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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  R u l e s / L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  O f fe r e d :  2 / 2 9 / 80
Re f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

BY T H E  H E A LT H ,  E D U C A T I O N  AND 
IN T H E  H O U S E  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

CS FO R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 6 1 8  am

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

Fo r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  an O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n ;

a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. F I N D I N G S  AND P U RP O S E .  (a) The l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that the

c h a n g i n g  p ace of m o d e r n  life, e c o n o m i c  i n f l a ti o n ,  the i n f i r m i t i e s  of a d­

v a n c i n g  years, an d  a l t e r a t i o n s  in the t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  v a l u e s  of fa m i l y  life

h a v e  c o m b i n e d  to p l a c e  m a n y  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  in an u n e n v i a b l e  p o s i t i o n  of

p o v e r t y  a n d d e p e n d e n c y  that e n d a n g e r s  t h e i r  h e a l t h ,  w e l l - b e i n g  and safety.

In k e e p i n g  w i t h  the i n h e r e n t  d i g n i t y  a n d  respect d u e  the i n d i v i d u a l  in our 

s o c i e t y ,  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  are e n t i t l e d  to s e c u r e  e q u a l o p p o r t u n i t y  to the full 

e n j o y m e n t  of

(1) an a d e q u a t e  i n c o m e  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a d e c e n t  s t a n d a r d  of

1iving;

(2) s o u n d  p h y s i c a l  a n d  m e n t a l  health, w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to e c o n o m i c  

s t a t u s  or c o n d i t i o n ;

(3) s u i t a b l e  h o u s i n g ,  s e l e c t e d ,  d e s i g n e d  and l o c a t e d  w ith r e f e r­

en c e  to the special n e e d s  and c o n c e r n s  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  at r e a s o n a b l e  cost;

(4) full r e s t o r a t i v e  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  for t h o s e  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  in 

n e e d  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  care;

(5) o p p o r t u n i t y  for e m p l o y m e n t  w i t h o u t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  b a se d  on an 

i n d i v i d u a l ' s  age;

(6) p u r s u i t  of m e a n i n g f u l  a c t i v i t y  w i t h i n  a w i d e  r a n ge  of civic, 

c u l t u r a l  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;

(7) e f f i c i e n t ,  c o o r d i n a t e d  i n - h o m e  c a r e  and r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e
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c o m m u n i t y  so c i a l  assistance;

(8) the b e n e f i t  of k n o w l e d g e  g a i n e d  f r o m  r e s e ar c h  w h i c h  can s u s­

tain and i m p r o v e  the h e a l t h  and h a p p i n e s s  of ol d e r  Alaskans; and

(9) i n d e p e n d e n c e  and the  full e st  e x e r c i s e  of i n d i v id u a l  I n i t i a t iv e  

o n  the part of older A l a s k a n s  in the p l a n n i n g  and m a n a g e m e n t  of their lives.

(b) It is the p u r p o s e  of thi s l e g i s l a t i o n  to ass u r e  that the years 

r e m a i n i n g  to people o ver the age of 60 a r e  years of good heal t h,  honor, and 

d i g n i t y  by

(1) p r o v i d i n g  a full r a n g e  of social services, h e a l t h  services, 

e m p l o y m e n t  services, a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to older A l askans;

(2) giving s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  to the n eeds of o lder A l a s k a n s  in the 

p l a n n i n g  an d  d e l i v er y  of s t a t e  an d  local prog r a m s ;

(3) imp r o v i n g  the d e l i v e r y  o f  all p u b l i c  s e r vices e s s e n t i a l  to the 

lives of o l d e r  Alaskans; and

(A) req u i ri n g  that the p l a n n i n g  and p r o v i s i o n  of p r o g r a m s  of 

b e n e f i t  to o l d e r  A l as k a n s  will be u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h  the p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  k n o w l­

edge, advice, and c o m m e n t s  of p e o p l e  served.

* Sec. 2. AS 44.21 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c ti o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  4. O L D E R  A L A S K A N S  C O M MI SSION.

Sec. 4 4 .21.200. O L D E R  A L A S K A N S  C O M M I S S I O N .  (a) T h e r e  is e s t a b­

lished in the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  the O ld e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s­

sion. The m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  i n cl u d e

(1) the c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  or 

his designee;

(2) the c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  and 

R e g i o n a l  Affairs, or h i s  des i g n ee ;

(3) the c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  

S e r v i c e s ,  or h i s  d e s i g n e e ;

(4) th e c h a i r m a n  of t h e  Pi o n e e r s '  H o m e s A d v i s o r y  Board
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a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  A S  4 4 . 2 1 . 1 0 0  - 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 3 0 ;  and

(5) six  Alaskans s e l e c t e d  on the basis o f  their k n o w l e d g e  a n d  

d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n t e r e s t  in the c o n c e r n s  of o lder A l a s k a n s ,  a p p o i n t e d  by 

the g o v e r n o r  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  (b) of this s e c t i o n .

