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IN THE H O U S E  BY T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M IT T E E

CS FOR S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  FOR H O U S E  BILL NO. 193 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  AL A S KA  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F IRST S E S S I O N  

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to r e g i o n a l  fish and game councils:

and p r o v i d i n g  for an ef f e c t i v e  date."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THF. S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 6 . 0 5 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  ne w sections to read:

Sec. 16.05.222. FISH A ND  GAME R E S O U R C E  M A N A G E M E N T  R E G IO N S .  For 

the p u r p o s e s  of c o n s e r v a t i o n  and m a n a g e m e n t  of the fish a n d w i l d l i f e  

r e s o u r c e s  of the state, there are c r e a t e d  six fish and game r e s o u rc e  

m a n a g e m e n t  regions, the e x a c t  b o u n d a r i e s  of w h i c h  shall be e s t a b l i s h e d  

by the Board of F i sheries and the B oard of Game, acting j o i ntly, no 

l ater than D e c e m b e r  31, 1979. The r e g i o n s  shall encompass the f o l l o wi n g  

g e n e r a l  areas:

(1) So u t h e a s t  Alaska: T h e  So u t h e a s t  Alaska m a i n l a n d  and

isla n d s  n o r t h w a r d  and w e s t w a r d  f r o m  D i x o n  E n t r a n c e  to Cape  Suckling, a n d

the a d j a c e n t  coas t a l  w at e r  seawa r d  to the limit of the s t a t e ' s  j u r i s­

diction.

(2) S o u t h c e n t r a l  Alaska: The area drained by w a t e r  flowing '

i nto the Gulf of Alaska, Prince W i l l i a m  Sound, an d  Cook I n l et  fro m  Cape 

S u c k l i n g  w e s t w a r d  to Cape D o u g l a s  at the base of the A l a s k a  Peninsula, 

i n c l u d i n g  all c o a s t a l  islands n o r t h  of S h u y a k  Island and the a d j acent 

c o a s t a l  w a t e r  to the limit of the s t a t e ' s  j u r i sdiction, a n d  the area 

l y i n g south of the ri m  of the A l a s k a  R ange and Wrangell Moun t a i n s .

(3) Southwest Alaska: The part of the Alaska Peninsula and 

adjacent mainland which drains into the Pacific Ocean and west side of

Strait from Cape Douglas to False Pass and into Bristol Bay
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f r o m  the K i n g  S a l m o n  R i v e r  d r a i n a g e  to F alse Pass; Shuyak, A f o g n a k ,  

Kodiak, T r i n it y ,  C h i r i k o f ,  a n d  S h u m a g i n  Islands, a n d  all o t h e r  a d j a c e n t  

o f f s h o r e  islands; the A l e u t i a n  I s l a n d s  and the P r i b i l o f  Islan d s ;  a n d  the 

a d j a c e n t  coas t a l  w a t e r  s e a w a r d  to the limit of the s t a t e ' s  j u r i s d i c t i o n .

(4) W e s t e r n  A l a s k a :  T h e  a r e a  n o r t h w a r d  and n o r t h w e s t w a r d  

f r o m  the K i n g  S a l m o n  R i v e r  d r a i n a g e , i n c l u d i n g  all land d r a i n e d  b y  w a t e r  

f l o w i n g  i n t o  Bristol B ay, the land w i t h i n  the b o u n d a r i e s  of the C a l i s t a  

R e g i o n a l  Co r p o r a t i o n ,  N u n i v a k  a n d  St. M a t t h e w  Islands, all o t h e r  i s l a n d s  

a l o n g  the coast, an d  t h e  a d j a c e n t  c o a s t a l  w a t e r  s e a w a r d  to the l i m i t  of 

the s t a t e ' s  j u r i s d i c t i o n .

(5) A r c t i c  A l a s k a :  T h e  land i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  the b o u n d a r i e s  

of the B e r i n g  S t r a i t s  a n d  the N o r t h w e s t  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n  

R e g i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n s ,  t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  Borough, the isla n d s  of L i t t l e  

D i o m e d e  a n d  St. L a w r e n c e ,  o t h e r  c o a s t a l  islands, and the a d j a c e n t  

c o a s t a l  w a t e r  s e a w a r d  to the limit of the s t a t e' s  j u r i s d i c t i o n .

