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Introdu ce d:  1 / 2 4 / 7 9
Re ferred: Healt h,  E d u c a t i o n  &
So ci a l  S e r v i c e s  and F i n a n c e

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY P H I L L I P S

H O U S E  BILL N O .  15 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T AT E O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F IR ST  S E S S I O N  

A B IL L

For a n  Act en t i t l e d :  " An  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  A la s k a  l o n g e v i t y  b o n u s . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 4 7 . 4 5 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A  p e r s o n  w h o  is 65 y ear s o f  ag e or over, w h o  was  d o m i c i l e d  in 

the t e r r i t o r y  o n  or b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  3, 1959 a n d  w h o  h a s  m a i n t a i n e d  a 

c o n t i n u o u s  d o m i c i l e  in the t e r r i t o r y  o r  state for 25 y e a r s  or h a s  i n t e r­

m i t t e n t l y  m a i n t a i n e d  a d o m i c i l e  in t h e  t e r r i t o r y  or s t a t e  for a c u m u l a­

tiv e  total of 30 yea rs , m a y  a p p l y  t o  th e c o m m i s s i o n e r  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

for q u a l i f i c a t i o n  to r e c e i v e  a m o n t h l y  bonus o f  $150.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 7 . 4 5 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(d) For the p u r p o s e s  of (a) o f  this se ct io n, a p e r s o n  h a s  i n t e r­

m i t t e n t l y  m a i n t a i n e d  a d omi c i l e  in t h e  t e r r i t o r y  or s t a t e  o n l y  if he  h a s  

b e e n  p h y s i c a l l y  p r e s e n t  in the s t a t e  for five y ears i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e­

c e d i n g  his a p p l i c a t i o n  an d if the p e r i o d s  c u m u l a t i n g  30 years a r e  12 

m o n t h s  or m or e  in length.

* Sec. 3. AS 4 7 . 4 5 . 1 7 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 4 7 . 4 5 . 1 7 0 .  PURPOSE. T h e  s o l e  p u r p o s e  of this c h a p t e r  is to  

o f f e r  a n d  p r o v i d e  all l a w - a b i d i n g  A l a s k a n s  c a p a b l e  of m a n a g i n g  t h e i r  o w n  

a f f a i r s  w h o  h a v e  m a i n t a i n e d  a d o m i c i l e  in the s t at e fo r at l e a s t  25 

y e a r s  c o n t i n u o u s l y  or 30 y e a r s  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  a n d  h a v e  r e a c h e d  a r e t i r e­

m e n t  age of 65, a n  i n c e n t i v e  to c o n t i n u e  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  r e s i d e n c y  i n  t h e  

sta te . U n d e r  n o  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s h a l l  this c h a p t e r  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a f or m,  

type, or ma n n e r ,  of p u b l i c  r e li ef.  B o n u s e s  m a d e  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  a r e  

n o t  p r e d i c a t e d  o n  n e e d  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  m a y  a p p e a r  to p r o v i d e  s u p p l e -
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m e n t a l  I n c o m e  to s o m e  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s  w h o  w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  be f o r c e d  to 

b e c o m e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of the state. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f u r t h e r  f i n d s  a n d  

s t a t e s  th a t  this l e g i s l a t i o n  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h a r d s h i p s  s u f f e r e d  

b y  m a n y  e l d e r l y  A l a s k a n s ,  A l a s k a n s  w h o  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  t e n a c i t y  a n d  p e r­

s e v e r a n c e  m o l d e d  A l a s k a  as w e  k n o w  it t h r o u g h  s k i l l f u l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of 

t h e i r  t a l e n t s .  T h e s e  p i o n e e r s  a r e  the s a m e  A l a s k a n s ,  w h o  i n  t h e  p r i m e  

o f  t h e i r  l if e  w e r e  i n  e f f e c t  t r e a t e d  as s e c o n d - c l a s s  c i t i z e n s  b y  the 

f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  w h o  p a i d  m u c h  of t h e i r  h a r d - e a r n e d  i n c o m e  to a 

g o v e r n m e n t  in w h i c h  t h e y  did n o t  h a v e  th e r i g h t  to p a r t i c i p a t e  t h r o u g h  

t h e  p o w e r  o f  the b a l l o t .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a l s o  is aw ar e of t h e  fac t  th a t  

m a n y  of t h e s e  p i o n e e r s  h a v e  b e e n  f o r c e d  to l i v e  out t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t  

y e a r s  in a r e a s  fa r a w a y  f r o m  the land t h e y  l o v e d  and n u r t u r e d  a n d  t h e r e­

b y  al s o  s u f f e r i n g ,  in m a n y  ca ses , the loss o f  f a m i l i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  

t h e i r  o w n  kin, a n  e x p e r i e n c e  that is s a d  a n d  f r u s t r a t i n g  to t h e m  as w e l l  

as d e p r i v i n g  n e w  g e n e r a t i o n s  of A l a s k a n s  of  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of t h e i r  w i s d o m  

a n d  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  h o p e f u l l y  w i l l  p r o v i d e  o u r  p i o n e e r s  

w i t h  the e c o n o m i c  m e a n s  to r e m a i n  in a n d  c o n t i n u e  to s e r v e  t h e i r  s t a t e  

a n d  to e n j o y  the o p p o r t u n i t y  of a i d i n g  the n e w  A l a s k a n  in m a k i n g  this 

s t a t e  t r u l y  "The G r e a t  L a n d . "
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