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BY T H E  HEALTH, E D U C A T I O N  AN D  
IN T H E  H O U S E  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

CS FO R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 412

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A BIL L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An Ac t  p r o v i d i n g  for m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s  fo r  h o s p i t a l
I

c a r e . "
j
[BE I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 8 . 2 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a ne w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 1 8 . 2 0 . 0 7 2 .  M I N I M U M  S T A N D A R D S  O F  CARE. (a) N o t  later tha n  60 

d a y s  a f t e r  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of this Act, each h o s p i t a l  s h a l l  pr o v i d e  

f o r  the s e r v i c e s  of a h o s p i t a l  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  wh o  s h a l l

(1) p r o v i d e  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c es  to a p a t i e n t  of the 

h o s p i t a l  or p e r s o n  s e e k i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  the h o s p i t a l  for a n  in j u r y  or 

i l l n e s s ;

(2) m o n i t o r  h o s p i t a l  p a t i e n t s  who a r e  u nder i n t e n s i v e  care, 

w h o  a r e  c r i t i c a l l y  or s e r i o u s l y  ill, or who are r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m  s u rgery, 

a t  r e a s o n a b l y  f r e q u e n t  i n t e r v a l s ;  a n d

(3) r e s p o n d  to a call for a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  an a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i­

cian, n u r s e  or o th e r  p r o v i d e r  of h e a l t h  care s e r v i c e s  at the h o s p i t a l  

w h e n ,  in the o p i n i o n  of the p h y s i c i a n ,  nurse or h e a l t h  c a r e  p r ovider, 

th e  p a t i e n t ' s  life is e n d a n g e r e d  or the p a t i e n t ' s  h e a l t h  c h a n g e s  s i g n i f i­

c a n t l y  an d  the s e r v i c e s  of the p h y s i c i a n  are needed.

(b) In a h o s p i t a l  w h i c h  h a s  4 0  or m ore b e d s  w h i c h  a r e p r i n c i p a l l y  

u s e d  for i n p a t i e n t  m e d i c a l  or s u r g i c a l  care or t r e a t m e n t  o f  a c ut e  i l l­

n e s s  or injury, a h o s p i t a l  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  s hall be o n  d u t y  at all 

t i m e s .  I n  a h o s p i t a l  w h i c h  h a s  f e w e r  t han 40 b e d s  w h i c h  a r e  p r i n c i p a l l y  

u s e d  fo r  i n p a t i e n t  m e d i c a l  or s u r g i c a l  care or t r e a t m e n t  of  a c u t e  i l l­

n e s s  o r  i n j u r y ,  a h o s p i t a l  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  shall b e  o n  d uty or o n
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cal l in the near v i c i n i t y  of the h o s p i t a l  at all times. For pu r p o s e s  of 

this se c t i o n ,  a " h o s p i t a l  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n "  is a person l i ce n s e d  to 

p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  u n d e r  AS 08.64, w h o  m a y  be a m e m b e r  of the medi ca l 

s t a f f  of the h o s p i t a l  or may be e m p l o y e d  by the hospital.

(c) A m e m b e r  of the board of d i r e c t o r s  of a h o s p it a l  or a h o s p i t a l  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r  who fails or refu s e s  to provide for the s e r vices of a 

h o s p i t a l  a t t e n d i ng  p h y s i c i a n  in the m a n n e r  r e q u i r e d  by this s e c t i o n is 

g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r  and, up o n  convic t i o n,  is p u n i s h a b l e  by a f ine of 

n o t  m o r e  than $1,000. Each day that the v i o l a t i o n  con t i n u e s  c o n s t i t u t e s  

a s e p a r a t e  offense.

(d) Wi t h i n  15 days of r e c e i v i n g  a co m p l a i n t  r e g a r d i n g  failure or 

r e f u s a l  of a h o s p i t a l  a t t ending p h y s i c i a n  to p e r f o r m  as r e q u i r e d  b y  (a) 

of this section, the board of d i r e c t o r s  of the h o s pital or h o sp i t a l  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r  s hall file with the S t a t e  Medical Board a c o p y  of the 

c o m p l a i n t  and a d e t a i l e d  report of the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h i c h  are the b a s i s  

of the alle ge d  f a i l u r e  or refusal.

* Sec. 2. AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 38 0 ( 3 )  is a m e n d e d  by a dd i n g  a n e w  s u b p a r a g r a p h  to 

r e a d :

(I) the wilful f a il u r e  or refusal of a p h y s i c i a n  to 

p e r f o r m  the duties of a h o s p i t a l  a t t e n d i n g  ph y s i c i a n  for the p u r­

po s e s  d e s c r i b e d  in AS 1 8 . 2 0 . 0 7 2  w h e n  r e q u i r e d  to do so by a h o s p i­

tal .
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