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Introduced: 2/27/79
Referred: Res ou rce s and
Fi n an ce

BY THE RULES C O M MI TT EE  BY 
I N  THE H O U S E  R E Q U E S T  OF T H E  GOV ER NO R

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 304 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FI RS T S E SS IO N  

A  B IL L

F o r  an Act e n t it le d:  "A n Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  F ish and Game R e s o u r c e  Regions,

L o c a l  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  Co mm ittees, a n d  R e g i o n a l  Fish and

G a m e  Councils; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  date."

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T HE  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. INTENT. The l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that the p r o p e r  regulation, 

protection, a n d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  f i s h  an d w i l d l i f e  a n d  the c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  

the  uni qu e l i f e s t y l e  o f  m a n y  r ur al  a n d  o t h e r  A l a s k a  r es idents r e q u i r e  that 

a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  be e s t a b l i s h e d  for the p u r po se  of e na b l i n g 

p e o p l e  w i t h  p e r s o n a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  local c o n d i t i o n s  and r e q u i r e m e n t s  to h a v e  

a more  m e a n i n g f u l  r o l e  in the m a n a g e m e n t  o f  f is h  and w i l d l i f e  i n  Alaska.

* Sec. 2. A S  1 6. 05 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  sections to read:

Sec. 1 6 . 0 5 . 2 2 2 .  F I S H  A N D  G A M E  R E S O U R C E  REGIONS. F o r  the p u r­

poses o f  the c on s e r v a t i o n ,  m an a g e m e n t ,  a nd d ev e l o p m e n t  o f  the fish a n d  

w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  of  the state, t he re  are c r e a t e d  si x f i s h  and game 

r e s o u r c e  r e g i o n s ,  the e xa ct b o u n d a r i e s  of w h i c h  m u s t  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  

the B o a r d  o f  F i s h e r i e s  an d the B o a r d  of  Game, ac t i n g  joi nt ly . The

r e gio ns  m u s t  e n c o m p a s s  the f o l l o w i n g  g e n e r a l  areas:

(1) S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a . T h e  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  m a i n l a n d  and  

islands n o r t h w a r d  a n d  w e s t w a r d  f r o m  D i x o n  E n t r a n c e  to C ap e  Suckling, 

a n d  the a d j a c e n t  c o ast al  w a t e r  s e a w a r d  to the limit of  the state's 

j u r i s d i c t i o n .

(2) S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a . The a r e a  dr a i n e d  by  w a t e r  f l o wi ng  

into the G u l f  o f  Alaska, P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound, and C o o k  Inlet fr o m  

Ca p e  S u c k l i n g  w e s t w a r d  to C a p e  D o u g l a s  at the base of  the A l a s k a
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Peninsu la , i n c l u d i n g  all c o a s t a l  i s l a n d s  n o r t h  o f  S h u y a k  I s l a n d  a n d  

the a d j a c e n t  c o a s t a l  w a t e r  to th e l i m i t  o f  the s t a t e ' s  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  

a n d  the ar e a  l y i n g  s o u t h  of the r i m  o f  the A l a s k a  R a n g e  a n d  W r a n g e l l  

M o u n t a i n s .

(3) S o u t h w e s t  A l a s k a . T h e  p a r t  o f  the A l a s k a  P e n i n s u l a  a n d  

a d j a c e n t  m a i n l a n d  w h i c h  d r a i n s  in t o  the P a c i f i c  O c e a n  a n d  w e s t  s i d e  o f  

S h e l i k o f  S t r a i t  f ro m  C a p e  D o u g l a s  to F a l s e  Pass  a n d  i n t o  B r i s t o l  B a y  

f r o m  the K i n g  S a l m o n  R i v e r  d r a i n a g e  to F a l s e  Pass; S h u y a k ,  A f o g n a k ,  

