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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  P a r r  O f f e r e d :  2 / 1 6 / 7 9
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y

B Y  THE H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  A N D
IN T H E  H O U S E  S OC I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 2 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

Fo r  a n  A c t  e n t i tl e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  m e n t a l l y  i l l  p e r s o n s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g

f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 4 7 . 3 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to r ead:

A R T I C L E  6. M E N T A L  H E A L T H  P R O G R A M .

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 6 5 5 .  P UR P O S E .  T h e  p u r p o s e  of t h i s  m a j o r  r e v i s i o n  o f  

A l a s k a  civil c o m m i t m e n t  s t a t u t e s  is to m o r e  a d e q u a t e l y  p r o t e c t  th e  l e g a l 

r i g h t s  of p e r s o n s  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  m e n t a l  i l l ne s s .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  ha s 

a t t e m p t e d  to b a l a n c e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  to p h y s i c a l  

l i b e r t y  an d  t h e  s t a t e ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  (1) p r o t e c t i n g  s o c i e t y  f r o m  p e r s o n s  

w h o  a r e  d a n g e r o u s  t o  others; a n d  (2) p r o t e c t i n g  p e r s o n s  w h o  a r e  d a n­

g e r o u s  to t h e m s e l v e s ,  b y  p r o v i d i n g  due  p r o c e s s  s a f e g u a r d s  at all s t a g e s  

o f  c o m m i t m e n t  p r o c e e d i n g s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  the f o l l o w i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  of 

m o d e r n  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c a r e  h a v e  g u i d e d  this r e v i s i o n :

(1) t h a t  p e r s o n s  b e  g i v e n  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a c c e p t  v o l u n­

t a r y  t r e a t m e n t  b e f o r e  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  the j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m ;

(2) t h a t  p e r s o n s  b e  t r e a t e d  in t h e  l e a s t  r e s t r i c t i v e  a l t e r­

n a t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e i r  t r e a t m e n t  n e e d s ;

(3) t h a t  t r e a t m e n t  o c c u r  as p r o m p t l y  as p o s s i b l e  a n d  as c l o s e  

t o  th e  i n d i v i d u a l '8 h o m e  as p o s s i b l e ;

(4) t h a t  a s y s t e m  o f  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c o m m u n i t y  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  

s u p p o r t s  b e  a v a i l a b l e ;

(5) t h a t  p a t i e n t s  b e  i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e i r  l e g a l  r i g h t s  a n d  b e 

i n f o r m e d  o f  a n d  a l l o w e d  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in t h e i r  t r e a t m e n t  p r o g r a m  as



m u c h  as possible;

(6) that p e r s o n s  w h o  are m e n t a l l y  ill b u t  not da n gerous to 

o t h e r s  b e  c o m m i t t e d  o n l y  if t h er e  is a r e a s o n a b l e  e x p e c t a t i o n  of i m­

p r o v i n g  their m e n t a l  condition.

S ec. 4 7.30.660. PO W ER S  A N D  D U T I E S  OF D E P A R T M E N T .  Th e  d e partment 

is th e  men t a l  h e a l t h  a u t h o r i t y  of the state a n d  s h a l l

(1) a d m i n i s t e r  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p r o g r a m  for the p r e v e n t i o n  o f

m e n t a l  illness an d  the care a n d  tre a t m en t  of th e  m e n t a l l y  ill, i n c l u d i n g

i n p a t i e n t  and o u t p a t i e n t  care and tr eatment a n d  the p r o c u r e m e n t  of 

s e r v i c e s  of s p e c i a l i s t s  or other perso n s  on a c o n t r a c t u a l  or other 

b a s i s ;

(2) take the a ct i o n s  and u n d e r t a k e  t h e  o b l i g a ti o n s  w h i c h  are 

n e c e s s a r y  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in federal g r a n t s - i n - a i d  programs and accept 

f e d e r a l  or o ther f i nancial ai d  from w h a t e v e r  s o u r c e s  for the study, 

e x a m i n a t i o n ,  care, and t r e at m e n t  of the m e n t a l l y  ill;

(3) a d m i n i s t e r  A S  4 7 . 3 0 . 6 5 5  - 4 7 . 3 0 . 9 1 5 ;

(4) designate, operate, an d  m a i n t a i n  tre a t m e nt  facil i t i es

e q u i p p e d  a n d  q u a l i f i e d  to p r o v i d e  in p a t i e n t  a n d  o u t p a t i e n t  care and 

t r e a t m e n t  for the m e n t a l l y  ill;

(5) p r o v i d e  for the p l a c e m e n t  of m e n t a l l y  ill p a t i e nt s  in 

d e s i g n a t e d  t r e a t m e n t  f acilities;

(6) e n t e r  into a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i t h  g o v e r n m e n t a l  a g e ncies fo r  

t h e  care or t r e a t m e n t  of the m e n t a l l y  ill i n  f a c i l i t i e s  of the g o v e r n­

m e n t a l  ag encies in the s t a t e  or in a n o t h e r state;

(7) e n t e r  into con t r a c t s  with t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l it i e s  for th e 

c u s t o d y  and car e  or t r e a t m e n t  of the m e n t a l l y  ill;

(8) e n t dr  into con t r a c t s  w h i c h  i n c o r p o r a t e  safe g u a r d s  c o n s i s­

t e n t  wit h  AS 4 7 . 3 0 . 6 5 5  - 4 7 . 3 0 . 9 1 5  and th e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of the civil 

r i g h t s  of the p a t i e n t s  w i t h  a n o t h er  state f o r  the c u s t o d y  and care or
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t r e a t m e n t  of p a t i e n t s  p r e vi o u s l y  c o m m i t t e d  f r o m  this s t a t e  u n d e r  48 

U.S. C . ,  sec. 46 et seq., and P.L. 830, 8 4 t h  C o n g r e s s ,  2nd S e s s i on ,  70 

Stat. 7 0 9 i

(9) p r e s c r i b e  the for m  of a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  r e c or d s ,  reports, 

r e q u e s t s  for r e l e a s e  a n d  consents to m e d i c a l  or p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t r e at m e n t 

r e q u i r e d  by AS 4 7 . 3 0 . 6 5 5  - 47.30.915j

(10) r e q u i r e  reports from the h e a d  of a t r e a t m e n t  f a ci l i t y 

c o n c e r n i n g  the c a r e  o f  patientsj

(11) v i s i t  each treatment, f a c i l i t y  at l e a st  a n n u a l l y  to r e v i e w  

m e t h o d s  of care o r  tre a t me n t  for p a t i e n t s ;

(12) i n v e s t i g a t e  c o mplaints m a d e  b y  a p a t i e n t  or a n  i n t e r e s t e d  

p a r t y  on b e h a l f  o f  a patientj

(13) d e l e g a t e  u p o n  m u t u a l  a g r e e m e n t  to a n o t h e r  o f f i c e r  or 

a g e n c y  of it, or a pol i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  of this state, or a t r e a t m e n t  

f a c i l i t y  d e s i g n a t e d ,  any of the duties a n d  po w e r s  i m p o s e d  u p o n  it b y  AS

4 7 . 3 0 . 6 5 5  - 4 7 . 3 0 . 9 1 5 j  and

(14) p r o m u l g a t e  re g u la t i o n s  to i m p l e m e n t  the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS

4 7 . 3 0 . 6 5 5  - 4 7 . 3 0 . 9 1 5 .

A R T I C L E  7. V O L U N TA R Y  A D M I S S I O N  FOR T R E A T M E N T .

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 6 7 0 .  STANDARDS FOR V O L U N T A R Y  A D M I S S I O N .  A  p e r s o n  14

y e a r s  of age or o l d e r  may be v o l u n t a r i l y  a d m i t t e d  to a t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l­

ity if he is s u f f e r i n g  from men t a l  i l l n e s s  and he v o l u n t a r i l y  signs the 

a d m i s s i o n  p a p e r s .

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 6 7 5 .  NOTICE O F  R I G H T S.  (a) U p o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  for

v o l u n t a r y  a d m i s s i o n  a person shall be g i v e n  a c o p y  of the f o l l o w i n g

d o c u m e n t s  w h i c h  s h a l l  be e x p l a i n e d  to h i m  as n e c e s s a r y :

(1) n o t i c e  of rights as set  o u t  in AS 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 2 5  - 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 6 5

a n d  an e x p l a n a t i o n  of any d o cu m e n t  s e r v e d  u p o n  him j a n d

(2) n o t i c e  that s h o u l d  h e  d e s i r e  to l e a v e  at a tim e  w h e n  the

-3- C S H B  2
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t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  h e  is m e n t a l l y  ill a n d  as a r e s u l t  is 

li k e l y  to c a u s e  s e r i o u s  h a r m  t o  h i m s e l f  or o t h e r s  or is g r a v e l y  d i s ­

abled, t h e  f a c i l i t y  c o u l d  i n i t i a t e  c o m m i t m e n t  p r o c e e d i n g s  a g a i n s t  h i m .

(b) If the a p p l i c a n t  for v o l u n t a r y  a d m i s s i o n  d o e s  no t  u n d e r s t a n d  

E n g l i s h ,  the e x p l a n a t i o n  shall b e  g i v e n  in a l a n g u a g e  h e  u n d e r s t a n d s .

Se c .  4 7 . 3 0 . 6 8 0 .  D I S C H A R G E  O F  V O L U N T A R Y  P A T I E N T S .  Th e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

p e r s o n  in  ch a r g e  o f  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  or h i s  d e s i g n e e  s h a l l  d i s ­

cha r g e  a n y  p a t i e n t  w h o  no l o n g e r  m e e t s  the s t a n d a r d s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  A S  

4 7 . 3 0 . 6 7 0 .

Sec .  4 7 . 3 0 . 6 8 5 .  N O T I C E  O F  I N T E N T  T O  L E A V E  F A C I L I T Y ;  C O M M I T M E N T .  A 

v o l u n t a r y  p a t i e n t  w h o  is 14 y e a r s  o f  a g e  or o l d e r  a n d  w h o  d e s i r e s  to 

leave a t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  m u s t  s u b m i t  to the f a c i l i t y  a w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  

of i n t e n t  to l eave o n  a f o r m  p r o v i d e d  to h i m  b y  the f a c i l i t y .  U p o n  

i m m e d i a t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n  in c h a r g e  of t h e  t r e a t­

ment f a c i l i t y  or a d e s i g n a t e d  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s h a l l  e v a l u a t e  

the p a t i e n t  in w r i t i n g  an d d i s c h a r g e  t h e  p a t i e n t  i m m e d i a t e l y  or g i v e  h i m  

w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  t hat i n v o l u n t a r y  c o m m i t m e n t  p r o c e e d i n g s  w i l l  b e  i n i t i a t e d  

a g a i n s t  him. T h e  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  m a y  d e t a i n  t h e  p a t i e n t  for n o  m o r e  

than 4 8  h o u r s  a f t e r  r e c e i p t  of t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  n o t i c e  of i n t e n t  to l e a v e  

in o r d e r  to i n i t i a t e  i n v o l u n t a r y  c o m m i t m e n t  p r o c e e d i n g s .

Sec . 4 7 . 3 0 . 6 9 0 .  V O L U N T A R Y  A D M I S S I O N  O F  M I N O R S  U N D E R  14 Y E A R S  O F  

AGE. (a) A m i n o r  u n d e r  the a g e  o f  1 4  m a y  be a d m i t t e d  fo r  30 d a y s  

e v a l u a t i o n ,  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  a t  a d e s i g n a t e d  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  

if h i s  p a r e n t  or g u a r d i a n  s i g n s  t h e  a d m i s s i o n  p a p e r s  a n d  if, in t h e  

o p i n i o n  of  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n  i n  c h a r g e  of t h e  f a c i l i t y ,

(1) h e  is g r a v e l y  d i s a b l e d  o r  is s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  m e n t a l  i l l -  

as a r e s u l t  h e  is l i k e l y  t o  c a u s e  s e r i o u s  h a r m  to h i m s e l f  o r

less r e s t r i c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r 

- 4 -  C S H B  2
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h i s  t r e a t m e n t ;  a n d

(3) t h e r e  is r e a s o n  to b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  m e n t a l  

c o n d i t i o n  c o u l d  b e  i m p r o v e d  b y  the c o u r s e  of t r e a t m e n t .

(b) T h e  m i n o r  m a y  b e  r e l e a s e d  b y  the t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  at an y  

t i m e  d u r i n g  the 3 0 - d a y  p e r i o d  if the p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n  in c h a r g e  of 

t h e  f a c i l i t y  or h i s  d e s i g n a t e d  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  

m i n o r  w o u l d  no l o n g e r  b e n e f i t  f r o m  c o n t i n u e d  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  an d  the 

m i n o r  is n o t  d a n g e r o u s .  T h e  m i n o r ' s  p a r e n t s  o r  h i s  g u a r d i a n  m u s t  be 

n o t i f i e d  b y  the f a c i l i t y  o f  th e  c o n t e m p l a t e d  r e l e a s e  and that, u n l e s s  

t h e y  i n i t i a t e  i n v o l u n t a r y  c o m m i t m e n t  p r o c e e d i n g s ,  the m i n o r  w i l l  be 

r e l e a s e d .

S e c .  4 7 . 3 0 . 6 9 5 .  N O T I C E  O F  R E Q U E S T  FO R  R E L E A S E  O F  M I N O R S  U N D E R  14 

Y E A R S  O F  A G E  F R O M  V O L U N T A R Y  D E T E N T I O N  A N D  C O M M I T M E N T .  T h e  p a r e n t  or 

g u a r d i a n  of a n y  m i n o r  w h o  is less t h a n  14 y e a r s  o f  age m a y  r e q u e s t  a n d  

o b t a i n  i m m e d i a t e  r e l e a s e  o f  the m i n o r  at a n y  time.

