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Introduced: 1/30/80
Referred: Judiciary and Finance

BY RO G ERS, ANDERSON, BUCHHOLDT, BARN ES, 
B E IR N E . BETTISW O RTH , CA RN EY. FREEMAN, 
F U L L E R , HALFORD. H A Y E S , H U R LB ER T, 
M ETC A LFE. M IL E S , MOSS, MUNSON. 0 ' CO N N ELL, 

;N THE HOUSE PARR AND RANDOLPH

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 6 4 4  

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B IL L

tor an Act e n t i t l e d :  "A n  A c t  c r e a t i n g  the A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  C o m m i s s i o n ; a n d

p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

JE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. F I N D I N G S  A N D  P U R P O S E .  T h e  p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  s e e k  r e a s o n a b l e

3e l f - c o n t r o l  of their li v e s ,  land a n d  w a t e r ,  fish a n d  w i l d l i f e ,  a nd  t r a d e  a n d  

c o m m e r c e .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f inds that the c u r r e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of the p e o p l e  

of A l a s k a  to the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n h i b i t s  the a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h a t  goal. T h e  

p u r p o s e  of t h i s  Act is to s t u d y  the s t a t u s  of the p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  w i t h i n  the 

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d to r e c o m m e n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  c h a n g e s  to tha t  s t a t u s .

* Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 0 3  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  2. A L A S K A  S T A T E H O O D  C O M M I S S I O N .

S e c .  4 4 . 0 3 . 1 0 0 .  A L A S K A  S T A T E H O O D  C O M M I S S I O N .  T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  

C o m m i s s i o n  is e s t a b l i s h e d  to s t u d y  th e  s t a t u s  of the p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  

w i t h i n  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a nd  to c o n s i d e r  and r e c o m m e n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  

c h a n g e s  in the r e l a t i o n s h i p  of the th e  p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  to t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s .

Se c .  4 4 . 0 3 . 1 1 0 .  D U T I E S .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  s t u d y ,  r e v i e w ,  a n d  

r e p o r t  t o  the l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  to the p e o p l e  of the s t a t e  on

(1) progress made in implementing the A l a s k a  Statehood A c t  

and the likely nature of its implementation in the future;

(2) recent experiences of other s t a t e s  a n d  p e o p l e s  u n d e r  the 

American flag in their relationships with the United S t a t e s ;

(3) the structures of foreign federations, including their 

methods for changing forms of association;
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(4) a l t e r n a t i v e  f o r m s  of a s s o c i a t i o n  p o s s i b l e  b e t w e e n  the 

p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  the U n i t e d  Stat e s ;

(5) the legal b a s i s  for n e w  forms of a s s o c i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  the 

p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  a n d  the U n i t e d  S t a t es ,  i n c l u d i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  to the 

c o n s t i t u t i o n s  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  or of the s t a t e  of A l a s k a ;

(6) o t h e r  m a t t e r s  th e  c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i d e r s  g e r m a n e  to its

p u r p o s e .

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 12U. M E M B E R S H I P .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of n ine 

m e m b e r s .  O n e  s h a l l  be a p p o i n t e d  by the g o v e r n o r ;  on e  shall be a p p o i n t e d  

b y  the c h i e f  j u s t i c e  of th e  s u p r e m e  cou r t ;  o n e  s ha l l  be a p p o i n t e d  by the 

p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  of e ach h o u s e  of the l e g i s l a t u r e ;  o n e  s h a l l  be 

a p p o i n t e d  b y  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r ;  and on e  s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  from e a c h  

j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  of the s t a t e  at the n e x t  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n .

Sec . 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 3 0 .  T E R M .  T h e  t e r m  of the m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  

b e g i n s  30 d a y s  a f t e r  the c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of the e l e c t i o n  of e l e c t e d  

m e m b e r s  of  the c o m m i s s i o n  b y  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  an d e x p i r e s  on 

s u b m i s s i o n  of the final r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  by the c o m m i s s i o n .

