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Introduced: 3/14/79
R e f e r r e d :  C o m m u n i t y  &  R e g i o n a l  
A f f a i r s  and J u d i c i a r y

IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  BRANSON .MALONE A N D  P A R K E R

H O U S E  BILL NO. 384 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA 

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

For a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the c o m p o s i t i o n  a n d  a p p o r t i o n m e n t

of b o r o u g h  assemb l ie s :  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 29.23 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  sections to read:

Sec. 29.2 3 . 0 2 1 . A S S E M B L Y  C O M P O S I T I O N  A N D  A PP ORTIONMENT. (a) 

A s s e m b l y  c o m p o s i t i o n  and a p p o r t i o n m e n t  s hall be c o n s i s t e n t with the 

e qual r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  of the C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the U n i t e d  States.

(b) The a s s e m b l y  of a n e w l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  boro u gh  is, after i n c o r­

p o r a t i o n  and u n t i l  the a d o p t i o n  of an o r d i n a n c e  p r o v i d i n g  for a change 

in c o m p o s i t i o n  or a p p o r t i o n m e n t ,  c o mp o s e d  of the number of m e m b e r s  and 

a p p o r t i o n e d  as set out in t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  p e t i t i o n  a p p r o v e d  b y  the 

voters. If a b o r o u g h  is a l r e a d y  i n c o r p o r a te d ,  the a s s e m b l y  shall be 

c o m p o s e d  and a p p o r t i o n e d  in a m a n n e r  that is c o n si s t e n t  w i t h  AS 29.23.- 

023 a n d  p r e s c r i b e d  by c h a r t e r or ordinance.

(c) An a s s e m b l y  m a y  no t  prov i de  for w e i g h t e d  voting.

Sec. 29 .23.023. C O M P O S I T I O N  AND R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  FOR 

G E N E R A L  L A W  B O R OUGHS, (a) T h e  a s s e m b l y  of a general law b o r o u g h  m a y 

no t  b e  c o m p o s e d  of m o r e  t h a n  11 members.

(b) T h e  a s s e m b l y  of a g e n e r a l  law b o r o u g h  shall provide, b y  o r d i­

nance, that m e m b e r s  of the b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  are

(1) e l e c t e d  at l arge by all q u a l i f i e d  voters of the boroughi

(2) e l e c t e d  at l a r g e by all q u a l i f i e d  voters of the b o r o u g h

b u t  r e q u i r e d  to live w i t h i n  a n  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  or z o n e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y
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the b o r o u g h  for the e l e c t i o n  o f  b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  m e m b e r s ;  or

(3) e l e c t e d  by a n d  f r o m  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  or zones e s t a b­

li s h e d  by  the b o r o u g h  for th e  e l e c t i o n  of b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  m e m b e r s .

(c) A m e m b e r  of the a s s e m b l y  of a g e n e r a l  law b o r o u g h  ma y  n o t  be 

e l e c t e d  or a p p o i n t e d  b y  and f r o m  the c o u n c i l  of a c i t y  i n  the b o r o u g h .

Sec. 2 9 . 23 . 0 2 5 .  A S S E M B L Y  R E C O M P O S I T I O N  AND R E A P P O R T I O N M E N T .  (a) 

N o t  l a t e r  than J u l y  31, 1981, and, t he r e a f t e r ,  w i t h i n  f o u r  mon th s  a f t e r  

the o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  of a f e d e r a l  d e c e n n i a l  census, the a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  

d e t e r m i n e  and d e c l a r e  b y  r e s o l u t i o n  if the e x i s t i n g  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  o f  the 

a s s e m b l y  m e e t s  the a p p l i c a b l e  s t a n d a r d s  of AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 1  - 2 9 . 2 3 .0 2 3 .

(b) If the e x i s t i n g  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  of the a s s e m b l y  d o e s  not m e e t  

the a p p l i c a b l e  s t a n d a r d s  of AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 1  - 29.23.023, th e a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  

p r o v i d e  b y  o r d i n a n c e  for its r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t .  At the s a m e  time, t h e  

a s s e m b l y  m a y  c h a n g e  the c o m p o s i t i o n  of the a ssembly.

(c) In a d d i t i o n  to p r o v i d i n g  for a p p o r t i o n m e n t  at t h e  times r e ­

qu i r e d  u n d e r  (b) of this s e c t i o n ,  the b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  b y  

o r d i n a n c e  for its r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  an d m a y  p r o v i d e  for a c h a n g e  in its 

c o m p o s i t i o n  w h e n e v e r  it d e t e r m i n e s ,  on the b a s is  of f e d e r a l  census 

r e p o r t s  or o t h e r  r e l i a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  data, that the e x i s t i n g  a p p o r t i o n­

me n t  doe s  not m e e t  the s t a n d a r d s  for a p p o r t i o n m e n t  in AS 2 9 .23.021. If 

a p e t i t i o n  si g n e d  b y  n o t  less t h a n  50 b o r o u g h  vot e r s  r e q u e s t s  the 

a s s e m b l y  to d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  m e e t s  the 

s t a n d a r d s  for a p p o r t i o n m e n t  in A S  2 9.23.021, and the p e t i t i o n  c o n t a i n s  

e v i d e n c e  tha t  the e x i s t i n g  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  do e s  not m e e t  t h o s e  s t a n d a r d s ,  

t h e  a s s e m b l y  shall m a k e  the d e t e r m i n a t i o n  reque s t e d .

