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Introduced: 4/18/79
Referred: Health,Education &
Social Services and Judiciary

B Y  B U C H H O L D T ,C O T T E N ,M C K I N N O N ,  
M A L O N E ,M I L L E R ,M U N S O N ,P A R K E R  

T H E  H O U S E  A N D  P A R R

H O U S E  B I L L  NO . 468

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

For a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Ac t  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  c l o s i n g  of s c h ools; a n d  p r o ­

v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A:

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 4 . 1 4  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 1 4 . 1 4 . 1 2 2 .  C L O S I N G  O F  S C H O O L .  (a) A s c h o o l  b o a r d  m a y  n o t  

o r d e r  the c l o s u r e  o f  a n  e l e m e n t a r y  or s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  u n l e s s  th e  b o a r d ,

n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  18 0  d a y s  b e f o r e  the a n t i c i p a t e d  d a t e  of c l o s u r e  of t h e

sc h o o l ,  p r e p a r e s  a n d  p u b l i s h e s  a r e p o r t  e x a m i n i n g  the a n t i c i p a t e d  e f f e c t  

of the s c h o o l  c l o s u r e .  Th e  r e p o r t  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  s h a l l  

i n c l u d e

(1) a s u m m a r y  of t h e  r e a s o n s  w h i c h  the b o a r d  finds a r e  

s u f f i c i e n t  t o  w a r r a n t  c l o s i n g  the s c h o o l ;

(2) the e f f e c t  of t h e  s c h o o l  c l o s u r e  o n  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  w h o  

w o u l d ,  e x c e p t  fo r  t h e  c l o s u r e ,  be e x p e c t e d  to a t t e n d  t h e  s c h o o l,  i n c l u d­

in g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  to,

(A) e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  the e d u c a t i o n  o f  

t h e s e  c h i l d r e n ;

(B) a d d i t i o n a l  or i n c r e m e n t a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a r r a n g e­

me n t s  n e c e s s a r y  to a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  to 

o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ;  a n d

(C) t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  a n y  s p e c i a l  e d u c a­

ti o n a l  o r  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  p r o v i d e d  at t h e  

sc h o o l i

(3) t h e  e f f e c t  o f  th e  s c h o o l  c l o s u r e  o n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o r
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n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  not limi t e d to,

(A) an e v a l u a t i o n  by the b o a r d  of t h o se  s e r v i c e s  and 

f a c i l i t i e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  the school w h i c h  re l a t e to t h e e d u c a t i o n a l  

p r o g r a m  a n d  those s e r v i c e s  and f a c i l i t i e s  w hich ar e  p r o v i d e d  by the 

s c h o o l  o u t s i d e  its e d u c a t i o n a l  program;

(B ) the i m p a c t  of the loss of the s e r v i c e s  or f a c i li t i e s  

if t h e y  a r e  no l o n g e r  p r o vided at the school fac i l it y ;

(C) the e f f e c t  of the school clos u r e  o n  the s t a b i l i t y  

a n d  c o n t i n u e d  v i t a l i t y  of the c o m m u n i t y  or n e i g h b o r h o o d ;  and

(D) the a b i l i t y  of the c o m m u n i t y  or n e i g h b o r h o o d  to 

c o n t i n u e  to a t t r a c t  r e s i de n t s  o f  v a r y i n g  income, age, racial and 

s o c i al  b a c k g r o u n d ;

(4) the ef f e c t  of the school c l o s u r e on the local taxpayers, 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  i d e n t i f y i n g  a n t i c i p a t e d  a d d i t i o n a l  e x p e n d i t u r e s  and p r o­

j e c t e d  s a v i n g s  to r e s u l t  f r o m  the p r o p o s e d  closure;

(5) the e f f e c t  of the school clos u r e on the s c h o o l  district, 

i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m it e d  to,

(A) the a c c o m m o d a t i o n  of pr o v i s i o n s  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r­

ga i n i n g  a g re e m e n t s  w i t h  school d i s tr i c t  e m p l o y ee s ;  an d

(B) the i m p a c t  on f a c u l t y  and staff a s s i g n e d  to the 

school w h i c h  is to b e  closed;

