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IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S TATE O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F IRST S E S S I O N  

A BILL

For an  Ac t  entitled: "An Act t e r m i n a t i n g  the e x i s t e n c e  of the B o a r d  of

V e t e r i n a r y  E x a m i n e r s  on J a n u a r y  1, 1981 a n d  r e a s s i g n i n g  

its r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  an d  

E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ;  and p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e ."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. T E R M I N A T I O N  O F  B OARD O F  V E T E R I N A R I A N  EXAMINERS. N o t w i t h­

s t a n d i n g  the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 08.03 . 0 1 0 , the Board of V e t e r i n a r y  E x a m i n e r s  

w i l l  c o n t i n u e  in e x i s t e n c e  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1, 1981, a n d  a ft e r  that da t e  the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  w i l l  hav e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  over 

the l i c e n s i n g  of v e t e r i n a r i a n s  and the p r a c t i c e  of v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e ,  

s u r g e r y ,  or d e n t i s t r y  u n d e r  the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 0 8 . 9 8 . 0 0 5  - 08.98 . 2 5 0 .

D u r i n g  the p e r i o d  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1, 1981, the m e m b e r s  of the b o a r d  w ill 

f a c i l i t a t e  the o r d e r l y  t r a n s f e r  of f u n c t i o n s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of the 

b o a r d  to the d e p a r t m e n t .  N o t h i n g  in this Act or AS 0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0  r e d u c e s  or 

l i m i t s  the a u t h o r i t y  of the b o a r d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 9 8 . 0 1 0  - 0 8 . 9 8 . 2 5 0  b e f o r e 

J a n u a r y  1, 1981.

* Sec. 2. AS 0 8 . 0 1 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(b) This c h a p t e r  a p p l i e s  to the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of the d e p a r t m e n t  

o v e r  l i c e n s i n g  an d  r e g u l a t i o n s  of v e t e r i n a r i a n s  (AS 0 8 . 9 8 . 0 10 ) .

* Sec .  3. AS 0 8 . 0 1 . 0 5 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) T h e  f o r m  an d  c o n t e n t  of the license [,] a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  A S  08 

[BY A B O A R D  L I S T E D  IN A S  08 .0 1 . 0 1 0 ] ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n y  d o c u m e n t  e v i d e n c i n g  

r e n e w a l  o f  a license, s h a l l  be d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  a f t e r  con-
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s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  and c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of the views of a ny  [THE] b o a r d  c o n­

cerned.

* Sec. 4. AS 08.98 is a m e n d e d  b y  ad d i n g  a new s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 08.98.005. A U T H O R I T Y  OF D EPARTMENT. Th e d e p a r t m e n t  has

j u r i s d i c t i o n  over th e  l i c e n s i n g  of v e t e r i n a r i a n s  a n d  the p r a c t i c e  of

v e t e r i n a r y  me d icine, surgery, an d  d e n t i s t r y  under this chapter.

* Sec. 5. AS 0 8 . 9 8 . 0 5 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 08.98.050. DU T I E S O F  THE D E P A R T M E N T  [BOARD]. The d e p a r t m e n t

[BOARD] s h a l l

(1) pass o n  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of appl i c a n t s for licenses an d 

i s s u e  l ic e n s e s  to t h o s e  w h o  qualify;

(2) p r e p a r e  and g r a d e  e xa m inations, p r o v i d e d  that the d e p a r t­

m e n t  [BOARD] may u s e e x a m i n a t i o n s  p r e p a r e d  by the N a t i o n a l  Board o f  

V e t e r i n a r y  E x a m i n e r s ;

(3) after h e a r i n g,  have the a u t hority to s u s p e n d  or r e v o k e  

t h e  license of a l i c e n s e d  v e t e r i n a r i a n  who

(A) o b t a i n e d  hi s  lice n s e  by fraud, m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  or

deception;

(B) is c h r o n i c a l l y  d r u n k  or is a d r u g  addict;

(C) m a k e s  u n t r u t h f u l  s tatements a b o u t  hi s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

a b i l i t y ,  to s o l i c i t  b u s i n es s ;

(D) d i s t r i b u t e s  a l c o h o l  or drugs e x c e p t  as r e q u i r e d  by 

the p r a c t i c e  of v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i ci n e ,  surgery, or d e ntistry;

(E) in his p r o f e s s i o n a l  capacity, c o n d u c t s  h i m s e l f  in a 

w a y  t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  h e  is not a c o m pe t e n t  v e t e r i n a r i a n ;

(F) is c o n v i c t e d  of a felony or a n y  c r i m e  i n v o l v i n g  

m o r a l  turpit u d e ;

(G) f a l s i f i e s  a n  o f f i c i a l  state or f e d e r a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  

r e l a t i n g  to v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e .
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* Sec. 6. AS 0 8 . 9 8 . 0 6 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 9 8 . 0 6 0 .  'D E P A R T M E N T  [BOARD] R E G U L A T I O N S .  (a) T h e  d e p a r t­

me n t  [BOARD] s h a l l  a d o p t  p r o c e d u r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  d e s c r i b i n g  h o w  a p e r s o n  

a p p l i e s  for a n d  takes a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r .

