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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 2 4 / 8 0
R e f e r r e d :  H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n  &  
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  F i n a n c e

B Y  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  B Y  R E Q U E S T  
O F  T H E  L E G I S L A T I V E  C O U N C I L  ( f o r  the 
I n t e r i m  C o m m i t t e e  o n  S e r v i c e s  for 

I N  T H E  H O U S E  the E l d e r l y )

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 618

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

For a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n ;

a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. F I N D I N G S  A N D  P U R P O S E .  (a) T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  t h a t  the 

c h a n g i n g  p a c e  o f  m o d e r n  life, e c o n o m i c  i n f l a t i o n ,  t h e  i n f i r m i t i e s  of a d ­

v a n c i n g  ye a r s ,  a n d  a l t e r a t i o n s  in the t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  v a l u e s  of f a m i l y  life 

h a v e  c o m b i n e d  t o  p l a c e  m a n y  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  in a n  u n e n v i a b l e  p o s i t i o n  of 

p o v e r t y  an d  d e p e n d e n c y  t h a t  e n d a n g e r s  t h e i r  h e a l t h ,  w e l l - b e i n g  a n d  s a f e t y .

In k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  i n h e r e n t  d i g n i t y  a n d  r e s p e c t  d u e  the i n d i v i d u a l  in o u r  

s o c i e t y ,  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  are e n t i t l e d  to s e c u r e  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  to the full 

e n j o y m e n t  of

(1) a n  a d e q u a t e  i n c o m e  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a d e c e n t  s t a n d a r d  of

l i v i n g ;

(2) s o u n d  p h y s i c a l  a n d  m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to e c o n o m i c  

s t a t u s  or c o n d i t i o n ;

(3) s u i t a b l e  h o u s i n g ,  s e l e c t e d ,  d e s i g n e d  a n d  l o c a t e d  w i t h  r e f e r­

e n c e  to  the s p e c i a l  n e e d s  a n d  c o n c e r n s  o f  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  at r e a s o n a b l e  cost;

(4) f u l l  r e s t o r a t i v e  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h o s e  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  in 

n e e d  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  ca r e ;

(5) o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  e m p l o y m e n t  w i t h o u t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  b a s e d  on a n  

i n d i v i d u a l ' s  ag e ;

(6) pursuit of meaningful activity within a wide range of civic, 

cultural and recreational opportunities;

(7) efficient, coordinated in-home care and readily available
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c o m m u n i t y  social a s s i s t a n c e ;

(8) the b e n e f i t  of k n o w l e d g e  g a i n e d  from r e s e a r c h  w h i c h  can s u s­

t a i n  a n d  I m p r o v e  the h e a l t h  and h a p p i n e s s  o f  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;  and

(9) i n d e p e n d e n c e  and the f u l l e s t  e x e r c i s e  of individual i n i t i a t i v e  

o n  t h e  p a r t  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  in the p l a n n i n g  and m a n a g e m e n t  of their lives.

(b) It is the p u r p o s e  of this l e g i s l a t i o n  to a s s u r e  that the years 

r e m a i n i n g  to p e o p l e  o v e r  the age of 60 are years of g o o d  health, honor, an d  

d i g n i t y  by

(1) p r o v i d i n g  a full r a n g e  of social s e r v i c e s ,  health s e rvices,  

a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to o lder A l a s k a n s;

(2) g i v i n g  special a t t e n t i o n  to the needs of older A l a s k a n s  in the

p l a n n i n g  an d d e l i v e r y  of state a n d  local pr o gr a m s ;

(3) i m p r o v i n g  the d e l i v e r y  of al l  public s e r v i c e s  e s s e n t i a l  to the

l i v e s  o f  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;  and

(A) r e q u i r i n g  that the p l a n n i n g  a nd  p r o v i s i o n  of p r o g ra m s  of 

b e n e f i t  to o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  will be u n d e r t a k e n  wit h  the p ar t i c i p a t i o n ,  

k n o w l e d g e ,  advice, a n d  c o m m e n t s  of p e o p l e  served.

*  Sec. 2. AS A 4 . 2 1  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  A. O L D E R  A L A S K A N S  C O M M I S S I O N .