(6) the e f f e c t  o f  the school c l o s u r e on s t a t e  f i n a n c e s  and 

p r o g r a m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  but n o t  limited to to the a d d i t i o n a l  expense, if 

any, w h i c h  the s t a t e  m a y  b e  r e quired to m e e t  b e c a u s e  o f  t r a n s f e r  of 

s t u d e n t s  to o t h e r  schools; and

(7) t h e  r e c o m m e n d e d  a l t e r n a t i v e  u s e  of the f a c i l i t y  or, if no 

a l t e r n a t i v e  u s e  is s u g g e s t e d ,  the a r r a n g e m e n t s  for m a i n t e n a n c e  of the 

f a c i l i t y  a n d  grounds.

(b) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  p u b l i s h  its r e p o r t  in a n e w s p a p e r  o f  gener a l
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c i r c u l a t i o n  in the c o m m u n i t y  or n e i g h b o r h o o d  in w h i c h  the s c h o o l  is 

lo c ated, an d  shall d i s t r i b u t e  a c o p y  of the report to the p a r e n t s  a n d  

g u a r d i a n s  of each c h i l d  w h o  would, e x c e p t  for the closure, b e  e x p e c t e d  

to a t t e n d  the s c h o o l .

(c) Th e b o a r d  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  for at l e as t  one p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  c o n­

ce r n i n g  the report. The h e a r i n g  s h a l l  be h e l d  not less th a n  30 days 

af t e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  the r e p o r t  as p r o v i d e d  i n  (b) of

this se c t i o n ,  and s h a l l  be h e l d  at the s c h o o l  or at a p ub l i c  p l a c e  in or

p r o x i m a t e  to the c o m m u n i t y  or n e i g h b o r h o o d  s e r v e d  b y  the s c h o o l  p r o p o s e d  

to be close d .  N o t i c e  of the h e a r i n g  shall be g iven to the c o m m i s s i o n e r  

of e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  c o mm i s s i o n e r ,  or a m e m b e r  of the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f  

of the D e p a r t m e n t  of Educa ti o n ,  shall a t t e n d  the h e a r i n g .

* Sec. 2. AS 14.08 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 14.08.153. C L O S I N G  OF SCHOO L .  (a) A r e g i o n a l  s c h o o l  b o a r d  

m a y  no t  o r d e r  the c l o s u r e  of an e l e m e n t a r y  or s e c o n d a r y  sch o o l  u n l e s s  

the b o a r d ,  not l a t e r  t h a n  180 days b e f o r e  the a n t i c i p a t e d  d a t e  of 

c l o s u r e  of the s c ho o l ,  p r e p a r e s  a n d  p u b l i s h e s  a r e p o r t  e x a m i n i n g  the 

a n t i c i p a t e d  effect of the school c l osure. Th e  report r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  

this s u b s e c t i o n  s h a l l  i nc l u d e

(1) a s u m m a r y  of the r e a s o n s  w h i c h  the b o a r d  finds is s u f f i­

cient to warra n t  c l o s i n g  the schooli

(2) the e f f e c t  of the s c h o o l  c l o s u r e  on t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  w h o  

would, e x c e p t  for th e  closure, be e x p e c t e d  to at t e n d  the school, i n c l u d­

ing b u t  n o t  limi t e d  to,

(A) e v a l u a t i o n  of th e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  for the e d u c a t i o n  of 

t h e s e  children;

(B) a d d i t i o n a l  or i n c r e m e n t a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a r r a n g e­

m e n t s  n e c e s s a r y  to a c c o m m o d a t e  the t r a n s f e r  of t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  to 

o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  facili t ie s ;  a n d
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(C) t h e  t r e a t m e n t  or  d i s p o s i t i o n  of a n y  s p e c i a l  e d u c a­

tional or s u p p l e m e n t a r y  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  p r o v i d e d  at the 

schoolt

(3) t h e  e f f e c t  o f  the s c h o o l  c l o s u r e  on  t h e c o m m u n i t y  or 

n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  not l i m i t e d  to,

(A) a n  e v a l u a t i o n  b y  the b o a r d  o f  t ho s e  s e r v i c e s  and 

f a c i l i t i e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  the s c h o o l  w h i c h  r e l a t e  to the e d u c a t i o n a l  

p r o g r a m  a n d  t h o s e  s e r v i c e s  an d  f a c i l i t i e s  w h i c h  are p r o v i d e d  by  th e  

sc h o o l  o u t s i d e  its e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m ;

