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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 3 0 / 7 9
R e f e r r e d :  H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n  &  
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  F i n a n c e

I N  T H E  H O U S E  B A R N E S  A N D  M U N S O N

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 96 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

Fo r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  s oc i a l  w o r k­

ers; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 08 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  87. S O C I A L  W O R K E R S .

A R T I C L E  1. C E R T I F I C A T I O N  AN D  P R A C T I C E .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 1 0 .  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  AS C E R T I F I E D  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S O C I A L  

W O R K E R .  A p e r s o n  is e l i g i b l e  for c e r t i f i c a t i o n  as a c e r t i f i e d  p r o­

f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  if he

(1) is in g o o d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d i n g ;

(2) h o l d s  a d o c t o r a t e  or m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  f r o m  a s c h o o l  of 

s o c i a l  w o r k  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  the C o u n c i l  o n  S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n ,  or a 

f o r e i g n  sc ho o l  w h o s e  p r o g r a m  m e e t s  the a c c r e d i t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  of the 

C o u n c i l  o n  S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n ;

(3) h a s  c o m p l e t e d  t w o  y e a r s  of s o c i a l  w o r k  p r a c t i c e  u n d e r  t h e  

s u p e r v i s i o n  of a c e r t i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  a f t e r  c o m p l e t i o n  of g r a d u a t e  e d u c a t i o n ;

(4) p r o v i d e s  r e f e r e n c e s  a c c e p t a b l e  to th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r ;  a n d

(5) p a s s e s  the n a t i o n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  of c e r t i f i e d  social

w o r k e r s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S o c i a l  W o r ke r s ,  or 

a n  e q u i v a l e n t  e x a m i n a t i o n  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 2 0 .  S C O P E  O F  P R A C T I C E  O F  C E R T I F I E D  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S O C I A L  

W O R K E R .  A  p e r s o n  c e r t i f i e d  as a c e r t i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  social w o r k e r

c h a p t e r  m a y  p r o v i d e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  h i s
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i n d i v i d u a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  t r a i n i n g  and e xp e r i e n c e ,  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  code of ethi c s .  A c e r t i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s o c i a l  w o r k e r  m a y  o f f e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  e i t h e r  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  or as 

an e m p l o y e e  of a p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  agency.

S ec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 3 0 .  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  AS P R O F E S S I O N A L  SOCIAL W O R K E R .  A

p e r s o n  is e n t i t l e d  to be c e r t i f i e d  as a p r o f e s s i o n a l  social w o r k e r  if he

(1) is in g o o d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  standing!

(2) h o l d s  a m a s t e r ' s  deg r ee  in social w o r k  from a sc h o o l  of

s o c i a l  w o r k  a c c r e d i t e d  by the Coun c i l  on Social W o r k  E d ucation, or a 

f o r e i g n  sc h o ol  w h o s e  p r o g r a m  m eets the a c c r e d i t i n g  sta n da r d s  of the 

C o u n c i l  o n  S o c i a l  W o r k  Education.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 4 0 .  S C O P E  O F  P R A C T I C E  O F  A P R O F E S S I O N A L  S O C I A L  WORKER. 

A p e r s o n  c e r t i f i e d  as a p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  under this c h a p t e r 

m a y  p r o v i d e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c es  c o n s i s t e n t  w ith his i n d i v i d u a l  social

w o r k  t r a i n i n g  a n d  e xp e r i e n c e ,  and c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the p r o f e s s i o n a l

s o c i a l  w o r k  code of ethics. A p r o f e s s i o n a l  social wo r ke r  m a y  o f f e r  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  as an e m p l o y e e  of a public or p r i v a t e agency.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 5 0 .  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  BY E N D O R S E M E N T .  A p e r s o n  w h o  is

l i c e n s e d  as a so ci a l  w o r k e r  b y  an a u t h o r i t y  o t he r  than this s t a t e  ma y  be

c e r t i f i e d  as a c e r t i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  social w o r k e r  or a p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s o c i a l  w o r k e r  in A l a s k a  if the r e q u i r e m e n t s  for hi s  o u t - o f - s t a t e  license 

or c e r t i f i c a t e  at the time he  was l i c e n s e d  are e s s e n t i a l l y  s i m i l a r  to 

the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of AS 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 1 0  or 0 8 .87.030.

Sec. 08 . 8 7 . 0 6 0 .  DENIAL, S U S P E N S I O N ,  R E V O C A T I O N  OF C E R T I F I C A T E S }  

C E N S UR E .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  deny, s u s p e n d , or r e v o k e  the c e r t i f i c a t e  of 

a p e r s o n  w h o  has

(1) o b t a i n e d  or a t t e m p t e d  to o b t a i n  a c e r t i f i c a t e  u n d e r  this 

c h a p t e r  b y  f r a u d  or deceit; or

(2) w i l f u l l y  v i o l a t e d  a p r o v i s i o n  of this chap t e r  or a regu-
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l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  t his chapter.

