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Introduced: 2/26/79
Referred: R e s o u r c e s

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY MOSS

2d S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  FOR H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 31 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  O F  ALASKA 

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

For a n  Act entitled: "An Act c r e a t i n g  the D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  R a n g e  Area."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. It is the p u r p o s e  of this Act to  p e r p e t u a t e  f r e e - r a n g i n g  

b i s o n  on the land d e s c r i b e d  in this Act by m a n a g e m e n t  of the h a b i t a t  to p r o­

vide an  a d e q u a t e  winter r a n g e  for the bison. It is also the p u r p o s e  of this 

Act to alter seasonal m o v e m e n t s  of b i s o n  herds o n  the land in o r d er  to d i m i­

nis h  the d a m a g e  caused b y  the he r d s  to a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  d e v e l o p e d  land.

* Sec. 2. AS 16.20 is a m e n d e d  b y  adding n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  6. S T A T E  R ANGE A R E A S .

Sec. 16.20.300. D E L T A  J U N C T I O N  B ISON R AN G E .  The f o l l o w i n g  d e­

scribed areas e x c l u d i n g  v a l i d  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s ,  are e s t a b l i s h e d  as the 

D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  .Bison R a n ge  Area:

(1) T o w n s h i p  11 South, Range 12 E ast, F a irbanks M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  26: that p o r t i o n  l y i n g  s outh of the s ou t h e r n

b o u n d a r y  of the A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  r i g h t - o f - w a y ,  e x c l u d i n g  A.S.L.S. 

78-93, Tract A, Units 1 a n d  2

S e c t i o n s  28, 29: all, e x c l u d i n g  A.S.L.S. 78-93, T ract A,

Unit 1, and e x c l u d i n g  m i l i t a r y  w i t h d r a w a l s  (P.L. 87-334)

S e c t i o n  32: all, e x c l u d i n g  m i l i t a r y  w i t h d r a w a l s  (P.L.

87-334)

S e c t i o n s  33, 34: all, e x c l u d i n g  A.S.L.S. 78-93, Tract A,

Uni t 1

S e c t i o n  35: t hat p o r t i o n  l y i n g  south of the s o ut h e r n

b o u n d a r y  of t h e  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  r i g h t - o f - w a y
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S e c t i o n  36: that p o r t i o n  lying s outh of the s o u t h e r n

b o u n d a r y  of t h e  Al a s k a  H i g h w a y  r i g h t - o f - w a y

(2) T o w n s h i p  12 South, R a n g e  11 East, F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n s  11-14, 22-27, 33-36: all, e x c l u d i n g  m i l i t a r y

w i t h d r a w a l s  (P.L. 87-334)

(3) T o w n s h i p  12 South, R a n g e  12 East, F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n s  1-25, 30, 36: all, e x c l u d i n g  m i l i t a r y  w i t h­

drawals (P.L. 8 7 - 3 3 4 )

(4) T o w n s h i p  12 South, R a n g e  13 East, F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n s  5, 6, 9, 10: that p o r t i o n  l y i n g  south of the

s o u t h e r n  b o u n d a r y  of the A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  r i g h t - o f - w a y ,  e x c l u d i n g  

lands w i t h i n  FO 25785, and e x c l u d i n g  lands w i t h i n  U S S  4295 a n d  USS 

4199

S e c t i o n s  7, 8, 14-36: all, e x c l u d i n g  lands w i t h i n

USS 4199 a n d  U S S  4272

(5) T o w n s h i p  12 South, R a n g e  14 East, F a i r b a n k s  M e ri d i a n

S e c t i o n s  19, 28-30, 33-35: that p o r t i o n  lying s o u t h  of

the s o u t h e r n  b o u n d a r y  of the A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  r i g h t - o f - w a y  

S e c t i o n s  31, 32: all

(6) T o w n s h i p  13 South, R a n g e  13 East, F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n s  1-5, 9-15, 23-25, 36: all

(7) T o w n s h i p  13 South, R a n g e  14 East, F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  1: tha t  p o r t i o n  lying s o u t h  of the s o u t h e r n

b o u n d a r y  of t h e  Al as k a  H i g h w a y  r i g h t - o f - w a y  

S e c t i o n s  2-36: all

(8) T o w n s h i p  13 South, R a n g e  15 East, F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n s  5, 6, 8-10: that p o r t i o n  l y i n g  south of the

s o u t h e r n  b o u n d a r y  of the A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  r i g h t - o f - w a y  

S e c t i o n  7: all
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S e c t i o n  15: S W  1/4, N W  1/2, t h a t  p o r t i o n  l ying s o u t h  of

the s o u t h e r n  b o u n d a r y  of the A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  r i g h t - o f - w a y

S e c t i o n s  16-20: all

S e c t i o n  21: N 1/2, S W  1/4, N W  1 / 4  S E  1/ 4

S e c t i o n  22: N W  1/4, N W  1/4

S e c t i o n  28: W  1/2, N W  1/4

S e c t i o n s  29-31: all

S e c t i o n  32: N W  1/4

(9) T o w n s h i p  14 South, R a n g e  14 E a s t ,  F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n s  1 - 6 :  all

Sec. 1 6 . 2 0 . 3 1 0 .  GAME M A N A G E M E N T  PLAN. (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of 

f ish an d  game s h a l l  d e v e l o p  a n d  m a y  a m e n d  a g a m e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  for 

b i s o n  in the a r e a  d e s c r i b e d  in AS 1 6 . 2 0 . 30 0 .  A f t e r  h o l d i n g  p u b l i c  

h e a r i n g s  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 3 1 0  a n d  4 4 . 6 2 . 3 1 2 ,  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  

s h a l l  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  game m a n a g e m e n t  plan.

(b) Th e g a m e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  shall i n c l u d e ,  b u t  is not l i m i t e d  to,

(1) p l a n t i n g  g r a i n s  for b i s o n  a n d  p l a n t i n g  o t h e r  w i l d l i f e

f o r a g e ;

(2) a l t e r i n g  e x i s t i n g  p l a n t  c o v e r  to c r e a t e  a d d i t i o n a l  r a n g e 

an d  y e a r - r o u n d  h a b i t a t  for b i s o n  a n d  o ther a n i m a l  s p e c i e s  in the area;

(3) t i l l i n g  to p r o d u c e  forage.

(c) Th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  s h a l l  d e v e l o p  a n d  a m e n d  the 

g a m e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  to c o o r d i n a t e ,  as c l o s e l y  as p o s s i b l e ,  the gam e 

m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  w i t h  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the A g r i c u l t u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  

A u t h o r i t y ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  the Bi g  D e l t a  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t .

Sec. 1 6 . 2 0 . 3 2 0 .  A C T I V I T I E S  O N  R A N G E  A R E A .  N o t h i n g  in A S  1 6 . 2 0 . -  

3 0 0  - 1 6 . 2 0 . 3 2 0  s h a l l  be c o n s t r u e d  as p r o h i b i t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  on land 

d e s c r i b e d  in A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 3 0 0  w h i c h  are o t h e r w i s e  p e r m i t t e d  in a c c o r d a n c e
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w i t h  the l a w s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  of this state, i n c l u d i n g ,  but n o t  l i m i t e d  

to, h u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  e n g a g i n g  in r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  u s i n g  the 

l a n d  for a c c e s s  to a d j a c e n t  areas.
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