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Introduced; A/5/79 
Referred; Finance

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY TH E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 4 4 5 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

For a n  Ac t  en t i t l e d :  " A n  Act t e r m i n a t i n g  the e x i s t e n c e  of the State P h y s i c a l

T h e r a p y  B o a rd  o n  J a n u a r y  1, 1981 and r e a s s i g n i n g  its 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of Commerce and 

E c o n o m i c  D ev e l o p m e n t )  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an eff e c t i v e 

d a t e ."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. T E R M I N A T I O N  OF S T A T E  P H YS I C A L  T H E R A P Y  BOARD. N o t w i t h s t a n d­

ing the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 08.03.010, the S tate P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  Board will 

c o n t i n u e  in e x i s t e n c e  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1, 1981, a n d  after that date the D e p a r t­

m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  w i l l  h a v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  over the 

l i c e n s i n g  of p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  the p r a c t i c e  of p h y s i c a l  therapy u n d e r  

t he p r o v i s i o n s  o f  AS 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 0 5  - 08.84.200. D u r i n g  the p e r i o d  until 

J a n u a r y  1, 1981, the m e m b e r s  of the b oard w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  the orderly t r a n s­

fer of f u n c t i o n s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of the b o a r d  to the department.

N o t h i n g  in this Act or A S  0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0  reduces or limits the a u t h o r it y  of the 

b o a r d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 1 0  - 0 8 . 8 4 . 2 0 0  before J a n u a r y  1, 1981.

* Sec. 2. A S  0 8 . 0 1 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(b) Thi s  c h a p t e r  a p pl i e s  to the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of the d e p a r t m e n t  

o v e r  l i c e n s i n g  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n  of p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  (AS 08.84.010).

* Sec. 3. A S  0 8 . 0 1 . 0 5 0 ( a ) (19) is amended to read:

(19) p r o v i d e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  s e r v i c e s  to the boards e s t a b l i s h e d  

u n d e r  A S  08.20, A S  08.32, AS 08.36, AS 08 . 6 4 ,  AS 08.68, AS 08.71,

A S  08.72, AS 0 8 . 8 0 ,  [AS 08.8 4, ]  and AS 0 8 . 8 6  for the p u r p o s e  of a s s i s t­

i n g  t hose  b o a r d s  i n  matt e r s of p r o f e s s i o n a l  d iscipline.
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* Sec. 4. AS 08. 0 1 . 0 5 0( a )  is a m e n d e d  b y  ad d i ng  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(20) p r o v i d e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  se r vices in m a t t e r s  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  

d i s c i p l i n e  for the p r o f e s s i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  AS 08.84.

* Sec. 5. AS 0 8 . 0 1 . 0 5 0( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) T h e  f orm and c o n t e n t  of a license [,] a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  AS 08 

[BY A  B O A R D  L I S T E D  IN AS 0 8 . 0 1 . 0 1 0 ] ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n y  d o c u m e n t  e v i d e n c i n g  

r e n e w a l  of a license, shall be d e t e r m i n e d  by the d e p a r t m e n t  after c o n s u l­

ta t i o n  wit h  and c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of the views of a n y  [THE] b o a r d  c o n c e r n e d .

* Sec. 6. AS 0 8.84 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 0 8 .84.005. A U T H O R I T Y  O F  D E P A R T M E N T .  The d e p a r t m e n t  has 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  ove r  the l i c e n s i n g  of p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  the p r a c t i c e  

o f  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  u n de r  this c h a p t e r .

* Sec. 7. AS 08.84 . 0 1 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) The d e p a r t m e n t  [ P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P Y  BOARD] shall cond u ct  e x a m i n a­

tio n s  for a p p l i c a n t s  an d  s h a l l  c o n t r o l  all m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  to the 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  of p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  and p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s  a n d 

t h e  p r a c t i c e  of p h y s i c al  t h erapy. T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] shall

(1) pass u p o n  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of a p p l i c a n t s ;

(2) cond u c t  e x a m i n a t i o n s ;

(3) issue t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s  and r e g i s t r a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  to 

p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  and p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s  q u a l i f i e d  u n d e r  this 

ch a pter;

(4) s u s p e n d  or r e v o k e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  w h e n  n e c e s­

sary;

(5) keep a c u r r e n t  r e g i s t e r  l i s t in g  the n ame, b u s i ne s s

a d d r e s s ,  date an d  n u m b e r  of r e g i s t r a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  e a c h  p h y s i c a l

t h e r a p i s t  an d  p h ys i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t  w h o  is r e g i s t e r e d  to p r a c t i c e  

i n  this state;

(6) k e e p  a r e c o r d  a n d  m i n u t e s  of its m e e t i n g s ,  p r o c e e d i n g s
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an d  h e a r i n g s .

