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Introd uc e d :  4/23/79
Referred: H e a l t h . E d u c a t i o n  & 
S o c i a l  Services and J u d i c i a r y

IN T HE  H O U S E  BY M A R T I N

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 474 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E  S T A T E  OF A LA S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A BIL L

For a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the use of pu b l i c  funds, p e r s o n n e l

and f a c i l i t i e s  for a b o r t i o n s . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. F I N D I N G S  A N D  POLICY. (a) T h e  l e gi s l a t u r e  finds that

(1) the state h a s  pai d  fo r  abor t i o n s  from pu b l i c  funds;

(2) thi s  use of p u b l i c  f u n d s  is i n c o n s i s t e n t  with the p o l i c y  of

the state to p r o v i d e  proper m e d i c a l  care to in s u r e  the health of all c h i l d r e n  

w h e t h e r  b e f o r e  or a fter birth;

(3) no o ther e l e c t i v e  s u r g e r y  is f i n a n c e d  b y  pu b l i c money;

(4) th e use of p u b l i c  m o n e y  for such p u r p o s e  has s u b s t a n t i a l l y

i nc r e a s e d the n u m b e r  of a b o r t i o n s  i n  Alaska;

(5) the use of t h e  p e o p l e ' s  m o n e y  to pay for abo r t i o ns  is m o r a l l y  

re p u g n a n t to a l arge s e g m e n t  of the p o p u l a t i o n  of Alaska.

(b) It is the p o l i c y  of the s t a t e  to

(1) f o s t e r  and p r o m o t e  b y  all p e r m i s s i b l e  means the life, h e al t h  

and s a f e t y  of all children, i n c l u d i n g  u n b o r n  children;

(2) e n c o u r a g e  p r e g n a n t  w o m e n  to p r o p e r l y  care for the u n b o r n  child 

b y  c a r r y i n g  the child to full term;

(3) p r o h i b i t  the use of p u b l i c  money, per so n n e l  or f a c i l i t i e s  for 

a p ur p o s e  w h i c h  a s u b s t a n t i a l  p a r t  of the p e o p l e  of Al a s k a  c o n s i d e r  to be 

m o r a l l y  r e p u g n a n t .

* Sec. 2. AS  37 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a new chap t e r to reads

C H A P T E R  40. USE O F  PU B L I C  FUNDS, P E R S O N N EL  A N D 

F A C I L I T I E S  FOR ABORTIONS.
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Sec. 3 7 . 4 0. 0 1 0 .  US E  OF P U B L I C  F UNDS A N D  F A C I L I T I E S  P R O H I B I T E D .

(a) No s t a t e  or m u n i c i p a l  funds or f e d e r a l  or o t h e r  funds p a s s i n g  

t h r o u g h  t h e  state or a m u n i c i p a l i t y  m a y  be u s e d  d i r e c t l y  or i n d i r e c t l y  

to p e r f o r m  a n  a b o r t i o n  or to pa y  a p h y s i c i a n ,  s u r geon, h o s p i t a l ,  c l i n i c  

or o ther f a c i l i t y  f or  or in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  the p e r f o r m a n c e  of a n  a b o r­

tion.

(b) N o  f a c i l i t y  o w n e d  or o p e r a t e d  b y  the s t a t e  o r  by a m u n i c i p a l­

ity and no o t h e r  f a c i l i t y  f i n a n c e d  i n  w h o l e  or in p a r t  b y  the s t a t e  or 

b y  a m u n i c i p a l i t y  m a y  be used for or in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  the p e r f o r m a n c e  

of a n  a b o r t i o n .

Sec. 37.4 0 . 02 0 .  P R O H I B I T I O N  O N  T H E  U S E  O F  P U B L I C  P E R S O N N E L .  No 

p e r s o n  e m p l o y e d  b y  the s t at e  or b y  a m u n i c i p a l i t y  a n d  no p e r s o n ,  g r o u p  

or o r g a n i z a t i o n  f i n a n c e d  in w h o l e  or in p a r t  w i t h  s t a t e  or m u n i c i p a l  

funds may, i n  the s c o p e  of the e m p l o y m e n t  or i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  th e  

d uties f i n a n c e d  b y  t h e p u b l i c  funds, e n c o u r a g e  a p e r s o n  to h a v e  a n  

a b o r t i o n  or refer a p e r s o n  to a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  for the p u r p o s e  of h a v i n g  

a n  a b o r t i o n  p erformed.

Sec. 3 7 . 4 0 . 03 0 .  HOM E  R ULE M U N I C I P A L I T I E S .  T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of 

AS 3 7 . 4 0 . 0 1 0  - 3 7 . 4 0 . 0 5 0  a p p l y  to h o m e  rule m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .

Sec. 37.40 . 0 4 0 .  M I S D E M E A N O R .  A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  a p r o v i s i o n  of 

AS 3 7 . 4 0 . 0 1 0  - 3 7 . 4 0 . 0 5 0  is g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r  and, u p o n  c o n v i c­

tion, is p u n i s h a b l e  b y  i m p r i s o n m e n t  for up to one year, or b y  a f i n e  of

up to $ 1 , 0 00 ,  or b y  both.

Sec. 3 7. 4 0 . 0 5 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  F o r  the p u r p o s e s  o f  AS 3 7 . 4 0 . 0 1 0  -

3 7 . 4 0. 0 5 0 ,

(1) " a b o r t i o n "  m e a n s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  life 

of a n  u n b o r n  child;

(2) " u n b o r n  child" m e a n s  a h u m a n  b e i n g  f r o m  the time of 

f e r t i l i z a t i o n  of the o v u m  to b i r t h ;
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(3) " s t a t e "  i n c l u d e s  th e  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  a g e n c i e s ,  p u b l i c  c o r p o­

r a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s  o f  the s t a t e .
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