A R T I C L E  8. I N V O L U N T A R Y  A D M I S S I O N  F O R  T R E A T M E N T .

S e c .  4 7 . 3 0 . 7 0 0 .  I N I T I A T I O N  O F  I N V O L U N T A R Y  C O M M I T M E N T  P R O C E D U R E S ,

(a) U p o n  p e t i t i o n  of a n y  a d u l t  p e r s o n ,  a j u d g e  m a y  i ssue a n  e x  p a r t e  

o r d e r  o r a l l y ,  o r  in w r i t i n g ,  w i t h i n  4 8  h o u r s  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n  s t a t i n g  

t h a t  t h e r e  is p r o b a b l e  c a u s e  to b e l i e v e  a p e r s o n  is m e n t a l l y  ill an d  

t h a t  c o n d i t i o n  c a u s e s  the p e r s o n  to b e  g r a v e l y  d i s a b l e d  or to p r e s e n t  a 

l i k e l i h o o d  of s e r i o u s  h a r m  to  h i m s e l f  or o t h e r s .  T h e  c ourt s hall p r o­

vi d e  f i n d i n g s  o n  w h i c h  th e  c o n c l u s i o n  is b a s e d ,  a p p o i n t  a n  a t t o r n e y  to 

r e p r e s e n t  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t ,  a n d  m a y  d i r e c t  t h a t  a p e a c e  o f f i c e r  tak e  the 

p e r s o n  i n t o  c u s t o d y  a n d  d e l i v e r  h i m  to the n e a r e s t  d e s i g n a t e d  a p p r o­

p r i a t e  f a c i l i t y  f o r  emergency, e x a m i n a t i o n  o r  t r e a t m e n t .  T h e  e x  p a r t e

o r d e r  s h a l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  a n d  m a d e  a par t  o f  the re- 

s p o n d e n t ' s  c l i n i c a l  r e c o r d.

(b) T h e  p e t i t i o n  r e q u i r e d  i n  (a) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  shall a l l e g e  t h a t

-5- C S H B  2
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t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  is r e a s o n a b l y  believed to present a l i k e l i h o o d  of serious 

h a r m  to h i m s e l f  or others o r  is gravely d i s a bl e d  as a r e s u l t  of m e n t a l  

i l l n e s s  and s h al l  s p ec i f y  t h e  factual i n f o r m a t i o n  on w h i c h  t h a t  b e l i e f  

is b a s e d  i n c l u d i n g  the n a m e s  and a d dresses of all persons k n o w n  to the 

p e t i t i o n e r  w h o  h ave k n o w l e d g e  of those facts t h r o u g h  p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a­

tion.

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 7 0 5 .  E M E R G E N C Y  D E T E N T I O N  FOR EVALUA T I ON .  A p e a c e 

o f f i c e r  w h o  h a s  p r ob a b l e  c a u s e  to b e l i e v e  that a p e r s o n  is g r a v e l y  

d i s a b l e d  or is s u f f e r i n g f r o m  mental illness a nd  is likely to cause 

s e r i o us  h a r m  to h i m s e l f  or others of such an i m m e d i a t e  n a t u r e  that c o n­

s i d e r a t i o n s  of safety do n o t  allow i n i t i a t i o n  of i n v o l u n t a r y  c o m m i t m e n t  

p r o c e d u r e s  s e t  out in AS 47.30.700, m a y  cause the pe r s o n  t o  b e  t a k e n 

i n t o  c u s t o d y  and d e l i v e r e d  to a treatment or e v a l u a t i o n  fac i l i t y .  Upo n 

a r r i v al  at t h e  tratment facility, the peace o f f i c e r  shall c o m p l e t e  an 

a p p l i c a t i o n  for e x a m i n a t i o n  of the p e r s o n  in c u s t o d y  and b e  i n t e r v i e w e d  

b y  a m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  at the facility.

Sec. 47.30 . 7 1 0 .  E X A M I NATION. (a) A p a t i e n t  who is d e l i v e r e d  

u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 3 0 . 7 0 0  or 4 7 . 3 0 . 7 0 5  for e m e r g en c y  e x a m i n a t i o n  and t r e a t m en t  

to a t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i ty  s hall be t h o r o u g h l y  e x a m i n e d  and e v a l u a t e d  as to 

h i s  m e n t a l  a n d  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t io n  b y  a mental h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  an d  by 

a p h y s i c i a n  w i t h i n  24 h o u r s  after arri v a l  at t h e  facility.

(b) If the m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s si o n a l  w h o  pe r f o r m s  th e  e m e r g e n c y  

e x a m i n a t i o n  has r e a s o n  to believe that the p a t i e n t  is (1) m e n t a l l y  ill 

a n d  that c o n d i t i o n  c a u s e s  the p e r s o n  to be g r a v e l y  d i s a b l e d  or to p r e­

sent a l i k e l i h o o d  of s e r i o u s  harm to h i m s e l f  or others, a n d  (2) is in 

n e e d  of c a r e  or t r e a t m e n t ,  the mental h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m a y  h o s p i­

talize h i m  o n  an e m e r g e n c y  basis. If a j u d i c i a l  order h a s  not b e e n  

o b t a i n e d  u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 3 0 . 7 0 0 ,  the m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  shall a pply 

f or an e x  p a r t e  order a u t h o r i z i n g  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  for e m e r g e n c y  treat-

' ':: V  '
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Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 7 1 5 .  A C C E P T A N C E  OF O R D E R .  W h e n  a f a c i l i t y  r e c e i v e s  a 

p r o p e r  o r d e r  for e v a l u a t i o n ,  it mus t  a c c e p t  the o r d e r  a n d  th e  p e r s o n  for 

a n  e v a l u a t i o n  p e r i o d  n o t  to exceed 72 h o u r s .  The f a c i l i t y  shall 

p r o m p t l y  n o t i f y  the c o u r t  of the date a n d  t i m e  of the r e s p o n d e n t ' s  

a r r ival. T h e  court s h a l l  set a date, t i m e  an d  p lace f o r  a p r o b a b l e  

c a u s e  h e a r i n g ,  to be h e l d  if ne e d e d  w i t h i n  72 hours a f t e r  the r e s p o n­

dent's a r r i v a l ,  and the c o u r t  shall n o t i f y  the f a c il i t y ,  th e  r e s p o n d e n t ,  

h i s  a t t o r n e y ,  a n d  the p r o s e c u t i n g  a t t o r n e y  of the h e a r i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  

E v a l u a t i o n  p e r so n n e l ,  w h e r e  used, s h a l l  s i m i l a r l y  n o t i f y  the court of 

the date a n d  time w h e n  t h e y  first m e t  w i t h  the r e s p o n d e n t .

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 7 2 0 .  R E L E A S E  BEFORE E X P I R A T I O N  O F  7 2 - H O U R  PERIOD. If 

at any t i m e  i n  the c o u r s e  of the 7 2 - h o u r  p e r i o d  the m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o­

fe s s i o n a l s  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  d e t e r m i n e  that the r e s p o n d e n t  does 

no t  m e e t  th e  s t a n d a r d s  fo r  c o mm i t m e n t  s p e c i f i e d  in A S  4 7 . 3 0 . 7 0 0 ,  the 

r e s p o n d e n t  s hall be d i s c h a r g e d  f rom th e  f a c i l i t y  or th e  p l a c e  of e v a l u a­

tion by  e v a l u a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  and the p e t i t i o n e r  and  the c o u r t  so n o t i­

fied.

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 .7 2 5 .  C O M M I T M E N T  P R O C E E D I N G  RIGHTS; N O T I F I C A T I O N .  (a) 

W h e n  a p e r s o n  is d e t a i n e d  for e v a l u a t i o n  u nd e r  this ch a p t e r ,  he s h a l l  be 

i m m e d i a t e l y  n o t i f i e d  o r a l l y  and in w r i t i n g  of his r i g h t s  u n d e r  this s e c­

tion. N o t i f i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be in a l a n g u a g e  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  the r e s p o n d e n t .  

His g u a r d i a n ,  if any, a n d  if the r e s p o n d e n t  requests, a n  a d u l t  d e s i g­

nated b y  th e  r e s p o n d e n t ,  shall als o  b e  n o t i f i e d  of the r e s p o n d e n t ' s  

rights u n d e r  this s e c ti o n .

(b) Un l e s s  a p e r s o n  is r e l e a s e d  o r  v o l u n t a r i l y  a d m i t s  h i m s e l f  for 

t r e a t m e n t  w i t h i n  72 h o u r s  of his a r r i v a l  at the f a c i l i t y  or, if h e  is 

e v a l u a t e d  b y  e v a l u a t i o n  personnel, w i t h i n  72 h o u r s  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of 

his m e e t i n g  w i t h  e v a l u a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l ,  h e  is e n t i t l e d  to a c ourt h e a r i n g
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t o  be set  for  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  end of t h a t  7 2 - h o u r  p e r i o d  to d e t e r m i n e  

w h e t h e r  t h e r e  is p r o b a b l e  c a u s e  to d e t a i n  h i m  a f t e r  the 7 2  h o u r s  h a v e  

e x p i r e d  for up to a n  a d d i t i o n a l  14 d a y s  o n  th e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  h e  is g r a v e­

ly d i s a b l e d  or m e n t a l l y  ill a n d  as a r e s u l t  p r e s e n t s  a l i k e l i h o o d  of 

s e r i o u s  h a r m  to h i m s e l f  or o t h e r s .  T h e  f a c i l i t y  or e v a l u a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  

s h a l l  g i v e  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  c o u r t  of the r e l e a s e s  a n d  v o l u n t a r y  a d m i s s i o n s  

u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 3 0 . 7 0 0  - 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 2 0 .

(c) T h e  r e s p o n d e n t  h a s  a r i g h t  to c o m m u n i c a t e  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  at the 

d e p a r t m e n t ' s  e x p e n s e ,  w i t h  h i s  g u a r d i a n ,  if any, or a n  a d u l t  d e s i g n a t e d  

b y  the r e s p o n d e n t  a n d  th e  a t t o r n e y  d e s i g n a t e d  in the ex p a r t e  order, or 

a n y  a t t o r n e y  of t he  r e s p o n d e n t ' s  choi c e.

(d) T h e  r e s p o n d e n t  h a s  th e  r i g h t  to b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  an a t t o r n e y ,  

to p r e s e n t  e v i d e n c e  a n d  to c r o s s - e x a m i n e  w i t n e s s e s  w h o  t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  

h i m  at the h e a r i n g .

(e) T h e  r e s p o n d e n t  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  to b e  fre e  of t h e  e f f e c t s  of 

m e d i c a t i o n  an d  o t h e r  f or m s  o f  t r e a t m e n t  to the m a x i m u m  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e  

b e f o r e  the p r o b a b l e  c a u s e  h e a r i n g ;  h o w e v e r ,  the f a c i l i t y  o r  e v a l u a t i o n  

p e r s o n n e l  s h a l l be a b l e  to t r e a t  h i m  w i t h  m e d i c a t i o n  u n d e r  p r e s c r i p t i o n  

b y  a l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n  or a less r e s t r i c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  o f  h i s  p r e­

f e r e n c e  if, in th e  o p i n i o n  of  a l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n  and a n o t h e r  m e n t a l  

h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  t h e s e  t r e a t m e n t s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  to

(1) p r e v e n t  b o d i l y  h a r m  to th e r e s p o n d e n t  or o t h e r s ;

(2) p r e v e n t  s u c h  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  the r e s p o n d e n t ' s  m e n t a l

c o n d i t i o n  that s u b s e q u e n t  t r e a t m e n t  m i g h t  n o t  e n a b l e  h i m  t o  r e co v e r ;  or

(3) a l l o w  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  to p r e p a r e  for a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e  in 

t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s .

(f) A  r e s p o n d e n t ,  ‘if h e  is r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  c o u n s e l ,  m a y  wa i v e , 

o r a l l y  or i n  w r i t i n g ,  t h e  7 2 - h o u r  t i m e  l i m i t  o n  th e p r o b a b l e  c a u s e  

h e a r i n g  a n d  h a v e  t h e  h e a r i n g  set  for a d a t e  no m o r e  t h a n  s e v e n  c a l e n d a r
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d a y s  a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  at the f a c i l i t y .  T h e  r e s p o n d e n t ' s  co u n s e l  s h a l l  

i m m e d i a t e l y  n o t i f y  the c o u r t  o f  t h e  waiver.

Sec . 4 7 . 3 0 . 7 3 0 .  P R O C E D U R E  F O R  14 - D A Y  C O M M I T M E N T ;  P E T I T I O N  F O R  

C O M M I T M E N T .  (a) In the c o u r s e  o f  the 7 2 - h o u r e v a l u a t i o n  peri o d ,  a 

p e t i t i o n  fo r c o m m i t m e n t  to a t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  m a y  b e  f i l e d  in co u r t . 

