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Introduced: 1/16/80
Referred: Health,Education & 
Social Services and Judiciary

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY P A R R  A N D  M A R T I N

H O U S E  B IL L  NO. 545 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  BILL

For a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Act a m e n d i n g  the c h i l d  p r o t e c t i o n  laws; and p r o­

v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 4 7 . 1 0 . 0 1 0 ( a ) ( 2 )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a ne w  s u b p a r a g r a p h  

to read:

(F) the c hild h a v i n g  s u f f e r e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  m e n t a l  or 

p h y s i c a l  n e g l e c t  as a r e s u l t  of c o n d i t i o n s  c r e a t e d  by the c h i l d' s  

p a r e n t ,  g u a r d i a n  or custo d i a n .

* Sec. 2. A S  4 7 . 1 7 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 4 7 . 1 7 . 0 1 0 .  PURPOSE. In o r d e r  to p r o t e c t  c h i l d r e n  w hose

h e a l t h  an d w e l l - b e i n g  m a y  b e  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  t h r o u g h  the i n f li c t i o n , 

b y  o t h e r  t h a n  a c c i d e n t a l  me a n s ,  of h a r m  t h r o u g h  p h y s i c a l  or me nt a l  a b u s e  

or n e g l e c t  [ R E Q U I R I N G  THE A T T E N T I O N  O F  A  P R A C T I T I O N E R  O F  T H E  H E A L I N G  

AR T S ] ,  the l e g i s l a t u r e  r e q u i r e s  the r e p o r t i n g  of t h e s e  c a s e s  by p r a c t i­

ti o n e r s  of the h e a l i n g  arts a n d  o t h e r s  to the a p p r o p r i a t e  p u b l i c  a u t h o­

rit i e s .  It is t h e  intent of the l e g i s l a t u r e  that, as a re s u l t  of t hese

r e p o r t s ,  p r o t e c t i v e  s e r v i c e s  will b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  in a n  ef f o r t to

p r e v e n t  f u r t h e r  h a r m  to the child, to s a f e g u a r d  a n d  e n h a n c e  the g e n e r a l  

w e l l - b e i n g  of t h e  c h i l d r e n  in this state, and to p r e s e r v e  f a m i l y  life 

w h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e .

* Sec. 3. AS 47.17.020(a)(2) is amended to read:

(2) school teachers and school administrative staff members;

* Sec. 4. AS 47.17.020(a) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(6) individuals involved in day care and foster care.
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* Sec. 5. AS 4 7 . 1 7 . 0 7 0 ( 1 )  is amended to read:

(1) " c h i l d  abuse or neglect" m e a n s  the p hy s i c a l  or m e n t a l  

injury or n e g l e c t , s e x u a l  abuse, or m a l t r e a t m e n t  of a c h i l d  u n de r  the 

age of 1J5 [EIGHTEEN] by a p e r s o n  who is r e s p o n s i b l e  for the chil d ' s  

w e l f a r e  u n d e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h i c h  i n d ic a t e  that the c h i l d' s  h e a l t h  or 

w e l f a r e  is h a r m e d  or t h r e a t e n e d  thereby:

* Sec. 6. AS 4 7 . 1 7 . 0 7 0 ( 2 )  is amended to read:

(2) " c h i l d "  m e a n s  a person u n d e r  1_8 [16] years of age;

* Sec. 7. AS 4 7 . 1 7 . 0 7 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(7) "men t a l  injury or n e g l e c t "  means in j u r y  or n e g l e c t  to the 

i n t e l l e c t u a l  or p s y c h o l o g i c a l  capacity of a child e v i d e n c e d  by a s u b­

stantial i m p a i r m e n t  to the child's a b i l i t y  to f u n c t i o n  w i t h i n  the 

child's nor m a l  r a n g e  of pe r fo r m a n c e  an d  be h a v i or .

* Sec. 8. AS 4 7. 1 7  is a m e n d e d  by adding n e w  sections to read:

Sec. 4 7 . 1 7 . 0 6 4 .  PH O T O GR A P H S  AND X-RA Y S .  A p e r s o n  r e q u i r e d  to 

report s u s p e c t e d  p h y s i c a l  or mental i n j u r y  or n e g l e c t  u nd e r  this c h a p t e r 

may w i t h o u t  the p e r m i s s i o n  of the p a r e n t s

(1) t a k e  or hav e  taken p h o t o g r a p h s  of the a r e as  of t r a u m a  

vi s i b l e  on the child; and

(2) if m e d i c a l l y  indicated, h a v e  a r a d i o l o g i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  

of the c h i l d  p e r f o r m e d .

Sec. 47 . 1 7 . 0 6 8 .  P E N A L T Y  FOR F A I L U R E  T O  REPORT. A p e r s o n  r e q u i r e d  

to f i l e  a r e p o r t  of abuse or neglect u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 1 7 . 0 2 0  w h o  w i l f u l l y  or 

k n o w i n g l y  fails or r e fu s e s  to report t h e  h a r m  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  AS 47.1 7 . - 

020 is g u i l t y  of a class B misdemeanor.

* Sec. 9. T hi s  A c t  takes e f f e c t  July 1, 1980.
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