* Sec. 8. AS 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 2 0  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

Sec. 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 2 0 .  A P P L I C A B I L I T Y  O F  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  P R O C E D U R E  ACT.

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] s h a l l  c o m p l y  wit h  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  

Act (AS 44.62).

* Sec. 9. AS 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

Sec. 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 3 0 .  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  FOR R E G I S T R A T I O N .  To b e  e l i g i b l e  

for r e g i s t r a t i o n  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] a s  a p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  or 

p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t ,  an a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l

(1) b e  of g o o d  moral c h a r a c t e r }

(2) h a v e  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  a sch o o l  o f  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a p p r o v e d  

b y  the C o u n c i l  o n  M e d i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  and H o s p i t a l s  o f  the A m e r i c a n  

M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  or th e  A m e r i c a n  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n ;

(3) p a s s  to t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] an  

e x a m i n a t i o n  f r o m  the P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x a m i n a t i o n  S e r v i c e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  to 

d e t e r m i n e  his f i t n e s s  f o r  p r a c t i c e  as a p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  o r  p h y s i c a l  

t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t  or be e n t i t l e d  to r e g i s t r a t i o n  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n  as 

p r o v i d e d  in AS  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 6 0 .

* Sec. 10. AS 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 4 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 4 0 .  A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR R E G I S T R A T I O N .  To b e  r e g i s t e r e d  as

a p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  o r  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t ,  an a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  

a p p l y  to the d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] o n  a f o r m  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

[BOARD]. An a p p l i c a n t  s hall i n c l u d e  in h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  e v i d e n c e  u n d e r

o a t h  that h e  p o s s e s s e s  th e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  b y  AS 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 3 0 .

* Sec. 11. AS 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 6 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 6 0 .  R E G I S T R A T I O N  BY E N D O R S E M E N T .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

[BOARD] m a y  r e g i s t e r  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n  a p p l i c a n t  w h o  is a p h y s i c a l  

t h e r a p i s t  o r  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t  r e g i s t e r e d  u n d e r  t h e  laws of 

a n o t h e r  s t a t e  o r  t e r r i t o r y ,  if t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  in t h a t
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s t a t e  or t e r r i t o r y  w e r e ,  at th e  da t e  o f  hi s  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

e q u a l  to th e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  in t h i s  st a te .

* Sec. 12. A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 6 5 ( a )  a n d  (b) a r e  a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] m a y  i s s u e  a n o n r e n e w a b l e  t e m p o r a r y  

p e r m i t  to a n  a p p l i c a n t  for r e g i s t r a t i o n  b y  e n d o r s e m e n t  or b y  e x a m i n a t i o n  

w h o  m e e t s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of AS 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 3 0 ( 1 )  a n d  (2) a n d  pay s  t h e  

r e q u i r e d  fee.

(b) A  t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t  i s s u e d  t o  a n  a p p l i c a n t  for r e g i s t r a t i o n  b y  

e n d o r s e m e n t  is v a l i d  for e i g h t  m o n t h s  or u n t i l  the d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] 

c o n s i d e r s  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  e n d o r s e m e n t  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  w h i c h e v e r  o c c u r s  

f i r s t .

* Sec. 13. A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 8 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] s h a l l  e x a m i n e  a p p l i c a n t s  for r e g i s t r a­

t i o n  as p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  or p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s  at the t i m e s 

a n d  p l a c e s  it d e t e r m i n e s .

* Sec. 14. A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 9 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 9 0 .  R E G I S T R A T I O N .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] s h al l 

r e g i s t e r  a n  a p p l i c a n t  w h o  m e e t s  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  for r e g i s t r a t i o n  

u n d e r  thi s  c h a p t e r .  It s h a l l  i s s u e  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of r e g i s t r a t i o n  to 

e a c h  p e r s o n  r e g i s t e r e d .  A c e r t i f i c a t e  of r e g i s t r a t i o n  is p r i m a  f a c i e  

e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  r i g h t  of th e  p e r s o n  to r e p r e s e n t  h i m s e l f  as a r e g i s t e r e d  

p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  or r e g i s t e r e d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i t a n t .

* Sec. 15. A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 0 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) A  p e n a l t y  of $10 s h a l l  be c h a r g e d  i n  a d d i t i o n  to all d e l i n­

qu e n t  r e n e w a l  f e e s  for r e i n s t a t e m e n t  of a r e g i s t r a t i o n  w h i c h  r e m a i n s  

l a p s e d  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  60 da y s .  If t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e m a i n s  l a p s e d  for

m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  the d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] m a y  r e q u i r e  the a p p l i c a n t  

t o  t a k e  a n d  p a s s  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  g i v e n  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 3 0 ( 3 ) .

* Sec. 16. A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 2 0  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

-4- H B  44 5
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Sec. 0 8 .84.120. REFUSAL, R E V O C A T I O N  AND S U S P E N S I O N  O F  R E G I S T R A­

TION. The d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] m a y  r e f u s e  to r e g i s t e r  an appli c a n t ,  m a y  

r e f u s e  to r e n e w  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  of a person, and m a y  s u s p e n d  or re vo k e  

the r e g i s t r a t i o n  of a p e r s o n  w h o

(1) is h a b i t u a l l y  d r u n k  or a d d i c t e d  to the use of n a r c o ti c

d r u g s  i

(2) is, in the  j u d g m e n t  of the d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD], g u i l t y  of 

i m m o r a l  or u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  conduct;

(3) has b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  of v i o l a t i n g  a state or federal n a r c o­

tic law;

(4) has b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  of a crime i n v o l v i n g  m o r a l  turpitude;

(5) is guil t y ,  in the j u d g m e n t  of the d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD], of 

g r o s s  n e g l i g e n c e  in his p r a c t i c e  as a p h y s i c a l  therapist;

(6) has o b t a i n e d  or a t t e m p t e d  to o b t a i n  r e g i s t r a t i o n  b y  fraud 

or m a t e r i a l  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ;

(7) has b e e n  d e c l a r e d  m e n t a l l y  ill by a court and has not 

t h e r e a f t e r  bee n  l a w f u l l y  d e c l a r e d  sane; [OR]

(8) has t r e a t e d  or a t t e m p t e d  to treat a i l m e n ts  of h u m a n  

b e i n g s  o t h e r w i s e  t han b y  p h y s i c a l  therapy, or has a t t e m p t e d  to p ra c t i c e  

i n d e p e n d e n t  of the p r e s c r i p t i o n  and d i r e c t i o n  of a p e r s o n  l i c ensed to 

p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  or o s t e o p a t h y ;

(9) as a p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a ssistant, has a t t e m p t e d  to p r a c­

tice p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  w h i c h  has not b e e n  initiated, s u p e r v i s e d  an d  t e r m­

inat e d  b y  a r e g i s t e r e d  p h y s i c a l  therapist.

* Sec. 17. AS 0 8 . 8 4 . 1 8 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 .84.180. I N V E S T I G A T I O N  BY D E P A R T M E N T  [BOARD]. The d e p a r t­

me n t  [BOARD] shall i n v e s t i g a t e  e v e r y  s u p p o s e d  v i o l a t i o n  of this chapter 

c o m i n g  to its n o t i c e  a n d  s hall r e p o r t  all cases w h i c h  in the j u d g m e n t  of 

t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] w a r r a n t  p r o s e c u t i o n  to the p r o p e r  law e n f o r c e m e n t

-5_ HB 445
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* Sec. 18. AS 0 8 . 8 4 . 1 8 5  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 8 4 . 1 8 5 .  LIMITS OR C O N D I T I O N S  ON L I CE N S E ;  D I S C I P L I N E .  (a)

In a d d i t i o n  to a c t i o n  under AS 08.84 . 1 8 0 ,  u p o n  a f i n d i n g  that b y  r e a s o n  

of d e m o n s t r a t e d  p r o b l e m s  of c o m p e t e n c e ,  experi e n ce ,  e d u c a t i o n  or h e a l t h  

t h e  a u t h o r i t y  to p r a c t i c e  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  sho u l d  be limi t e d or c o n d i­

ti o n e d  or the p r a c t i t i o n e r  d i s c i p l in e d ,  the d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] m a y  r e p r i­

mand, censure, p l ac e  o n  probation, r e s t r i c t  p r a c t i c e  by speci a l t y , 

p r o c e d u r e  or f a c i l i t y ,  requ i re  a d d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  or training, or 

r e v o k e  or s u s p e n d  a regist ra t i o n .

(b) T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  Act (AS 44.62) a p p l i e s  to any 

a c t i o n  taken b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] u nder this section.

* Sec. 19. R E P E A L E R .  AS 08.01.0 1 0 (2 1 ) ,  AS 0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0 ( a ) (11), AS 0 8 . 8 4 . -  

010(a) a n d  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 9 0 ( 1 )  are repealed.

* Sec. 20. E F F E C T I V E  DATE. S e c t i o n  1 of this Act takes effect 

i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . 0 70 ( c ) .  S e c t i o n s  2 - 19 of this Ac t  

take e f f e c t  J a n u a r y  1, 1981.
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