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O r i g i n a l  spon s o r s :  B a r n e s  a n d  M u n s o n  Offered: 3 /2 7 / 7 9
Referred: F i n a n c e

B Y  T H E  HEALTH, E D U C A T I O N  AND 
IN T H E  H O U S E  S O C I A L  SERVICES C O M M I T T E E

CS FO R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 96 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF AL A S K A 

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION 

A BILL

For a n  Act ent i t l e d :  "A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to the l i censing of so c i a l  workers;

an d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  date." '

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 08 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  chapter to read:

C H A P T E R  87. S O C I A L  WORKERS.

A R T I C L E  1. L I C E N S I N G  A N D  PRACTICE.

Sec. 0 8 . 87 . 0 1 0 .  L I C E N S I N G  AS L I C E N S E D  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S O C I A L  WORKER.

A p e r s o n  is e l i g i b l e  to o b t a i n  a l i c e n s e  as a licensed p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s o c i a l  w o r k e r  if he

(1) is in g o o d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  standing;

(2) h o l d s  a d o c t o r a t e  or m a s t e r ' s  degree f r o m  a school of 

s o c i a l  w o r k  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  the C o u n ci l  o n  Social W o r k  E d uc a t i o n ,  or a 

f o r e i g n  s c ho o l  w h o s e  p r o g r a m  m eets the a c c r e d i t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  of the 

C o u n c i l  o n  S o c i a l  W o r k  Education;

(3) h a s c o m p l e t e d  two years of social w o r k  pr a c t i c e ;

(4) p r o v i d e s  r e f e r e n c e s  a c c e p t a b l e  to the co m m i s s i o n e r ;  an d

(5) pa s s es  t h e  n a ti o n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  of c e r t i f i e d  social 

w o r k e r s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  th e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of S o c i a l  Workers.

Sec. 0 8 . 87 . 0 2 0 .  S C O P E  O F  P R A C T I C E  O F  L I C E N S ED  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S O C I A L  

W O R K E R .  A p e r s o n  who  is l i c e n s e d  as a l i c ensed p r o f e s s i o n a l  social 

w o r k e r  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  m a y  p r o v i d e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  c o n s i s t e n t  

w i t h  h i »  i n d i v i d u a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  t r a i n i n g  a n d  experience, a n d c o n s i s t e n t  

w i t h  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  cod e  o f  ethics. A  l i c e n s e d  p r o f e s­

si o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  m a y  of f e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  services e i t h e r  i n d e pendently 
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or as an e m p l o y e e  of a p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  agency.

Sec. 0 8 .87.030. L I C E N S I N G  AS P R O F E S S I O N A L  S O C I A L  WORKER. A p e r s o n  

is e n t i t l e d  to be l i c en s e d  as a p r o f e s s i o n a l  social w o r k e r  if h e

(1) is in good p r o f e s s i o n a l  standing;

(2) h o l d s  a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  in social w o r k  f r o m  a s c h o o l  of

soc ia l  w o r k  a c c r e d i t e d  by the C o u n c i l  o n  Social W o r k  E d u c a t i o n ,  or a 

f o r e i g n  school w h o s e  p r o g r a m  m e e t s  the a c c r e d i t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  of the 

Coun c i l  o n  Social W o r k  Education.

Sec. 0 8 .87.040. S COPE O F  P R A C T I C E  O F  A P R O F E S S I O N A L  S O C I A L  W O R K E R .  

A pe r s o n  l i c e n s ed  as a p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  wor k e r  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  m a y

p r o v i d e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  servi ce s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  his i n d i v i d u a l  s o c i a l  w o r k

t r a i n i n g  and e x p e r i e n c e,  an d  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  

w o r k  code of ethics. A p r o f e s s i o n a l  s oc i a l  w o r k e r  m a y  o f f er  p r o f e s ­

sional se r vi c e s  as an e m p l o y e e  of a p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  agency.

Sec. 08.87.050. L I C E N S E  BY E N D O R S E M E N T .  A p e r s o n  w h o  is l i c e n s e d  

as a so ci a l  w o r k e r  b y  an a u t h o r i t y  o t h e r  than this s t a t e  m a y  be l i c e n s e d  

as a l i c ensed p r o f e s s i o n a l  social w o r k e r  or a p r o f e s s i o n a l  so c i a l  w o r k e r  

in Al a sk a  if the r e q u i r e m e n t s  for hi s  o u t - o f - s t a t e  l i c e n s e  or c e r t i f i­

cate at the time he w as  l i c e n s e d  are e s s e n t i a l l y  s i m i l a r  to the r e q u i r e­

ments of AS 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 1 0  or 08.87.030.

Sec. 0 8 .87.060. DENIAL, S U S P E N S I O N ,  R E V O C A T I O N  O F  LI C E N S E S ;

CENSURE. The d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  deny, s u s p e n d ,  or r e v o k e  the l i c e n s e  of a 

p e r s o n  who  has

(1) o b t a i n e d  or a t t e m p t e d  to o b t a i n  a l i c e n s e  u nder t h i s  

c h a p t e r  b y  fraud or deceit; or

(2) w i l f u l l y  v i o l a t e d  a p r o v i s i o n  of this c h a p t e r  or a r e g u ­

lat i o n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  this chapter.