(b) A f t e r  r e q u e s t i n g  f r o m  s e n i o r  ci t i z e n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  the n a m e s  

of p e r s o n s  w h o  ar e  q u a l i f i e d  for and i n t e r e s t e d  in s e r v i n g  o n  the c o m m i s­

sion, the g o v e r n o r  shall a p p o i n t  the m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  under

(a)(5) of this section. A p p o i n t m e n t s  shall be m a d e  by the g o v e r n o r  to 

a s s u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of l o w - i n c o m e  p e r s o ns  and m i n o r i t i e s ,  a n d  r e p r e­

se n t a t i o n  f r o m  rural and u r b a n  a r e a s  of the state, and to s e c u r e  s t a t e­

wi d e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on the c o m m i s s i o n .  At l east five of 

the p e r s o n s  a p p o i n t e d  by the g o v e r n o r  shall be 6 0  years of a ge  or o l d e r .  

At least two of these p e r s o n s  s h a l l  be 65 years o f  age or ol d e r .

(c) T h e  pers o n s a p p o i n t e d  u nder (a)(5) of this s e c t i o n  s e r v e 

o v e r l a p p i n g  f o u r - y e a r  terms. A m e m b e r  may be r e a p p o i n t e d ,  b u t  no m e m b e r  

a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  (a)(5) of this s e c t i o n  may s e r v e  m o r e  t h a n  two c o n s e c u­

tive terms or e i g h t  c o n s e c u t i v e  years, w h i c h e v e r  is longer.

(d) If a pe r s o n a p p o i n t e d  u nder (a)(5) of this s e c t i o n  f ails to

a t t e n d  t h r e e  c o n s e c u t i v e  m e e t i n g s  of the c o m m i s s i o n ,  a m a j o r i t y  of th e

m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  r e q u e s t  the g o v e r n o r  to t e r m i n a t e  t h e 

m e m b e r s h i p  of the mem b e r  a n d  to fill the v a c a nc y .

(e) A v a c a n c y  in the m e m b e r s h i p  of p e r s o n s  a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  (a)(5) 

of this s e c t i o n  shall be f i l l e d  by a p p o i n t m e n t  b y  the g o v e r n o r .  T h e  

p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  shall s e r v e  for the u n e x p i r e d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  term.

S ec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 21 0 .  M E E T I N G S .  (a) Th e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  m e e t  at the

call of the chairman, at the r e q u e s t  of a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s ,  o r  a t

a r e g u l a r l y  s ch e d u l e d  t i m e  as d e t e r m i n e d  by a m a j o r i t y  o f  the m e m b e r s .

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  shall m e e t  at least s i x  times e a c h  year.

(b) T h e  m e m b er s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  l i s t e d  in AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 ( a ) ( 1 )  -
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(3) m a y  no t  v o t e  o n  m a t t e r s  b e f o r e  the c o m m i s s i o n .  A m a j o r i t y  of the 

m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  l i s t e d  in A S  4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 ( a ) ( 4 )  a n d  (5) c o n s t i­

tu t e s  a q u o r u m  for c o n d u c t i n g  b u s i n e s s  a n d  e x e r c i s i n g  the p o w e r s  of the 

c o m m i s s i o n .

(c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  e l e c t  on e  o f  its m e m b e r s  as c h a i r m a n ,  and 

m a y  s e l e c t  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  it c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y .

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 2 0 .  C O M P E N S A T I O N .  M e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  r e c e i v e  

no c o m p e n s a t i o n  for t h e i r  s e r v i c e s ,  but a r e  e n t i t l e d  to pe r  d i e m  a n d 

t r a v e l  a l l o w a n c e s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  law for o t h e r  b o a r d s  and c o m m i s s i o n s .

Sec . 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 3 0 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S .  (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  shall

(1) f o r m u l a t e  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t a t e w i d e  p l a n  w h i c h  i d e n t i f i e s  

the c o n c e r n s  a n d  n e e d s  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  a nd, wit h  r e f e r e n c e  to the p l a n  

a d o p t e d ,  p r e p a r e  a n d  s u b m i t  to the g o v e r n o r  and l e g i s l a t u r e  an a n n u a l  

a n a l y s i s  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  of the s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  are p r o v i d e d  to o l d e r  

A l a s k a n s  ;

(2) m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the g o v e r n o r  a n d  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h  

r e s p e c t  to l e g i s l a t i o n ,  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for p r o g r a m s  or 

s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  b e n e f i t  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  *

(3) e n c o u r a g e  a n d  a i d  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of m u n i c i p a l  c o m m i s­

s i o n s  s e r v i n g  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y - o r i e n t e d  p r o g r a m s  an d s e r v i c e s  

f o r  the b e n e f i t  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(4) e m p l o y  a n  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  who s e r v e s  at the p l e a s u r e  

o f  the c o m m i s s i o n ;

(5) a d m i n i s t e r  f e d e r a l  p r o g r a m s  r e l a t i n g  to o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  

r e q u i r i n g  s t a t e  a c t i o n  a n d  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s s i g n e d  to a 

s t a t e  a g e n c y ;

(6) h e l p  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  l e a d  d i g n i f i e d ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  an d  

u s e f u l  lives; a n d

(7) r e q u e s t  a n d  r e c e i v e  r e p o r t s  an d  a u d i t s  f r o m  s t a t e
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a g e n c i e s  a n d  local i n s t i t u t i o n s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  the c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  n e e d s  

of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s .

