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I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  c r e a t i n g  th e  A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  C o m m i s s i o n j  a n d

p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  I. F I N D I N G S  A N D  P U R P O S E .  T h e  p e o p l e  of  A l a s k a  s e e k  r e a s o n a b l e

s e l f - c o n t r o l  of t h e i r  lives, l a n d  a n d  w a t e r ,  fis h a n d  w i l d l i f e ,  a n d  t r a d e  a n d  

c o m m e r c e .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  that  the c u r r e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of th e  p e o p l e  

of A l a s k a  to  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n h i b i t s  the a c h i e v e m e n t  of t hat g oal. T h e  

p u r p o s e  of t hi s  A c t  is to s t u d y  the s t a t u s  of the p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  w i t h i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  to r e c o m m e n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  c h a n g e s  to t h a t  status.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 0 3  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  2. A L A S K A  S T A T E H O O D  C O M M I S S I O N .

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 0 0 .  A L A S K A  S T A T E H O O D  C O M M I S S I O N .  T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  

C o m m i s s i o n  is e s t a b l i s h e d  to s t u d y  the s t a t u s  of the p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  

w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  to c o n s i d e r  a n d  r e c o m m e n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  

c h a n g e s  in t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e  the p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  to t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s .

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 1 0 .  D U T I E S .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  stu d y ,  r e v i e w ,  h o l d  

p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  the s t a t e ,  a n d  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  

to t h e  p e o p l e  of the s t a t e  o n

(1) progress made in implementing the Alaska Statehood Act 

and the likely nature of its implementation in the futurej

(2) recent experiences of other states and peoples under the 

American flag in their relationships with the United Statesj

(3) the structures of foreign federations, including their
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m e t h o d s  f o r  c h a n g i n g  f o r m s  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n ;

(4) a l t e r n a t i v e  f o r m s  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  p o s s i b l e  b e t w e e n  the 

p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;

(5) the l e g a l  b a s i s  for  n e w  f o r m s  of a s s o c i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  the 

p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  to the 

c o n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o r  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ;

(6) o t h e r  m a t t e r s  th e  c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i d e r s  g e r m a n e  to its

p u r p o s e .

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 2 0 .  M E M B E R S H I P .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of n i n e  

m e m b e r s .  O n e  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r ;  o n e  s h a l l  be a p p o i n t e d  

b y  t h e c h i e f  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  s u p r e m e  c ou r t ;  o n e  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e 

p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  o f  e a c h  h o u s e  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e ;  o n e  s h a l l  be a p­

p o i n t e d  b y  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r ;  a n d  o n e  s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  f r o m  e a c h  

j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  o f  th e s t a t e  at the n e x t  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n .

Sec . 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 3 0 .  T E R M .  T h e  t e r m  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n  

b e g i n s  30 day s  a f t e r  th e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the e l e c t i o n  of e l e c t e d  m e m­

b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  b y  th e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  a n d  e x p i r e s  o n  s u b­

m i s s i o n  o f  the f i n a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 4 0 .  V A C A N C I E S .  A  v a c a n c y  in th e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  the 

c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  b y  th e  a u t h o r i t y  tha t  m a d e  the v a c a t e d  a p­

p o i n t m e n t .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  f i l l  v a c a n c i e s  in s e a t s  h e l d  b y  e l e c t e d  

m e m b e r s .

S e c .  4 4 . 0 3 . 1 5 0 .  P O W E R S .  (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  e m p l o y  p r o f e s­

si o n a l ,  l e g a l  a n d  o t h e r  s t a f f  a s s i s t a n t s  a n d  e n t e r  i nto c o n t r a c t s  for 

goods and s e r v i c e s .

(b) M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  a r e  e n t i t l e d  to e x p e n s e s ,  travel, 

and per diem allowances provided b y  law.

(c) Agencies of the state shall provide t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  w i t h  i n f o r­

mation requested b y  it.
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Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 6 0 .  R E P O R T S ,  H E A R I N G S  A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S .  (a) Th e 

c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  m a k e  a p r e l i m i n a r y  r e p o r t  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h i n  the 

f i r s t  10 d a y s  o f  the S e c o n d  S e s s i o n  of the T w e l f t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e .

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  an d  c o m m i t t e e s  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  may 

h o l d  h e a r i n g s  o n  the p r e l i m i n a r y  r e p o r t  t h r o u g h o u t  the state.

(c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  su b m i t  its final r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h i n  the f i r s t  10 days o f  the F i r s t  S e s s i o n  o f  the T h i r­

t e e n t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e .

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 7 0 .  C E R T A I N  I N T E R E S T S  PRESERVED. If the c o m m i s s i o n  

r e c o m m e n d s  t hat the l e g i s l a t u r e  s e e k  a n e w  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  the 

p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  th e  U n i t e d  States, the l e g i s l a t u r e  i n t e n d s  that 

i n t e r e s t s  c r e a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  Cl a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  Ac t  and 

o t h e r  laws f o r  the p r o t e c t i o n  and b e n e f i t  of A l a s k a  n a t i v e s  and the 

l e g i t i m a t e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  in the land, r e s o u r ce s ,  a n d  

d e f e n s e  o f  A l a s k a  be p r e s e r v e d .

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 8 0 .  E L E C T I O N .  (a) T h e  l i e ut e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  shall 

c o n d u c t  the e l e c t i o n  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n  at the f irst s t a t e w i d e  

e l e c t i o n  h e l d  90 days a f t e r  the e f f e c t i v e  date of AS 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 0 0  - 4 4 . 0 3 . -  

200. T h e  e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  be h eld u n d e r  the p r o v i s i o n s  of A S  15 e x c e p t  to 

the e x t e n t  t h a t  t h o s e  p r o v i s i o n s  are i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  (b) of this 

section.

(b) P r o v i s i o n s  for the e l e c t i o n  h e l d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  are as 

f o l l o w s :

(1) the e l e c t i o n  w i l l  be n o n p a r t i s a n ;

(2) c a n d i d a t e s  w i l l  file n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n s  c o n t a i n i n g  n ot  

less t h a n  25 0  s i g n a t u r e s  no t  less t h a n  60 days b e f o r e  th e  date of the 

e l e c t i o n  a t  w h i c h  t h e y  w i l l  b e  e l ec t e d ;

(3) n o  f i l i n g  fee is r e quired;

(4) a  s e p a r a t e  b a l l o t  w i l l  b e  used.

-3- C S H B  6 4 4  a m



m m r n ^

(c) T h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  m a y  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  to i m p l e m e n t  the 

p r o v i s i o n s  o f  this section.

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 2 0 0 .  DE F I N I T IO N .  In A S  4 4 . 0 3 . 1 0 0  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 2 0 0  " c o m m i s­

si o n "  m e a n s  the A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  C o m m i ss i o n .

* Sec. 3. A S  4 4 . 0 3 . 1 0 0  - 4 4.03.200, e n a c t e d  b y  sec. 2 o f  this Act, ar e 

r e p e a l e d  J u l y  1, 1983.

* Sec. 4. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS  0 1 . 1 0 . -  

0 7 0 ( c ) .
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