n f o r m  to AS 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 2 0 .

* Sec. 6. This Act takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  wi t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -

0 7 0 ( c ) .


