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Introduced: 3/20/79
Referred: Health,Education & 
Social Services

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY M c K I N N O N

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 412  

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R ST  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

For a n  Act entitled: "An A c t  p r o v i d i n g  for m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s  for h o s p i t a l

c a r e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  ALAS K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 8 .2 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  ad di n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 18.20.072. M I N I M U M  S T A N D A R D S  O F  CARE. (a) Not later t h a n  60 

days after the e f f e c t i v e  date of this Act, eac h  h o s p i t a l  s h a l l  p r o v i d e 

for the s e r vices of a h o s p i t a l  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  wh o s h a ll

(1) p r o v i d e  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  to a p a t i e n t  of the 

h o s p i t a l  or p e r s o n  s e e k i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  the h o s p i t a l  f o r  a n  in j ur y  or 

illness; and

(2) m o n i t o r  h o s p i t a l  p a ti e n t s

(A) w h o  are u n d e r  i n t e n s i v e  c are at i n t e r v a l s  not to 

exceed t w o  h o u r s ; and

(B) w h o  are c r i t i c a l l y  or s e r i o u s l y  ill, or w h o  are r e­

cove r i n g  f r o m  s u r g e r y ,  at i n t e r v a l s  not to e x c e e d  fo u r  hours.

(b) In a h o s p i t a l  w h i c h  h a s  40 or m o r e  b e d s ,  a h o s p i t a l  a t t e n d i n g  

p h y s i c i a n  s h a l l  be o n  d u t y  at a l l  times. In a h o s p i t a l  w h i c h  has f e w e r 

t h a n  40 beds, a h o s p i t a l  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  s h a l l  be o n  d u t y  or o n  call  

in the near v i c i n i t y  o f  the h o s p i t a l  at all t i m e s .  For p u r p o s e s  of t h i s  

section, a " h o s p i t a l  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n "  is a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  to p r a c­

tice m e d i c i n e  u n d e r  A S  08.64, w h o  m a y  b e  a m e m b e r  of the m e d i c a l  s t a f f  

of  the h o s p i t a l  or m a y  be e m p l o y e d  by the  h o s p i t a l .

(c) A member of the board of directors of a hospital or a hospital 

administrator who fails or refuses to provide for the services of a
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h o s p i t a l  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  r e q u i r e d  b y  t his s e c t i o n  

g u i l t y  of a f e l o n y  and,  u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n ,  is p u n i s h a b l e  b y  a f ine of 

m o r e  t h a n  $ 1 , 0 0 0  a n d  b y  i m p r i s o n m e n t  for n o t  m o r e  t h a n  f ive years, 

d a y  t h a t  the v i o l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  c o n s t i t u t e s  a s e p a r a t e  o f f e n s e .

* Sec. 2. A S  0 8 . 6 4 . 3 8 0 ( 3 )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b p a r a g r a p h  to 

r e a d :

(I) t h e  w i l f u l  f a i l u r e  or r e f u s a l  o f  a p h y s i c i a n  to 

s e r v e  as a h o s p i t a l  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  w h e n  r e q u i r e d  to do so 

h o s p i t a l  for t h e  p u r p o s e s  d e s c r i b e d  in A S  1 8 . 2 0 . 0 7 2 .

is

n o t

E a c h

b y  a
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