T h e  p e t i t i o n  m u s t  b e  s i g n e d  b y  t w o  me n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w h o  h a v e  

e x a m i n e d  th e  r e s p o n d e n t .  T h e  p e t i t i o n  m u s t

(1) a l l e g e  the f a c t s  a n d  s p e ci f i c  b e h a v i o r  of the r e s p o n d e n t  

s h o w i n g  t h a t  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  is m e n t a l l y  ill a n d  as a r e s u l t  is l i k e l y  to 

c a u s e  h a r m  to h i m s e l f  or o t h e r s  or  is g r a v e l y  d i s a b l e d s

(2) a l l e g e  t h a t  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  s ta f f  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d  b u t  ha s  

n o t  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e r e  ar e  a n y  l e s s  r e s t r i c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a v a i l a b l e  

t h a t  w o u l d  a d e q u a t e l y  p r o t e c t  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  or o t h e r s ;  or, if a less 

r e s t r i c t i v e  i n v o l u n t a r y  f o r m  o f  t r e a t m e n t  is sought, s p e c i f y  th e  t r e a t­

m e n t  a n d  th e b a s i s  for s u p p o r t i n g  it;

(3) a l l e g e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to a g r a v e l y  d i s a b l e d  r e s p o n d e n t  t h a t  

t h e r e  is r e a s o n  to b e l i e v e  t h a t  the r e s p o n d e n t ' s  m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n  c o u l d  

b e  i m p r o v e d  b y  th e  c o u r s e  o f  t r e a t m e n t  sought;

(4) a l l e g e  that a s p e c i f i e d  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  or less  r e ­

s t r i c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t hat is a p p r o p r i a t e  to the r e s p o n d e n t ' s  c o n d i t i o n  

h a s  a g r e e d  t o  a c c e p t  the r e s p o n d e n t ;

(5) a l l e g e  t hat t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  has b e e n  a d v i s e d  of th e  n e e d  

f or, b ut  h a s  n o t  a c c e p t e d ,  v o l u n t a r y  t r e at m e n t ,  a n d  r e q u e s t  t h a t  the 

c o u r t  c o m m i t  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  t o  the s p e c i f i e d  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  or less 

r e s t r i c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  fo r  a  p e r i o d  no t to e x c e e d  14 days;

(6) list the p r o s p e c t i v e  w i t n e s s e s  w h o  w i l l  t e s t i f y  in s u p­

p o r t  of c o m m i t m e n t  or i n v o l u n t a r y  treat m en t .

(b) A  c o p y  of th e  p e t i t i o n  shall be  s e r v e d  o n  the r e s p o n d e n t ,  h i s  

a t t o r n e y ,  a n d  h i s  g u a r d i a n ,  i f  any, b e f o r e  the p r o b a b l e  c a u s e  h e a r i n g .
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Sec. 47.30 . 7 35 .  P R O B A B L E  C AUSE H E A R I N G ,  (a) U p o n  r e c e i p t  of a 

p r o p e r  p e t i t i o n  for c o mm i tment, the c o u r t shall hold a p r o b a b l e  cause 

h e a r i n g  at the d a t e  and time p r e v i o u s l y  s p e c i f i e d  a c c o r d i n g  to p r o c e­

dures set out i n  AS 47.30.715.

(b) The h e a r i n g  shall b e  c o n d u c t e d  in a physical s e t t i n g  least 

l i k e l y  to have a harm f ul  e f f e c t  on the m e n t a l  or p h y s i c a l  h e a l t h  of the 

r e s p o n d e n t ,  w i t h i n  p r a ct i c a l  limits. At the hearing, in a d d i t i o n  to 

o t h e r  rights s p e c i f i e d  in this chapter, the r e s p o n d e n t h a s  the right

(1) to be p r e s e n t  at the h e a r i n g ;  this r i g h t  m a y  be waived 

o n l y  w i t h  the r e s p o n d e n t ' s  i n f o r m e d  c on s e n t ;  if the r e s p o n d e n t  is i n­

c a p a b l e  of g i v i n g  informed consent, the r e s p o n d e n t  m a y  b e  e x c lu d e d  f r o m  

the h e a r i n g  o n l y  if the court, after h e a r i n g ,  finds that  t h e  in capacity 

e x i s t s  and that there is a s ub s t a n t i a l  l i k el i h o o d  that t h e  respondent's 

p r e s e n c e  at the h e a r i n g  w o u l d  be s e v e r e l y  injurious to h i s  mental or 

p h y s i c a l  health;

(2) to view and co p y  all p e t i t i o n s  and r e p o r t s  in the court 

file of his case;

(3) to have the h e a r i n g  o p e n  or closed to th e  p u b l i c  as he

e l e c t s ;

(4) to be p r o c e e d e d  a g a i n s t  a c c o r d i n g  to the r u l e s  of e v i­

de n c e  a p p l i c a b l e  to civil p r o c e e d i n g s ;

(5) to have an i n t e r p r e t e r  if h e  does not u n d e r s t a n d  Engl i s h

(6) to present e v i d e n c e  on h i s  behalf;

(7) to c r o s s - e x a m i n e  w i t n e s s e s  w h o  t e s t i fy  a g a i n s t  him;

(8) to remain silent.

(c) At t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  of the h e a r i n g  the court m a y  commit the r e­

sp o n d e n t  to a t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  for n o t  m o r e  than 14 d a y s  if it finds, 

b y  c l e a r  and c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e ,  that t h e  al l eg a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  in AS 

4 7 . 3 0 . 7 3 0 ( a )  a r e  true.
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(d) If the court finds t h a t  there is a v i a b l e  less r e s t r i c t i v e  

a l t e r n a t i v e  a v a i l a b l e  and t h a t  the r e s p o n d e n t  has b e e n  a d v i s e d  of a n d  

r e f u s e d  v o l u n t a r y  t r e a t m e n t  t h r o u g h  the a l te r n a t i v e ,  the c o u r t  m a y  o r d e r  

the less r e s t r i c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t r e a t m e n t  for not m o r e  t han 14 days.

(e) T h e  court shall s p e c i f i c a l l y  s ta t e  to the p e r s o n  c o m m i t t e d ,  

a n d  give t h e  per s o n  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e ,  that if c o m m i t m e n t  or o t h e r  i n v o l­

u n t a r y  t r e a t m e n t  b e y o n d  the 14  days is to be sought, the p e r s o n  s h a l l  

h a v e  the r i g h t  to a full h e a r i n g  or j u r y  trial.

Sec. 47.30.740. P R O C E D U R E  FOR 9 0 - D A Y  C O M M I T M E N T  F O L L O W I N G  1 4 - D A Y  

C O M M I T M E N T .  (a) At any t i m e  during the r e s p o n d e n t ' s  14-day c o m m i t m e n t ,  

the p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n  in c h a r g e  of the tre a tm e n t  f a c i l i t y  to w h i c h  the  

p e r s o n  h a s  b e e n  confined, or h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d es ignee, m a y  file w i t h  

the c o u r t  a pe t i t i o n  for 9 0 - d a y  c o m m i t m e n t  of that person. T h e  p e t i t i o n  

m u s t  i n c l u d e  all m a t e r i a l  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  AS 47. 30 . 7 3 0 ( a )  e x c e p t  t h a t  

r e f e r e n c e s  to "14 d ay s "  s h a l l  be read as "90 days"; and

(1) all e g e  that the r e s p o n d e n t  has t hreatened, a t t e m p t e d ,  o r  

i n f l i c t e d  serious b o d i l y  h a r m  upo n  h i m s e l f  or a n o t h e r  s i n ce  h i s  a c c e p­

tan c e  for  evaluation, or t h a t  he was c o m m i t t e d  i n i t i a l l y  as a r e s u l t  o f  

c o n d u c t  in which he a t t e m p t e d  or i n f l i c t e d  serious b o d i l y  h a r m  u p o n  

h i m s e l f  or another, or t h a t  h e  c o n ti n u e s  to be g r a v e l y  d i s a b l e d ;

(2) al l e g e  tha t  th e  r e s p o n d e n t  has r e c e i v e d  a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  

a d e q u a t e  care and t r e a t m e n t  du r i ng  hi s  14-day co m m i tm e n t ;

(3) be v e r i f i e d  b y  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n  in c h a r g e  of  t h e  

f a c i l i t y  p r o v i d i n g  t r e a t m e n t  during the 14-day co m m i tm e n t ,  or h i s  p r o ­

fe s s i o n a l  designee.

(b) The court s hall h a v e  copies of the p e t i t i o n  for 9 0 - d a y  c o m m i t­

ment served u p o n  the r e s p o n d e n t ,  hi s  attorney, and  his g u a r d i a n ,  i f  any. 

The p e tit io n  for 9 0 - d a y  c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  proofs of s e r v i c e  s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  

w ith the c le rk  o f  the c o u r t ,  an d  a dat e  for h e a r i n g  shall b e  s e t ,  b y  the
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e n d  of t h e  n ex t  j u d i c i a l  day, for n o t  later t h a n  f i v e  j u d i c i a l  days f r o m  

t h e  d a t e  o f  f i l i n g  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n .  Th e  c l e r k  s h a l l  n o t i f y  th e  r e s p o n­

dent, h i s  a t t o r n e y ,  a n d  th e  p e t i t i o n e r  of the h e a r i n g  date at least 

t h r e e  j u d i c i a l  d a y s  i n  a d v a n c e  of t h e  h e a r i n g .

S ec .  4 7 . 3 0 . 7 4 5 .  9 0 - D A Y  C O M M I T M E N T  H E A R I N G  R I G H T S .  (a) A p e r s o n  

s u b j e c t  to a p e t i o n  fo r  9 0 - d a y  c o m m i t m e n t  has, in a d d i t i o n  to the r i g h t s  

s p e c i f i e d  e l s e w h e r e  in t his c h a p t e r ,  or o t h e r w i s e  a p p l i c a b l e ,  the r i g h t s  

e n u m e r a t e d  in thi s  s e c t i o n .  W r i t t e n  n o t i c e  of t h e s e  ri g ht s  s h a l l  be  

s e r v e d  o n  the r e s p o n d e n t ,  h i s  a t t o r n e y ,  his g u a r d i a n ,  if any, and an 

a d u l t  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  the r e s p o n d e n t  at the time t h e  p e t i t i o n  for 9 0 - d a y  

c o m m i t m e n t  is s e r v e d .  A n  a t t e m p t  s h a l l  be m a d e  b y  oral e x p l a n a t i o n  to 

i n s u r e  t h a t  the r e s p o n d e n t  u n d e r s t a n d s  the r i g h t s  e n u m e r a t e d  in the 

n o t i c e .  If the r e s p o n d e n t  d oes n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  E n g l i s h ,  th e  e x p l a n a t i o n  

s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  in a l a n g u a g e  he u n d e r s t a n d s .

(b) U n l e s s  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  is r e l e a s e d  or v o l u n t a r i l y  a d m i t s  h i m­

s e l f  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  for 9 0 - d a y  c o m m i t m e n t  an d  b e f o r e  

t h e  h e a r i n g ,  h e  is e n t i t l e d  to a j u d i c i a l  h e a r i n g  w i t h i n  f i v e  j u d i c i a l  

d a y s  o f  the f i l i n g  o f  the p e t i t i o n  as set out i n  A S  4 7 . 3 0 . 7 4 0 ( b )  to 

d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  in A S  4 7 . 3 0 . 7 4 0 ( a )  are true.

(c) Th e  r e s p o n d e n t  is e n t i t l e d  to a j u r y  t r i a l  u p o n  r e q u e s t  f i l e d  

w i t h  t h e  c ourt i f  t h e  r e q u e s t  is m a d e  at least t w o  j u d i c i a l  days b e f o r e  

th e  h e a r i n g .  If t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  r e q u e s t s  a j u r y  t r i a l ,  t h e h e a r i n g  m a y  

b e  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  n o  m o r e  t h a n  10 c a l e n d a r  days. T h e  j u r y  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  

o f  s i x  p e r s o n s .

(d) If a j u r y  t r i a l  is n ot  r e q u e s t e d ,  t h e  c o u r t  m a y  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e  

t h e  h e a r i n g  at t h e  r e s p o n d e n t ' s  r e q u e s t  for no m o r e  th a n  10 c a l e n d a r  

d a y s .

(e) The r e s p o n d e n t  h a s  a r i g h t  to r e t a i n  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  l i c e n s e d  

p h y sic ia n  or o t h e r  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t o  e x a m i n e  h i m  and  to
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t e s t i f y  o n  h i s  b e h a l f .  U p o n  r e q u e s t  b y  an i n d i g e n t  r e s p o n d e n t ,  the 

c o u r t  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  an i n d e p e n d e n t  l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n  or o t h e r  m e n t a l  

h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  to e x a m i n e  h i m  a n d  t e s t i f y  o n  his b e h a l f .  T h e  court 

s h a l l  g i v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  an i n d i g e n t  r e s p o n d e n t ' s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a 

s p e c i f i c  p h y s i c i a n  or m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l .  A m o t i o n  f o r  the 

a p p o i n t m e n t  m a y  b e  f iled i n  court at an y  r e a s o n a b l e  time b e f o r e  the 

h e a r i n g  a n d  s h a l l  be a c t e d  u p o n  p r o m p t l y .  R e a s o n a b l e  fees a n d  e x p e n s e s  

fo r  s u c h  e x p e r t  e x a m i n e r s  shall b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the rules o f  court.

(f) T h e  p r o c e e d i n g  s hall in al l  re s p e c t s  be  in a c c o r d  w i t h  c o n­

s t i t u t i o n a l  g u a r a n t e e s  of due p r o c e s s  and, e x c e p t  as s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o­

v i d e d  in  thi s  c h a p t e r , t h e  rules of e v i d e n c e  a n d  p r o c e d u r e  i n  c i v il  

p r o c e e d i n g s .

(g) U n t i l  the c ourt issues a final d e c i s i o n ,  the r e s p o n d e n t  shall 

c o n t i n u e  to b e  t r e a t e d  at the t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  unless t h e  p e t i t i o n  for 

9 0 - d a y  c o m m i t m e n t  is w i t h d r a w n .  If n o  d e c i s i o n  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  w i t h i n  20

d a y s  o f  f i l i n g  of  the p e t i t i o n ,  n o t  i n c l u d i n g  e x t e n s i o n s  o f  t i m e  due to

j u r y  t r i a l  or o t h e r  r e q u e s t s  by t h e  r e s p o n d e n t ,  he shall b e  r e l e a s e d .