Kodi ak,  Tr ini ty , Chirikof, a n d  S h u m a g i n  Is lands, a n d  a l l  o t h e r  a d j a­

ce n t  o f f s h o r e  islands; the A l e u t i a n  I s l a n d s  a n d  the P r i b i l o f  I s l a n d s ;  

a n d  the a d j a c e n t  co a s t a l  w a t e r  s e a w a r d  to the li mi t o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  

j u r i s d i c t i o n ,

(4) W e s t e r n  A l a s k a . T h e  a r e a  n o r t h w a r d  a n d  n o r t h w e s t w a r d  

f r o m  the K i n g  S a l m o n  R i v e r  d r a i n a g e ,  i n c l u d i n g  al l l a n d  d r a i n e d  b y  

w a t e r  flow in g i nto Bris tol  Bay, the l a n d  w i t h i n  th e b o u n d a r i e s  o f  th e  

C a l i s t a  R e g i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  N u n i v a k  a n d  St. M a t t h e w  Isl a n d s ,  al l 

o t h e r  islands a l o n g  the coast, a n d  the  a d j a c e n t  c o a s t a l  w a t e r  s e a w a r d  

to the limit o f  the s t a t e ' s  j u r i s d i c t i o n .

(5) A r c t i c  A l a s k a . T h e  l a n d  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  the b o u n d a r i e s  

o f  th e Be r i n g  S t r a i t s  and the N o r t h w e s t  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n  

R e g i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n s ,  the N o r t h  S l o p e  B or o u g h ,  the  i s l a n d s  of  L i t t l e  

D i o m e d e  a nd  St. L awrence, o t h e r  c o a s t a l  i s l a n d s ,  a n d  t he a d j a c e n t  

c o a s t a l  w a t e r  s e a w a r d  to the l i m i t  o f  the s t a t e ' s  j u r i s d i c t i o n .

(6) I n t e r i o r  A l a s k a . T h e  l a n d  e n c o m p a s s i n g  the  d r a i n a g e s  

o f  the Y u k o n  a n d  K u s k o k w i m  R i v e r s  n o r t h w a r d  f r o m  t he  b o u n d a r y  o f  the  

S o u t h c e n t r a l  Region, e a s t w a r d  f r o m  t h e  b o u n d a r y  of  t h e  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n ,  

e a s t w a r d  a n d  s o u t h w a r d  f r o m  th e b o u n d a r y  o f  the A r c t i c  R e g i o n ,  a n d  

e x t e n d i n g  to t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s - C a n a d a  b o r d e r .

Sec. 16.05.223. LOCAL FISH AND GAME COMMITTEES. (a) The Board
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o f  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  the B o a r d  o f  Game, a c t i n g  j o i n t l y ,  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e s  A c t  (AS 44.62), shall d i v i d e  e a c h  fish 

a n d  g a m e  r e s o u r c e  r e g i o n  into at  l e as t f iv e  s u b r e g i o n s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  

o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a l o c a l  f ish a n d  g am e  c o m m i t t e e  w i t h i n  e a c h  subreg ion .  

E a c h  s u b r e g i o n  m u s t  c o n s i s t  o f  c o n t i g u o u s  t e r r i t o r y  c o m p r i s e d  i n sof ar  

as p o s s i b l e  o f  s i m i l a r  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t s  and  s i m i l a r  s o c i o­

ec o n o m i c  s ys t e m s .  In d i v i d i n g  a r e g i o n  int o  s ub r e g i o n s ,  t h e  boards

|
s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  an d c o m m u n i c a t i o n  n e t w o r k  b e t w e e n  < 

c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h i n  the region.

(b) T h e  b o a r d s  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a l o c a l  fish a n d  g a m e  c o m m i t t e e  

w i t h i n  ea c h  s u b r e g i o n  a n d  set the n u m b e r  a n d  terms o f  th e m e m b e r s  of  

t h o s e  c o m m i t t e e s .

