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I n t r o d u c e d :  3/7/79
R e f e r r e d :  H e a l t h . E d u c a t i o n  & 
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  and F i n a n c e

B Y  M I L L E R , A N D E R S O N , C O T T E N  
D U N C A N ,E L I A S O N ,F R E E M A N ,M I L E S  

IN TH E  H O U S E  M U N S O N  A N D  G A R D I N E R

H O U S E BILL NO. 361 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N  

A BILL

For a n  Act entitled: " A n  Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  a S t a t e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  S e r v i c e s  to

th e  E l derly."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. The l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that:

(1) the s t a t e  provides m ore than 25 d i f f e r e n t  s e rv i c e s  an d b e n e­

fits to senior citizens, a d m i n i s t e r e d  by 11 d i f f e r e n t  s t a te  agencies;

(2) the s t a t e  spends n e a r l y  $50 m i l l i o n  on s e r v i c e s  and b e n e f i t s

for m o r e  than 15 , 0 0 0  c i t i z e n s  over 60 years of age;

(3) m a n y  of these senior citizens w e r e  pi o n e e r s  who d e v o t e d  their 

best years to the m a k i n g  of Alaska, are now f a c i n g  the d i s a b i l i t i e s  a n d  

financial l i m i t a t i o n s  of their retir e m e n t years, a n d  d e s e r v e  the b e s t  that 

the s t a t e  c an  p r o v i d e  them; and

(4) our e l d e r l y  p o p u l a t i o n  could p e r h a p s  be m o r e  c o nv e n i e n t l y,

economically, a n d  e f f e c t i v e l y  se r v e d  by c o n s o l i d a t i n g  a n d  c o o r d i n a t i n g  the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  these various s tate services a n d  e x p enditures.

* Sec. 2. T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  a State c o m m i t t e e  o n  S e r v i c e s  to the 

E l d e r l y  c o m p o s e d  of the f o l l o w i n g  members to c o n s i d e r  the p r o b l e m s  a nd  make 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  improved delivery of b e n e f i t s  a n d  s e rv i c e s  to 

e l d e r l y  Alaskans:

(1) the c h a i r m a n  of the standing H o u s e  Health, E d u c a t i o n  a n d

So c i a l  S er v i c e s  C o m mi t t e e ,  an d one other m e m b e r  o f  the house, a p p o i n t e d  b y

the speaker;

(2) the c h a i r m a n  of the standing S e n a t e  Healt h ,  E d u c a t i o n  and

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  one other m e m b e r  o f  the Senate, a p p o i n t e d  by
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t h e  p r e s i d e n t ;

(3) two r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the 

gov e r n o r;  a n d

(4) five m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r  r e p r e s e n t i n g  e l d e r l y  

cit iz e n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  g e o g r a p h i c  and c u l t u r a l  di v e r s i t y .

* Sec. 3. The S t a t e  C o m m i t t e e  on S e r v i c e s  to the E l d e r l y  s hall

(1) e x p l o r e  p o s s i b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  means to i m p r o v e  the e f f i c i e n c y ,  

economy, a n d  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  in the d e l i v e r y  of s tate s e r v i c e s  a n d  b e n e f i t s  to 

e l d e r l y  c i t i z e n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s u c h  a l t e r n a t i v e s  as a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o n s o l i d a­

tion, loc a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  control, s u b s t i t u t i n g  c a s h  b e n e f i t s  for di r e ct  

s e rvices, a n d  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n ;

(2) c o n s u l t  w i t h  al l  s tate a g e n c i e s  c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  

o r  b e n e f i t s  to e l d e r l y  c i t i z e n s ,  and s o l i c i t  pu b l i c  i n p u t  t h r o u g h o u t  the 

c o m m i t t e e ' s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ;  a n d

(3) r e p o r t  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  and make r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

d r a f t  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  p r o p o s e d  f u n d i n g  levels, if a p p r o p r i a t e ,  no later than  

J a n u a r y  15, 1980.

* Sec. 4. This A c t  t e r m i n a t e s  at th e  end of the s e c o n d  s e s s i o n  of the 

E l e v e n t h  L e g i s l a t u r e .

* Sec. 5. This A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -  

070(c).
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