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 7 5 0 .  C O N D U C T  OF H E A R I N G .  T h e  h e a r i n g  s h a l l  be c o n­

d u c t e d  In the s a m e  m a n n e r ,  and w i t h  the same r i g h t s  for t h e  r e s p o n d e n t ,

as set o u t  i n  A S  4 7 . 3 0 . 7 35 ( b ) .

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 7 5 5 .  C O U R T  ORDER. (a) A f t e r  t h e  h e a r i n g  a n d  w i t h i n  

t h e  t i m e  l i m i t s p e c i f i e d  i n  AS 4 7 . 3 0 . 7 4 5 ,  the c o u r t  m a y  c o m m i t  th e  

r e s p o n d e n t  to a t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  for no m o r e  t h a n  90 d a y s  o n l y  if the 

c o u r t  o r  j u r y  f i n d s  by c l e a r  and c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  t hat t h e  a l l e g a­

ti o n s  r e q u i r e d  in AS 4 7 . 3 0 . 7 4 0 ( a )  a r e  true.

(b) If t h e  court o r  jur y f i n d s  that t h e r e  is a less r e s t r i c t i v e  

a l t e r n a t i v e  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  that t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  h a s  b e e n  a d v i s e d  o f  and 

r e f u s e d  v o l u n t a r y  t r e a t m e n t  t h r o u g h  the a l t e r n a t i v e ,  the c o u r t  m a y  order 

t h e  les s  r e s t r i c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t r e a t m e n t  a f t e r  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  the
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p r o g r a m  b y  the r e s p o n d e n t  for a p e r i o d  not to e x c e e d  90 d a y s .

Sec. 4 7.30.760. P L A C E M E N T  AT CLOSEST FACILITY. T r e a t m e n t  shall 

always b e  a v a i l a b l e  at a s t a t e - o p e r a t e d  hospitali h o w e v e r ,  if space is 

a v a i l a b l e  an d  up o n  a c c e p t a n c e  b y  another tr e atment fa c i l i t y ,  a r e s p o n­

dent' w h o  is c o m m i t t e d  shall be pla c e d  by the court at the t r e a t m e n t 

f a c i l i t y  c l o s e s t  to h i s  h o m e  unless the court finds that

(1) a n o t h e r  tre a t m en t  facility in the s t a t e  has a p r o g r a m

m o r e  s u i t e d  to the r e s p o n d e n t ' s  condition, and this i n t e r es t  o u t w e i g h s

the d e s i r a b i l i t y  of the r es p o n d e n t  being closer to home*

(2) an o t h e r  t r e a t m en t  facility in the s t a t e  is c l o s e r  to the 

r e s p o n d e n t ' s  friends or rel a t iv e s  who could b e n e f i t  h i m  t h r ou g h  their 

visits a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i on s ;  or

(3) the r e s p o n d e n t  wants to be further r e m o v e d  f r o m  his home,

a nd the m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  who sought his c o m m i t m e n t  con c u r  in

the d e s i r a b i l i t y  of r e m o v ed  placement.

Sec. 47.30.765. APPEAL. The respondent shall hav e  the r ight to an 

appeal f r o m  a n y  order of i n v o l u n t a r y  commitment. T h e  court shall i n f o r m  

the r e s p o n d e n t  of this right.

Sec. 47.30.770. A D D I T I O N A L  120-DAY COM M I T M E N T , (a) T h e  r e s p o n d e n t  

shall be r e l e a s e d  f r o m  i n v o l u n t a r y  treatment at the e x p i r a t i o n  of 90 

days u n l e s s  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n  in charge of th e  trea t m e n t  facility, 

or his des i g n e e,  files a p e t i t i o n  for a 120-day c o m m i t m e n t  c o n f o r m i n g  to 

the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of AS 47.30.740(a) except that all r e f e r e n c e s  to "14- 

da y  c o m m i t m e n t "  shall be r e a d  as "the previous 9 0 - d a y  c o m m i t m e n t "  a n d  

all r e f e r e n c e s  to " 9 0 - d a y  c o m m i t m e n t "  shall be r e a d  as " 1 2 0 - d a y  c o m m i t­

ment".

(b) T h e  p r o c e d u r e s  for service of the p e t i t i o n ,  n o t i f i c a t i o n  of 

rig h ts  a n d  j u d i c i a l  h e a r i n g  shall be as set out in A S  4 7 . 3 0 . 74Q - 4 7 .30.-  

750. I f  the c ourt or J u r y  finds b y  clear and c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  that
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t h e  g r o u n d s  for 90- d a y  c o m m i t m e n t  as set out in A S  4 7 . 3 0 . 7 5 5  a r e  p r e­

sent, the c ourt ma y  o r de r  the r e s p o n d e n t  c o m m i t t e d  for an a d d i t i o n a l  

t r e a t m e n t  p e r i o d  not to e x c e e d  120 days fro m  t h e  date on w h i c h  the first 

9 0 - d a y  t r e a t m e n t  p e r i o d  w o u l d  h a v e  expired.

(c) S u c c e s s i v e  1 2 0 - d a y  c o m m i t m e n t s  are p e r m i s s i b l e  o n  t h e  same 

g r o u n d  and under the same p r o c e d u r e s  as the o r i g i n a l  1 2 0 - d a y  commit m en t .  

N o  o r d e r of c o m mi t m e n t  may e x c e e d  120 days.

Sec. 47.30.775. C O M M I T M E N T  O F  MINORS. T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  AS 47.-

3 0 . 7 0 0  - 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 2 0  are a p p l i c a b l e  to min o rs  * h o w e v e r ,  all n o t i c e s  r e­

q u i r e d  to be se r v e d  on the r e s p o n d e n t  in AS 4 7 . 3 0 . 7 0 0  - 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 2 0  shall 

a l s o  be s e r v e d  on the p ar e n t  or g u a r d i a n  of r e s p o n d e n t s  w h o  a r e  minors, 

a n d  p a r e n t s  or g u a r d i a n s  of m i n o r  r e s p o n d e n t s  s hall be n o t i f i e d  that 

t h e y  m a y  ap pe a r  as p a r t i e s  in any c o m m i t m e n t  p r o c e e d i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  the 

m i n o r  and that as p a r t i e s they are e n t i t l e d  to r e t a i n  t h e i r  o w n  a t t o r n e y  

or h a v e  one a p p o i n t e d  for the m  b y  the court. A m i n o r  has t h e  same 

r i g h t s  to waiver a n d  i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t  as an a d u l t  under t h i s  chapter; 

h o w e v e r ,  he shall be r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  counsel in w a i v e r  an d  c o n s e n t  p r o­

cee d i n g s  .

Sec. 47.30.780. E A R L Y  D I S C H A R G E .  T h e p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n  in 

c h a r g e  of a t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  or his d e s i g n e e  shall at a n y  tim e  d i s­

ch a r g e  a c o m m it t e d  p e r s o n  on the g r o u n d  that t h e  per s o n  is n o  longer 

g r a v e l y  d i s a b l e d  or likely to c a u s e  serious h a r m  as a r e s u l t  of me n t a l 

illness. A c e r t i f i c a t e  to this e f f e c t  shall be  sent to t h e  c ourt w h i c h  

s hall enter an o r d e r  o f f i c i a l l y  t e r m i n a t i n g  t h e  i n v o l u n t a r y  commit m e n t .

Sec. 47.30.785. A U T H O R I Z E D  A B S ENCES. A r e s p o n d e n t  u n d e r g o i n g  

i n v o l u n t a r y  t r e a t m e nt  on a n  i n p a t i e n t  b asis u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  m a y  be 

g i v e n  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  to be a b s e n t  f r o m  the t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  during 

t i m e s  sp e cifie d  b y  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n  i n  ch a r g e  of t h e  facility, or 

h is  pro fessio nal des i g n e e,  w h e n  a n  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  to be a b s e n t  is in the
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b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of the r e s p o n d e n t  a n d  h e  is no t  l i k e l y  to c a u s e  h a r m  to 

h i m s e l f  or o t h e r s .

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 7 9 0 .  R E T U R N  F R O M  U N A U T H O R I Z E D  A B S E N C E .  W h e n  a r e ­

s p o n d e n t  u n d e r g o i n g  i n v o l u n t a r y  t r e a t m e n t  o n  a n  i n p a t i e n t  b a s i s  u n d e r  

t h i s  c h a p t e r  is a b s e n t  f r o m  the  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  w i t h o u t ,  or in e x c e s s  

of, a u t h o r i z a t i o n  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 3 0 . 7 8 5 ,  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n  in c h a r g e  

o f  the f a c i l i t y  or his  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e s i g n e e  m a y  c a u s e  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  to 

b e  t a k e n  i n t o  c u s t o d y  a n d  r e t u r n e d  to th e  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y .

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 7 9 5 .  I N V O L U N T A R Y  O U T P A T I E N T  CAR E  F O R  C O M M I T T E D  P E R S O N S

(a) A c o m m i t t e d  p e r s o n  w h o  w a s  no t  o r i g i n a l l y  c o m m i t t e d  to i n v o l u n t a r y  

o u t p a t i e n t  c a r e  u n d e r  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  c h a p t e r  m a y  be r e l e a s e d  

b e f o r e  th e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  p e r i o d  on t h e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  he  

r e c e i v e  s p e c i f i e d  o u t p a t i e n t  t r e a t m e n t  f r o m  a p r o v i d e r  o f  o u t p a t i e n t  

care, for a l e n g t h  of t i m e  n o t  to e x c e e d  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  hi s  c o m m i t m e n t  

p e r i o d ,  w h e n  th e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n  in c h a r g e  of t h e  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  

o r  his p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e s i g n e e  f i n d s  that

(1) s e c u r i t y  f o r  the p e r s o n  o r  o t h e r s  n o  l o n g e r  r e q u i r e s  that 

h e  b e  t r e a t e d  o n  an i n p a t i e n t  b a s i s ;  a n d

(2) t h e r e  is r e a s o n  to b e l i e v e  that the p e r s o n ' s  m e n t a l  c o n­

d i t i o n  w o u l d  i m p r o v e  as a r e s u l t  of the s p e c i f i e d  o u t p a t i e n t  t r e a t m e n t .

(b) A c o p y  of the c o n d i t i o n s  for e a r l y  r e l e a s e  s h a l l  be g i v e n  to 

the p e r s o n ,  h i s  a t t o r n e y ,  h i s  g u a r d i a n ,  if any, t h e  p r o v i d e r  of o u t ­

p a t i e n t  c a r e ,  a n d  the court.

(c) I f  at a n y  time d u r i n g  the c o m m i t m e n t  p e r i o d  the p r o v i d e r  of 

o u t p a t i e n t  c a r e  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  the p e r s o n  ca n  no l o n g e r  be t r e a t e d  o n  

a n  o u t p a t i e n t  b a s i s  b e c a u s e  h e  is l i k e l y  to c a u s e  h a r m  to h i m s e l f  or 

o t h e r s  o r  is g r a v e l y  d i s a b l e d ,  the p r o v i d e r  s hall g i v e  the p a t i e n t  oral 

a n d  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e ,  w i t h  c o p i e s  to the p a t i e n t ' s  a t t o r n e y ,  h i s  g u a r d i a n ,  

if any, t h e c o u r t  a n d  i n p a t i e n t  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y ,  t h a t  h e  m u s t  r e t u r n
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t o  the i n p a t i e n t  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  w i t h i n  24 h o u r s  f o r  a length of time 

n o t  to e x c e e d  the d u r a t i o n  o f  h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  peri o d .  If the p e r s o n  

f a i l s  to a r r i v e  at the t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  u n d e r  a 2 4 - h o u r  notice, the 

f a c i l i t y  s h a l l  c a u se  the p e r s o n  to b e  t a k e n  i n t o  c u s t o d y  and t r a n s p o r t e d  

to the f a c i l i t y .  A p e a c e  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  a s s i s t  the p r o v i d e r  of o u t­

p a t i e n t  c a r e  or the f a c i l i t y  if r e q u e s t e d .

(d) If the p r o v i d e r  of o u t p a t i e n t  care d e t e r m i n e s  that the p a t i e n t  

w i l l  r e q u i r e  c o n t i n u e d  o u t p a t i e n t  c a r e  a f t e r  the e x p i r a t i o n  of h i s 

c o m m i t m e n t  p e r i o d,  the p r o v i d e r  is e n t i t l e d  to i n i t i a t e  furt h e r  c o m m i -  

m e n t  p r o c e e d i n g s  in the s a m e  m a n n e r  as if the p r o v i d e r  w e r e  the p r o ­

fe s s i o n a l  p e r s o n  in ch a rg e  of a t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y ,  a n d  the p r o v i s i o n s  

o f  this c h a p t e r  ar e a p p l i c a b l e ,  e x c e p t  tha t  p r o v i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  to 

i n p a t i e n t  t r e a t m e n t  s hall be r e a d  as a p p l i c a b l e  to o u t p a t i e n t  treat m e n t .

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 0 0 .  C O N V E R S I O N  O F  I N V O L U N T A R Y  O U T P A T I E N T  T R E A T M E N T  TO 

I N P A T I E N T  C O M M I T M E N T .  (a) A r e s p o n d e n t  o r d e r e d  b y  th e  court u n d e r  the 

p r o v i s i o n s  of this c h a p t e r  to r e c e i v e  i n v o l u n t a r y  o u t p a t i e n t  t r e a t m e n t  

m a y  be r e q u i r e d  to u n d e r g o  i n p a t i e n t  t r e a t m e n t  w h e n  th e  p r o v i d e r  of o u t­

p a t i e n t  c a r e  finds that (1) the r e s p o n d e n t  is m e n t a l l y  ill a n d  is likely 

to c a u s e  s e ri o u s  h a r m  to h i m s e l f  or o t h e r s  or is s t i l l  g r a v e l y  d isabled?

(2) the r e s p o n d e n t ' s  b e h a v i o r  s i n c e  the h e a r i n g  r e s u l t i n g  in c o u r t -  

o r d e r e d  t r e a t m e n t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  h e  n o w  n e e d s  i n p a t i e n t  t r e a t m e n t  to 

p r o t e c t  h i m s e l f  or other s ?  (3) t h e r e  is r e a s o n  to b e l i e v e  that the 

r e s p o n d e n t ' s  m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n  w i l l  i m p r o v e  as a r e s u l t  of i n p a t i e n t  

t r e a t m e n t ?  a n d  (4) t h e r e  is a n  i n p a t i e n t  f a c i l i t y  a p p r o p r i a t e  to the r e­

sp o n d e n t ' s  n e e d  w h i c h  w i l l  a c c e p t  h i m  as a p a t i e n t .  T r e a t m e n t  for  these 

r e s p o n d e n t s  s h a ll  be a v a i l a b l e  at s t a t e - o p e r a t e d  h o s p i t a l s  at a l l  times.

(b) U p o n  m a k i n g  t h e  f i n d i n g s  s p e c i f i e d  in (a) o f  this se c t i o n ,  the 

p r o v i s i o n s  o f  AS 4 7 . 3 0 . 7 9 5 ( b )  r e l a t i n g  to n o t i c e  a n d  AS 4 7 . 3 0 . 7 4 5  r e­

l a t i n g  to h e a r i n g  are a p p l i c a b l e .
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Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 0 5 . C O M P U T I N G  P E R I O D S  OF TIME. (a) Except as p r o­

v i d e d  in (b) of this section,

(1) c o m p u t a t i o n s  of a 72-hour e v a l u a t i o n  per io d  do no t  i n­

cl u d e  Saturdays, Sundays, legal h o l idays, or an y  p e r i o d  of time n e c e s­

sa r y  to tra n s po r t  the r e s p o nd e n t  to the treatment facility;

(2) a 14 - d a y  commi t me n t  p e r i o d  expires at the end of the 14th 

da y  a fter the 72 h o u r s  f o l l o w i n g  initial acceptance;

(3) a 9 0 - d a y  c o m mi t m e n t  p e r i o d  expires at the end of the 90th 

d a y  after the e x p i r a t i o n  of a 14-day period of treatment;

(4) a 120- d a y  c o m m it m e n t  p e r i o d  expi r e s at the end of the 

1 2 0 t h  day, a f t e r  the e x p i r a t i o n  of a 90-day p e r i o d  of treatment or 

p r e v i o u s  120-day period, w h i c h e v e r  is applicable.

(b) W h e n  a r e s po n d e n t  has failed to ap p e a r  or absen te d  h i m s e l f  

c o n t r a r y  to any  o r d e r  p r o p e r l y  made or entered u n d e r  this chapter, the 

r e l e v a n t  c o m m i t m e n t  period shall be e x t ended for a pe r i o d  of tim e  equal 

to the r e s p o n d e n t ' s  abse n c e  if w r i t t e n  notice of a b s e n c e  is p r o m p t l y  

p r o v i d e d  to the r e s p o n d e n t ' s  a t t o r n e y  and his g u ardian, if t here is one, 

a n d  if, w i t h i n  24 hours a fter the r e s p o n d en t  has r et u r n e d  to the e v a l u­

a t i o n  or t r e a t m e n t  facility, w r i t t e n  notice of the c o r r e s p o n d i n g  e x t e n­

si o n  and the r e a s o n  for it is given to the r e s p o n d e n t ,  his att o r n e y,  and 

to the court.

Sec. 4 7 .3 0 . 8 1 0 .  HA B E A S  CORPUS. Noth i n g  in this chapter m a y  be 

c o n s t r u e d  as l i m i t i n g  a p e r s o n ' s  r i g h t  to a w rit of habeas corpus.

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 1 5 .  L I M I T A T I O N  O F  LIABILITY; P E N A L T Y  FOR F A L S E  A P P L I­

CATION. (a) A p e r s o n  a ct i n g  in g o o d  faith u p o n  e i t h e r  a c t u a l  know l e d g e 

o r  r e li a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h o  m akes a p p l i c a t i o n  for e v a l u a t i o n  or t r e a t­

m e n t  of an o t h e r  p e r s o n  u n d e r  this chap t er  is not subj ec t  to c i vi l  or 

c r i m i n a l  liab i l it y .

(b) A  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  pr o f e s s i o n a l  or p e a c e  o f f i c e r  w h o  in good
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f a i t h  e x e r c i s e s  his p r o f e s s i o n a l  j u d g m e n t  in f u l f i l l i n g  a n  o b l i g a t i o n  or 

d i s c r e t i o n a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  is not s u b j e c t  to c i v i l 

or c r i m i n a l  l i a b i l i t y  for his act un l e s s  it can b e  shown t h a t  it wa s  

d one w i t h  gross n e g l i g e n c e .

(c) A p e r s o n  w h o  w i l f u l l y  i n i t i a t e s  an i n v o l u n t a r y  c o m m i t m e n t  p r o­

ce d u r e  u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 3 0 . 7 0 0  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  goo d  c a u s e  to b e l i e v e  that the

o t h e r  p e r s o n  is s u f f e r i n g  fro m  a m e n t a l  illness a n d  as a r e s u l t  is

g r a v e l y  d i s a b l e d  or l i k e l y  to c a us e  s e r i o u s  h a r m  to h i m s e l f  or others, 

is g u i l t y  of a felony.

Sec. 47.30 . 8 20 .  R E T R O A C T I V I T Y .  E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  i n  this c h a p­

ter, the p r o v i s i o n s  of this c h a pt e r  do n o t  in t h e m s e l v e s  i m p a i r  a n y  

a c t i o n  t a k e n  in a p r o c e e d i n g  p e n d i n g  u n d e r  s t a t u t e s  in e f f e c t  b e f o r e

O c t o b e r  1, 1979, nor do t hey a p p l y  r e t r o a c t i v e l y  to t e r m i n a t e  the d e t e n­

tio n  of  a p e r s o n  p r e v i o u s l y  c o m m i t t e d  u n d e r  s t a t u t e s  in e f f e c t  b e f o r e  

O c t o b e r  1, 1979. H o w e v e r ,  90 days a f t e r  O c t o b e r  1, 1979, the p r o v i s i o n s  

of thi s  c h a pt e r  a p p l y  t o  all p e r s o n s  c o m m i t t e d  u n d e r  s t a t u t e s  in e f f e c t  

b e f o r e  O c t o b e r  1, 1979.

A R T I C L E  9. P A T I E N T  RIGHTS.

Sec. 47.3 0 . 8 25 .  P A T I E N T  R I G H TS i  M E D ICAL. All p a t i e n t s  wh o  are 

r e c e i v i n g  s e r vices f r o m  a t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 18.20.- 

020, h a v e  the f o l l o w i n g  rights:

(1) The p a t i e n t ,  or hi s  c o u n s el ,  g u a r d i a n ,  or the adult 

d e s i g n a t e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 4 7 . 3 0 . 7 2 5  if t h e  p a t i e nt  is m e n t a l l y  

i n c a p a b l e  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  shall be e n t i t l e d  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in f o r m­

u l a t i n g  his i n d i v i d u a l i z e d  t r e a t m e n t  p l a n  and in the e v a l u a t i o n  p r o c e s s  

as m u c h  as p o s s i bl e ,  a t  m i n i m u m  to the ex t e nt  of r e q u e s t i n g  s p e c i f i c 

f o r m s  of therapy, i n q u i r i n g  w h y  s p e c i f i c  t h e r a p i e s  are o r  are not i n­

c l u d e d  in his t r e a t m e n t  program, a n d  b e i n g  i n f o r m e d  as to his p r e s e n t  

m e d i c a l  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  a n d  p r o g n o s i s .  The t r e a t i n g  p h y -
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s i c i a n  m a y  n o t  w i t h h o l d  a n y  of thi s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  p a t i e n t .

(2) C o u n s e l  a n d  g u a r d i a n  for  a p a t i e n t ,  or if t h e r e  is no

g u a r d i a n  th e  a d u l t  d e s i g n a t e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  4 7 . 3 0 . 7 2 5 ,  h a v e  the 

r i g h t  at all r e a s o n a b l e  t i m e s  to e x a m i n e  all r e c o r d s  of, an d p l a n s  for, 

t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  to m a k e  c o p i e s ,  u p o n  p a y m e n t  of c o s t s  if 

r e q u e s t e d ,  of a n y  p o r t i o n  of t h e s e  r e c o r d s .

(3) E v e r y  p a t i e n t  has the r i g h t  to k n o w  th e  n am e  o f  m e d i c a­

ti o n  t h a t  h e  is a s k e d  to take, w h a t  its p u r p o s e  is, a n d  w h a t  s i d e  

e f f e c t s  m a y  o c c u r  w i t h  this  m e d i c a t i o n .  If t h e  p a t i e n t  is i n c a p a b l e  of 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  th e  p u r p o s e  a n d  s i d e  e f f e c t s  o f  the m e d i c a t i o n ,  th e  t r e a t­

ing p h y s i c i a n  or m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s h a l l  e x p l a i n  it to the 

p a t i e n t ' s  c o u n s e l  or g u a r d i a n ,  or if t h e r e  is no g u a r d i a n  t h e  a d u l t  

d e s i g n a t e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  4 7 . 3 0 . 7 2 5 .

(4) Th e q u i e t  room, or o t h e r  f o r m  o f  p h y s i c a l  r e s t r a i n t ,  m a y

n o t  b e  u s e d ,  e x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in thi s  p a r a g r a p h  u n l e s s  a p a t i e n t  is

l i k e l y  to p h y s i c a l l y  h a r m  h i m s e l f  or o t h e r s  u n l e s s  r e s t r a i n e d .  T h e  f o r m  

of r e s t r a i n t  u t i l i z e d  s h a l l  be that  w h i c h  is in the  p a t i e n t ' s  b e s t  

i n t e r e s t  a n d  w h i c h  c o n s t i t u t e s  the l e a s t  r e s t r i c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  a v a i l­

able. W h e n  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  th e  p a t i e n t  s h a l l  be c o n s u l t e d  as to h i s  p r e­

f e r e n c e  a m o n g  f o r m s  of a d e q u a t e ,  m e d i c a l l y  a d v i s a b l e  r e s t r a i n t s  i n­

c l u d i n g  m e d i c a t i o n ,  a n d  h i s  p r e f e r e n c e  s h a l l  be c o n s i d e r e d .  N o t h i n g  i n  

this s e c t i o n  is i n t e n d e d  to l i m i t  the r i g h t  of s t a f f  to u s e  t h e  q u i e t  

r o o m  at t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  r e q u e s t  or w i t h  h i s  k n o w i n g  c o n c u r r e n c e  w h e n  d e e m ­

ed i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t .  P a t i e n t s  p l a c e d  in a q u i e t  

r o o m  o r  o t h e r  p h y s i c a l  r e s t r a i n t  s h a l l  be c h e c k e d  at l east e v e r y  15 

m i n u t e s  or m o r e  o f t e n  if g o o d  m e d i c a l  p r a c t i c e  s o  i n d i c a t e s .  P a t i e n t s  

i n  t h e  q u i e t  r o o m  m u s t  be v i s i t e d  b y  a s t a f f  m e m b e r  at l e a s t  o n c e  e v e r y  

h o u r  a n d  m u s t  b e  g i v e n  a d e q u a t e  f o o d  a n d  d r i n k  a n d  a c c e s s  to b a t h r o o m  

f a c i l i t i e s .  At n o  t i m e  m a y  a p a t i e n t  b e  k e p t  in the q u i e t  r o o m  or o t h e r
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f o r m  of p h y s i c a l  r e s t r a i n t  a g a i n s t  hi s  w ill l o n g e r  t h a n  n e c e s s a r y  to 

a c c o m p l i s h  the p u r p o s e s  set  out in this p a r a g r a p h .  All u s e s  of the 

q u i e t  r o o m  or o t h e r  r e s t r a i n t  shall be r e c o r d e d  in the p a t i e n t ' s  medi c a l 

r ecor d ,  the i n f o r m a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  not l i m i t e d  to the r e a s o n s  for its 

use , the d u r a t i o n  of use, a n d  the n a m e  of the a u t h o r i z i n g  s t a f f  member.

(5) All p e r s o n s  h a v e  the r i g h t  to be fr e e  f r o m  u n n e c e s s a r y  or 

e x c e s s i v e  m e d i c a t i o n .  P s y c h o t r o p i c  m e d i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  

o n l y  o n  the o r d e r  of a l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n  w h e n  t h e  p h y s i c i a n  d e t e r m i n e s  

t h a t  such  m e d i c a t i o n  is in the b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of the p a t i e n t  or will 

p r e v e n t  s e r i ou s  h a r m  to others.

(6) A  p a t i e n t  c a p a b l e  of g i v i n g  i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t  s h a l l  have 

the a b s o l u t e  r i g h t  to a c c e p t  or r e f u s e  e l e c t r o - c o n v u l s i v e  t h e r a p y  or 

a v e r s i v e  c o n d i t i o n i n g .  P a t i e n t s  w h o  lack s u b s t a n t i a l  c a p a c i t y  to make 

this d e c i s i o n  m a y  not  b e  g i v e n  s u c h  t h e r a p y  or c o n d i t i o n i n g  w i t h o u t  a 

c o u r t  o rder f o l l o w i n g  a h e a r i n g  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  full due p r o c e s s .

(7) In n o  e v e n t  m a y  t r e a t m e n t  i n c l u d e  p s y c h o s u r g e r y ,  l o b otomy 

o r  o t he r  c o m p a r a b l e  f o r m  o f  t r e a t m e n t  w i t h o u t  s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m e d  consent 

of the p a t i e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  a m i n o r  u n l e s s  h e  is c l e a r l y  t oo  y o u n g  or 

d i s a b l e d  to g i v e  a n  i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t  in w h i c h  c a s e  the c o n s e n t  of his 

legal g u a r d i a n  s h a l l b e  r e q u i r e d .  In a d d i t i o n ,  no s uch t r e a t m e n t  m a y  be 

g i v e n  w i t h o u t  a c o u rt  o r d e r  a ft e r  h e a r i n g  in a c c o r d  w i t h  f u l l  rights of 

du e  process.

(8) W hen, in t h e  w r i t t e n  o p i n i o n  of a p a t i e n t ' s  a t t e n d i n g  

p h y s i c i a n ,  a t rue m e d i c a l  e m e r g e n c y  exists a n d  a s u r g i c a l  o p e r a t i o n  is 

n e c e s s a r y  to s a v e  the life, p h y s i c a l  h e a l t h ,  e y e s i g h t ,  h e a r i n g  or m e m b e r  

o f  the p a t i e n t ,  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n  in c h a r g e  of the t r e a t m e n t  

f a c i l i t y  or h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e s i g n e e  m a y  g i v e  c o n s e n t  to t h e  surgical 

o p e r a t i o n  if t i m e  w i l l  n o t  p e r m i t  o b t a i n i n g  the c o n s e n t  of t h e  proper 

r e l a t i v e s  or g u a r d i a n  o r  a p p r o p r i a t e  j u d i c i a l  a u t h o r i t y .  H o w e v e r ,  no
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o p e r a t i o n  m a y  be  autho r i ze d  if the p a t i e n t  is not a minor a n d  k n o w i n g l y  

w i t h h o l d s  c o n s e n t  on re l i g i ou s  grounds.

(9) E a c h  p e r s o n  u p o n  d i s c h a r g e  shall h a v e  a d i s c h a r g e  p l a n  

s p e c i f y i n g  th e  k inds and a m o u n t  of care a n d  t r e a t m e n t  he s h o u l d  h a v e  

a f t e r  d is c h a r g e  a n d  such o t h e r  steps as h e  m i g h t  take to b e n e f i t  his 

m e n t a l  h e a l t h  a f t er  leaving t he  facility. The p a t i e n t  s hall have the 

r i g h t  to p a r t i c i p a t e ,  as far as p r a c t i c ab l e ,  in f o r m u l a t i n g  this plan.

A c op y  of the p l a n  shall be g i v e n  to him, his guardian, the court, if 

a p p r o p r i a t e ,  a n d  any f o l l ow - u p  agencies.

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 3 0 . P R O H I B I T I O N  O F  E X P E R I M E N T A L  TR E A T M E N TS .  (a) No 

e x p e r i m e n t a l  t r eatments i n v o l v i n g  any s i g n i f i c a n t  risk of physical or 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  h a r m  may be a d m i n i s t e r e d  to any patient.

(b) If the personnel of a n  e v a l u a t i o n  or t r e a t m e n t  facility are 

u n c e r t a i n  as to whet h e r  a p r o p o s e d  t e c h n i q u e  is e x p e r i m e n t a l  or is 

e x p e r i m e n t a l  as applied to a p a r t i c u l a r  r e s p o n d e n t  or w o u l d  involve a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  r i s k  of mental or p h y s i c a l  h a r m  to the p a tient, the m a t t e r  

m a y  be r e f e r r e d  to the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  a n d  social services for a 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  The p a tient, h i s  attorney, his g uardian, if any, a n d  an 

a d u l t  d e s i g n a t e d  by the p a t i e n t ,  shall, s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  w i t h  the r e f e r r a l 

to  the c o m m i ss i o n e r ,  be p r o v i d e d  w i t h  copies of all the doc um e n t s  b y  

w h i c h  the r e f e r r a l  is m a d e  a n d  shall h a v e  the o p p o r t u n i t y  to p r o v i d e  

e v i d e n c e  to the c o m m i s s i o n e r  o n  the q u e stion.

(c) A  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t h a t  a t r e a t m e n t  t e c h n i q u e  is ex p e r i m e n t a l  and 

entails s i g n i f i c a n t  risks of m e n t a l  or p h y s i c a l  h a r m  s hall be b i n d i n g  

u p o n  all p e r s o n s  involved i n  the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of tre a t m en t  to a 

p a t i e n t  for p u r poses of t h i s  section.

Sec. 47.^0.835. C I V I L  R I G H T S  N O T  IMPAIRED. No p e r s o n  u n d e r g o i n g  

e v a l u a t i o n  or treatment u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  m a y  be d e n i e d  a civil right, 

i n c l u d i n g  b u t  not limi t ed  to, the r i g h t  to f r e e  e x e r c i s e  of r e l i g i o n  and
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the r i g h t  to d i s p o s e  of p r o p e r t y ,  sue a n d  b e  sued, e n t e r  i n t o  c o n t r a c­

tual r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  vote. C o u r t - o r d e r e d  t r e a t m e n t  or e v a l u a t i o n  

u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  is not a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  l e g al  i n c o m p e t e n c y .

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 4 0 .  R I G H T  T O  P R I V A C Y  A N D  P E R S O N A L  P O S S E S S I O N S .  A 

p e r s o n  u n d e r g o i n g  e v a l u a t i o n  or t r e a t m e n t  u n d e r  t his c h a p t e r  shall

(1) no t  b e  p h o t o g r a p h e d  w i t h o u t  h i s  c o n s e n t  a n d  t h a t  of h i s  

g u a r d i a n  if a m i n o r ,  e x c e p t  that he m a y  b e  p h o t o g r a p h e d  u p o n  a d m i s s i o n  

to a f a c i l i t y  for i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p u r p o s e s  of the 

f a c i l i t y j  all p h o t o g r a p h s  s h a l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l  a n d  m a y  no t b e  r e l e a s e d  

by  t h e  f a c i l i t y  e x c e p t  u n d er  court ord e r ;

(2) at th e  time of a d m i s s i o n  to a n  e v a l u a t i o n  or t r e a t m e n t  

f a c i l i t y ,  h a v e  r e a s o n a b l e  p r e c a u t i o n s  t a k e n  b y  th e  s t a f f  to i n v e n t o r y  

and s a f e g u a r d  his p e r s o n a l  p r operty; a c o p y  o f  the i n v e n t o r y  s i g n e d  b y  

the s t a f f  m e m b e r  m a k i n g  it s hall be g i v e n  to t h e  p a t i e n t  a n d  m a d e  a v a i l­

able to his a t t o r n e y  a n d  any o ther p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  the p a t i e n t  to 

i n s p e c t  the d o c u m e n t ;

(3) h a v e  a c c e s s  to i n d iv i d u a l  s t o r a g e  s p a c e  for h i s  p r i v a t e  

use w h i l e  u n d e r g o i n g  e v a l u a t i o n  or t r e a t m e n t ;

(4) be p e r m i t t e d  to wear h i s  o w n  c l o t h i n g ,  to k e e p  a n d  u s e  

his o w n  p e r s o n a l  p o s s e s s i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  h i s  t o i l e t  a r t i c l e s  if t h e y  a r e  

not c o n s i d e r e d  u n s a f e  for  h i m  or other p a t i e n t s  w h o  m i g h t  h a v e  a c c e s s  to 

them, a n d  to k e e p  a n d  b e  a l l o w e d  to s p e n d  a r e a s o n a b l e  sum  of h i s  o w n  

m o n e y  for  his ow n  n e e d s  and comfort;

(5) be a l l o w e d  to h a v e  v i s i t o r s  at r e a s o n a b l e  times;

(6) h a v e  r e a d y  a c c e s s  to le t t e r w r i t i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

stamps, a n d  h a v e  the r i g h t  to s end and r e c e i v e  u n o p e n e d  mail;

(7) h a v e  r e a s o n a b l e  access to a t e l e p h o n e ,  b o t h  to m a k e  a n d  

r e c e i v e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  calls.

Sec . 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 4 5 .  C O N F I D E N T I A L  RECORDS. I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  r e c o r d s
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o b t a i n e d  in t h e  c o u r s e  of e v a l u a t i o n ,  e x a m i n a t i o n  or t r e a t m e n t  are 

c o n f i d e n t i a l  a n d  a r e  no t  p u b l i c  r e c o r d s ,  e x c e p t  as the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of a 

h e a r i n g  u n d e r  t his c h a p t e r  m a y  n e c e s s i t a t e  a d i f f e r e n t  p r o c e d u r e .  

I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  r e c o r d s  m a y  be d i s c l o s e d  u n d e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  

b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o n l y  to

(1) p h y s i c i a n s  a n d  p r o v i d e r s  of h e a l t h ,  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  or 

s o c i a l  a n d  w e l f a r e  s e r v i c e s  i n v o l v e d  in c a r i n g  for, t r e a t i n g  or r e h a b i l­

i t a t i n g  the p a t i e n t j

(2) i n d i v i d u a l s  to w h o m  the p a t i e n t  ha s  g i v e n  w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  

to h a v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  d i s c l o s e d }

(3) p e r s o n s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  a c o u r t  order;

(4) p e r s o n s  d o i n g  r e s e a r c h  or m a i n t a i n i n g  h e a l t h  s t a t i s t i c s ,  

if th e  a n o n y m i t y  of the p a t i e n t  is a s s u r e d ,  a n d  the f a c i l i t y  r e c o g n i z e s  

the p r o j e c t  as a b o n a  fid e  r e s e a r c h  or s t a t i s t i c a l  u n d e r t a k i n g ;

(5) the d i v i s i o n  of c o r r e c t i o n s  in c a s e s  in w h i c h  p r i s o n e r s  

c o n f i n e d  to th e  s t a t e  p r i s o n  a r e  p a t i e n t s  in th e  s t a t e  h o s p i t a l  o n  

a u t h o r i z e d  t r a n s f e r s  e i t h e r  b y  v o l u n t a r y  a d m i s s i o n  or b y  c o u r t  order;

(6) g o v e r n m e n t a l  or law e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  w h e n  n e c e s s a r y  

to s e c u r e  the r e t u r n  of a p a t i e n t  w h o  is o n  u n a u t h o r i z e d  a b s e n c e  f r o m  a 

f a c i l i t y  w h e r e  the p a t i e n t  w a s  u n d e r g o i n g  e v a l u a t i o n  or t r e a t m e n t .

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 5 0 .  E X P U N G E M E N T  O F  R E C O R D S .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  

of a r e s p o n d e n t  f r o m  a t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  or th e  i s s u a n c e  o f  a c o u r t  

o r d e r  d e n y i n g  a p e t i t i o n  f o r  c o m m i t m e n t ,  a r e s p o n d e n t  m a y  a t  a n y  tim e 

m o v e  t o  h a v e  a l l  c o u r t  r e c o r d s  p e r t a i n i n g  to t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  e x p u n g e d  o n  

c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  he fil e  a f u l l  r e l e a s e  o f  all c l a i m s  of w h a t e v e r  n a t u r e  

a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  the p r o c e e d i n g s  a n d  the s t a t e m e n t s  a n d  a c t i o n s  o f  p e r s o n s  

a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s .

S ec .  4 7 . 3 0 . 8 5 5 .  P O S T I N G  O F  R I G H T S .  T h e  r i g h t s  s e t  o u t  i n  A S  4 7.-

3 0 . 8 2 5  - 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 5 5  s h a l l  b e  p r o m i n e n t l y  p o s t e d  in a l l  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i -
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tie s i n  pl a c e s  a c c e s s i b l e  to a l l  pat i e nt s .  A p a t i e n t  wh o  does  not 

u n d e r s t a n d  E n g l i s h  shall h a v e  h i s  rights e x p l a i n e d  to h i m  in a l a n g u a g e  

h e  u n d e r s t a n d s .

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 6 0 .  NOTI C ES  IN L A N G U A G E S  O T H E R  T H A N  ENGLISH. W h e r e  

p r a c t i c a b l e  all d o c u m en t s  and n o t i c e s  r e q u i r e d  b y  this c h a p t e r  to be 

s e r v e d  o n  a r e s p o n d e n t ,  or on h i s  parents, g u a r d i a n  or a d u l t  d e s ignee, 

s h a l l  b e  e x p l a i n e d  in a l a n g u a g e  the p e r s o n  u n d e r s t a n d s  if h e  is no t 

c o m p e t e n t  in E n g l i s h .

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 6 5 .  D I S C R I M I N A T I O N  P R O H I B I T E D .  (a) Th e  fac t  that a 

p e r s o n  is or h a s  b e e n  e v a l u a t e d  or t r e a t e d  for m e n t a l  i l l n e s s ma y  n o t  b e 

a b a s i s  for d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  in:

(1) s e e k i n g  e m p l o y m e n t ;

(2) r e s u m i n g  or c o n t i n u i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r ac t i c e  or p r e v i o u s  

o c c u p a t i o n ;

(3) o b t a i n i n g  or r e t a i n i n g  housi n g ;

(4) o b t a i n i n g  or r e t a i n i n g  l i c enses or permits, i n c l u d i n g  b u t  

n o t  l i m i t e d  to m o t o r  vehicle l i c e n s e s ,  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  o p e r a t o r ' s  and 

c h a u f f e u r ' s  l i c e n s e s,  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  or o c c u p a t i o n a l  licenses.

(b) A p p l i c a t i o n s  for p o s i t i o n s ,  l i c e n s e s  a n d  h o u s i n g  m a y  c o n t a i n  

no r e q u e s t s  for i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  e v a l u a t i o n  or t r e a t m e n t  e x p e r i­

e n c e s  .

(c) It is u n l a w f u l  for a p e r s o n  to aid, abet, incite, compel or 

c o e r c e  the d o i n g  of an act f o r b i d d e n  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  or to a t t e m p t  to 

do so.

A R T I C L E  10. M I S C E L L A N E O U S  P R O V I S I O N S .

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 7 0 .  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N .  W h e n  a p e r s o n  is to b e  e v a l u a t e d  

or  i n v o l u n t a r i l y  c o m m i t t e d  to a fa c i li t y ,  or p r e s e n t e d  for a j u d i c i a l  

h e a r i n g  u n d e r  t h i s  chapter, t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  shall arrange, a n d  is a u t h o -  

p a y  for, the p e r s o n ' s  n e c e s s a r y  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to t h e  d e s i g -
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nated f a c i l i t y  or h e a r i n g  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  m e d i c a l  or n u r s i n g  a t t en d a n t s 

and if n e c e s s a r y  a p ea c e  o f f icer. The d ep a r t m e n t  shall p a y  r e t u r n  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of a person, a p p r o p r i a t e  medi c a l  and n u r s i n g  a t t e n d a nt s ,  

and if n e c e s s a r y  a p eace o f f icer, after a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  that the p e r s o n  

is not c o m m i t t a b l e ,  at the end of a c o m m i t m e n t  period, or at the end of 

a v o l u n t a r y  s t a y  f o l l o w i n g  an e v a l u a t i o n  c o n d u c t ed  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 

4 7 . 3 0 .7 1 5  at a t r e a t m e n t  facility. W h e n  advisable, one or m o r e  r e l a­

tives or frien d s  shall be p e r m i t t e d  to a c c o m p a n y  the person. The d e­

part m e n t  may p a y  n e c e s s a r y  travel, h o u s i n g  and meal e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  by 

one r el a t i v e  or f r i e n d  in a c c o m p a n y i n g  the p e r s o n  if the d e p a r t m e n t  

d e t e rm i n e s  th a t  the p e r s o n ' s  best  int er e s t s  requ i r e  that he be a c c o m­

panied b y  the r e l a t i v e  or f r i e n d  and the r e la t i v e  or f r i e n d  is indigent.

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 7 5 .  N O N R E S I D E N T  PATIENTS. (a) T h e  a d m i s s i o n  papers 

of a p e r s o n  w h o  is a d m i t t e d  to a tre a t m e nt  f a c i l i t y  u n d e r  this chapter 

shall include a s t a te m e n t  as to his r e sidence. The d e p a r t m e n t  may 

r e t u r n  a p a t i e n t  w h o  is not a r e s ident of the state to the s t a t e  of his 

re s i d e n c e  w i t h  c o u r t  a p p r o v a l  if the p e r s o n  has b e e n  c o m mi t t e d .  If the 

state in w h i c h  h e  has r e s i d e n c e  does not accept h i m  as a pa t i e n t ,  the 

p e r s o n  shall b e  t r e a t ed  as a re s ident u n d e r  the p r o v i s i o n s  of this 

chapter.

(b) To f a c i l i t a t e  the re t u r n  of n o n r e s i d e n t  p a t i e n t s  the d e p a r t­

ment m a y  e n t e r  a re c i p r o c a l  a g r e e m e nt  or compact w i t h  a n o t h e r  state 

p r o v i d i n g  for th e pro m pt  r e t u r n  u nder a p p r o p r i a t e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of r e s i­

dents of that s t a t e  wh o  are m e n t a l l y  ill. M e n t a l l y  ill r e s i d e n t s  of 

this s tate w h o  h a v e  b e e n  p l a c e d  in a f a c i l i t y  o u t s i d e  this s t a t e  m a y  be 

a d m i t t e d  w i t h  t h e  a p p roval of the d e p a r t m e n t  to a t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  in 

the s t a t e d e s i g n a t e d  b y  the d epartment. The d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  e n t e r  into 

r e c i p r o c a l  a g r e e m e n t s  or c o n t r a c t s w i t h  anot he r  s tate p r o v i d i n g  for 

custody, c are or t r eatment, or re t u r n  of m e n t a l l y  ill r e s i d e n t s  of this
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s t a t e  b y  t h e  o t h e r  s t a t e  a n d  fo r  t h e  c u s t o d y  a nd  c a r e  or t r e a t m e n t  of 

m e n t a l l y  il l  r e s i d e n t s  of tha t  s t a t e  b y  t h i s  s t a t e  o n  a r e i m b u r s a b l e  

b a s i s .  A  r e s i d e n t  of this s t a t e  w h o  has b e e n  c o m m i t t e d  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  

a n d  is r e t u r n e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  this s e c t i o n  s h a l l ,  w i t h i n  72 h o u r s  

o f  h i s  a d m i s s i o n  to the d e s i g n a t e d  f a c i l i t y ,  be e x a m i n e d .  A f t e r  e x a m i­

n a t i o n  th e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  in c h a r g e  o f  the f a c i l i t y  s h a l l  

r e l e a s e  h i m  or s h a l l  p e t i t i o n  f o r  i n v o l u n t a r y  c o m m i t m e n t  as p r e s c r i b e d  

i n  AS 4 7 . 3 0 . 7 4 0 .

(c) I n  t a k i n g  a c t i o n  u n d e r  (a) a n d  (b) of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  c o n s i d e r­

a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  to the b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of th e  p a t i e n t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t o  the r e l a t i o n s h i p  of the p a t i e n t  to his f a m i l y ,  l eg a l  g u a r d i a n ,  or 

f r i e n d s  to m a i n t a i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  v i s i t s  b e n e f i c i a l  to the 

p a t i e n t .

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 8 0 .  I N T E R S T A T E  C O MP A C T .  T h i s  s t a t e  r a t i f i e s  a n d  

a d o p t s  b y  r e f e r e n c e  "The I n t e r s t a t e  C o m p a c t  on M e n t a l  H e a l t h "  c o n s i s t i n g  

o f  14 a r t i c l e s  a p p r o v e d  on S e p t e m b e r  30, 1955, b y  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  S t a t e  

G o v e r n m e n t s  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  M e n t a l  H e a l t h .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  is d e s i g n a t e d  

as c o m p a c t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  w i t h  f u l l  p o w e r  t o  c a r r y  out th e  p u r p o s e  of the 

c o m p a c t  a n d  to m a k e  all n e c e s s a r y  r e g u l a t i o n s  to i m p l e m e n t  the c o m p a c t .

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 8 5 .  R I G H T S  O U T S I D E  STATE. N o t h i n g  in t h i s  c h a p t e r  

a l t e r s  or i m p a i rs  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  or a v a i l a b i l i t y  to a p a t i e n t ,  w h i l e  

h o s p i t a l i z e d  in a n o t h e r  s t a t e  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t u a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  e n t e r e d  in 

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  this c h a p t e r ,  o f  the r i g h t s ,  r e m e d i e s  

o r  p r o t e c t i v e  s a f e g u a r d s  p r o v i d e d  b y  the laws of thi s  st a t e .

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 9 0 .  P R O V I S I O N  F O R  P E R S O N A L  N E E D S  U P O N  D I S C H A R G E .  T he  

d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  m a k e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w h i c h  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  to i n s u r e  t h a t

(1) n o  p a t i e n t  is d i s c h a r g e d  f r o m  a t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  w i t h­

ou t  s u i t a b l e  c l o t h i n gj  an d

(2) a n  i n d i g e n t  p a t i e n t  d i s c h a r g e d  is f u r n i s h e d  s u i t a b l e
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t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to h i s  p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  o r  o t h e r  s u i t ­

a b l e  p l a c e  at t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  a r e a s o n a b l e  a m o u n t  

o f  m o n e y  to m e e t  h i s  i m m e d i a t e  n e e d s .

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 8 9 5 .  D I S P O S I T I O N  O F  P E R S O N A L  E F F E C T S  A N D  U N C L A I M E D  

F U N D S .  (a) A l l  a s s e t s  in th e c u s t o d y  of a t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  w h i c h  

b e l o n g  to a p a t i e n t  w h o  die s  b e f o r e  his d i s c h a r g e ,  or to a p a t i e n t  w h o  

l e a v e s  t h e  h o s p i t a l  w i t h o u t  a u t h o r i t y ,  if u n c l a i m e d  b y  t h e  p a t i e n t  or 

h i s  l e g a l  h e i r s  o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w i t h i n  f o u r  y e a r s  a f t e r  the d e a t h  or 

d e p a r t u r e  of t h e  p a t i e n t ,  s h a l l  b e  d i s p o s e d  o f  in the m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  

b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  the p r o c e e d s  s h al l  b e  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  

t r e a s u r y .

(b) If a m e n t a l l y  ill i n d i v i d u a l  has d i e d  i n  a f o r e i g n  f a c i l i t y  

a n d  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  d e s i r e s  to r e c o v e r  the p a t i e n t ' s  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  

u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  or 

h i s  d e s i g n a t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  m a y  s e c u r e  t he  p r o p e r t y  a n d  for t h a t  p u r­

p o s e  o n l y  is d e s i g n a t e d  the d e c e d e n t ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  A l l  p r o p e r t y  so 

r e c o v e r e d  s h a l l  b e  d i s p o s e d  of as p r o v i d e d  b y  law.

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 9 0 0 .  D I S P O S I T I O N  O F  FUNDS S U B J E C T  TO C L A I M .  T h e  d e­

p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  m a k e  d i l i g e n t  i n q u i r y  in e v e r y  i n s t a n c e  a f t e r  d e p a r t u r e  

w i t h o u t  a u t h o r i t y  o r  d e a t h  of a p a t i e n t ,  to a s c e r t a i n  h i s  w h e r e a b o u t s  or 

t h a t  o f  h i s  l e g a l  h e i r s  or r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  a n d  s h a l l  t u r n  o v e r  t o  t h e 

p r o p e r  p e r s o n  t h e  m o n e y  or a r t i c l e s  of p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  i n  the c u s t o d y  

of t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t y  to t h e  cr e d i t  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t .  C l a i m s  t o  the 

m o n e y  or a r t i c l e s  o f  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  c l a i m s  b y  t his state, 

m a y  b e  p r e s e n t e d  to th e d e p a r t m e n t  at an y  t i m e .  If a c l a i m  o t h e r  t h a n  

b y  t h i s  state is e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  c l e a r  an d  c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  m o r e  t h a n  

four years after t h e  d e a t h  or d e p a r t u r e  w i t h o u t  a u t h o r i t y  of a p a t i e n t ,  

it  shall b e  c e r t i f i e d  to th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  

legislature may p a y  the claim.
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Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 9 0 5 .  FEES AN D  E X P E N S E S  FOR J U D I C I A L  P R O C E E D I N G S .  (a) 

T h e  w i t n e s s e s  a n d  t h e  j ury in c o m m i t m e n t  p r o c e e d i n g s  are e n t i t l e d  to the 

f ees, c o m p e n s a t i o n  a n d  m i l e a g e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  law. C o m p e n s a t i o n ,  m i l e ­

age, fees a n d  o t h e r  e x p e n s e s  a r i s i n g  f r o m  c o m m i t m e n t  p r o c e e d i n g s  s hall 

b e  a u d i t e d  a n d  a l l o w e d  by the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  of the d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  

the p r o c e e d i n g s  a r e  h e l d  and w h e n  a u d i t e d  a n d  a l l o w e d  shall be p a i d  b y  

t h e  c l e r k  of the c o u r t  in the s a m e  m a n n e r  a n d  f ro m  the fun d  as he pays  

the o t h e r  i n c i d e n t a l  expenses o f  the court. T o  the e x t e n t  th a t  s e r v i c e s  

of a p e a c e  o f f i c e r  a r e  used to c a r r y  out t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of thi s  chapter, 

h e  is e n t i t l e d  to f ees and a c t u a l  e x p e n se s  f r o m  the same s o u r c e  a n d  in 

the same m a n n e r  as fo r  his o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  duti e s .

(b) An  a t t o r n e y  a p p o i n t e d  for a p e r s o n  u n d er  this c h a p t e r  s hall be 

c o m p e n s a t e d  for h i s  services as follows:

(1) t h e  p e r s o n  for w h o m  a n  a t t o r n e y  is a p p o i n t e d  shall, if he 

is f i n a n c i a l l y  a b l e  u n d e r  s t a n d a r d s  as to f i n a n c i a l  c a p a b i l i t y  and 

i n d i g e n c y  set b y  the  court, b e a r  the costs o f  the legal s e r vi c e s ;

(2) if th e  person is i n d i g e n t  u n d e r  t hose s t a n d a r d s ,  the 

c o s t s  of the s e r v i c e s  shall be b o r n e  b y  the state.