(c) T h e  b o a r d s  s h a l l  s o l i c i t  n o m i n a t i o n s  for m e m b e r s h i p  on c o m­

m i t t e e s  f r o m  m u n i c i p a l  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  and  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  an d p e r so ns  

r e s i d i n g  in the  s u b r e g i o n .  T h e  bo a r d s  s h a l l  a p p oi nt  p e r s o n s  to ea c h  

c o m m i t t e e  w h o  a r e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  the s u b r e g i o n  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  the c o m­

m i t t e e  to w h i c h  th e y  a re  a p p o i n t e d  an d w h o  t h e y  d e t e r m i n e  to have 

p e r s o n a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  the f i s h  a nd  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  the local 

u s e s  of  t h o s e  r e s o u r c e s  w i t h i n  the s u b r e g i o n .  Each l o c a l  c o m m i t t e e  

m u s t  be c o m p r i s e d  o f  a m e m b e r s h i p  whic h,  to the e xt e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  is 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  the ful l r a n g e  o f  u s e r  g r o u p s  in t h a t  s u b r e g i o n .

E a c h  c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  e l e c t  a c h a i r m a n  a n d  v i c e - c h a i r m a n .

(d) E a c h  c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  h o l d  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  o n  f i s h  and w i l d ­

li f e  m a t t e r s ,  r e v i e w  r e g u l a t o r y  p r o p o s a l s ,  m a y  m ak e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to 

its r e g i o n a l  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  c o u n c i l , the B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s , and the 

B o a r d  o f  G ame, a n d  m a y  p a r t i c i p a t e  in the  r e v i e w  an d d e v e l o p m e n t  of  

m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n s  for t he  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  u s e  of fi s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  

r e s o u r c e s  w i t h i n  its r e gi on.  If a r e g i o n a l  council, t h e  B o a r d  o f  

F i s h e r i e s ,  o r  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e  c h o o s e s  n o t  to f o l l o w  a  c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m -
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raendation, t ha t  c o u n c i l  o r  b o a r d  s h al l i n f o r m  the c o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  m a d e  

the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  of  its r e a s o n s  for not f o l l o w i n g  the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .

Sec. 16 .0 5 . 2 2 4 .  R E G I O N A L  F I S H  A N D  G A M E  CO UN CIL S.  (a) The B o a r d  

of  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  the B o a r d  of Game, a c t i n g  joint ly , s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a 

r e g i o n a l  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  c o u n c i l  w i t h i n  e a c h  fish an d ga m e  r e s o u r c e  

r e gi on , c o m p o s e d  o f  the c h a i r p e r s o n s  o f  t he local f i s h  a n d  game c o m­

m i t t e e s  w i t h i n  its r e g io n.

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of F is h  a n d  Game, w i t h i n  

the l i m i t s  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  shall a s s i g n  a d e q u a t e  s t a f f  

a n d  d i s t r i b u t e  a ll  r e l e v a n t  s u p p o r t  d at a  to the l ocal fish a nd game 

c o m m i t t e e s  a n d  the r e g i o n a l  f is h  and g a m e  c o u n c i l s .

(c) E a c h  r e g i o n a l  fi s h  a n d  game c o u n c i l  m a y

(1) h o l d  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  on f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  ma tters;

(2) r e vi ew , m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  and a s s i s t  the d e p a r t m e n t ,  

in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  its local fi s h  and g a m e  c o m m i t t e e s  an d a p p r o p r i a t e  

f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s ,  in d e v e l o p i n g  plans fo r the c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  r e g u l a t i o n ,  

m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  u s e  o f  the f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  w i t h i n  its 

r e g i o n ;  if c o n c e r n s  f o r  the f i s h  a nd  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  i n vo lv e two o r  

m o r e  r e g i o n a l  c o u n c i l s ,  t ho se  c o u n c i l s  s h a l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  j o i n t l y  in 

the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h o s e  plans;

