
1

2

3

4

6

6

7

8

0

10

11

12

13

14

16

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

2G

26

27

2G

28

s p o n s o r :  P h i l l i p s O ffe r e d :  3/21/80
R e fe r r e d :  F in a n ce

BY T H E  HEALTH, E D U C A T I O N  A N D  
N T H E  H O U S E  S O C I A L  SE RV IC ES  C O M M I T T E E

CS F OR  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 15

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S ES SI ON

A B I L L

or an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to the A l a s k a  l o n g e v i t y  bon us j a n d

p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  date ."  

iE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 4 7 . 4 5 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

(a) A p e r s o n  wh o is 65 y e a r s  of age o r  over, w h o  w a s  d o m i c i l e d  in 

the t e r r i t o r y  o n  or b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  3, 195 9 a n d  who ha s m a i n t a i n e d  a 

c o n t i n u o u s  d o m i c i l e  in th e t e r r i t o r y  or s t a t e  for 25 y e a r s  or w h o  ha s

i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  m a i n t a i n e d  a d o m i c i l e  in t h e  t e r r i t o r y  or s t a t e  for a

c u m u l a t i v e  t o t a l  of 30 yea rs , m a y  a p p l y  to  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of a d m i n i s­

t r a t i o n  for q u a l i f i c a t i o n  to r e c e i v e  a m o n t h l y  bonus of $150.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 7 . 4 5 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a ne w s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(d) For the  p u r p o s e s  of (a) of this section, a p e r s o n  is c o n­

s i d e r e d  to h a v e  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  m a i n t a i n e d  a do micile in the t e r r i t o r y  or 

s t a t e

(1) if he is p h y s i c a l l y  p r e s e n t  in the s t a t e  w h e n  he  a p p l i e s  

for t h e  m o n t h l y  b o n u s  > a n d

(2) if e a c h  of the p e r i o d s  m a k i n g  up the 30 y e a r s  of d o m i c i l e  

is 1 2  mo n t h s  or m o r e  in length.

* Sec. 3. AS 4 7 . 4 5 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 4 7 . 4 5 . 0 3 0 .  A B S E N C E  F R O M  T H E  S T A T E .  A r e c i p i e n t  s ha ll  n o t i f y

t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w h e n  h e  expects to be a b s e n t  f r o m  the

s t a t e  if the a b s e n c e  is for a c o n t i n u o u s  p e r i o d  tha t e x c e e d s  30 days. 

A f t e r  that n o t i f i c a t i o n ,  the r e c i p i e n t  s h a l l  no l o n g e r  r e c e i v e  b o n u s e s

f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a f t e r  his last r e g u l a r l y  a p p r o v e d
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m o n t h l y  appl ic ati on . U p o n  his re t u r n  to the s tat e he m a y  again make 

a p p l i c a t i o n  for a b o n u s .  [WHENEVER TH E A B S E N C E  IS FOR A C O N T I N U O U S  

P E R I O D  THA T  E X C EE DS  1 8 0  DAYS T H E  R E C I P I E N T  SHALL BE D I S Q U A L I F I E D  FR O M  

R E C E I V I N G  BONUSES F O R  TH E NEX T 12 C A L E N D A R  MON THS  A F T E R  H I S  RETURN TO 

T H E  STATE. H OW EVER, W H E N  THE C O M M I S S I O N E R  OF A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  D E T E R M I N E S  

A  P E R I O D  OF A B S E N C E  IS BEYOND T H E  C O N T R O L  OF THE R E C I P I E N T ,  HE MAY NOT  

BE DIS Q U A L I F I E D ,  IF H E  STILL O T H E R W I S E  Q U A L I F I E S  U P O N  HIS RETURN T O  T H E  

STATE.] Co ntinual a b s e n c e s  f r o m  the state, even t h o u g h  reported, a n d  

fa i l u r e  to n ot i f y  th e c o m mi ss ion er  of a n  e xp e c t e d  a b s e n c e  may be g r o u n d s  

for d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n .

* Sec. 4. AS 4 7 . 4 5 . 1 7 0  is amended to read:

Sec. 47.45.170. PURPOSE. The sole purpose of this chapter is to 

off er  and provide all law-abiding A l a s k a n s  capab le  of m a n a g i n g  their o wn  

af f ai rs  w ho  have m a i n t a i n e d  a d o m i c i l e  in the s ta te  for at least 25 

years c o n t i n u o u s l y  or in ter m i t t e n t l y  for 30 years an d h a v e  reached a 

r e t i r e m e n t  age of 65, an incentive to c o n t i n u e  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  re s i d e n c y  

in the state. U n d e r  n o  circumstances s h a l l  this c h a p t e r  b e  c ons i d e r e d  a 

form, type, or m a n n e r ,  of public relief. Bonuses m a d e  u n d e r  this c h a p­

ter are not p r e d i c a t e d  on need e v e n  t h o u g h  they m a y  a p p e a r  to prov id e 

s u p p l e m e n t a l  income t o  some q u a l i f i e d  p e r so ns  w h o  w o u l d  ot h e r w i s e  be 

f o r c e d  to bec om e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of the state. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f u r t h e r  

finds an d states t ha t  this le g i s l a t i o n  r e c o g n i z e s  the e c o n o m i c  h a r d s h i p s  

s u f f e r e d  by ma n y  e l d e r l y  Alaskans, A l a s k a n s  who t h r o u g h  t h eir  t en ac ity 

a n d  p e r s e v e r a n c e  m o l d e d  Alaska as we k n o w  it t h r o u g h  s k i l l f u l  a p p l i c a­

ti o n  of their talen ts . These p i o n e e r s  a r e  the s a m e  A l a s kan s,  who in the 

p r i m e  of their life w e r e  in e f f e c t  t r e a t e d  as s e c o n d - c l a s s  citizens b y

the fe d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  and who  p a i d  m u c h  of their h a r d - e a r n e d  income to

a g o v e r n m e n t  in w h i c h  they did n o t  h a v e  th e right to p a r t i c i p a t e  t h r o u g h

the p o w e r  of the b a l l o t .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  also is a w a r e  of the fact that
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m a n y  of t he se  p i o n e e r s  h a v e  b e e n  forc ed to live o u t  t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t  

y e a r s  in a r e a s  far  away f r o m  t h e  land th e y  lo ve d a n d  n u r t u r e d  a n d  t h e r e­

b y  also s u f f e r i n g ,  in m a n y  cases, the loss of f a m i l i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  

t hei r own kin, a n  e x p e r i e n c e  t ha t  is sa d a n d  f r u s t r a t i n g  to t h e m  as w e l l  

as d e p r i v i n g  n e w  g e n e r a t i o n s  of Al as k a n s  of the b e n e f i t s  of t h e i r  w i s d o m  

an d e x p e r i e n c e .  This  l e g i s l a t i o n  h o p e f u l l y  w i l l  p r o v i d e  our  p i o n e e r s  

w i t h  the e c o n o m i c  means to r e m a i n  in an d c o n t i n u e  to s e r v e  th ei r state 

an d to e n j o y  the  o p p o r t u n i t y  of a i d i n g  the n e w  A l a s k a n  in m a k i n g  this 

s t a t e  t r u l y  " T h e  G r e a t  L a n d . "

* Sec. 5. T h i s  A c t  takes e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1980.

m i
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