(d) A n  o r d i n a n c e  a d o p t e d  b y  the a s s e m b l y  u n d e r  (b) o r  (c) o f  t h i s  

s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be s u b m i t t e d  to t h e  v o t e r s  for app ro v a l .  T h e  vote o n  a n  

o r d i n a n c e  s u b m i t t e d  to the v o t e r s  shall b e  t a b u l a t e d  i n  t w o  s e p a r a t e

v c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s .  O n e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s hall c o n s i s t  of a ll  v otes c as t  in
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t h e  f i r s t  c l a s s  a n d  t h e  h o m e  r u l e  c i t i e s  in t h e  b o r o u g h .  T h e  o t h e r  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s h a l l c o n s i s t  of  all v o t e s  c a s t  in the r e m a i n i n g  a r e a s  of 

t h e  b o r o u g h .  In o r d e r  f o r  t h e  o r d i n a n c e  to b e  a p p r o v e d  it m u s t  r e c e i v e  

m a j o r i t y  a p p r o v a l  in e a c h  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .

(e) W i t h i n  f o u r  m o n t h s  o f  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  b y  the a s s e m b l y  t h a t  t h e  

c u r r e n t  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  d o e s  n o t  m e e t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  of AS 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 1  - 

2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 5 ;  t h e  a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  a d o p t  a n  o r d i n a n c e  p r o v i d i n g  fo r  r e a p p o r­

ti o n m e n t ,  a n d  s u b m i t  t h e  o r d i n a n c e  to t h e  v o t e r s .  If, at t h e  e n d  of t h e  

f o u r  m o n t h  t i m e  p e r i o d ,  a n  o r d i n a n c e  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  h a s  

n o t  b e e n  a p p r o v e d ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  

s h a l l  p r o v i d e  for t h e  r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  

of A S  2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 1  - 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 3 .

(f) A r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  o r d i n a n c e ,  or a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of th e b o r o u g h  

a s s e m b l y  t h a t  a p p l i c a b l e  s t a n d a r d s  do n o t  r e q u i r e  a d o p t i o n  of a c h a n g e  

in a p p o r t i o n m e n t ,  is s u b j e c t  to j u d i c i a l  r e v i e w .

(g) A  c h a n g e  i n  a s s e m b l y  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  o r  c o m p o s i t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  

s e c t i o n  is e f f e c t i v e  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r  e l e c t i o n  for 

m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l y  w h i c h  f o l l o w s  a p p r o v a l  of a r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  

o r d i n a n c e .

* Sec. 2. A S  2 9 . 1 3 . 1 0 0 ( 3 )  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

(3) A S  2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 1 ;  2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 5  - 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 5 0  ( c o m p o s i t i o n  a n d  

a p p o r t i o n m e n t  of b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y }  b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  r e c o m p o s i t i o n  a n d  

r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t }  a s s e m b l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n )

* Sec. 3. A S  2 9 . 1 8 . 0 5 0 ( 4 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(4) c o m p o s i t i o n  a n d  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  o f  the a s s e m b l y  or c o u n c i l  

b u t  th e  n u m b e r  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  a b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y  m a y  n o t  e x c e e d  1 1 }

* Sec. 4. A S  2 9 . 2 3 . 0 4 0  is a m e n d e d  to r ead:

S ec. 2 9 . 2 3 . 0 4 0 .  R E G U L A R  T E R M  O F  O F F I C E .  A s s e m b l y m e n  a r e  s e l e c t e d  

f o r  t h r e e - y e a r  t e r m s  a n d  u n t i l  t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r s  a r e  s e l e c t e d  a n d  h a v e
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q u a l i f i e d ,  u n l e s s  d i f f e r e n t  t erms n o t  e x c e e d i n g  f o u r  y ears a r e  p r e­

s c r i b e d  b y  b o r o u g h  c h a r t e r  or o r d i n a n c e .  [HO W E V E R , I F  UNDER A  B O R O U G H  

A P P O R T I O N M E N T  C I T Y  C O U N C I L M E N  A R E  A P P O I N T E D  A S  A S S E M B L Y M E N  O R  E L E C T E D  T O  

D U A L  A S S E M B L Y - C O U N C I L  S E A T S ,  T H E Y  M A Y  N O T  BE R E P L A C E D  U N T I L  T H E I R

A S S E M B L Y  T E R M  E X P I R E S  AS P R O V I D E D  BY C I T Y  C H A R T E R  O R  O R D I N A N C E ,  O R  T H E Y

C E A S E  TO BE A  M E M B E R  O F  E I T H E R  T H E  A S S E M B L Y  O R  C O U N C I L . ]  T h e  c ur r e n t 

t e r m  of i n c u m b e n t  a s s e m b l y m e n  m a y  n o t  be a l t e r e d  u n d e r  this section.

T h i s  s e c t i o n  a p p l i e s  to h o m e  r u l e  a n d  g e n e r a l  l a w b o r o u g h s .

* S e c .  5. A S  2 9 . 2 3 . 0 2 0  is r e p e a l e d.

* S ec .  6. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s e f f e c t  J a n u a r y  1, 1981.
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