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O r i g i n a l  sponsor: P a r k e r  Offered: 1/29/80
Referred: Rules

I N  T H E  H O U S E  BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

CS FDR H O U S E  BILL NO. 252 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

F o r  a n  Ac t  ent i tl e d :  "An  Act r e l a t i n g  to the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and s e l e c t i o n  of

j u r o r s ."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 0 9 . 2 0 . 0 1 0 ( 3 )  is a m e nd e d  to read:

(3) at least JJ5 [19] years of age;

* Sec. 2. AS 0 9 . 2 0 . 0 2 5  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 9 . 2 0 . 0 2 5 .  L I M I T A T I O N  ON J U R Y  SERVICE. No p e r s o n  may be 

r e q u i r e d  to se r v e  m o r e  tha n  three mon t h s  in the a g g r e g a te as a j uror 

d u r i n g  a ny  c o n s e c u t i v e  t w o - y e a r  period. However, if a person is s e r v i n g  

as a j u r o r  at the c o n c l u s i o n  of the t hree months period, he shall c o m­

p l e t e  the trial t h e n  in progress. In this section, " s e r v e "  means a c t u a l

a t t e n d a n c e  r e q u i r e d  by the c ourt as a m e m b e r  of a j u r y  panel.

* Sec. 3. AS 0 9 . 2 0 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 9 . 2 0 . 0 3 0.  E X E M P T I O N S  AND D E F E R R A L  OF S E R V I C E . (a) A p e r s o n  

m a y  c l a i m  e x e m p t i o n  and may be e x c u s e d  fro m s e r v i ce  as a juror if it is 

s h o w n  t ha t  j ury s e r v i c e  wil l  cause h i m  to suffer m a t e r i a l  injury or 

d e s t r u c t i o n  to h i s  p r o p e r t y  or to the p r o p e r t y  e n t r u s t e d  to him, or if 

h i s  h e a l t h ,  the h e a l t h  or p r o p e r  care of his family, or the s i ck n e s s  o r  

d e a t h  of a m e m b e r  o f  hi s  f a m i l y , or o t h e r  s u b s t a n t i a l h a r d s h i p  to h i m ­

se l f  or o t h e r s  m a k e s  it n e c e s s a r y  for h i m  to be e x c u s e d  f , OR IF HE IS

(1) A  J U D I C I A L  O F F I C E R :  (2) A N Y  O T H E R  C IV I L  O F F I C E R  O F  TH E  S T A T E  O R

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  W H O S E  D U T I E S  A R E  A T  T H E  T I M E  I N C O N S I S T E N T  W I T H  HIS 

A T T E N D A N C E  O R  S E R V I C E  A S  A  JUROR: (3) A N  ATTORNEY: (4) A M I N I S T E R  O F

T H E  G O S P E L  O R  P R I E S T  O F  A N Y  D E N O M I N A T I O N :  (5) A T E A C H E R  IN A U N I V E R -
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SITY, C O L L E G E ,  A C AD E M Y ,  O R  SCHOOL: (6) A P R A C T I C I N G  P H Y S I C I AN :  (7) A

P R A C T I C I N G  D E N T I S T ] .

(b) A p e r s o n  may r e q u e s t  that h i s  jur y  s e r v i c e  be d e f e r r e d  If It 

Is s h o w n  th a t  j u r y  s e r v i c e  at the time for w h i c h  he Is s u m m o n e d  wil l  

c a u s e  h a r d s h i p  to h i m s e l f  or others. J u r y  s e r v i c e  may not be d e f e r r ed  

for inore t h a n  10 m o n ths f r o m  the date the I n i t i a l  jury s e r v i c e  was to 

b e g in.

* Sec. 4. AS 0 9 . 2 0 . 0 5 0 ( c )  is a m e n de d  to read:

(c) A c o p y  of the a p p r o p r i a t e  p o r t i o n  of the jur y  list shall be

t r a n s m i t t e d  to the p r e s i d i n g  j u d g e  of eac h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t (ONLY TO

E ACH D I S T R I C T  J U D G E  AN D  E A C H  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  J U D G E , ] and s h a l l  onl y  be

u s e d  to s u m m o n  j u r o r s  a n d  for other p u r p o s e s  o f j u d i c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

To the e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  d u p l i c a t e  names and the names of d e c e a s e d  p e r­

sons and p e r s o n s  p e r m a n e n t l y  e x c u s e d  fro m j u r y  s e r v i c e  s h a ll  be 

e l i m i n a t e d  f r o m  the list b e f o r e  it is t r a n s m i t t e d  to the p r e s i d i n g  judge 

[STATE G O V E R N M E N T A L  P U R P O S E S ] .  A q u e s t i o n n a i r e  for p r o s p e c t i v e  ju r or s  

m a y  be a d o p t e d  a n d  s u b m i t t e d  to t h e m  by the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i r e c t o r  of 

c ourts.