(6) I n t e r i o r  Alas k a :  T h e  land e n c o m p a s s i n g  the d r a i n a g e s  of

the Y u k o n  and K u s k o k w i m  R i v e r s  n o r t h w a r d  f r o m  the b o u n d a r y  of the S ou t h -  

c e n t r a l  Region, e a s t w a r d  f r o m  the b o u n d a r y  of the W e s t e r n  R e gi o n ,  e a s t­

wa r d  a n d  s o u t h w a r d  f r o m  the b o u n d a r y  of the A r c t i c  Region, a n d  e x t e n d i n g  

to the Uni t e d S t a t e s - C a n a d a  bord e r .

Sec. 16.05.224. R E G I O N A L  F ISH A N D  G A M E  COU N C I LS .  (a) T h e  B oard 

of F i s h e r i e s  and the B o a r d  o f  Game, a c t i n g  j o i n t ly ,  shall e s t a b l i s h  a 

r e g i o n a l  fish an d  g a m e  c o u n c i l  w i t h i n  e a c h  f ish a nd  gam e  r e s o u r c e  

m a n a g e m e n t  region. E a c h  r e g i o n a l  fis h  a n d  gam e  co u n c i l  s h a l l  be c o m­

po s e d  of  the c h a i r m e n ,  o r  t heir d e s i g n e e s ,  of the local f i s h  a n d game 

a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h i n  its region.

(b) The Board of Fisheries and the Board of Game, acting jointly, 

shall assign a coordinator to each region to distribute relevant support 

data and to coordinate the activities of the local fish and game
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a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s  a n d  the r e g i o n a l  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  c o u n c i l .  T h e  c o o r d i­

na t o r  s h a l l  a c c o m p a n y  the c h a i r m a n  of the r e g i o n a l  f i s h  a n d  gam e  

c o u n c i l ,  or hi s  d e s i g n e e ,  at all h e a r i n g s  of the B o a r d  o f  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  

the B o a r d  o f  Game.

(c) E a c h  r e g i o n a l  f i s h  a n d  g am e  c o u n c i l  m a y

(1) h o l d  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  o n  fi s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  m a t t e r s ;

(2) e l e c t  a c h a i r m a n ;

(3) r e v i e w ,  m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  a n d  a s s i s t  the d e p a r t m e n t ,  

in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  its l o c a l  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s  a n d  

a p p r o p r i a t e  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s ,  in d e v e l o p i n g  p l a n s  for the  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  

r e g u l a t i o n ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  us e  of the fis h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  

w i t h i n  its regi o n ;

(4) p e r f o r m  o t h e r  d u t i e s  w h i c h  m a y  be s p e c i f i e d  by the B o a r d  

of F i s h e r i e s  a n d  the B o a r d  o f  G a m e  b y  r e g u l a t i o n .

(d) R e g i o n a l  fish a n d  gam e c o u n c i l s  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  a f o r u m  for, a n d  

a s s i s t  t h e i r  l o ca l  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s  in o b t a i n i n g ,  the o p i n i o n s  a n d  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of p e r s o n s  i n t e r e s t e d  in f i s h  an d  w i l d l i f e  m a t t e r s  in a 

m a n n e r  w h i c h  m a x i m i z e s  local p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o ­

cess. If d i f f e r e n c e s  of o p i n i o n  e x i s t  b e t w e e n  the l o c a l a d v i s o r y  c o m­

mi t t e e s ,  the r e g i o n a l  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  c o u n c i l  s h a ll  a t t e m p t  to d e v e l o p  

a r e a s  of c o m p r o m i s e  an d  to r e a c h  a r e g i o n a l  c o n s e n s u s  on m a t t e r s  o f  

c o n t r o v e r s y .

(e) T h e  r e g i o n a l  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  c o u n c i l s  m a y  p r e s e n t  r e c o m m e n d a­

tio n s  c o n c e r n i n g  the c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  r e g u l a t i o n ,  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  u s e  of 

f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  r e g i o n s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  

the e v i d e n c e  u p o n  w h i c h  th e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  are b a s e d ,  to t h e  B o a r d  o f  

F i s h e r i e s  or th e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e .

