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Introd uc e d :  2/20 / 7 9
Re f e r r e d : J u d i c i a r y

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY PA RK E R

H O U S E  BILL NO. 252 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

For a n  Act ent it l e d :  "A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  an d  s e l e c t i o n  of

j u r o r s ."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 0 9 . 2 0 . 0 1 0 ( 3 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(3) at least 1J3 [19] y e a r s  of age;

* Sec. 2. AS 0 9 . 2 0 . 0 2 0  is amen de d  to read:

Sec. 09.20.020. D I S Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  O F  J U R O R S.  A p e r s o n  is d i s q u a l i­

fie d  to act as a j u r o r  if h e  [(1) H A S  S E R V E D  AS A JUROR IN T H E  S T A T E  

W I T H I N  O N E  Y EAR OF HIS T I M E  OF E X A M I N A T I O N  FOR SERVICE: (2)] has b e e n

c o n v i c t e d  of a fe l on y  a n d  his civil r i g h t s  h a v e  not b e e n  restored.

* Sec. 3. AS 0 9 . 2 0 . 0 2 5  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 9.20.025. L I M I T A T I O N  ON J U R Y  SE R VICE. No p e r s o n  ma y  be

r e q u i r e d  to serve mo r e  t h a n  three m o n t h s  as a juror d u r i n g  any c o n s e c u­

tive t w o - y e a r  period. Howev e r , if a p e r s o n  is serv i n g  as a j u r o r  at the 

c o n c l u s i o n  of the t hr e e  m o n t h s  p e r i o d ,  he s h a l l complete the trial t h e n

in p r o g r e s s .  I n  this s e c tion, " s e r v e "  m e a n s  actual a t t e n d a n c e  r e q u i r e d

b y  the c ourt as a m e m b e r  of a j u r y  pa n e l .

* Sec. 4. AS 0 9 . 2 0 . 0 3 0  is amen d e d  to read:

Sec. 09.20.030. E X E M P T I O N S  A N D  D E F E R R A L  O F  S E R V I C E . (a) A p e r s o n

m a y  c l a i m  e x e m p t i o n  a n d  m a y  be e x c u s e d  f r o m  s e r v i c e  as a j u r o r  if it is 

s h o w n  tha t  j u r y  s e r v i c e  w i l l  cause h i m  to s u f f e r  m a t e r i a l  i n j u r y  or 

d e s t r u c t i o n  to h i s  p r o p e r t y  or to t h e  p r o p e r t y  e n t r u s t e d  to him, or if 

h i s  h e a l t h ,  the h e a l t h  o r  proper c a r e  of hi s  family, or the s i c k n e s s  or 

d e a t h  of a m e m b e r  of h i s  f a m i l y, o r  o t h e r  s u b s t a n t i a l  h a r d s h i p  to h i m -
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s e l f  or o t h e r s  m a k e s  it n e c e s s a r y  for h i m  to be e x c u s e d  [, O R  IF HE IS

(1) A J U D I C I A L  O F F I C E R :  (2) AN Y  O T H E R  C I V I L  O F F I C E R  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OR

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  W H O S E  D U T I E S  A R E  A T  T H E  TIME I N C O N S I S T E N T  W I T H  HIS 

A T T E N D A N C E  O R  S E R V I C E  AS A J U R O R :  (3) AN A T T O R N E Y :  (4) A M I N I S T E R  OF

T H E  G O S P E L  O R  P R I E S T  O F  A N Y  D E N O M I N A T I O N :  (5) A T E A C H E R  IN A U N I V E R­

SITY, C O L L E G E ,  A C A D E M Y ,  O R  SCHO O L :  (6) A P R A C T I C I N G  P H Y S IC I A N :  (7) A

P R A C T I C I N G  DENTIST].

(b) A p e r s o n  m a y  r e q u e s t  that his j u r y  s e r v i c e  he d e f e r r e d  if it 

is sh o w n  that j u r y  s e r v i c e  at the t ime for w h i c h  he is s u m m o n e d  w ill  

c a u s e  h a r d s h i p  to h i m s e l f  or others. Jur y  s e r v i c e  m a y  not be d e f erred 

for m o r e  t h a n  six m o n t h s  f r o m  the d ate the i n i ti a l  j u r y  s e r v ice was to 

b e g i n.

* Sec. 5. AS 0 9 . 2 0 . 0 5 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) A copy of the a p p r o p r i a t e  p o r t i o n  of the j u r y  list s hall be

t r a n s m i t t e d  to the p r e s i d i n g  j u dge of each j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  [ONLY TO

E A C H  D I S T R I C T  J U D G E  A N D  E A C H  S U P E R I O R  C O U RT  JUDG E , ]  a n d  shall o n l y  be

us e d  to s u m m o n  j u r o r s  an d  for o t h e r  state g o v e r n m e n t a l  purposes. To 

the e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e,  d u p l i c a t e  names and the names of  d e c e a s e d  persons 

a n d  p e r s o n s  e x c u s e d  from  j u r y  s e r v i c e  shall he e l i m i n a t e d  from the list 

b e f o r e  it is t r a n s m i t t e d  to the p r e s i d i n g  j u dge. A q u e s t i o n n a i r e  for 

p r o s p e c t i v e  ju r o r s  m a y  be a d o p t e d  a n d  s u b m i t t e d  to t h e m  b y  the a d m i n i s­

tr a t i v e  d i r e c t o r  of courts.

