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In t r o d u c e d :  1 / 1 7 / 7 8  
R e f e r r e d :  H e a l t h  E d u c a t i o n  
a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

IN T H E  S E N A T E  BY  C R O F T

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 33 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to th e H e a d  S t a r t  pr og r a m .

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  t h e  H e a d  S t a r t  p r o g r a m  p r o v i d e s  c r i t i c a l l y  n e e d e d  s e r v ice s,  s u c h  

as m e d i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  a n d  a p r e - s c h o o l  e n r i c h m e n t  

p r o g r a m  t o  c h i l d r e n  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a ; a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  W e l f a r e  ha s th e p o w e r  to 

i n c l u d e  c h i l d r e n  w h o  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  p r o g r a m  b u t  w h o s e  f a m i l i e s  do n o t  

m e e t  th e l o w - i n c o m e  c r i t e r i a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  10 p e r  c e n t  l i m i t a t i o n  o n  the 

n u m b e r  o f  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  w h o  m a y  e n r o l l  i n  a n y  H e a d  S t a r t  c l a s s r o o m ;  a n d

WHEREAS Alaska is the biggest state in the nation, with the highest cost 

of living (except for Hawaii) and the lowest population density, which 

creates a poverty of access unique to the state; and

W H E R E A S  i n  u r b a n  a r e a s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ,  m i d d l e  a n d  u p p e r  i n c o m e  f a m i l i e s  

can  p u r c h a s e  t h e  s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  a r e  o f f e r e d  b y  H e a d  S t a r t  to l o w e r  i n c o m e  

f a m i l i e s  b u t  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  A l a s k a  t h e s e  a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e s  a re  n o t  

a v a i l a b l e  a t  all; a n d

WHEREAS the effect of the Secretary's decision is to deny children in 

rural areas of Alaska the early training essential to prepare them to become 

familiar with their own cultures as well as other cultures; and

W H E R E A S  S e n a t e  B i l l  19 1 9  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  m o r e  f l e x i b i l i t y  fo r p a r t i c i­

p a t i o n  in H e a d  S t a r t  a n d  thu s w o u l d  d e a l  m o r e  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  w i t h  t h e  n e e d s  o f ; 

t h e  p r e - s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  o f  the r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  Al a s k a ;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that it w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  

s u p p o r t s  S e n a t e  B i l l  1 9 1 9  a n d  u r g e s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  to e n a c t  th e
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b i l l  at the e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  time.

C O P I E S  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s ha ll  b e  sent to the H o n o r a b l e  J o s e p h  C a l i f a n o .  

S e c r e t a r y  of  H e al th , E d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  W e l f a r e ;  a n d  to th e H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  

a n d  th e H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  G r a v e l , U. S. S e n a t o r s , a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y o u n g ,

U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , m e m b e r s  o f  th e A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in C o n g r e s s . I
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