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CS FOR H O U S E  B ILL NO. 413 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

F o r  a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the A l a s k a  S t a t e

C l i m a t e  C e n t e r  and a s t a t e  w e a t h e r  a n d  c l i m a t e  p r o­

g r a m . "

B E  IT ENAC T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

* Sect i o n  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  FINDINGS. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that:

(1) w e a t h e r  a n d  c l i m a t e  changes a ff e c t  a l l  of m a n ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  

g e n e r a l  welfare:

(2) a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  w e a t h e r  a n d  c l i m a t e  p a t t e r n s  is e s s e n t i a l  

to f o o d  and e n e r g y  p r o d u c t i o n ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  

m a n a g e m e n t ,  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  of l a n d  use, c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  us e  of w a t e r  reso u r ce s ,  a n d  the w e l l - b e i n g  o f  the p e o p l e  o f  

A l a s k a :

(3) p r o g r a m s  o f  b asic a n d  a p p l i e d  c l i m a t i c  r e s e a r c h  are i m p o r t a n t  

f u n c t i o n s  of s e v e r a l  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Alaska i n s t i t u t e s  and c e nt e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E x p e r i m e n t  S t a tion: the A r c t i c  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  

D a t a  Center: t h e  G e o p h y s i c a l  Institute: t h e  I n s t i t u t e s  of A r c t i c  Biology, 

M a r i n e  Science, and  W a t e r  R e s o u r c e s :  and th e  A l a s k a  Sea G r a n t  Program:

(4) w e a t h e r  a n d  c l i m a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  is e s s e n t i a l  to the p r o g r a m s  

o f  several a g e n c i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r va t i o n ,  F ish a n d  Game, N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  

P u b l i c  Safety, a n d T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s :

(5) t h e  N a t i o n a l  C l i m a t e  P r o g r a m  Act, 15 U.S.C. 2901 - 2908, 

p r o v i d e s  for t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a p r o g r a m  for f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  c o o p e r a t i v e  

a c t i v i t i e s  in c l i m a t e  s t u d i e s  a n d  a d v i s o r y  s e r v i c e s ,  and f o r  an nu a l  g r a n t s  to
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s t a t e s  f o r  t hese a c t i v i t i e s  i f  the s t a t e  h a s  a d o p t e d  a s t a t e  c l i m a t e  p r o g r a m  

in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  C l i m a t e  P r o g r a m  Act;

(6) th e  A r c t i c  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  D a t a  C e n t e r  p r e s e n t l y  

p r o v i d e s  c l i m a t o l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e s  for t h e  s t a t e  u n d e r  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  the 

U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  O c e a n i c  a n d  A t m o s p h e r i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n }  

a n d

(7) b y  v i r t u e  o f  th e  N a t i o n a l  C l i m a t e  P r o g r a m  Act, it w o u l d  be 

h i g h l y  b e n e f i c i a l  fo r  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  to e s t a b l i s h  a s t a t e  w e a t h e r  a n d  

c l i m a t e  p r o g r a m  t o  r e c o g n i z e  and i m p r o v e  the  e x i s t i n g  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  to d e v e l o p  

a d d i t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  as r e q u i r e d .

* S ec. 2. AS 1 4 . 4 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to reads

Sec. 1 4 . 4 0 . 0 8 5 .  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  O F  A L A S K A  S T A T E  C L I M A T E  CENTER. (a) 

T h e  u n i v e r s i t y  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a n  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C l i m a t e  C e n t e r  w i t h i n  a n  

a p p r o p r i a t e  u n i t  of t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  

o f  t h e  c e n t e r  is u n d e r  the d i r e c t i o n  o f  a u n i v e r s i t y  e m p l o y e e  d e s i g n a t e d  

t h e  " s t a t e  c l i m a t o l o g i s t . "

(b) T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C l i m a t e  C e n t e r  s h a l l

(1) p r e p a r e  and u p d a t e  o n  a b i e n n i a l  b a s i s  a p l a n  for the 

s y s t e m a t i c  a c q u i s i t i o n  a n d  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of c l i m a t e - r e l a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n ;  

t h e  p l a n  s h a l l  I n c l u d e

(A) a n  a s s e s s m e n t  of w e a t h e r  a n d  c l i m a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

n e e d s  i n  A l a s k a ;