(b) T o  a c c o m p l i s h  its d u t i e s ,  the c o m m i s s i o n  m a y

(1) review, e v a l u a t e  an d  c o m m e n t  u p o n  s tate p r o g r a m s  c o n­

c e r n e d  w i t h  the p r o b l e m s  a n d  t h e  n e e d s  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(2) c o l l e c t  f a c t s  a n d  s t a t i s t i c s ,  a n d  m a k e  s t u d i e s  of c o n d i­

ti o n s  a n d  p r o b l e m s  p e r t a i n i n g  to the e m p l o y m e n t ,  heal th ,  f i n a n c i a l

s e c u r i t y ,  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o n c e r n s  w h i c h  b e a r  upo n  the w e l l ­

b e i n g  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(3) p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  p u b l i c  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  w o u l d  be 

of i n t e r e s t  or b e n e f i t  to o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(4) a p p o i n t  s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e s ,  w h i c h  may i n c l u d e  p e r s o n s  w h o  

ar e  not m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n ,  to c o m p l e t e  n e c e s s a r y  s tu d i e s ;

(5) p r o m o t e  c o m m u n i t y  e d u c a t i o n  e f f o r t s  r e g a r d i n g  the p r o b­

lems and c o n c e r n s  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(6) a pply for a n d  a c c e p t  grants, c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  a n d  a p p r o p r i­

ations, i n c l u d i n g  m a k i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n  for a n d  a c c e p t i n g  fede r a l  f unds

p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  the O l d e r  A m e r i c a n s  Act, P.L. 89-93, as a m e nded;

(7) c o n t r a c t  for n e c e s s a r y  s e r v i c e s ;

(8) c o n s u l t  a n d  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  p e r s o n s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  

g r o u p s  i n t e r e s t e d  in or c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p r o g r a m s  of a s s i s t a n c e  to o l d e r  

A l a s k a n s ;

(9) a d v o c a t e  i m p r o v e d  p r o g r a m s  of b e n e f i t  to o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

a n d

(10) set s t a n d a r d s  for levels of s e r v i c e s  for o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  

f o r  p r o g r a m s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 4 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0  - 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 4 0 ,  " c o m­

m i s s i o n "  m e a n s  the O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n .

* S e c .  3. A S  4 4 . 6 6 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to r e a d :
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(8) O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  (AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 )  -- June 30,

1984.

* Sec. 4. T R A N S F E R  O F  P R O G R A M  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S .  T h e  p r o g r a m s  an d p e r s o n­

nel of the o f f i c e  on a g i n g  in the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  an d  S o c i a l  S e r v i ce s  

a n d  the G o v e r n o r’s A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  on A g i n g  are t r a n s f e r r e d  to the O l d e r 

A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  in t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

* Sec. 5. I N I T I A L  M E M B E R S H I P  A N D  M E E T I N G  O F  CO MM I S S I O N .  (a) Of the six 

pu b li c  m e m b e r s  first a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r  to the O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m­

mi s s i o n  u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 ( a ) ( 5 ) ,

(1) two shall s e r ve  a t er m  of two years;

(2) two shall s e r ve  a t er m  o f  three years;

(3) two s h a l l  s e r ve  a t e r m  o f  four years.

(b) In m a k i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t s  of the i n it i a l  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  of the O l d e r  

A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 ( a ) ( 5 ) ,  the g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  de s i g n a t e  an 

e x p i r a t i o n  date of the t erms of  m e m b e r s  first a p p o i n t e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  wi t h

(a) o f  t h i s  section.

(c) T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  de t e r m i n e  the date a n d  place o f  the first m e e t i n g  

of the O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i ss i o n .

* Sec. 6. C O N T I N U I N G  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  O F  TH E D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N .  

This A c t  doe s  not a f f e c t  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s­

tra t i o n  fo r  the A l a s k a  l o n g e v i t y  bonus p r o g r a m  (AS 47.45) o r  the A l a s k a  

P i o n e e r s’ Homes (AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 0 0  - 4 4 . 21 . 1 3 0 ) .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  an y  pr o v i s i o n s  

of  this Act, the O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  has n o  a u t h o r i t y  over, or r e­

s p o n s i b i l i t y  for, the A l a s k a  l o n g e v i t y  b o n u s  p r o g r a m  or the A l a s k a  P i o n e e r s’ 

H o m e s .

*  Sec. 7. E F F E C T I V E  DATE. T his A c t  t akes e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1980.
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