(3) p r e p a r e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  po l i c i e s ,  standards, 

g u i d e l i n e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  for  s u b m i s s i o n  to the 3 o a r d  of  F i s h e r i e s  

a n d  th e B o a r d  o f  G a m e  c o n c e r n i n g  the c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  re g u l a t i o n ,  m a n a g e­

ment, a n d  u s e  o f  the f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  w i t h i n  its region; 

a n d

(4) p e r f o r m  o t h e r  d u t i e s  w h i c h  m a y  be s p e c i f i e d  b y  the 

b o a r d s  b y  r e g u l a t i o n .

d) T h e  r e g i o n a l  f i s h  a n d  ga m e  c o u n c i l s  m a y  p r e s e n t  r e c o m m e n d a­

ti o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  the c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  r e g u l a t i o n ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  and  us e o f
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fi s h  and w i l d l i f e  reso ur ce s w i t h i n  their respective regions, and the 

e vi de nc e u p o n  w h i c h  the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  are based, to the Board of 

F i s he ri es  or B oard o f  Gam e du rin g the co u r s e  of their a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

proceedings. The boards, i n d i v i d u a l l y  or jointly, m a y  ch oo s e  not to 

f ol l o w  any such r e c o m m m e n d a t i o n  w h i c h  it is d et er mi ned  d ur i n g  the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r o c e e d i n g s  is not s u p p o r t e d  by su b s t a n t i a l  evidence, 

vi olates r e c o g n i z e d  princi pl es  o f  fish and w il dl if e co nservation, or 

w o u l d  be inc on s i s t e n t  w i t h  the c o n s t i t u t i o n  or the laws of  the State 

of Al as ka  or the U ni t e d  States.

(e) If two or mo r e  regional co uncils are u n a b l e  to a gree on 

r e c o m m e nd at io ns  i n v olv in g fish and w i l d l i f e  resources o f  m u t u a l  c o n­

cern, the Board of Fish er ie s or the Board of Game, or b o t h  of th e m  

a ct i n g  jointly, as appropriate, shall resolve the d i s p u t e  in an e q u i t­

able manner, co nsi s t e n t  w i t h  the p r e f e r e n c e  for sub si ste nc e,  and  shall 

adopt r e g u la tio ns  co nc e r n i n g  the conservation, m a n a g eme nt , and u s e  of 

those r e s o u r c e s .

* Sec. 4. IMP LEMENTATION, (a) In v i e w  of present state fiscal c o n­

straints, the Bo ar d . o f  Fisheries, Board of Game, and the d ep ar t m e n t  shall 

im plement AS 16.05.223 and 16.05.224, e n a c t e d  in sec. 2 of this Act, w i t h i n

the fish and game r e s o u r c e  regions e s t a b l i s h e d  by AS 16.05 222, also e n­

act e d  in sec. 2 of  this Act, in acc or d a n c e  w i t h  the f o l l o w i n g  schedule, 

m e a s u r e d  from the ef f e c t i v e  date of this Act:

(1) no less than one r e g i o n  w i t h i n  one year;

(2) no less than three a dditional regio ns w i t h i n  two years;

and

(3) all regio ns  w i t h i n  three years.

(b) D ur i n g  the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  stated in (a) of this 

section, all e xi s t i n g  local a dvi so ry  c o mmi tt ee s in o t h e r  r e g io ns  shall 

co nt i n u e  to f u n c t i o n  u n d e r  the pr e s e n t  regulations.
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* Sec. 5. C O N S T R U C T I O N .  If a n y  p r o v i s i o n  o f  this A c t  is i n c o m p a t i b l e  

w i t h  A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 2 6 0 ,  the p r o v i s i o n  of  this A c t  governs.

* Sec. 6. A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 2 6 0  is re pe al ed .

* Sec. 7. Sec. 6 o f  t h i s  A c t  ta kes  e f f e c t  three y e a r s  a f t e r  the e f f e c­

tive d a c e  o f  the r e m a i n i n g  s e c t i o n s  of  th i s  Act. T h e  r e m a i n i n g  s e c t i o n s  o f  

this A c t  ta k e  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .