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 9 1 0 .  L I A B I L I T Y  FO R  E X P E N S E  O F  P L A C E M E N T  IN A T R E A T M E N T  

F A C I L I T Y ,  (a) A  p a t i e n t , or h i s  legal r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a c t i n g  in a 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c a p a c i t y ,  or h i s  spouse, or h i s  p a r e n t s  if t h e  p e r s o n  is 

u n d e r  the ag e  of 18, shall pa y  or c o n t r i b u t e  to the p a y m e n t  of the 

c h a r g e s  for the c a r e  or t r e a t m e n t  of the p a t i e n t  w h e n  h o s p i t a l i z e d  u n d e r  

A S  4 7 . 3 0 . 6 5 5  - 4 7 . 3 0 . 9 1 5 .  T h e  c h a r g e s  m a y  n o t  e x c e e d  the a c t u a l  c os t  of 

the car e  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  as d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the d e p a r t m e nt .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

m a y  o r d e r  p a y m e n t  of charges b y  the p a t i e n t  or by the p e r s o n  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  p a y m e n t  of t h e  c h a r g e s for th e  p a t i e n t ' s  care a n d  t r e a t m e n t  u n d e r  

t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  to a b i l i t y  to p r o v i d e  for p a y m e n t .  The 

d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  m a k e  n e c e s s a r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  to d e t e r m i n e  t h e  a b i l i t y  to
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p r o v i d e  for p a y m e n t  a n d m a y  r e q u i r e  s w o r n  s t a t e m e n t s  of i n c o m e  b y  the 

p a t i e n t ,  or hi s  legal r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a c t i n g  in a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c a­

pacity, or h i s  s p o u s e  or pare n t .  In the e x e r c i s e  o f  h i s  d i s c r e t i o n ,  the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  i m p o s e  full l i a b i l i t y  for the p a t i e n t ' s  a c t u a l  cost of  

c are and t r e a t m e n t  on the p a t i e n t ,  hiB legal r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  his sp o u se 

or pa r en t  for r e f u s a l  to s u p p l y  a s w o r n s t a t e m e n t  o f  income. An o r d er  

for p a y m e n t  of c h a r ge s  shall be iss u e d  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h i n  six 

m o n t h s  a f te r  the d ate o n  w h i c h  the cha r g e  was i n c u r r e d .  Th e  o rder sh a l l  

r e m a i n  in full f o rc e  a n d  e f f e c t  unless m o d i f i e d  b y  s u b s e q u e n t  court or 

d e p a r t m e n t  order. L i a b i l i t y  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  s ha l l  be d e t e r m i n e d  

as follows:

(1) a p a t i e n t  h o s p i t a l i z e d  o n  a v o l u n t a r y  b a s i s  u n d e r  AS 47.-

30 . 65 5  - 4 7 .3 0 . 9 1 5 ,  or the p e r s o n  r e s p o n s i b l e  for p a y m e n t  of char g e s for 

the p at ient, m a y  be r e q u i r e d  to p a y  a c c o r d i n g  to h i s  a b i l i t y  to p r o v i d e  

for p ay ment, as d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the d e p a r t m en t ,  a n d  i n  the m a n n e r  and 

p r o p o r t i o n  w h i c h  the d e p a r t m e n t  finds is not d e t r i m e n t a l  to the 

p a t i e n t ' s  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ;  h o w e v e r ,  a f t e r the p a t i e n t  ha s  b e e n  h o s p i t a l­

ized u nde r  this c h a p t e r  for a n  a g g r e g a t e  p e r i o d  of  12 m o n t h s ,  the 

pa t i e n t  or p e r s o n  r e s p o n s i b l e  for p a y m e n t  m a y  n o t  b e  r e q u i r e d  to p a y  

m o r e  than $5 0  a m o n t h  t o w a r d  the charges for the c a r e  a n d t r e a t m e n t  of 

the patient;

(2) a p a t i e n t  h o s p i t a l i z e d  on a n  i n v o l u n t a r y  b a s i s  u n d e r  AS

4 7 . 3 0 . 6 5 5  - 4 7 .3 0 . 9 1 5 ,  or the p e r s o n  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  p a y m e n t  of c h a r g e s  

for the p a t i e n t  u n d e r  this s u b s e c ti o n ,  m a y  not be r e q u i r e d  to p a y m o r e  

than $50 a m o n t h  t o w a r d  the c h a r g e s  for the car e  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  of the 

p a t i e n t .

(b) As u s e d  in (a) of this section, the t e r m  " a c t u a l  cost of t h e 

c ar e  a n d  t r e a t m e n t "  m e a n s  e i t h e r  the r a t e  p r o v i d e d  fo r b y  a c o n t r a c t  

e n t e r e d  in t o  u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 3 0 . 6 5 5  - 4 7 . 3 0 . 91 5 ,  or, in the a b s e n c e  of a
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c o n t r ac t ,  a d a i l y  r a t e  f i x e d  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t ,  a n d  i n c l u d e s  e x p e n s e s  of 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n c i d e n t a l  to e x a m i n a t i o n  or h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n .

(c) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  charge, o r  a c c e p t  f r o m  a p e r s o n  m o n e y  or 

p r o p e r t y ,  for the c a r e  or t r e a t m e n t  o f  a n  i n - p a t i e n t  o r  o u t - p a t i e n t  or 

for o t h e r  p u r p o s e s ,  e v e n  if the p a y m e n t  is not r e q u i r e d  b y  an o r d e r  of 

the d e p a r t m e n t ,  so l o n g  as th e t o t al  p a y m e n t s  r e c e i v e d  do no t e x c e e d  th e 

a c t u a l  c o s t  of c a r e  or t r e a t m e n t .

(d) Al l  m o n e y  p a i d  b y  the p a t i e n t  or on h i s  b e h a l f ,  u n d e r  this 

s e c tion, shall be d e p o s i t e d  in the s t a t e  t r e a s u r y .

(e) If an o r d e r  o f  p l a c e m e n t  is e n t e r e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  

this s e c t i o n ,  a n d  d e l i n q u e n c y  in the p a y m e n t  of a n y  a m o u n t  due the s t a t e  

u n d e r  the o r d e r  c o n t i n u e s  for a p e r i o d  o f  m o r e  t h a n  3 0  d a y s  a f t e r  the 

n o t i f i c a t i o n  to the p a t i e n t  or the l e g a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  s p o u s e ,  or 

p a r e n t  of the p a t i e n t  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t ,  the s t a t e  m a y  p r o c e e d  to 

c o l l e c t  th e  a m o u n t s  d u e  b y  a p p r o p r i a t e  p r o c e e d i n g s .  A c t i o n s  to e n f o r c e  

the c o l l e c t i o n  of p a y m e n t s  m a y  o n l y  b e  b r o u g h t  w i t h i n  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  

the d a t e  of n o t i f i c a t i o n  of a d e l i n q u e n t  p a y m e n t .

(f) T h e  o r d e r s  o f  the d e p a r t m e n t  i s s u e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  

r e l a t e  o n l y  to c h a r g e s  i n c u r r e d  a f t e r  O c t o b e r  1, 1979.

Sec. 4 7 . 3 0 . 9 1 5 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In this c h a p t e r

(1) " c o u r t "  m e a n s  a s u p e r i o r  c ourt of t h e state;

(2) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  an d  S o c i a l

S e r v i c e s ;

(3) " e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y "  m e a n s  a h e a l t h  c a r e  f a c i l i t y  t h a t  

h a s  b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d  or is o p e r a t e d  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  to p e r f o r m  the 

e v a l u a t i o n s  d e s c r i b e d  in t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  n o  c o r r e c t i o n a l  i n s t i­

t u t i o n  or  f a c i l i t y  o r  j a i l  m a y  be u s e d  as an e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  for 

p u r p o s e s  o f  this c h a p t e r ;

(4) " e v a l u a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l "  m e a n s  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s
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d e s i g n a t e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  to c o n d u c t  e v a l u a t i o n s  as p r e s c r i b e d  in 

thi s c h a p t e r  w h o  c o n d u c t  e v a l u a t i o n s  i n  p l a c e s  in w h i c h  n o  s t a f f e d  

e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  exis t s;

(5) " g r a v e l y  d i s a b l e d "  m e a n s  a c o n d i t i o n  i n  w h i c h  a person, 

as a r e s u l t  o f  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s ,  is in d a n g e r  of p h y s i c a l  h a r m  a r i s i n g  

f r o m  s u c h  c o m p l e t e  n e g l e c t  of b a s i c  n e e d s  for f ood, c l o t h i n g ,  s h e lter, 

or p e r s o n a l  s a f e t y  as to r e n d e r  s e r i o u s  a c c i d e n t ,  i l l n e s s  or d e a t h  

h i g h l y  p r o b a b l e  i f  c a r e  b y  a n o t h e r  is n o t  taken;

(6) " i n p a t i e n t  t r e a t m e n t "  m e a n s  ca r e  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  r e n d e r e d  

i n s i d e  o r  o n  t h e  p r e m i s e s  of a t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y ,  or a p a r t  or u n i t  of 

a t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  for a c o n t i n u a l  p e r i o d  of 2 4  h o u r s  or longer;

(7) " l e a s t  r e s t r i c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e "  m e a n s  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  

t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t r e a t m e n t  w h i c h  a r e

(A) n o  m o r e  h a r s h ,  h a z a r d o u s  or i n t r u s i v e  t h a n  n e c e s s a r y  

t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o b j e c t i v e s  of the p a t i e n t ;  a n d

(B) i n v o l v e  n o  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  p h y s i c a l  m o v e m e n t  nor 

s u p e r v i s e d  r e s i d e n c e  or i n p a t i e n t  c a r e  e x c e p t  as r e a s o n a b l y  n e c e s­

s a r y  for t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t r e a t m e n t  or th e  p r o t e c t i o n  of the 

p a t i e n t  or o t h e r s  f r o m  p h y s i c a l  i n j u r y ;

(8) " l i k e l y  to c a u s e  s e r i o u s  h a r m "  m e a n s

(A) a s u b s t a n t i a l  r i s k  o f  i m m i n e n t  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l  

b o d i l y  h a r m  to the p e r s o n  h i m s e l f ,  as m a n i f e s t e d  b y  r e c e n t  a t t e m p t s  

a t  s u i c i d e  o r  b o d i l y  h a r m ;  or

(B) s u b s t a n t i a l  r i s k  o f  i m m i n e n t  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l  b o d i l y  

h a r m  to o n e  o r  m o r e  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  as m a n i f e s t e d  b y  b e h a v i o r  c a u s­

ing, or a t t e m p t i n g  harm, i n c l u d i n g ,  in r e g a r d  to e v a l u a t i o n s ,  at

l e a s t  o n e  i n c i d e n t  w i t h i n  30 d a y s  b e f o r e  the f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  

f o r  e m e r g e n c y  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n ;

(9) " m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l "  m e a n s  a  p s y c h i a t r i s t  or
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p h y s i c i a n  w h o  is l i c e n s e d  to p r a c t i c e  in this state; a c l i n i c a l  psyc h ol  

o g i s t  c e r t i f i e d  b y  the state B o a r d  of P s y c h o l o g i s t  a n d P s y c h o l o g i c a l  

A s s o c i a t e  E x a m i n e r s ;  a r e g i s t e r e d  nurse w i t h  p s y c h i a t r i c  training, 

l i c e n s e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  Board of N u r sing; a n d  a social w o r k e r  w i t h  a 

m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  in the f i e l d  of mental i l l ness;

(10) " m e n t a l  i l l n e s s "  me a n s  an o r g a n i c ,  m e n t a l  or e m o t i o n a l  

i m p a i r m e n t  w h i c h  h a s  s u b s t a n t i a l  adve r s e  e f f e c t s  on a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  

a b i l i t y  to e x e r c i s e  c o n s c i o u s  c o n t r o l  of h i s  actions or a b i l i t y  to 

p e r c e i v e  r e a l i t y  or to r ea s o n  or un d e rs t a n d ;  mental r e t a r d a t i o n ,  e p i­

lepsy, d r u g  a d d i c t i o n  and a l c o h o l i s m  do no t  per se c o n s t i t u t e  m e n t a l

i l l n e s s ,  a l t h o u g h  p e r s o n s  s u f f e r i n g  fro m  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  m a y  a l s o  be

s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  m e n t a l  illness;

(11) " p e a c e  o f f i c e r "  i n c l u d es  a s t a t e  po l i c e  o f f i c e r ,  m u n i­

cip a l  or o t h e r  l ocal pol i c e  o ff i c e r ,  state, m unicipal, or o t h e r  local 

h e a l t h  o f f i c e r ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  nurse, U n i t e d  States m a r s h a l  or d e p u t y  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  m a r s h a l ,  or a p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  by the court.

(12) " p r o v i d e r  of o u t p a t i e n t  c a r e "  means a m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o ­

fe s s i o n a l  or h o s p i t a l ,  clinic, inst i t u t io n ,  center or o t h e r  h e a l t h  care 

f a c i l i t y  w h o  h a s  b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  to a c c e p t  for t r e a t­

m e n t  b y  the c o u r t  or who are r e l e a s e d  e a r l y  from i n p a t i e n t  c o m m i t m e n t s  

o n  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  t hey u n d e r g o  o u t p a t i e n t  treatment;

(13) " s t a t e "  m eans a state of th e  Un i t e d  Stat e s , the D i s t r i ct  

o f  C o l u m b i a ,  t he  t e r r i t o r i e s  a n d  p o s s e s s i o n s  of the U n i t e d  States, and 

the C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  P ue r t o  R i c o ,  and, w i t h  the a p p r o v a l  of the U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s ,  Canada;

(14) " t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y "  m e a n s  a h o spital, clin i c ,  i n s t i t u­

tion, c e n t e r  o r  o t h e r  h e a l t h  c a r e  f a c i l i t y  w h i c h  has b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d  by 

t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  fo r  the t r e a t m e n t  or r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of m e n t a l l y  ill 

p e r s o n s  a n d  f o r  the rece i p t  o f  these p e r s o n s  b y  c o u r t - o r d e r e d  c o m m i t -
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ment, b u t  d oe s  n o t  include c o r r e c t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;

(15) " p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n  in c h a r g e  of the t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l it y  

m e a n s  the s e n i o r  mental h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  at the fac i l i t y ;  in the 

a b s e n c e  of a m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  it m e a n s  t he  c h i e f of staff or 

o t h e r  s e n i o r  p h y s i c ia n .

* Sec. 2. AS 4 7 . 3 0 . 0 1 0  - 4 7 . 3 0 . 3 4 0  are r e p e a l e d .

* Sec. 3. T h i s  Act takes e f fe c t  O c t o b e r  1, 1979.