(B) t h e  i m p a c t  of the  loss o f  the s e r v i c e s  or  f a c i l i t i e s  

if t hey a r e  n o  l o n g e r  p r o v i d e d  at the s c h o o l  f a c i l it y ;

(C) t h e  e f f e c t  of the s c h o o l  c l o s u r e  on the s t a b i l i t y  

a n d  c o n t i n u e d  v i t a l i t y  of the c o m m u n i t y  or n e i g h b o r h o o d ;  a n d

(D) t h e  a b i l i t y  of the c o m m u n i t y  or n e i g h b o r h o o d  to 

c o n t i n u e  to a t t r a c t  r e s i d e n t s  of v a r y i n g  inco m e ,  age, r a c i a l  and 

s ocial b a c k g r o u n d ;

(4) t h e  e f f e c t  of the s c h o o l  c l o s u r e  on the r e g i o n a l  e d u c a­

t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  a r e a,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  no t  l i m i t e d  to,

(A) th e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  of c o l l e c t i v e  b a r ­

ga i n i n g  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  r e g i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  a r e a  e m p l o y e e s ;  and

(B) the  i m p a c t  on f a c u l t y  a n d  s t a f f  a s s i g n e d  to the 

school w h i c h  is to be closed;

(5) t he  e f f e c t  o f  the s c h o o l  c l o s u r e  o n  s t a t e  f i n a n c e s  a n d  

p r o g r a m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  to the a d d i t i o n a l  e x p e n s e ,  if any, 

w h i c h  the s t a t e  m a y  be r e q u i r e d  to m e e t  b e c a u s e  of t r a n s f e r  o f  s t u d e n t s  

t o  o t h e r  s c h o o l s ;  a n d

(6) the r e c o m m e n d e d  a l t e r n a t i v e  u s e  of  t h e  f a c i l i t y  or, if n o  

alternative use is s u g g e s t e d ,  the a r r a n g e m e n t s  fo r  m a i n t e n a n c e  of  th e  

facility and grounds.
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(b) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  p u b l i s h  its r e p o r t  in a n e w s p a p e r  o f  g e n e r a l  

c i r c u l a t i o n  in the c o m m u n i t y  or n e i g h b o r h o o d  in w h i c h  the s c h o o l  is 

l o c a t e d ,  a n d  s h a l l  d i s t r i b u t e  a c o p y  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  to t h e  p a r e n t s  a n d  

g u a r d i a n s  o f  e a c h  c h i l d  w h o  w o u l d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e c l o s u r e ,  b e  e x p e c t e d  

t o  a t t e n d  t h e  s c h o o l .

(c) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  at l e a s t  o n e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  c o n­

c e r n i n g  t h e  r e p o r t .  T h e  h e a r i n g  s h a l l  be h e l d  n o t  less t h a n  30 days 

a f t e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  the r e p o r t  i n  th e  m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  

i n  (b) o f  thi s s e c t i o n ,  a n d  s h a l l  be h e l d  at the s c h o o l  or at a p u b l i c  

p l a c e  in o r  p r o x i m a t e  t o  th e  c o m m u n i t y  or n e i g h b o r h o o d  s e r v e d  b y  the 

s c h o o l  p r o p o s e d  to b e  c l o s e d .  N o t i c e  of the h e a r i n g  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  to 

t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  o r  a m e m b e r  o f  the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n ,  sh a l l  a t t e n d  the 

h e a r i n g .

* Sec .  3. T h i s  Act is r e t r o a c t i v e  to J a n u a r y  1, 1979.

* Sec .  4. T h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 01.10.

0 7 0 ( c ) .
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