Sec. 08.87 .0 7 0 .  E X P I R A T I O N  A N D  R E N E W A L  OF  L I C E N S E .  L i c e n s e s  

e x p i r e  b i e n n i a l l y  on  a date set b y  th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  m a y  be r e n e w e d
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b y  m a k i n g  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  for r e n e w a l  to the  c o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  b y  m e e t i n g  

the r e q u i r e m e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in thi s  c h a p t e r .

Sec. 0 8 . 87 . 0 8 0 .  P R I V I L E G E D  C O M M U N I C A T I O N .  A  l i c e n s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s o c i al  w o r k e r ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  or hi s  e m p l o y e e ,  m a y  n o t  

d i s c l o s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a c q u i r e d  f r o m  p e r s o n s  c o n s u l t i n g  h i m  in h i s  p r o­

fe s s i o n a l  c a pacity, e x c e p t  w i t h  t h e  w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  of the p e r s o n .  T h i s  

does no t  a p p l y  to s u p e r v i s o r y  c a s e  c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  i n t r a - a g e n c y  c o m m u n­

ica tions.  A client or p a t i e n t  w a i v e s  this p r i v i l e g e  if h e  is t h e  p l a i n­

tiff in a civil a c t i o n  b r o u g h t  a g a i n s t  a p r a c t i t i o n e r  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  

this c h a p t e r  if that p r a c t i t i o n e r ' s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n d u c t  is in issue. 

H o w e v e r ,  w a i v e r  of t h e  p r i v i l e g e  e x t e n d s  o n l y  to t h e  p a r t i e s  to t h e 

civil a c t i o n  and o n l y  to the i s s u e s  i n v o l v e d  in t h e  c i v i l  a c t i o n  w h i c h  

r e l a t e  to the p r a c t i t i o n e r ' s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n d u c t .

A R T I C L E  2. P R O H I B I T I O N S  A N D  P E N A L T I E S .

Sec. 08.87 . 0 9 0 .  V I O L A T I O N S .  (a) It is u n l a w f u l  for a p e r s o n  to

(1) f r a u d u l e n t l y  o b t a i n  or f u r n i s h  a l i c e n s e ,  or l i c e n s e  

r e n e w a l  or rec o r d  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h i s  c ha p t e r ;

(2) use the t i t l e  " l i c e n s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r " ,  

" p r o f e s s i o n a l  social w o r k e r " ,  or a t i t l e  or d e s i g n a t i o n  i n d i c a t i n g  or 

t e n d i n g  to i n di c a t e  t h a t  h e  is a l i c e n s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  or 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  social w o r k e r ,  u n l e s s  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

(3) w i l f u l l y  v i o l a t e  a p r o v i s i o n  of t h i s  c h a p t e r .

(b) A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  t h i s  s e c t i o n  is g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r ,  

and u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  is p u n i s h a b l e  b y  a f i n e  of $ 5 0 0 ,  or b y  i m p r i s o n m e n t  

for o n e  year, or b y  b o t h .

Sec. 0 8 . 87 . 1 0 0 .  E Q U I T A B L E  R E L I E F .  In a d d i t i o n  to o t h e r  p e n a l t i e s  

and r e m e d i e s  p r o v i d e d  i n  this c h a p t e r ,  the  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  s e e k  e q u i t­

abl e  r e l i e f  to e n j o i n  or r e s t r a i n  a p e r s o n  n o t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  thi s 

c h a p t e r  or w h o s e  l i c e n s e  is s u s p e n d e d ,  r ev o k e d ,  o r  e x p i r e d ,  f r o m  v i o -
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l a t i n g  a n y  o f  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  this c h a p t e r .

A R T I C L E  3. G E N E R A L  P R O V I S I O N S

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 1 0 .  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  

r e a s o n a b l e  f ees for  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  o u t - o f - s t a t e  e n d o r s e m e n t s ,  e x a m i n a­

tio n s ,  a n d  b i e n n i a l  r e n e w a l  o f  l icenses. Th e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  a d o p t  

r e g u l a t i o n s  to c a r r y  o u t  th e  p u r p o s e s  o f  this c h a p t e r .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 2 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  u n l e s s  the c o n t e x t  

o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r e s ,

(1) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t }

(2) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  an d  E c o­

n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t }

(3) " l i c e n s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  so c i a l  w o r k e r "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  

l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 1 0 }

(4) " p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  

u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 3 0 }

(5) " s o c i a l  w o r k "  m e a n s  a s e r v i c e  or a c t i v i t y  w h i c h  a s s i s t s  

i n d i v i d u a l s  or g r o u p s  to e f f e c t  c h a n g e s i n  b e h a v i o r ,  e m o t i o n a l  r e s p o n­

ses, or s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  i n cl u d e s

(A) e x p l a i n i n g  a n d  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  w o r k  a s p e c t s  

of p r o b l e m  s i t u a t i o n s  to i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s ,  or g r o u p s }

(B) t h e  u s e  o f  p s y c h o t h e r a p y  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s

or g r o u p s }

(C) a s s i s t i n g  i n  so c i a l w o r k  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  w i t h  i n d i­

v i d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s ,  or g r o u p s .

*  Sec. 2. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1979.