* Sec. 2. A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 2 6 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 1 6 . 0 5 . 2 6 0 .  A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E S ,  ja)^ T h e  B o a r d  o f  F i s h e r i e s
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a n d  the B o a r d  of G a m e  m a y  m a k e  r e g u l a t i o n s  they c o n s i d e r  a d v i s a b l e  in 

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  Act (AS 44.62) e s t a b l i s h­

ing, at p l a c e s  in th e s t a t e  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  the i n d i v i d u a l  boards, 

a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s  to be c o m p o s e d  of p e r s o n s  w e l l  i n f o r m e d  on t h e f i s h  

or gam e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  the l o c a l i t y .  [THE BOA R DS  S H A L L  SE T  TH E  N U M B E R  A N D  

T E R M S  O F  E A C H  O F  T H E  M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E S ,  S H A L L  D E L E G A T E  

[ONE M E M B E R  O F  E A C H  C O M M I T T E E  AS CH A I R M A N ,  A N D  S H A L L  G I V E  HIM A U T H O R I T Y  

T O  H O L D  P U B L I C  H E A R I N G S  O N  F I S H  OR G A M E  M A T T E R S . ]  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f r o m  

t h e  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s  s h a l l  be f o r w a r d e d  to the a p p r o p r i a t e  b o a r d  for 

t heir c o n s i d e r a t i o n  but if t h e  B oard of F i s h e r i e s  o r  the Board o f  Gam e 

c h o o s e s  n o t  to f o l l o w  the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of the l o c al  a d v i s o r y  c o m­

mi t t e e  the  a p p r o p r i a t e  b o a r d  shall i n f o r m  the a p p r o p r i a t e  a d v i s o r y  

c o m m i t t e e  of this a c t i o n  a n d  s t a t e  the r e a s o n s  for n o t  f o l l o w i n g  the 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  Th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  d e l e g a t e  a u t h o r i t y  to a d v i s o r y  

c o m m i t t e e s  for e m e r g e n c y  c l o s u r e s  d u r i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  seasons. [THE 

C O M M I S S I O N E R  IS E M P O W E R E D  T O  SE T  A S I D E  A N D  M A K E  N U L L  A N D  V O I D  O N L Y  

O P E N I N G  O F  S E A S O N S  SET BY T H E  A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E S  U N D E R  THI S  S E C T I O N . ]  

T h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  b o a r d  s h a l l  p r o m u l g a t e  the n e c e s s a r y  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n­

ing  t h e s e  c l o s u r e s .

(b) In a d d i t i o n  to t h e  p r o c e d u r e  for e s t a b l i s h i n g  a d v i s o r y  c o m­

m i t t e e s  set out in (a) of t h i s  s e c tion, an a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  m a y  be 

e s t a b l i s h e d  as p r o v i d e d  in this s u b s e c t i o n .  T w e n t y - f i v e  p e r s o n s  f r o m  a 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e f i n e d  l ocal a r e a  may, w i t h  the c o n c u r r e n c e  of the 

r e g i o n a l  f i s h  a n d  g ame c o u n c i l  for t h e i r  regi o n ,  p e t i t i o n  th e  B o a r d  of 

F i s h e r i e s  a n d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e  j o i n t l y  for th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a n  

a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  u n d e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  j o i n t l y  by the B o a r d  of 

F i s h e r i e s  a n d  the  B o ar d  o f  Game. U p o n  r e c e i p t  o f  the p e t i t i o n ,  the 

B o a r d  o f  F i s h e r i e s  an d t h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e  j o i n t l y  s h a l l e s t a b l i s h  the 

a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e .  A n  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  f o r m e d  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n
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ha s  the same powers and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  as a n  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  

fo r m e d  u nd e r  (a) of this section.

(c) The a d v i s o r y  committees, I n c l u d i n g  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s  e s t a b­

lished bef o r e  Ju l y  1, 1979, shall p r o v i d e  the p r i m a r y  source in o b t a i n­

ing the opinions an d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of local pers o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  fish 

and w i l d l i f e  management. The r e g i o n a l  c o u nc i l s  shall prov i de  a s s i s t a n c e  

to the a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s  for this purpose.

* Sec. 3. AS 1 6 .05.290 is amended to read:

Sec. 16.05.290. C O M P E N S A T I O N  O F  BOARD AN D  C O U N C I L  M E M B E R S .  Each 

m e m b e r  of a board and of a regional coun ci l  is e n t i t l e d  to t r a v e l  e x­

penses and $100 per diem for each d a y  g oing to and fr o m  and fo r each day 

in actual a t t e n d a nc e  at board m e e t i n g s  and other m e et i n g s  or c o n f e r e n c e s  

a u t h o r i z e d  by a b oard or by a r e gi o n a l  c o u n c i l .

* Sec. 4. AS 1 6 . 05.320 is amended b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b se c t i o n  to read:

(b) A m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  of a r e g ional council c o n s t i t u t e s  a 

q u o r u m  for the t r a n s a c t i o n  of bus i n e s s ,  for the p e r f o r m a n c e  of any duty, 

and for the e xe r c i s e  of any power.

* Sec. 5. This Act takes effect J u l y  1, 1979.
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