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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  R o g e r s  O f f e r e d :  1 / 3 0 / 7 9
R e f e r r e d ;  J u d i c i a r y

I N  T H E  H O U S E  BY T H E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  H O U S E  BILL NO. 6 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  time s c h e d u l e s  for the o r d e r l y

o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E S TA T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 2 4 . 0 5 . 0 8 0  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 24.05 .0 8 0 .  T E R M S .  T h e  ter m  of e a c h  m e m b e r  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  

b e g i n s  o n  the first M o n d a y  i n  D e c e m b e r  f o l l o w i n g  the g e n e r a l  ele c t i o n . 

T h e  t e r m  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  is two y ears a n d  t h e  t e r m  of s e n a t o r s  is 

f o u r  years. O n e - h a l f  of t h e  s e n a t o r s  are e l e c t e d  e v e r y  two years.

* Sec. 2. A S  2 4 . 0 5 . 0 9 0  is r e p e a l e d  and r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 24.05 . 0 9 0 .  R E G U L A R  S E SSIONS. (a) A l e g i s l a t u r e  is of tw o  

y e a r s  d u r a t i o n  and c o n s i s t s  of a first r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n ,  a s e c o n d  r e g u l a r  

s e s s i o n ,  a n d  any s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  or s e s s i o n s  c o n v e n e d  d u r i n g  that 

p e r i o d .

(b) T h e  f irst r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  shall c o n v e n e  at the c a p i t a l  at 2:00 

p.m. local time o n  the f i r s t  M o n d a y  in D e c e m b e r  o f  e a c h  e v e n - n u m b e r e d  

y e a r  fo r  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p e r i o d  to e l e c t  o f f i c e r s ,  sel e c t  c h a i r m e n  and 

m e m b e r s  of s t a n d i n g  c o m m i t t e e s ,  c o n s id e r  a n d  ac t  o n  other m a t t e r s  r e­

la t i n g  to o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  p a r t i c i p a t e  in o r i e n t a t i o n  pro g r am s ,  an d  the n 

r e c e s s  u n t i l  10:00 a.m. o n  th e  s e c o n d  M o n d a y  in J a n u a r y .  T h e  rules 

c o m m i t t e e s  m a y  m e e t  s e p a r a t e l y  or j o i n t l y  d u r i n g  or i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t er  

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p e r i o d  t o  r e v i e w  and m a k e  p r e l i m i n a r y  or f i n a l  d e c i­

si o n s  on  m e m b e r  a n d  c o m m i t t e e  s p a c e  an d  s t a f f  r e q u e s t s  a n d  tak e  o t h e r  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c t i o n  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  law, r u l e  a n d  the l e g i s l a t i v e  

b u d g e t .  T h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  b i l l s  and the f o r m a l  r e c e i p t  of
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the a n n u a l  re p o r t  of the g o v e r n o r  an d  reports f r o m  a g e n c i es  w i l l  be in 

o r d e r  u p o n  the r e c o n v e n i n g  of the s e s s i o n  in J a n uary. The days of the 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p e r i o d  are c o n s i d e r e d  days in s e s s i o n  for the p u r p o s e  of 

p a y i n g  m e m b e r s  the pe r  d i e m  a u t h o r i z e d  by law.

(c) T h e  s e c o n d  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  c o n venes at the capital at 1 0 : 0 0  

a.m. o n  t h e  se c o nd  M o n d a y  in J a n u a r y  in the o d d - n u m b e r e d  year u n l e s s  the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  a p proves a d i f f e r e n t  dat e  by the a d o p t i o n  of a c o n c u r r e n t  

r e s o l u t i o n  by a vot e  of the m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  of each h o u s e  d u r i n g 

the p r e c e d i n g  r e g u l a r  or special session.

* Sec. 3. A S  37.07.060(b) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) T h e  g o v e r n o r  shall p r e s e n t  the p r o p o s e d  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  o p e r­

a t i n g  a n d  capital imp r o ve m e n t s  p r o g r a m s  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  plans in a m e s s a g e  

to a j o i n t  s e s s i on  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  be f o r e  the f o u r t h  l e g i s l a t i v e  day 

f o l l o w i n g  the c o n v e n i n g  or r e c o n v e n i n g  of the l e g i s l a t ur e  in r e g u l a r  

s e s s i o n  in J a n u a r y  of eac h  year. A g o v e r n o r  p r e s e n t i n g  the b u d g e t  for 

the f i r s t  time a ft e r  his f irst e l e c t i o n  will p r e s e n t  his m e s s a g e  b e f o r e  

the 1 0 t h  day of the r e c o n v e n e d  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n . T h e  m e s s a g e  s h al l  be 

a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a n  e x p l a n a t o r y  r e p o r t  w h i c h  s u m m a r i z e s  r e c o m m e n d e d  goals, 

plans, a n d  ap p r o p r iations. T h e  r e p o r t  shall c o n t a i n

(1) the c o o r d i n a t e d  p r o g r a m  goals and o b j e ct i v e s  w h i c h  the 

g o v e r n o r  r e c o m m e n ds  to g u i d e  the dec i s i o n s  on the p r o p o s e d  p r o g r a m  plans 

a n d  b u d g e t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ;

(2) h i s  o p e r a t i n g  p r o g r a m  and b u d g e t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  the 

s u c c e e d i n g  fiscal years

(3) his capital i m p r o v e m e n t s  p r o g r a m  a n d  budget r e c o m m e n d a­

tions f o r  the s u c c e e d i n g  f is c a l  y e a r  and c a p i t a l  i m p r ov e m e n t s  p r o g r a m  

f o r  the  s u c c e e d i n g  six fiscal y e a r s  w h i c h  shall include

(A) a d e s c r i p t i o n  of eac h  p r o ject, its e s t i m a t e d  cost 

f o r  the y e a r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  is to start, an d  the source of financing;
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(B) a s u m m a r y  of p r o j e c t s  p r e v i o u s l y  a u t h o r i z e d  a n d  not 

yet co m p l e t e d ;