* Sec. 6. AS 0 9 . 2 0 . 0 6 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 09 . 2 0 . 0 6 0 .  US E  O F  J U R Y  B O X  OR C O M U P T E R  L I S T . The clerk of 

th e  c o u r t  s h a l l  w r i t e  the n ames i n c l u d e d  i n  the l i s t  o n  s ep a r a t e  pieces 

of p a p e r  or  p r e p a r e  me t a l ,  p l a s t i c ,  or o t h e r  types o f  pie c e s  to c o r r e s­

p o n d  to n u m be r s  o n  the  j u r y  list. As d i r e c t e d  b y  t h e  court, he shall 

d e p o s i t  t h e  named o r  n u m b e r e d  p i e c e s  in t h e  ju r y  b o x  i n  a number and 

m a n n e r  to a s s u r e  a f a i r  an d  i m p a r t i a l  d r a w i n g  of t h e  j u r y  panel. A
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r a n d o m l y  g e n e r a t e d  c o m p u t e r  list o f  p r o s p e c t i v e  j u r o r s  m a y  be u s e d  in 

p l a c e  of the j u r y  b o x . T h e  j u r y  b o x ^  [AND] the n a m e d  o r  n u m b e r e d  

p i e c e s , a n d  the c o m p u t e r  list m a y  be e x a m i n e d  by th e  p a r t i e s  or by  a n  

a t t o r n e y  a u t h o r i z e d  to p r a c t i c e  l a w  in the s t a t e  w i t h i n  l i m i t a t i o n s  a n d  

u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  th e  court.

* Sec. 7. A S  0 9 . 2 0 . 0 7 0  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

Sec. 0 9 . 2 0 . 0 7 0 .  P U B L I C  D R A W I N G  FOR J U R O R S  FO R  PA N E L .  U n d e r  the 

d i r e c t i o n  of the c o u r t  the clerk s h a l l  c o n d u c t  the p u b l i c  d r a w i n g  of 

j u r o r s  fo r  the p a n e l  by s h a k i n g  th e  b o x  to m i x  t h e  n a m e d  or n u m b e r e d

p i e c e s .  T h e  c l e r k  s h al l  t h e n  d r a w  as m a n y  names or n u m b e r s  as a r e

o r d e r e d  b y  the c o u r t  to fill the j u r y  panel. A r a n d o m  s e l e c t i o n  of t h e 

j u r y  p a n e l  b y  c o m p u t e r  m a y  be u s e d  i n  p l a c e  of the p u b l i c  d r a w i n g  of 

n a m e s . If the name or nu m b e r  of a p e r s o n  is d r a w n  [ F R O M  T H E  BOX] a n d  

the p e r s o n  is d e c e a s e d ,  u n q u a l i f i e d ,  d i s q u a l i f i e d ,  or the p e r s o n ' s  

a t t e n d a n c e  c a n n o t  be o b t a i n e d  w i t h i n  a r e a s o n a b l e  t i m e  or ma y  i n v o l v e  a 

large a n d  u n n e c e s s a r y  e x pe n s e ,  a n d  the fac t  a p p e a r s  to the s a t i s f a c t i o n  

of the c o u r t  t h r o u g h  the use of q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  or o t h e r w i s e ,  the c o u r t  

m a y  r e j e c t  the n a m e  of that p e r s o n  a n d  d i r e c t  tha t  t h e  name or n u m b e r  of

a n o t h e r  be d r a w n  i n  h is  place.

* Sec. 8. A S  0 9 . 2 0 . 0 8 0  is r e p e a l e d  an d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 0 9 . 2 0 . 0 8 0 .  J U R Y  PANEL. (a) T h e  j u r y  p a n e l  for the t rial of 

civil c a s e s  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of at least d o u b l e  the n u m b e r  of j u r o r s  

a c t u a l l y  n e e d e d  to s e r v e  o n  the trial j ury, i n c l u d i n g  a n y  a l t e r n a t e  

j u r o r s .  If at a n y  time the n u m b e r  of j u r o r s  o n  the p a n e l  f a l l s  b e l o w  

th i s  n u m b e r  or t h e  r e g u l a r  p a n e l  is e x h a u s t e d ,  th e c o u r t  s h a l l  o r d e r  the 

c l e r k  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  p a n e l  or s e c u r e  a d d i t i o n a l  j u r o r s  by  d r a w i n g  

s u f f i c i e n t  n a m e s  f r o m  t h e  j u r y  b o x  or b y  o b t a i n i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  n a m e s  f r o m  

the r a n d o m l y  g e n e r a t e d  c o m p u t e r  list.

(b) If t h e  lis t  o f  p r o s p e c t i v e  j u r o r s  f o r  a c o u r t  l o c a t i o n  f a i l s
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t o  p r o d u c e  s u f f i c i e n t  n a m e s  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  a j u r y  p a n e l  o f  m i n i m u m  size, 

t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  c o u r t s  m a y  a u t h o r i z e  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  

n a m e s  o f  p r o s p e c t i v e  j u r o r s  b e  s e c u r e d  f r o m  s o u r c e s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  

e n u m e r a t e d  i n  A S  0 9 . 2 0 . 0 5 0 ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  th e  n a m e s  of t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  

p r o s p e c t i v e  j u r o r s  a r e  r a n d o m l y  s e l e c t e d .
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