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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 9 / 7 9
R e f e r r e d :  C o m m u n i t y  & R e g i o n a l  
A f f a i r s  a n d  J u d i c i a r y

IN T HE  H O U S E  BY M 0 S S  BY R E Q U E S T

H O U S E  BILL NO. 245 

IN TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B ILL

For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Ac t  r e l a t i n g  to r e c a l l  of m u n i c i p a l  o f f i c i a l s ;  a n d

p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 2 9.28 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  t o  read:

Sec. 2 9. 2 8 . 1 5 5 .  F O R M  O F  PET I T I O N .  (a) Th e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  

s hall a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r e s c r i b i n g  a s t a n d a r d  form of p e t i t i o n  for 

r e c a l l  of m u n i c i p a l  o f f i c i a l s .  T hi s  f o r m  s h a l l  c o n t a i n

(1) a s t a t e m e n t  e x p l a i n i n g  w h a t  r e c a l l  is, i n c l u d i n g  t h e 

i n f o r m a t i o n  that the g r o u n d s  for r e c a l l  a r e  m i s c o n d u c t  in o f f i c e ,  i n c o m­

pet e n c e ,  or f a i l u r e  to p e r f o r m  p r e s c r i b e d  duti e s ;

(2) a s p a c e  in w h i c h  the p e r s o n  c o m p l e t i n g  th e  f o r m  is 

d i r e c t e d  to set out, in 200 w o r d s  or less, the g r o u n d s  o f  the r e c a l l  an d 

the p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h o s e  g r o u n d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t i m e s  a n d 

d a t e s ;

(3) a s p a c e  in w h i c h  the o f f i c e r  m a y  m ake a s t a t e m e n t  o f  200 

w o r d s  or less;

(4) a w a r n i n g  to s i g n e r s  t h a t  t h e y  ma y  not s i g n  the p e t i t i o n  

m o r e  t h a n  once, tha t  t h e y  m u s t  be q u a l i f i e d  vo t e r s  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  

a n d  that t h e y  m u s t  u s e  t h e i r  true  nam es ;

(5) s p a c e s  for the s i g n a t u r e  a n d  r e s i d e n t  a d d r e s s  o f  e a c h

s i g n e r  an d  for the d a t e  e a c h  s i g n a t u r e  w a s  o b t a i n e d ;  a n d

(6) an a f f i d a v i t  on  e a c h  p a g e ,  to be e x e c u t e d  b y  the p e r s o n  

o b t a i n i n g  t h e  s i g n a t u r e s  o n  that p age, t h a t  t he  s i g n a t u r e s  on t h a t  p a g e  

w e r e  o b t a i n e d  in h i s  p r e s e n c e ,  that to th e  b e s t  o f  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  a n d
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b e l i e f  no s i g n e r  o n  tha t  p a g e  s i g n e d  the p e t i t i o n  m o r e  t h a n  o n c e , t hat 

e a c h  s i g n e r  o n  tha t  p a g e  is a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  that  

ea c h  s i g n e r  o n  tha t  p a g e  u s e d  his t r u e  n a m e ,  t h a t  the c o r r e c t  d a t e  

a p p e a r s  a f t e r  e a c h  s i g n a t u r e  on t h a t  page, a n d  that e a c h  s i g n e r  on t h a t  

p a g e  r e a d  t h e  e n t i r e  p e t i t i o n ,  e x c l u s i v e  of t h e  s i g n a t u r e s  a n d  i n f o r m a­

ti o n  s u p p l i e d  b y  the o t h e r  s i g n e r s ,  or h a d  it r e a d  to h i m  in the p r e­

s e n c e  of t h e  a f f i a n t .

(b) T h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  s hall p r o v i d e  e ach m u n i c i p a l i t y  w i t h  

f o r m s  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n ,  at no c o s t  to the m u n i c i p a l i t y .  T h e  

m u n i c i p a l  c l e r k  s ha l l  p r o v i d e  a f o r m  to a n y  p e r s o n  r e q u e s t i n g  it, at no 

c h a r g e  to t h e  p e r s o n .

(c) N o  p e t i t i o n  f o r  r e c a l l  is v a l i d  u n l e s s  on a f o r m  p r e p a r e d  

u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  and o b t a i n e d  f r o m  the m u n i c i p a l  cl e r k.

Sec. 2 9 . 2 8 . 1 5 6 .  P R O C E D U R E  FOR C I R C U L A T I N G  A N D F I L I N G  P E T I T I O N .