(b) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] s h a l l  a d o p t  s u b s t a n t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n s

(1) d e f i n i n g  c o n d u c t  wh i c h ,  if e n g a g e d  in b y  a v e t e r i n a r i a n ,  

is e v i d e n c e  of i n c o m p e t e n c e ;

(2) s p e c i f y i n g  a p p r o v e d  s c h o o l s  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 9 8 . 1 7 0 ( 1 ) ;

(3) s p e c i f y i n g  the s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  to be c o v e r e d  i n  a n  e x a m­

in a t i o n  for v e t e r i n a r i a n s .

* Sec. 7. AS 0 8 . 9 8 . 1 3 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 9 8 . 1 3 0 .  E X A M I N A T I O N .  A p e r s o n  w h o  p a s s e s  the e x a m i n a t i o n  

g i v e n  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] is e n t i t l e d  to be l i c e n s e d  as a v e t e r i­

narian.

* Sec. 8. AS 0 8 . 9 8 . 1 5 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 9 8 . 1 5 0 .  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  O F  E X A M I N A T I O N .  The d e p a r t m e n t  

[BOARD] s h a l l  o f f e r  e x a m i n a t i o n s  at l e a s t  o n c e  a year. E x a m i n a t i o n s  

shall b e  so a d m i n i s t e r e d  that, w h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e ,  o n e  w h o  g r a d e s  a 

w r i t t e n  e x a m i n a t i o n  does no t  k n o w  w h o s e  p a p e r  he is g r a d i n g .

* Sec. 9. AS 0 8 . 9 8 . 1 7 0 ( 1 )  an d  (3) are a m e n d e d  to read:

(1) w as  g r a d u a t e d  f rom a s c h o o l  of v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e  

a p p r o v e d  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  [ B O A R D ] ;

(3) has c o m p l e t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n  f orms a n d  r e t u r n e d  t h e m  to the 

d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD];

* Sec. 10. A S  0 8 . 9 8 . 2 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 9 8 . 2 1 0 .  O U T - O F - S T A T E  V E T E R I N A R I A N .  A  v e t e r i n a r i a n  in g o o d  

s t a n d i n g  i n  a v e t e r i n a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n  of  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  or t e r r i t o r y  or 

t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a  w h i c h  l i c e n s e s  v e t e r i n a r i a n s  to p r a c t i c e  

v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e  m a y  b e  l i c e n s e d  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r w i s e
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u p o n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  the s a m e  t e r m s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  as ar e  f i x e d  in the 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  f r o m  w h i c h  h e  h a s  c o m e  f o r  the l i c e n s u r e  of a v e t e r i n a r i a n  

f r o m  t h i s  s t a t e .  As a p r e r e q u i s i t e  to l i c e n s u r e  the d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD] 

s h a l l  r e q u i r e  a v e t e r i n a r i a n  to t a k e  a n d  p a s s  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  unl e s s  the 

a p p l i c a n t  h a s

(1) p a s s e d  a s t a t e  v e t e r i n a r i a n  e x a m i n a t i o n s

(2) e n g a g e d  in the a c t i v e  p r a c t i c e  o f  v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e  for 

a t  l e a s t  f i v e  o u t  of the p r e v i o u s  s e v e n  y e a r s  b e f o r e  f i l i n g  the a p p l i c a­

ti o n  e x c l u d i n g  t i m e  s p e n t  in the m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  of t h e  U n i t e d  States;

(3) g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  a n  a c c r e d i t e d  s c h o o l  o f  v e t e r i n a r y

m e d i c i n e ;

(4) m e t  the c h a r a c t e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  the d e p a r t­

m e n t  [B O A R D ] .

* Sec. 11. AS 0 8 . 9 8 . 2 3 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

S ec. 0 8 . 9 8 . 2 3 0 .  I N J U N C T I O N .  W h e n  it a p p e a r s  tha t a p e r s o n  has 

e n g a g e d  i n  or is a b o u t  to e n g a g e  in a n  act c o n s t i t u t i n g  a v i o l a t i o n  of 

AS 0 8 . 9 8 . 1 2 0 ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [BOARD, T H R O U G H  ITS E X E C U T I V E  S E C R E T A R Y , ]  

s h a l l  b r i n g  a n  a c t i o n  in the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  to e n j o i n  t h e  ac t  and  to 

e n f o r c e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 8 . 9 8 . 1 2 0 .

* Sec. 12. R E P E A L E R .  A S  0 8 . 0 1 . 0 1 0 ( 1 4 ) ,  AS 0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0 ( a ) ( 8 ) ,  AS 0 8 . 9 8 . -  

0 1 0  - 0 8 . 9 8 . 0 4 0 ,  0 8 . 9 8 . 0 7 0  - 0 8 . 9 8 . 0 8 0 ,  0 8 . 9 8 . 1 0 0 ,  a n d  0 8 . 9 8 . 2 5 0 ( 2 )  are 

r e p e a l e d .

* Sec. 13. E F F E C T I V E  D ATE. S e c t i o n  1 of t his Act t akes e f f e c t  i m m e d i­

a t e l y  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .  S e c t i o n s  2 - 12 o f  t h i s  Act t a k e  

e f f e c t  J a n u a r y  1, 1981.
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