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Introduced: 1/29/80
Referred: Health.Education &
Social Services and Finance

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY B E I R N E

H O U S E  B ILL NO. 635 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

For an  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Act t e r m i n a t i n g  s t a t e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for the o p e r a­

t i o n  and m a i n t e n a n c e  of A l a s k a  P i o n e e r s '  H o m e s  a n d  

a u t h o r i z i n g  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to 

p r o v i d e  for the c o n t i n u i n g  supp or t  of A l a s k a ' s  p i o n e e r s  

a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. P U R P O S E . It is the p u r p o s e  of this Act to t r a n s f e r  r e s p o n s i  

b i l i t y  for the o p e r a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  of A l a s k a  P i o n e e r s '  H o m e s  f r o m  the 

s t a t e  to the p r i v a t e  s e ct o r ,  and to a c c o m p l i s h  this t r a n s f e r  w i t h o u t  u n n e c e s  

s a r y  r e d u c t i o n  in the k i n d  and q u a l i t y  of c are and s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  

s u b s t i t u t i n g  s ta t e  p u r c h a s e  of r e s i d e n t i a l  h o m e  care s e r v i c e s  fr o m  p r o v i d e r s  

of t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  w i t h i n  r e a s o n a b l e  cost limits.

- * Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 0 2 0 ( 1 0 )  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

(10) p r o v i d e  for a p r o g r a m  of c o n t i n u i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  for the 

b e n e f i t  of e l d e r l y  r e s i d e n t s  of the s t a t e  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 4 4 . 2 1 . -  

132:

* Sec. 3. AS 4 4 . 2 1  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to a r ti c l e  2 to 

read:

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 3 2 .  S E R V I C E S  TO A L A S K A  PIONEERS, (a) The commis­

sioner of administration may enter i n t o  agreements for the purchase of 

residential care services for the benefit of persons in a residential 

home. A person is eligible to receive the benefit of services provided 

under this section if he is

(1) a citizen of the United States 65 years of age or olderi
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(2) a r e s i d e n t  of th e  state for no t less than 15 y e a r s  c o n­

ti n u o u s l y  and i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  the time of h i s  m a k i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n  

f o r  b e n e f i t s i a nd

(3) a p e r s o n  w h o  is in need of the s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  are p r o ­

v i d e d  by a r e s i d e n t i a l  h o m e  b e c a u s e  of p h y s i c a l  d i s a b i l i t y  or o t h e r  

c a u s e .

(b) B e f o r e  p r o v i d i n g  for the p u r c h a s e  of r e s i d e n t i a l  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  

for pe r s o n s  e l i g i b l e  u nder (a) of this s e ct i o n ,  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l

(1) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s

(A) d e f i n i n g  e l i g i b i l i t y  for s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  

this s e c t i o n  on the b a s i s  o f  need; and

(B) e s t a b l i s h i n g  the levels of s e r v i c e s  to be p r o v i d e d ;

(2) d e t e r m i n e  the r a t e s  of p a y m e n t  for the full cos t  of 

s e r v i c e s  to be p r o v i d e d i  and

(3) a s s u r e  that a p r o s p e c t i v e  p r o v i d e r  of r e s i d e n t i a l  h o m e  

s e r v i c e s  is

(A) l i c e n s e d  w h e n  re q u i r e d  b y  la w or r e g u l a t i o n ;

(B) a ble to m e e t  st a n d a r d s  of f i s c a l  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  for

t h e  r e c e i p t  of pu b l i c  funds; and

(C) able to p r o v i d e  levels of c a r e  in r e s i d e n t i a l  h o m e s

to p e r s o n s  e l i g i b l e  u nder (a) of this s e c t i o n  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h

s t a n d a r d s  w h i c h  the d e p a r t m e n t  has a do p t e d .

(c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  e n t e r  into a g r e e m e n t s  b y  w h i c h  to p u r­

chase residential h o m e  care s e r v i c e s  for p e r s o n s  e l i g i b l e  u n d e r  (a) of 

this section. An agreement shall p r o v i d e

(1) for the payment of expenses for the full cost of services 

at the level of care required by the department under (b)(1)(B) of this 

• e c t i o m  payment under this paragraph may not exceed $35,000 per eligi­

ble person per year; and



(2) that the residential home will be operated in accordance 

with the standards for the operation of residential care facilities 

required by law or regulation.

(d) In this section,

(1) "commissioner" means the commissioner of the Department 

of Administrationt

(2) "department" means the Department of Administration j

(3) "full costs of services" means the per person daily cost 

of service in the preceding fiscal year, plus a proportional share of 

anticipated cost-of-living increment Increases for the fiscal year in 

which the service is to be provided, for care of persons in residential 

homesi the term excludes

(A) expenditures for construction and other capital 

expenditures in facilities acquired from the statei

(B) depreciation and replacement costs of, and costs of 

additions to, major property and equipment acquired from the statei

(C) religious training and education! and

(D) services provided which exceed levels of care r e­

quired by the department!

(4) "residential care service" means service to eligible 

persons in a residential homei

(5) "residential home" means an Alaska Pioneers' Home estab­

lished by the state and transferred to private operation in accordance 

with sec. 5 of this Act, or a similar facility which provides care to 

eligible persons on a full-time residential basis.

*  S ec. 4. AS 44.21.100 - 44.21.130 and AS 47.25.010 - 47.25.100 are 

rep ealed .

*  S e c. 5 . TRANSFER OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR PIONEERS' HOMES. The commis­

sio n e r of a d m in istra tio n  s h a l l  provide fo r the s a le  of the a s s e ts  o f A laska
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P i o n e e r s '  H o m e s .  T h e  s a l e  a n d  t r a n s f e r  o f  t i t l e  s h a l l  be  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

c o m p l e t e d  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  J u n e  30, 1982.

* S e c .  6. I N T E R I M  O P E R A T I O N  O F  P I O N E E R S '  H O M E S .  I n  o r d e r  to p r o v i d e  for 

a n  o r d e r l y  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  s t a t e  to p r i v a t e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a  P i o n e e r s '  

H o m e s ,  th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  m a y  e n t e r  i n t o  one or m o r e  a g r e e­

m e n t s ,  the  d u r a t i o n  o f  w h i c h  m a y  n o t  e x t e n d  p a s t  J u n e  30, 1982, p r o v i d i n g  for 

t h e  i n t e r i m  m a n a g e m e n t  of A l a s k a  P i o n e e r s '  H o m e s  b y  a p r i v a t e  c o n t r a c t o r .

* S ec. 7, S e c t i o n s  1, 5 a n d  6 o f  t h i s  A c t  t a k e  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1980. 

S e c t i o n s  2 - 4 o f  t h i s  Act t a k e  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1982.


