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IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B ILL

For a n  Act ent i t l e d:  "An Act m a k i n g  a special a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t­

me n t  of Law; an d p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. (a) T h e  l eg i s l a t u r e  finds that the P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  has a c t e d  a r b i t r a r i l y  and b e y o n d  the i n t e n t  of l a w  b y  u s i n g  the A n t i­

qu i t i e s  Act to close some 5 6 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  acres of Al a s k a  l a n d  to p u b l i c  use. As 

a r e s u l t  of the P r e s i d e n t ' s  a c t i o n  m a n y  trappers, h u n t e r s ,  m i n e r s ,  and o t h e r s  

h a v e  h a d  their l i v e l i h o o d  destroyed, a d e s t r u c t i o n  not j u s t i f i e d  by a c o m p e l­

li n g  pub l i c  interest. T h e  legislature, as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of a free peop l e , 

f i n d s  such a c t i o n  i n t o l e r a b l e  and intends to s e e k  r e d r e s s  t h r o u g h  b o t h  the 

c o u r t s  and the Congress.

(b) T h e  average c i t i z e n  lacks the r e s o u r c e s  to o p p o s e  t h e  m a s s i v e  p o w e r  

of the federal g o v e r n m e n t . The l e g i s la t u r e  finds it a p p r o p r i a t e  to a s s i s t  

A l a s k a n  c i t i z e n s  in r e s i s t i n g  a r b i t r a r y  a c t i o n  by the f e d e r a l  e x e c u t i v e  by 

p a y i n g  for legal a s s i s t a n c e  to those w h o s e l i v e l i h oo d s  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  away.

* Sec. 2. T h e  sum of $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  f u n d  to 

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of La w  for the purpose of p a y i n g  r e a s o n a b l e  l egal d e f e n s e  fees 

f o r  trial a n d  a p p e l l a t e  level legal r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  for p e r s o n s  who

(1) for at l e a s t  three y ears b e f o r e  D e c e m b e r  1, 1978,

(A) h a v e  e a r n e d  at least o n e - h a l f  of t h e i r  a n n u a l  i n c o m e  as a 

direct r e s u l t  of a c t i v i t i e s  c o n d u c t e d  o n  lands d e c l a r e d  to be n a t i o n a l  

m o n u m e n t s  b y  P r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o c l a m a t i o n s  4611 - 4 6 2 7 ,  i s s u e d  D e c e m b e r  1,

o f  16 U.S.C. sec. 431, or h a v e  r e q u i r e d  a c c e s s  

t o  c o n d u ct  the a c t i v ities; or
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(B) h a v e  s u b s i s t e d  t h r o u g h  s u b s i s t e n c e  h u n t i n g  or f i s h i n g  

e n t i r e l y  or p a r t l y  on lands d e c l a r e d  to b e  n a t i o n a l  m o n u m e n t s  b y  P r e s i­

d e n t i a l  p r o c l a m a t i o n s  4611 - 4627, i s s u e d  D e c e m b e r  1, 1978, u n d e r  a u t h o ­

r i t y  of  16 U . S . C .  sec. 431, or h a v e  r e q u i r e d  a c c e s s  t h r o u g h  the lands to 

c o n d u c t  the a c t i v i t i e s !

(2) are d e t a i n e d  u n d e r  a c h a r g e  of, f o r m a l l y  c h a r g e d  w ith, or 

c o n v i c t e d  of a c r i m e  u n d e r  16 U.S . C .  secs. 431 - 4 3 3  or a r u l e  or r e g u l a t i o n  

I s s u e d  u n d e r  16 U . S . C .  secs. 431  - 433 o n  lands d e c l a r e d  to be n a t i o n a l  

m o n u m e n t s  b y  P r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o c l a m a t i o n s  4611 - 4 627, i s s u e d  D e c e m b e r  1, 1978, 

u n d e r  a u t h o r i t y  of 1 6  U.S.C. sec. 431, as a r e s u l t  of th e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  

t hose a c t i v i t i e s  d e s c r i b e d  in (1) of this s e c t i o n ;

(3) ar e  n o t  c h a r g e d  w i t h  an y  o f f e n s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t e  of A l a s k a  

a l l e g e d  to h a v e  a r i s e n  f rom the sam e  e v e n t  or f a c t s  w h i c h  g a v e  r i s e  to t h e  

a l l e g e d  f e d e r a l  v i o l a t i o n ;  and

(4) m a k e  a w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t  to the d e p a r t m e n t  fo r  the p a y m e n t  of 

r e a s o n a b l e  legal f e e s  i n c u r r e d  in d e f e n d i n g  a g a i n s t  the c h a r g e  or in a p p e a l­

ing t h e  c o n v i c t i o n ,  o r  both. T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  e s t a b l i s h  a s c h e d u l e  of 

r e a s o n a b l e  legal f e e s  for the d e f e n s e  or a p p e a l .

* Sec. 3. The u n e x p e n d e d  a n d  u n o b l i g a t e d  p o r t i o n  o f  t his a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

lapses i n t o  the g e n e r a l  fund J u n e  30, 1980.

* Sec. 4. T h i s  A c t  takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -  

070(c).
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