S e c .  4 4 . 0 3 . 1 4 0 .  V A C A N C I E S .  A v a c a n c y  in the m e m b e r s h i p  of the 

c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  be f i l l e d  b y  the a u t h o r i t y  that m a d e  the v a c a t e d  

a p p o i n t m e n t .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  fil l v a c a n c i e s  in s e a t s  h e l d  by e l e c t e d  

m e m b e r s .

S e c .  4 4 . 0 3 . 1 5 0 .  P O W E R S .  (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  e m p l o y  p r o f e s­

s i o n a l ,  l e g a l  a n d  o t h e r  s t a f f  a s s i s t a n t s  a n d  e n t er  int o  c o n t r a c t s  for 

g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s .

(b) M e m b e r s  of t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  ar e  e n t i t l e d  to e x p e n s e s ,  travel, 

a n d  p e r  d i e m  a l l o w a n c e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  law.

(c) Agencies of the state shall provide the c o m m i s s i o n  w i t h  i n f o r­

mation requested by it.

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 6 0 .  REPORTS, HEARINGS AND R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S .  (a) T h e
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c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  make a p r e l i m i n a r y  r e p o r t  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h i n  the 

first 10 day s  of the S e c o n d  S e s s i o n  of the T w e l f t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e .

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  shall and c o m m i t t e e s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  may 

h o l d  h e a r i n g s  o n  the p r e l i m i n a r y  r e p o r t  t h r o u g h o u t  the state.

(c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  shall sub mi t  its final r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  w i th i n  the first 10 days of the First S e s s i o n  of the T h i r­

te e n t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e .

Sec. 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 7 0 .  C E R T A I N  I N T E R E S T S  PRESERVE!). If the c o m m i s s i o n  

r e c o m m e n d s  that the l e g i s l a t u r e  seek a n e w  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  the 

p e o p l e  of A l as k a  an d  the U n i t e d  States, the l e g i s l a t u r e  inte n d s  that 

i n t e r e s t s  c r e a t e d  u n d e r  the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  Act and 

o t h e r  laws for the p r o t e c t i o n  and b e n e f i t  of Al a s k a  n a t i v e s  and the 

l e g i t i m a t e  i n t e r e st s  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  in the land, r e s o u r ce s ,  and 

d e f e n s e  of Al a s k a  be p r e s e r v e d .

Sec. 4 4 . 03 . 1 8 0 .  EL E CTION. (a) T h e  l ie u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  shall 

c o n d u c t  the e l e c t i o n  of m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  at the first s t a t e w i d e  

e l e c t i o n  h e l d  90 d a y s  after the e f f e c t i v e  date of AS 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 0 0  - 44.0 3 . - 

200. T h e  e l e c t i o n  shall be h e l d  u nd e r  the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 13 except to 

the e x t e n t  that t h o s e  p r o v i s i o n s  are i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  (b) of this 

se c tion.

(b) P r o v i s i o n s  for the e l e c t i o n  h e l d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  are as 

f o l l o w s :

(1) the e l e c t i o n  will be n o n p a r t i s a n ;

(2) c a n d i d a t e s  w i l l  file n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n s  c o n t a i n i n g  not 

less t h a n  250 s i g n a t u r e s  not less t h a n  60 days b e f o r e  the dat e  of the 

e l e c t i o n  at w h i c h  th e y  w ill be elected;

(3) n o  f i l i n g  fee is r e quired;

(4) a s e p a r a t e  b a l l o t  w i l l  be used.

(c) T h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  m a y  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  to i m p l e m e nt  the



p r o v i s i o n s  of this s e c t i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 03 . 2 0 0 .  DEF I N I T I O N . In AS 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 0 0  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 2 0 0  " co m m i s 

s i o n "  means the A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  C o m m i s s i o n .

* Sec. 3. AS 4 4 . 0 3 . 1 0 0  - 4 4 . 03 . 2 0 0 ,  e n a c t e d  b y  sec. 2 of this Act, are 

r e p e a l e d  J u l y  1, 1983.

* Sec. 4. Thi s  Act t akes ef f e ct  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w ith AS 0 1 . 1 0