(a) B e f o r e  a n y  s i g n a t u r e  m a y  be o b t a i n e d  o n  a p e t i t i o n  for r e c a l l ,  th e  

g r o u n d s  of t h e  r e c a l l  a n d  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h o s e  

g r o u n d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t i m e s a n d  dates, m u s t  be s e t  out o n  t h e  p e t i t i o n  in 

200 w o r d s  o r  less. T h e  p e t i t i o n  m u s t  t h e n  b e  filed w i t h  the m u n i c i p a l  

clerk, w h o  s h a l l  h a v e  a c o p y  of it s e r v e d  o n  the o f f i c e r  in the s a m e  

m a n n e r  as c i v i l  p r o c e s s .  T h e  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  h a v e  20 d a y s  a f t e r  s e r v i c e  

of the p e t i t i o n  to file a s t a t e m e n t  of 2 0 0  w o r d s  or l e s s  w i t h  t h e  m u n i ­

ci p a l  c l e r k .  If the s t a t e m e n t  of the o f f i c e r  is r e c e i v e d  o n  time, the 

m u n i c i p a l  c l e r k  s h a l l  h a v e  it set ou t  on t h e  p e t i t i o n .  If no s t a t e m e n t  

of the o f f i c e r  is r e c e i v e d  o n  time, the m u n i c i p a l  c l e r k  s h a l l  n o t e  t h a t  

o n  th e  p e t i t i o n .  T h e  m u n i c i p a l  c l e r k  s h a l l  f o r w a r d  a c o p y  o f  the c o m ­

p l e t e d  p e t i t i o n  to the p e r s o n  o r i g i n a l l y  f i l i n g  it. T h e  p e r s o n  m a y  

o b t a i n  a r e a s o n a b l e  n u m b e r  of a d d i t i o n a l  c o p i e s  f r o m  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  c l e r k  

at n o  c ost.

(b) T h e  p e t i t i o n  m u s t  be r e f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  c l e r k  w i t h i n
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60 days a f t e r  the d a t e  of the e a r l i e s t  s i g n at u r e  on the petition.

Sec. 2 9 . 2 8 . 1 5 7 .  N U M B E R  OF S I G N A T U R E S  REQUIRED. A p e t i t i o n  for 

r e c a l l  m u s t  c o n t a i n  the s i g n a t u r e s  and r es ident a d d r e s s e s  of a num b e r  of 

vo t e r s  as p r e s c r i b e d  in AS 2 9 . 2 8 . 0 7 0  for i n itiative a n d  referendum.

* Sec. 2. AS 2 9 . 2 8 . 1 6 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 9 . 2 8 . 1 60 .  E X A M I N A T I O N  FOR SUFFICIENCY. W h e n  a p e t ition has 

b e e n  f iled u n d e r  AS 2 9 . 2 8 . 1 5 6 ( b ) ,  the [THE] m u n icipal c l e r k  shall r e v i e w  

the p e t i t i o n  for c o n t e n t  and s i g n a t u r e s  and shall c e r t i f y  on the p e t i­

tion w i t h i n  10 days of the fi l i ng  d ate w h e t h e r  it is a c c e p t e d  or r e­

jected. U n t i l the p e t i t i o n  is a c cepted, a p e t i t i o n  s i g n e r  may w i t h d r a w  

his s i g n a t u r e  u p o n  w r i t t e n  a p p l i c a t i o n  to the clerk.

* Sec. 3. AS 2 9 . 2 8 . 1 8 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 9 . 2 8 . 1 8 0 .  N E W  PETITION. Failure to secure s u ff i c i e n t  s i g­

nat u r e s  does not p r e c l u d e  the filing of a n e w recall p e tition. However, 

a n e w  p e t i t i o n  ma y  not be filed u n d e r  AS 29.28.156(b) s o o n e r  than six 

m o n t h s  a f t e r  a p e t i t i o n  is rejected.

* Sec. 4. AS 2 9 . 2 8 . 2 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 9 . 2 8 . 21 0 .  FORM OF R E C A L L  BALLOTS. A recall ballot contains:

(1) the g r o u n d s  of the recall and the p a r t i c u l a r  instances 

c o n s t i t u t i n g  those g r o u n d s  as s t at e d  in the recall pet it i o n ;

(2) the o f f i c e r ' s  s t a t e m e n t  c o n t a i n e d  on the recall p e t i t i o n  

or, if none, the o f f i c e r ' s  s t a t e m e n t  of 200 words or less, if that [THE] 

s t a t e m e n t  is f i l e d  w i t h  the c lerk for p u b l i c a t i o n  and p u b l i c  insp e c t i o n  

w i t h i n  20 days b e f o r e  the election;

(3) the f o l l o w i n g  q u estion: "Shall (name of person) be 

r e c a l l e d  f r o m  the o f f i c e  of (office)? Yes [ ] No [ ]"

* Sec. 5. AS 2 9 . 2 8 . 2 4 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 9 . 2 8 . 2 40 .  EFFECT. If a n  inc u m b e n t is not r e c a l l e d  at the 

r e c a l l  e l e c t i o n ,  a p e t i t i o n  to re c a ll  the same i n c u m b e n t m a y  not be
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f iled u n d e r  AS 29 . 2 8 . 1 5 6 ( b )  so on e r  than si x  mo n t h s  after the recall 

election.

* Sec. 6. AS 2 9 . 2 8 . 1 5 0  is r e pealed.

* Sec. 7. Th e  p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 2 9 . 2 8 .1 5 5 ( a )  and (b), e n a c t e d  in sec. 1 o f  

t his Act, r e q u i r i n g  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  to adopt r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  p r o v i d e  

f o r m s  to m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  take effect I m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -  

0 7 0 ( c ) .  The r e m a i n d e r  of this Act takes e f f e c t  J a n u a r y  1, 1980.


