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1 I N  T H E  H O U S E  BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

C S  F O R  H O U S E  BIL L NO. 84 4  

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BI L L

For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act  c r e a t i n g  the A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  C o m m i s s i o n s  a n d

p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

RE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. F I N D I N G S  A N D  P U R P O S E .  T h e  p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  s e e k  r e a s o n a b l e

s e l f - c o n t r o l  of t h e i r  lives, la n d  a n d  wat e r , fish and  w i l d l i f e ,  and t r a d e  an d  

co m m e rc e.  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that the c u r r en t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of the p e o p l e  

of A l a sk a  to the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n h i b it s  the a c h i e v e m e n t  of t ha t goal. T h e  

p u r p os e  of t hi s  Act  is to s t u d y  the s t a t u s  of the p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  w i t h i n  t he  

U n i te d  S t a t e s  a n d  to r e c o m m e n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  c h a n g e s  to that status.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 0 3  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  2 . A L A S K A  S T A T E H O O D  C O M M I S S I O N .

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 0 0 .  A L A S K A  S T A T E H O O D  C O M M I S S I O N .  T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  

C o m m i s s i o n  is e s t a b l i s h e d  to s t u d y  the s t a t u s  of the p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  

w i t h i n  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  to c o n s i d e r  a n d  r e c o m m e n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  

c h a n g e s  in the r e l a t i o n s h i p  of the the p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  to the U n i t e d  

S t a t e s .

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 1 0 .  D U T I E S .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  stu d y ,  r e v i e w ,  h o l d  

p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  sta t e , a n d  r e p o r t  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  

to t h e  p e o p l e  of the s t a t e  o n

(1) p r o g r e s s  m a d e  in i m p l e m e n t i n g  the A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  Act 

a n d  t h e  l i k e l y  n a t u r e  of its i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  in the f u t u r e j

(2) r e c e n t  e x p e r i e n c e s  of o t h e r  s t a t e s  a n d  p e o p l e s  u n d e r  the 

A m e r i c a n  f l a g  in t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t at e s ;

(3) the s t r u c t u r e s  of f o r e i g n  f e d e r a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e i r
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m e t h o d s  for c h a n g i n g  f o r m s  of a s s o c i a t i o n !

(4) a l t e r n a t i v e  forms of a s s o c i a t i o n  p o s s i b l e  b e t w e e n  t h e  

p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  a n d  th e  U n i t e d  Stat e s ,  a n d  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of d i s -  

a s a o c i a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d  State s i

(5) t h e  l e g a l  b a s i s  for n e w  f o r m s  of a s s o c i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  the 

p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  I n c l u d i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  to t h e 

c o n s t i t u t i o n s  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  or of the s t a t e  of Alas k a i

(6) o t h e r  m a t t e r s  the c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i d e r s  g e r m a n e  to its

p u r p o s e .

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 2 0 .  M E M B E R S H I P .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of n i n e  

m e m b e r s .  O n e  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  by the g o v e r n o r !  o n e  s hall be a p p o i n t e d  

b y  t h e  c h i e f  j u s t i c e  of the s u p r e m e  c o u r t ;  on e  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the 

p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  of e a c h  h o u s e  of the l e g i s l a t u r e ;  o n e  s hall b e  a p­

p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r!  a n d  on e  shall he e l e c t e d  f r o m  e a c h  

J u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  of the s t a te  at the n e x t  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 3 0 .  T E R M .  Th e t e r m  of the m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  

b e g i n s  30 d a y s  a f t e r  th e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of the e l e c t i o n  of e l e c t e d  m e m ­

b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  b y  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  a n d  e x p i r e s  o n  s u b­

m i s s i o n  of t h e  f i n a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 4 0 .  V A C A N C I E S .  A v a c a n c y  in the m e m b e r s h i p  of the 

c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  be f i l l e d  b y  the a u t h o r i t y  that m a d e  the v a c a t e d  a p­

p o i n t m e n t .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  fill v a c a n c i e s  in s e a t s  h e l d  b y  e l e c t e d  

m e m b e r s .