Sec. A A . 21.2 0 0 .  O L D E R  A L A S K A N S  C O M M I S S I O N .  (a) T h e r e  is e s t a b­

li s h e d  in th e  D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  the O l d e r  A l a s k a ns  C o m m i s­

sion. The  m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  include

(1) th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  or 

h i s  d e s i g n e e ;

(2) the c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  a n d  

R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s ,  or h i s  d e s i g n e e;
i .  » . . * * ' • , ?  •

(3) the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  So c i a l 

S e r v i ce s ,  o r  h i s  de s i g n e e ;

(A) th e  c h a i r m a n  of the Pio n e e rs '  H o m e s  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d
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a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 0 0  - 4 4 .21.130( a n d

(5) seven A l a s k a n s  s e l e c t e d  on the basis of their k n o w l e d g e

a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n t e r e s t  in the c o n c e r n s  of o lder A l a s k a n s ,  a p p o i n t e d

by the g o v e r n o r  in a c c o r d a n c e  with (b) of this section.

(b) At least six of the pers on s  a p p o i n t e d  under (a)(5) of this

s e c t i o n  shall be 60 y e a r s  of age or older. Not less t h a n  two of t h e s e  

p e r s o n s  s hall be 65 y e a r s  of age or older. A p p o i n t m e n t s  shall be m a d e  

by the g o v e r n o r  to a s s u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of l o w - i n c o m e  persons a n d  

m i n o r i t i e s ,  and r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  from rural a n d  u r b a n  a r e a s  of the state, 

an d  to s e c u r e  s t atewide g e o g r a p h i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on the c o m m i s s i o n .

(c) Th e  persons a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  (a)(5) of this s e c t i o n  s e r v e  

o v e r l a p p i n g  f o u r-year terms. A m e m b e r  may be r e a p p o i n t e d ,  but n o  m e m b e r

a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  (a)(5) of this s e c t i o n  ma y  s e r v e  more  th a n  two c o n s e c u­

tive terms or eight c o n s e c u t i v e  years, w h i c h e v e r  is longer.

(d) If a per s o n  a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  (a)(5) of this s e c t i o n  f a i l s  to

a t t e n d  t hree c o n s e c u t i v e  m e e t i n g s  of the c o m m i s s i o n ,  a m a j o r i t y  o f  the

m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  shall r e q u e s t  the g o v e r n o r  to t e r m i n a t e  the 

m e m b e r s h i p  of the m e m b e r  a n d  to fill the v a c a n c y .

(e) A v a c a n c y  in the m e m b e r s h i p  of p e r s o n s  a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  (a)(5) 

of this s e c t i o n  shall be f i l l e d  by a p p o i n t m e n t  by the governor. T h e  

p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  shall s e r v e  for the u n e x p i r e d  p o r t i o n  of the terra.

Sec. 4 4.21.210. M E E T I N G S .  (a) The c o m m i s s i o n  s hall m e e t  at the

c all of the chairman, at the r e q u e s t  of a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s ,  or at

a r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d ul e d  t i m e  as d e t e r m i n e d  b y  a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s .  

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  shall m e e t  at least six times each year.

(b) T h e  members of the c o m m i s s i o n  w h o  serve u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 2 1 . -

2 0 0 ( a ) ( 1 )  - (3) ma y  no t  v o t e  on m a t t e r s  b e f o r e  the c o m m i s s i o n .  A  

m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n  w h o  serve u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 2 1 . -  

2 0 0 ( a ) ( 4 )  a n d  (5) c o n s t i t u t e s  a q u o r u m  for c o n d u c t i n g  b u s i n e s s  a n d
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e x e r c i s i n g  the p o w e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n .

(c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  e l e c t  o n e  of its m e m b e r s  as c h a i r m a n ,  a n d  

m a y  s e l e c t  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  it c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y .

Se c .  4 4 . 2 1 . 2 2 0 .  C O M P E N S A T I O N .  M e m b e r s  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n  r e c e i v e  

n o  c o m p e n s a t i o n  for t h e i r  s e r v i c e s ,  but  ar e  e n t i t l e d  to  p e r  d i e m  and 

t r a v e l  a l l o w a n c e s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  law for o t h e r  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s .  

S e c .  4 4 . 2 1 . 2 3 0 .  P O W E R S  A N D  DUTIES. (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l

(1) f o r m u l a t e  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t a t e w i d e  p l a n  w h i c h  i d e n t i f i e s  

t h e  c o n c e r n s  a n d  n e e d s  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  and, w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to the p l a n  

a d o p t e d ,  p r e p a r e  a n d  s u b m i t  to the g o v e r n o r  a n d  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n  a n n u a l  

a n a l y s i s  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  of the s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  a r e  p r o v i d e d  to o l d e r  

A l a s k a n s  s

(2) m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the g o v e r n o r  a n d  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h  

r e s p e c t  to l e g i s l a t i o n ,  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  an d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  m a d e  for p r o­

gr a m s  or s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  b e n e f i t  o l d e r A l a s k a n s ;

(3) e n c o u r a g e  an d  a i d  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of m u n i c i p a l  c o m m i s­

si o n s  s e r v i n g  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  p r o g r a m s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  

f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ?