(C) a s u m m a ry ,  l i s t e d  by agenc y ,  of all p r e v i o u s l y  

p r o p o s e d  p r o j e c t s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  d e f e r r e d  b e y o n d  th e s i x  y e a r s 

c o v e r e d  by the p l a n  a n d  the y e a r  in w h i c h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  

r e s c h e d u l e d  to  b e g i n ;

(D) a f o r e c a s t  of the debt s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  s t a t e  an d  

the v a r i o u s  d e b t  r a t i o s  o ver the life of the state ' s  b o n d s  o u t­

standing,  b o n d s  a u t h o r i z e d  a n d  to be issu e d ,  an d  b o n d  a u t h o r i z a­

tions r e c o m m e n d e d  in the plan;

(E) a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  r e v e n u e  m e a s u r e s  n e e d e d  

to f i n a n c e  t h e  p l a n  in lieu of debt;

(F) b o n d  e l e c t i o n  b i l ls  to a u t h o r i z e  the b o n d s  r e q u i r e d  

to f u n d  the p r o j e c t s  s c h e d u l e d  for the f i r s t  three y e a r s  of the 

plan;

(G) p r o j e c t i o n s  of p o p u l a t i o n  of the s t a t e  a n d  its 

r e g i o n s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s ;

(H) e c o n o m i c  d a t a  a n d  p r o j e c t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  for the 

e v a l u a t i o n  o f  th e  plan;

(4) a s u m m a r y  of s t a t e  recei p t s  in the last f i s c a l  year, a

r e v i s e d  e s t i m a t e  f o r  the c u r r e n t  f i s c a l  year, a n d  an e s t i m a t e  for the

s u c c e e d i n g  f is c a l  year;

(5) a s u m m a r y  of e x p e n d i t u r e s  d u r i n g  the last f i s c a l  year,

t h o s e  a u t h o r i z e d  f o r  the c u r r e n t  f i s c a l  year, a n d  an e s t i m a t e  for t h e

s u c c e e d i n g  f i s c a l  year;

(6) a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  wil l f a c i l i t a t e  u n d e r­

s t a n d i n g  of the  g o v e r n o r ' s  p r o p o s e d  p r o g r a m s  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  p l a ns  b y  t h e 

l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  public.

*  Sec. 4. AS 2 4 . 3 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:
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Sec. 2 4 . 3 0 . 0 6 5 .  T I M E  L I M I T  FOR R E Q U E S T I N G  A N D  I N T R O D U C I N G  BILLS.

(a) T h e  f o l l o w i n g  t i m e  limits g o v e r n  s u b m i s s i o n  of r e q u e s t s  for a n d  the 

i n t r o d u c t i o n  of b i l l s  i n  the s e c o n d  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  

u n l e s s  b y  c o n c u r r e n t  r e s o l u t i o n  an e a r l i e r  or l a t e r  dat e is a d o p t e d  b y

a n  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  of t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  of e a c h  house:

(1) P e r s o n a l  r e q u e s t s  for r e s e a r c h  a n d  for d r a f t i n g  of b i l l s  

m a y  be s u b m i t t e d  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  s e v e n  c a l e n d a r  d a y s  b e f o r e  the d e a d l i n e  

f o r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  bills.

(2) N o  p e r s o n a l  b i l l  m a y  be i n t r o d u c e d  a f t e r  the 4 0 t h  d a y  of 

t h e  s e c o n d  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n .

(b) T h e  g o v e r n o r  s hall h a v e  h i s l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o g r a m  i n t r o d u c e d  

t h r o u g h  e i t h e r  r u l e s  c o m m i t t e e  as a u t h o r i z e d  b y  A S  2 4 . 3 0 . 0 6 0 ( b )  no l at e r  

t h a n  the 5 0 t h  day  o f  e i t h e r  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  u n l e s s  b y  a l e t t e r  to the 

p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r s  h e  a s s e r t s  that the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of a b i l l  is a 

m a t t e r  of u r g e n c y  w h i c h  w a s n o t  c o n t e m p l a t e d  w h e n  he s u b m i t t e d  his 

pr o g r a m .

(c) B i l l s  i n t r o d u c e d  a f t e r  the p e r s o n a l  b i l l  d e a d l i n e  b y  a s t a n d­

ing, s p e c i a l  o r  i n t e r i m  c o m m i t t e e  "B y  R e q u e s t "  m a y  be i n t r o d u c e d  o n l y  if 

a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a s i g n e d  s t a t e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  c h a i r m a n  t h a t  a m a j o r i t y  of

the m e m b e r s h i p  a p p r o v e s  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  "By R e q u e s t " .

(d) A f t e r  t h e  p e r s o n a l  b i l l  d e a d l i n e ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  and 

legal s t a f f s  w i l l  g i v e  p r i o r i t y  a t t e n t i o n  to t h e  n e e d s  of  c o m m i t t e e s  for 

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n a l y s i s ,  a m e n d m e n t s ,  o p i n i o n s  a n d  s u b s t i t u t e  bi l l s .  Th i s  

w o r k  w i l l  t a k e  p r e c e d e n c e  o v e r  a n y  p e r s o n a l  r e q u e s t s  f o r  r e s o l u t i o n s  an d  

o t h e r  s e r v i c e s .
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