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 5 0 .  P O W E R S .  (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  e m p l o y  p r o f e s­

s io n a l ,  le g a l a n d  o t h e r  s t a f f  a s s i s t a n t s  a n d  e n t e r  i n t o  c o n t r a c t s  for 

goods a n d  s e r v i c e s .

(b) M e m b e r s  of th e  c o m m i s s i o n  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  e x p e n s e s ,  t r a v e l ,  

a n d  p e r  d i e m  a l l o w a n c e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  law.

(c) Agencies of the s ta te  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  the c o m m i s s i o n  w i t h  i n f o r -
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Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 6 0 .  RE POR TS,  H E A R I N G S  AND R E C O MM EN DA T I O N S .  (a) The 

c o m m i s s i o n  s ha l l  make a p r e l i m i n a r y  report to the l e g i s l at ur e w i t h i n  the 

first 10 days of the S e c o n d  S e s s i o n  of the T w e l f t h  A l a s k a  L e gi s l a t u r e .

(b) Th e c o m m i s s i o n  s hall and c omm i t t ee s of the l e g i slat ure  m a y  

h o l d  h e a r i n g s  on the p r e l i m i n a r y  report t hroughout the state.

(c) T h e  c om mi s s i o n  shall submit its final r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h i n  the f irst 10 days of the First S e s s i o n  of the T h i r­

teenth A l as k a  L egi sla tur e.

S e c . 44. 03 .1 7 0 .  C E R T A I N  I N T E R ES TS  PRESERVED. If the c o m m i s s i o n  

r e c o m m e n d s  th at  the l e g i s l a t u r e  s ee k a new r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w ee n  the 

pe o p l e of A l a s k a  and the U n i t e d  States, the l e g is la tu r e  intends that 

in ter est s c r e a t e d  under the A las ka  Native Claims S et t l e m en t Act an d 

o ther  laws for  the p r o t e c t i o n  and b e n e f it  of Al ask a nativ es a nd  the 

le git im at e  in t e r e st s of the U ni te d  States in the land, resources, and 

d e f e n s e  of A l a s k a  be p res erv ed.

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 .1 80 .  ELEC TIO N. (a) The lieutenant g o ve rn o r  shall 

c o n d u c t  the e l e c t i o n  of m em b e r s  of the c om m i s s i o n  at the first s t a t e w i d e  

e l e c t i o n  h e l d  90 days a f t e r  the e ff ec tiv e dat e of AS 4 4. 0 3 . 1 0 0  - 4 4 . 0 3 . -  

200. The  e l e c t i o n  shall be h el d u n d e r the p r ov is i o n s  of AS 15 e x ce pt  to 

the extent th a t  those p ro vi s i o n s  a re i nco nsistent w i t h  (b) of this 

s e c t i o n .

(b) P r ov i s i o n s  for the e l e c t i o n  held und er this s e c t i on  are as 

f o l l o w s :

(1) the e l e c t i o n  will  he nonpartisan;

(2) c a n d i d a t e s  will file n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n s  c o n t a i n i n g  n o t 

less th a n  2 5 0  s i g n a t u r e s  not less tha n  60 days b e f o r e  the dat e  of the 

e l e c t i o n  at w h i c h  t he y  w i l l  be e l e cted;

(3) no f i l i n g  fee is required;
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(4) a s e p a r a t e  b a l l o t  w i l l  be u s e d .

(c) T h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  may a d o pt  r e g u l a t i o n s  to i m p l e m e n t  the

p r o v i s i o n s  of this s e c tion.

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3. 2 0 0 .  DEFINI T I O N .  In AS 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 0 0  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 2 0 0  " c o m m i s­

sion" m e a n s  the A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  C o m m i s s i o n .

* Sec. 3. AS 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 0 0  - 4 4 . 0 3 . 2 0 0 , e n a c t e d  b y  sec. 2 of this Act, are 

repealed J u l y  1, 1983.

* Sec. 4. T h i s  Act takes effect i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -

) 7 0 ( c ) .