(B) a r e a s o n a b l e  b a s i s  for s e t t i n g  p r i o r i t i e s  a m o n g  

t h o s e  n e e d s ;  a n d

(C) a p r o g r a m  f o r  c o o r d i n a t i n g  the a c t i v i t i e s  of al l  

a v a i l a b l e  s o u r c e s  of w e a t h e r -  a n d  c l i m a t e - r e l a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  

o r d e r  t o  m e e t  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t y  n e e d s  a n d  to c a r r y  out the 

p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ;

(2) e s t a b l i s h  a s t a t e  c l i m a t e  p l a n n i n g  a d v i s o r y  g r o u p  c o m p o s e c
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o f  (A) at least three m e m b e r s  of o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  c li mate- 

r e l a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  an d  (B) at least three m e m b e r s  fro m  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

w h i c h  u s e  c l i m a t e - r e l a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  on a r e g u l a r  b asis or from the 

g e n e r a l  publ i c t

(3) s o l i c i t  and c o n s i d e r  the a dv i c e  an d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of 

the s t a t e  c l i m a t e  p l a n n i n g  a d v i s o r y  g roup in p r e p a r i n g  and u p d a t i n g  the 

b i e n n i a l  p l a n  for a c q u i s i t i o n  an d  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of c l i m a t e - r e l a t e d  

i n f o r m a t i o n  ;

(4) o p e r a t e  an d  m a i n t a i n  a central r e p o s i t o r y  and archive for 

r e p o r t s ,  books, maps and o t h e r  r e c o r d s , and p u b l i c a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  to 

w e a t h e r  an d  c l i m a t o l o g i c a l  info r m a t i o n !

(5) p r o v i d e  for p u b l i c  access to w e a t h e r  an d  c l i m a t o l o g i c a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  a d v i s o r y  services; and

(6) e n t e r  i n t o  c o o p e r a t i v e  agreem e n t s ,  on b e h a l f  of the state 

a n d  the u n i v e r s i t y ,  in o r d e r  to a c h i e v e  i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  clim a t e 

p r o g r a m  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  b y  the U n i t e d  Sta t e s  and the state; t hese a g r e e­

m e n t s  s h a l l  be c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the p r o v i s i o n s  of the N a t i o n a l  Clima t e  

P r o g r a m  Act, 15 U.S.C. 2901 - 2908.

(c) T h e  A l a s k a  State C l i m a t e  Cen t e r  ma y

(1) i n v e s t i g a t e ,  d e s c r ib e ,  and in t e r p r e t  the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

o f  the w e a t h e r  and c l i m a t e  of the state, i n c l u d i n g  its h a z a r d s  and 

l i m i t a t i o n s ;

(2) c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  s t a t e  and federal a g e n c i e s  in matt e r s  

c o n c e r n i n g  w e a t h e r  d a t a  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  collec t i o n ,  i n t e g r a t i o n  and 

s t o r a g e ;

(3) m o n i t o r  fede r a l  w e a t h e r - r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  to ass ur e  that

I n t e r e s t s  o f  the s t a te  are b e i n g  served;

(4) c o n d u c t  r e s e a r c h  a c t i v i t i e s  on the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of solar, 

w i n d ,  a n d  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s  w h i c h  as s e s s  the impact of c l i m a t e  f l u c t u a t i o n s
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o n  t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  s

(5) p u b l i s h  bulle t i n s ,  circulars, m aps, or repor t s  of the 

r e s u l t s  o f  all r e s e a r c h  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  the c l i m a t e  

cent e r ,  an d  d i s t r i b u t e  them to s t a t e  agencies, g o v e r n m e n t  o fficials, 

i n d u s t r y ,  and t h e  publicj

(6) p r o v i d e  lectures, talks, d i splays, and e x h ibits o n  the 

c l i m a t e  of the s t a t e  for the g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  of the publics a n d

(7) e n t e r  into c o o p e r a t i v e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i t h  local, state, 

an d  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  agencies, f o un d ations, u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  b u s i n e s s e s,  

a n d  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  e n g a g e d  i n  c l i m a t e - r e l a t e d  r e s e a r c h  a n d  services.
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