Sec. 08.8 7 .0 7 0 .  E X P I R A T I O N  A N D  R E N E W A L  OF  C E R T I F I C A T E .  C e r t i f i­

cates exp i r e b i e n n i a l l y  o n  a date set b y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  and m a y  be 

r e n e w e d  b y  m a k i n g  an a p p l i c a t i o n  for r e n e w a l  to the c o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  b y  

m e e t i n g  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in this c h a pter.

Sec. 08.87 . 0 8 0 .  P R I V I L E G E D  C O M M U N I C A T I O N .  No c e r t i f i e d  p r o f e s­

sional social w o r k e r ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  worker, or hi s  e m ployee, m a y  

d i s c l o s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a c q u i r e d  fr o m  p e r s o n s  c o n s u l t i n g  h i m  in his p r o ­

fes s i o n a l  cap a ci t y ,  e x c e p t  w i t h  the w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  of the person. T h i s  

does not a p p l y  to s u p e r v i s o r y  case c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  i n t r a - a g e n c y  c o m m u n­

ications. A cli e n t or p a t i e n t  w a i v e s  this p r i v i l e g e  if h e  is the 

p l a i n t i f f  in a civil a c t i o n  b r o u g h t  a g a i n s t  a p r a c t i t i o n e r  c e r t i f i e d  

u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  if that p r a c t i t i o n e r ' s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  conduct is in 

issue.

A R T I C L E  2. P R O H I B I T I O N S  AND P E N A L T I E S .

Sec. 08.87.090. VI O L A TI O N S .  (a) It is u n l a w f u l  for a p e r s o n  to

(1) f r a u d u l e n t l y  o b t a i n  or furni s h  a c e r t if i c a t e ,  or c e r t i­

ficate rene w a l  or r e c o r d  r e q u i r e d  b y  this chapter;

(2) use the title " c e r t i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  social w o r k e r " ,  

" p r o f e s s i o n a l  social w o rk e r " ,  or a t it l e  or d e s i g n a t i o n  i n d i c a t i n g  or 

t e n d i n g  to i n d i c a t e  that he is a c e r t i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  social w o r k e r  or 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  work e r ,  un l es s  c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  this chapter;

(3) w i l f u l l y  v i o l a t e  a p r o v i s i o n  of this chapter.

(b) A p e r s o n  w h o  v io l a t e s  this s e c ti o n  is g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r ,  

a n d  u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  is p u n i s h a b l e  b y  a fine o f  $500, or by i m p r i s o n m e n t  

for one year, or by both.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 0 0 .  E Q U I T A B L E  R E L I E F .  In a d d i t i o n  to other p e n a l t i e s  

a n d  re m e d i e s  p r o v i d e d  in this c h a pter, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  s e e k  e q u i t -  

to e n j o i n  or r e s t r a i n  a p e r s o n  n o t  c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  this
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c h a p t e r  or w h o s e  c e r t i f i c a t e  is s u s p e n d e d ,  r e v o k e d ,  or e x p i r e d ,  fro m 

v i o l a t i n g  a n y  of the p r o v i s i o n s  of this c h a p t e r .

A R T I C L E  3. G E N E R A L  P R O V I S I O N S .

Sec . 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 1 0 .  FEES. T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  r e a s o n a b l e  

fees f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  o u t - o f - s t a t e  e n d o r s e m e n t s ,  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  and 

b i e n n i a l  r e n e w a l  of c e r t i f i c a t e s .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 2 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In thi s  c h a p t e r ,  u n l e s s  the c o n t e x t  

o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r e s ,

(1) " c e r t i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  

c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 1 0 ;

(2) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the D e p a r t m e n t  

of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ;

(3) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o­

n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ;

(4) " p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  c e r t i f i e d  

u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 8 7 . 0 3 0 ;

(5) " s o c i a l  w o r k "  m e a n s  a s e r v i c e  or a c t i v i t y  w h i c h  a s s i s t s  

i n d i v i d u a l s  or g r o u p s  to e f f e c t  c h a n g e s  in b e h a v i o r ,  e m o t i o n a l  r e s p o n­

ses, or s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  i n c l u d e s

(A) e x p l a i n i n g  a n d  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  w o r k  a s p e c t s  

o f  p r o b l e m  s i t u a t i o n s  to i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s ,  or g r o u p s;

(B) t h e  u s e  of p s y c h o t h e r a p y  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s

or g r o u p s ;

(C) a s s i s t i n g  in so ci a l  w o r k  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  w i t h  i n d i­

vi d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s ,  or g r o u p s ;

(6) " s u p e r v i s i o n "  m e a n s  at l e a s t  o n e  h o u r  a w e e k  of p e r s o n a l  

c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  a s u p e r v i s o r  c o n d u c t e d  as p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d  by 

r e g u l a t i o n ;  if g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i s t a n c e  p r e c l u d e s  p e r s o n a l  w e e k l y  c o n s u l­

t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  a p e r s o n  a n d  h i s  s u p e r v i s o r ,  s u p e r v i s i o n  m a y  b e  m a i n -
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