* Sec. 5. AS 0 9 . 2 0 . 0 6 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 9 . 2 0 . 0 6 0 .  US E  O F  JU R Y  BOX OR C O M P U T E R  L I S T . T h e  c l e r k of 

the c o u r t  s h a l l  w r i t e  the na m e s  i n c l u d e d  in the list on s e p a r a t e  pie c e s  

of p a p e r  or p r e p a r e  metal, plastic, or other types of p i e c e s  to c o r r e s­

p o n d  to n u m b e r s  o n  the j u r y  list. As d i r e c t e d  b y  the court, he shall 

d e p o s i t  th e  n a m e d  or n u m b e r e d  pieces in the j u r y  box in a n u m b e r  and 

m a n n e r  to a s s u r e  a fair a n d  i m p a r t ia l  d r a w i n g  of the jury panel. A 

r a n d o m l y  g e n e r a t e d  c o m p u t e r  list of p r o s p e c t i v e  ju r o r s m a y  be u s e d  in

place of the jury box. The jury boxx  [AND] the named or numbered 

pieces, and the computer list may be examined by the parties or by an

attorney authorized to practice law in the s t a t e  w i t h i n  l i m i t a t i o n s  and
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u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  the court.

* Sec. 6. A S  0 9 . 2 0 . 0 7 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec . 0 9 . 2 0 . 0 7 0 .  P U B L I C  D R A W I N G  FO R  J U R O R S  FOR P A N E L .  U n d e r  t h e  

d i r e c t i o n  of the c o u r t  th e  c l e r k  s h a l l  c o n d u c t  the p u b l i c  d r a w i n g  o f  

j u r o r s  f o r  the p a n e l  b y  s h a k i n g  the b o x  to m i x  the n a m e d  or n u m b e r e d  

p i e c e s .  T h e  c l e r k  s h a l l  t h e n  d r a w  as m a n y  n a m e s  or n u m b e r s  as a r e  

o r d e r e d  b y  the c o u r t  to fill the j u r y  p a n e l .  A r a n d o m  s e l e c t i o n  of th e 

j u r y  p a n e l  b y  c o m p u t e r  m a y  be u s e d  in p l a c e  of t h e p u b l i c  d r a w i n g  o f  

n a m e s . If the n a m e  o r  n u m b e r  of a p e r s o n  is d r a w n  [ F R O M  T H E  BOX] a n d  

the p e r s o n  is d e c e a s e d ,  u n q u a l i f i e d ,  d i s q u a l i f i e d ,  o r  the p e r s o n ' s  

a t t e n d a n c e  c a n n o t  be o b t a i n e d  w i t h i n  a r e a s o n a b l e  t i m e  or m a y  i n v o l v e  a

large a n d  u n n e c e s s a r y  e x p e n s e ,  a n d  the f a c t  a p p e a r s  to the s a t i s f a c t i o n

of the c o u r t  t h r o u g h  the u s e  of q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  or o t h e r w i s e ,  the c o u r t  

m a y  r e j e c t  the n a m e  of that p e r s o n  a n d  d i r e c t  that t h e  n a m e  or n u m b e r  of

a n o t h e r  be d r a w n  in h i s  place.

* Sec. 7. AS 0 9 . 2 0 . 0 8 0  is r e p e a l e d  an d  r e - e n a c t e d  t o  read:

Sec. 0 9 . 2 0 . 0 8 0 .  J U R Y  PANEL. (a) T h e  jury  p a n e l  for the t r i a l  of 

c i v i l  c a s e s  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of at least d o u b l e  the n u m b e r  of j u r o r s  

a c t u a l l y  n e e d e d  to s e r v e  o n  the trial j u r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  any a l t e r n a t e  

j u r o r s .  If at a n y  t i m e  the n u m b e r  of j u r o r s  on t h e  p a n e l  f a l l s  b e l o w  

this n u m b e r  or the r e g u l a r  p a n e l  is e x h a u s t e d ,  th e c o u r t  s h a l l  o r d e r  th e 

c l e r k  to c o m p l e t e  t h e  p a n e l  or s e c u r e  a d d i t i o n a l  j u r o r s  b y  d r a w i n g  

s u f f i c i e n t  n a m e s  f r o m  the j u r y  b o x  or b y  o b t a i n i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  n a m e s  f r o m  

the r a n d o m l y  g e n e r a t e d  c o m p u t e r  list.

(b) If t h e  l i s t  of  p r o s p e c t i v e  [u r o r s  for a c o u r t  l o c a t i o n  f a i l s  

to p r o d u c e  s u f f i c i e n t  n a m e s  to c o n s t i t u t e  a j u r y  p a n e l  of m i n i m u m  s ize, 

t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  c o u r t s  m a y  a u t h o r i z e  t hat a d d i t i o n a l  

n a m e s  o f  p r o s p e c t i v e  j u r o r s  b e  s e c u r e d  f r o m  s o u r c e s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  

e n u m e r a t e d  i n  A S  0 9 . 2 0 . 0 5 0 ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  the n a m e s  of  th e  a d d i t i o n a l

k t £  i,' ••
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p r o s p e c t i v e  j u r o r s  a r e  r a n d o m l y  s e l e c t e d .
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