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O r i g i n a l  s p o nsor: R u l e s / L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  O ff e r e d :  2 / 2 9 / 8 0
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

BY TH E  H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  AN D  
I N  T H E  H O U S E  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

CS FOR H O U S E  B ILL NO. 618

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

F o r  an Act e n t itled: " A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  an O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n :

a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. F I N D I N G S  A N D  P U R POSE. (a) T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that the 

c h a n g i n g  p a c e  of m o d e r n  life, e c o n o m i c  i n f l a t i o n,  the i n f i r m i t i e s  of a d­

v a n c i n g  years, and a l t e r a t i o n s  in the t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  v a l u e s  of f a m i l y  l i f e  

h a v e  c o m b i n e d  to p l a c e  m a n y  older A l a s k a n s  in an u n e n v i a b l e  p o s i t i o n  of 

p o v e r t y  and d e p e n d e n c y  t hat e n d a n g e r s  their h e a l th ,  w e l l - b e i n g  a n d  safe t y .

I n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  the i n h e r e n t  d i g n i t y  an d  r e s p e c t  due the i n d i v i d u a l  in o u r 

s o c i e t y ,  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  are e n t i t l e d  to se c u r e  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  to the full 

e n j o y m e n t  of

(1) an a d e q u a t e  income in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a d e c e n t  s t a n d a r d  o f

l i v i n g i

(2) sound p h y s i c a l  an d  m e n t a l  health, w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to e c o n o m i c  

s t a t u s  or cond i t i o n i

(3) s u i t a b l e  h o u s i n g ,  s e l e c t e d ,  d e s i g n e d  and l o c a t e d  w i t h  r e f e r­

e n c e  to the s p e c i a l n e e d s  an d  c o n c e r n s  o f  o lder A l a s k a n s  at r e a s o n a b l e  costi

(4) full r e s t o r a t i v e  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  for t h o s e  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  in 

n e e d  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  care:

(5) o p p o r t u n i t y  for e m p l o y m e n t  w i t h o u t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  b a s e d  o n  a n  

i n d i v i d u a l ' s  age:

(6) p u r s u i t  o f  m e a n i n g f u l  a c t i v i t y  w i t h i n  a w i d e  r a n g e  of civic, 

c u l t u r a l  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s :

(7) e f f i c i e n t ,  c o o r d i n a t e d  i n - h o m e  c a r e  a n d  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e
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community social assistancei

(8) the benefit of knowledge gained from research which can sus­

tain and improve the health and happiness of older Alaskans s and

(9) independence and the fullest exercise of individual initiative 

on the part of older Alaskans in the planning and management of their lives.

(b) It is the purpose of this legislation to assure that the years 

remaining to people over the age of 60 are years of good health, honor, and 

dignity by

(1) providing a full range of social services, health services, 

employment services, and educational opportunities to older Alaskansj

(2) giving special attention to the needs of older Alaskans in the

planning and delivery of state and local p r ograms \

(3) improving the delivery of all public services essential to the

lives of older Alaskanst and

(4) requiring that the planning and provision of programs of 

benefit to older Alaskans will be undertaken with the participation, knowl­

edge, advice, and comments of people served.

* Sec. 2. AS 44.21 is amended by adding new sections to read:

ARTICLE 4. OLDER ALASKANS COMMISSION.

Sec. 44.21.200. OLDER ALASKANS COMMISSION. (a) There is estab­

lished in the Department of Administration the Older Alaskans Commis­

sion. The members of the commission Include

(1) the commissioner of the Department of Administration, or 

his designeel

(2) the commissioner of the Department of Community and 

Regional Affairs, or his designees

(3) the commissioner of the Department of Health and Social 

Services, or his designeei

(4) the chairman of the P ioneers' Homes Advisory Board
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(5) s i x  A l a s k a n s  s e l e c t e d  o n  the b a s i s  of t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  

d e m o n s t r a t e d  I n t e r e s t  in t h e  c o n c e r n s  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ,  a p p o i n t e d  by 

the g o v e r n o r  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  (b) of this s e c t i o n .

(b) A f t e r  r e q u e s t i n g  f r o m  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  th e  n a m e s  

o f  p e r s o n s  w h o  ar e  q u a l i f i e d  fo r  a n d  i n t e r e s t e d  in s e r v i n g  o n  the c o m m i s  

sion, the  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  th e  m e m b e r s  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r

(a)(5) o f  t his s e c t i o n .  A p p o i n t m e n t s  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  b y  the g o v e r n o r  to 

a s s u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  low-incorae p e r s o n s  a n d  m i n o r i t i e s ,  a n d  r e p r e­

s e n t a t i o n  f r o m  r u r a l  a n d  u r b a n  a r e a s  of the s t a t e ,  a n d  to s e c u r e  s t a t e­

w i d e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  the c o m m i s s i o n .  At l e a s t  f i v e  of  

the p e r s o n s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  b e  6 0  y e a r s  of a g e  o r  o l d e r .  

A t  l e a s t  tw o of t h e s e  p e r s o n s  s h a l l  be 65 y e a r s  of ag e or o l d e r .

(c) T h e  p e r s o n s  a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  (a)(5) o f  t his s e c t i o n  s e r v e  

o v e r l a p p i n g  f o u r - y e a r  ter m s .  A  m e m b e r  m a y  be r e a p p o i n t e d ,  bu t  n o  m e m b e r  

a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  (a)(5) of t his s e c t i o n  m a y  s e r v e  m o r e  t h a n  tw o  c o n s e c u­

tiv e  t e r m s  or e i g h t  c o n s e c u t i v e  ye a r s , w h i c h e v e r  is longer.

(d) If a p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  (a)(5) o f  this s e c t i o n  f a i l s  to 

a t t e n d  t h r e e  c o n s e c u t i v e  m e e t i n g s  of th e  c o m m i s s i o n ,  a m a j o r i t y  o f  the 

m e m b e r s  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  r e q u e s t  the g o v e r n o r  to t e r m i n a t e  the 

m e m b e r s h i p  of th e  m e m b e r  a n d  to fill t h e  v a c a n c y .

(e) A  v a c a n c y  in the  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  p e r s o n s  a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  (a)(5) 

o f  thi s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  by a p p o i n t m e n t  b y  the g o v e r n o r .  T h e  

p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  s h a l l  s e r v e  for  the u n e x p i r e d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r m .

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 1 0 .  M E E T I N G S .  (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  m e e t  at the 

c a l l  o f  t h e  c h a i r m a n ,  a t  t he  r e q u e s t  of a m a j o r i t y  of t h e  m e m b e r s ,  or at 

a  r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  t i m e  as d e t e r m i n e d  b y  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s .  

T h e  commission s h a l l  m e e t  a t  l ea s t  s i x  t i m e s  e a c h  year.

(b) The members of the commission listed in A S  4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 ( a ) ( 1 )  -
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(3) m a y  n o t  v o t e  o n  m a t t e r s  b e f o r e  the co m m i s s io n .  A m a j o r i t y  of the 

m e m b e r s  o f  th e  c o m m i s s i o n  l i s t e d  in AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 ( a ) ( 4 )  and (5) c o n s t i­

tutes a q u o r u m  for c o n d u c t i n g  b u s i n e s s  a n d  e x e r c i s i n g  the powers of the 

c o m m i s s i o n .

(c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  elect on e  of its m e m b e r s  as ch a i r m an ,  and 

m a y  s e l e c t  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  it c o n s i d e r s  n ec e s s a r y .

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 2 0 .  C O M P E N S A T I O N .  M e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  r e c e i v e  

no c o m p e n s a t i o n  for their ser v i c e s ,  but are e n t i t l e d  to per d i e m  a n d  

tra ve l  a l l o w a n c e s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  law for o t h e r  bo a r d s  and  c o m m i s s i o n s .

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 3 0 .  P O W E R S  AND  DUTIES. (a) The c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l

(1) f o r m u l a t e  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t a t e w i d e  p l a n  w hich i d e n t i f i e s  

the c o n c e r n s  a n d  needs of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  and, w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to t h e  p lan 

a d o p t e d ,  p r e p a r e  and s u b m i t  to the g o v e r n o r  and l e g i s l a t u r e  a n  a n n u a l  

a n a l y s i s  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  of the s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  are p r o v i d e d  to o l d e r  

A l a s k a n s i

(2) m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the g o v e r n o r  a n d  l e g i s l a t u r e  wit h 

r e s p e c t  to l e gi s l a t i o n , r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for p r o g r a m s  or 

s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  b e n e f i t  o l d e r  Ala s k an s i

(3) e n c o u r a g e  a n d  ai d  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of m u n i c i p a l  c o m m i s­

sions s e r v i n g  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y - o r i e n t e d  p r o g r a m s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  

fo r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n sj

(4) e m p l o y  an e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  who s e r v e s  at the p l e a s u r e  

of the c o m m i s s i o n i

(5) a d m i n i s t e r  f e d e r a l  p r o g r a m s  r e l a t i n g  to older A l a s k a n s  

r e q u i r i n g  s t a t e  a c t i o n  a n d  w h i c h  ar e  no t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s s i g n e d  to a 

s t a t e  a g e n c y i

(6) h e l p  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  l ead d i g n i f i e d , I n d e p e n d e n t  a n d  

u s e f u l  l i v e s ) a n d

(7) r e q u e s t  a n d  r e c e i v e  r e p o r t s  and a u d i t s  fro m s t a t e
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a g e n c i e s  and local i n s t i t u t i o n s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  the c o n d i t i o n s  an d  n e e d s  

of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s .

(b) To a c c o m p l i s h  its duties, the c o m m i s s i o n  m a y

(1) r e v i e w ,  e v a l u a t e  an d  c o m m e n t  u p o n  s t a t e  p r o g r a m s  c o n­

ce r n e d  w i t h  the p r o b l e m s  a n d  the n e e d s  of o ld e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(2) c o l l e c t  f a c t s  and s t a t i s t i c s ,  and m a k e  s t u d i e s  of c o n d i­

tio n s  and  p r o b l e m s  p e r t a i n i n g  to the e m p l o y m e n t ,  h e a l t h ,  f i n a n c i a l  

s e c u r i t y ,  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e ,  a n d  other c o n c e r n s  w h i c h  b e a r  u p o n  the w e l l­

b e i n g  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(3) p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  p u b l i c  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  w o u l d  be 

of i n t e r e s t  or b e n e f i t  to o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(4) a p p o i n t  s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e s ,  w h i c h  m a y  i n c l u d e  p e r s o n s  w h o  

a r e  not m e m b e r s  of the c om m i s s i o n ,  to c o m p l e t e  n e c e s s a r y  s t u dies;

(5) p r o m o t e  c o m m u n i t y  e d u c a t i o n  e f f o r t s  r e g a r d i n g  the p r o b­

lems a n d  c o n c e r n s  o f  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(6) a p p l y  for a n d  accept g r a nt s ,  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  a n d  a p p r o p r i­

ations, i n c l u d i n g  m a k i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n  for a n d  a c c e p t i n g  f e d e r a l  f unds

p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  the O l d e r  A m e r i c a n s  Act, P.L. 89-93, as amended;

(7) c o n t r a c t  for n e c e s s a r y  ser v i ce s ;

(8) c o n s u l t  and c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  persons, o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and 

g r o u p s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  or c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p r o g r a m s  of a s s i s t a n c e  to o l d er  

A l a s k a n s ;

(9) a d v o c a t e  i m p r o v e d  p r o g r a m s  of b e n e f i t  to o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

a n d

(10) s e t  s t a n d a r d s  for l e v e l s  of s e r v i c e s  for o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  

f o r  p r o g r a m s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 4 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In A S  4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0  - 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 4 0 ,  " c o m­

m i s s i o n "  m e a n s  t h e  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n .

*  Sec. 3. AS 4 4 . 6 6 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:
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(8) O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  (AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 )  -- J u n e  30,

1 984.

* S ec .  4. T R A N S F E R  O F  P R O G R A M  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S .  T h e  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p e r s o n­

ne l  o f  th e  o f f i c e  o n  a g i n g  in t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  

a n d  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  o n  A g i n g  a r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to t h e  O l d e r  

A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

* S ec. 5. I N I T I A L  M E M B E R S H I P  A N D  M E E T I N G  O F  C O M M I S S I O N .  (a) O f  t h e  s i x  

p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  f i r s t  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r  t o  t h e  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m ­

m i s s i o n  u n d e r  A S  4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 ( a ) ( 5 ) ,

(1) t w o  s h a l l  s e r v e  a t e r m  o f  two y e a r s i

(2) t w o  s h a l l  s e r v e  a t e r m  o f  t h r e e  y e a r s *

(3) t w o  s h a l l  s e r v e  a t e r m  o f  f o u r  y e a r s .

(b) In m a k i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t s  of the i n i t i a l  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  of t h e  O l d e r  

A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 ( a ) ( 5 ) ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  a n  

e x p i r a t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e  t er m s  o f  m e m b e r s  f i r s t  a p p o i n t e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h

(a) o f  this s e c t i o n .

(c) T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  d a t e  a n d  p l a c e  o f  the f i r s t  m e e t i n g  

o f  t h e  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n .

*  Sec. 6. C O N T I N U I N G  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  O F  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N .  

T h i s  A c t  d o e s  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s­

t r a t i o n  for t h e  A l a s k a  l o n g e v i t y  b o n u s  p r o g r a m  (AS 47.45) o r  the A l a s k a  

P i o n e e r s '  H o m e s  (AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 0 0  - 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 3 0 ) .

*  Sec .  7. E F F E C T I V E  D A T E .  T h i s  A c t  t i k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1980.
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