(4) e m p l o y  an e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  w h o  s e r v e s  at the p l e a s u r e  

of the c o m m i s s i o n ?

(5) a d m i n i s t e r  f e d e r a l  p r o g r a m s  r e l a t i n g  t o  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  

r e q u i r i n g  s t a t e  a c t i o n  w h i c h  a r e  not s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s s i g n e d  to a s t a t e  

a g e n c y  ?

(6) h e l p  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  l ead d i g n i f i e d ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  a n d  

u s e f u l  li v e s?  a n d

(7) r e q u e s t  a n d  r e c e i v e  r e p o r t s  a n d  a u d i t s  f r o m  s t a t e  

a n d  l o c a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  n e e d s

its d u t i e s ,  th e  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  
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(1) r e v i e w ,  e v a l u a t e  a n d  c o m m e n t  u p o n  s t a t e  p r o g r a m s  c o n­

c e r n e d  w i t h  th e  p r o b l e m s  a n d  the n e e d s  o f  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(2) c o l l e c t  f a c t s  and s t a t i s t i c s ,  a n d  m a k e  s t u d i e s  of c o n d i­

t i o n s  and  p r o b l e m s  p e r t a i n i n g  to the e m p l o y m e n t ,  h e a l t h ,  f i n a n c i a l  

s e c u r i t y ,  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o n c e r n s  w h i c h  b e a r  u p o n  the w e l l­

b e i n g  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(3) p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  p u b l i c  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  w o u l d  be  

o f  i n t e r e s t  or b e n e f i t  to o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(4) a p p o i n t  s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p e r s o n s  w h o  ar e  not 

m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n ,  to c o m p l e t e  n e c e s s a r y  s t u d i e s ;

(5) p r o m o t e  c o m m u n i t y  e d u c a t i o n  e f f o r t s  r e g a r d i n g  th e  p r o b­

lem s  a n d  c o n c e r n s  of o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

(6) a p p l y  for a n d  a c c e p t  g r a n t s ,  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  a n d  a p p r o p r i­

at i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a k i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  and a c c e p t i n g  f e d e r a l  f u nd s

p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  the O l d e r  A m e r i c a n s  A c t ,  P.L. 89-93, as a m e n d e d ;

(7) c o n t r a c t  for n e c e s s a r y  s e r v i c e s ;

(8) c o n s u l t  a n d  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  p e r s o n s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and 

g r o u p s  i n t e r e s t e d  in or c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p r o g r a m s  of a s s i s t a n c e  to o l d e r  

A l a s k a n s ;

(9) a d v o c a t e  i m p r o v e d  p r o g r a m s  of b e n e f i t  t o  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s ;

a n d

(10) set s t a n d a r d s  for l e v e l s  of s e r v i c e s  f o r  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  

f o r  p r o g r a m s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 4 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  I n  A S  4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0  - 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 4 0 ,  " c o m­

m i s s i o n "  m e a n s  th e  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n .

* S e c .  3. A S  4 4 . 6 6 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(8) O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  (AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 )  —  J u n e  30,

19 8 4 .

*  S e c .  4. A S S U M P T I O N  O F  P R O G R A M  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S .  T h e  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s
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C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  a s s u m e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for all p r o g r a m s ,  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  s e r­

vices o f  the O f f i c e  of A g i n g  and the G o v e r n o r ' s  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  o n  Aging.

* Sec .  5. I N I T I A L  M E M B E R S H I P  A N D  M E E T I N G  O F  C O M M I S S I O N .  (a) O f  the 

s e v e n  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  f i r s t  a p p o i n t e d  by the g o v e r n o r  to the O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  

C o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 ( a ) ( 5 ) ,

(1) t w o  shall s erve a t e r m  of two years;

(2) t h r e e  shall serve a t e r m  of three years;

(3) t w o  shall s erve a t e r m  of four years.

(b) In m a k i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t s  of the init i a l  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  of the Ol d e r 

A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 ( a ) ( 5 ) ,  the g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  an 

e x p i r a t i o n  dat e  of the terms of m e m b e r s  first a p p o i n t e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w it h 

(a) of t h i s  s e c t i o n .

(c) T h e  g o v e r n o r  s hall d e t e r m i n e  the d a t e  a n d p l a c e  of the initial 

m e e t i n g  o f  the O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n .

* Sec. 6. E F F E C T I V E  DATE. T h i s  Act takes e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1980.
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