
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26
27
28

29

I n t r o d u c e d :  4 / 2 7 / 7 8
R e f e r r e d :  C o m m u n i t y  &

R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s

IN T H E  S E N A T E  BY T H E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E
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IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A  

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to t h e  p r o g r a m  o f  r u r a l  d e v e l o p­

m e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  in  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m­

m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s .

3E IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  AL A S K A :

W H E R E A S  t h e  r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  

the l e g i s l a t u r e  to a s s i s t  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  in t h e  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  

a c o n o m i c  ba se s ,  to i m p r o v e  t h e  h e a l t h ,  w e l f a r e  a n d  e c o n o m i c  s e c u r i t y  of 

re s i d e n t s  o f  r u r a l  areas, a n d  to a s s i s t  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  c r e a t i n g  p e r m a n e n t  

am pl oy me nt;  a n d

W H E R E A S  th e g r a n t  c o m p o n e n t  o f  th e r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m  

r e p r e s e n t s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  for r e s i d e n t s  o f  r u r a l  A l a s k a  to 

se c u r e  n e c e s s a r y  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  b y  m a t c h i n g  s t a t e  fu nd s a g a i n s t  s o u rc es  

of f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  for c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t , e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  e n e r g y  

and p o w e r  d e v e l o p m e n t , e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  m a n p o w e r  t r a i n i n g ,  a n d  o t h e r  p u r p o s e s ; 

and

W H E R E A S , s i n c e  J u l y  1976, the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  

A f f a i r s , as a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  the r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m ,  h a s , 

w i t h o u t  b e n e f i t  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  s u b j e c t  to l e g i s l a t i v e  

review, a d o p t e d  n e w  p o l i c i e s  b e a r i n g  u p o n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  for a n d  a d m i n i s t r a -  : 

tio n  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  g r a n t s  w h i c h  h a v e  the I 

e f f e c t  of  r e m o v i n g  a n  e l e m e n t  o f  f l e x i b i l i t y  in t h e  u s e  o f  g r a n t  p r o c e e d s ; a n d  

W H E R E A S  the  p o l i c i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  -- i m p o s i t i o n  of  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  t hat t h e r e  b e  a c o m m u n i t y  m a t c h  of n o t  less t h a n  20 p e r  cent  of 

h e  a m o u n t  o f  the  g r a n t , tha t  the c o m m u n i t y  d e m o n s t r a t e  th a t  it has  c l e a r  

title to l a n d  w h i c h  is to b e  the  proj ec t site, a n d  t h a t , if the p r o j e c t
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.nvoIves f a c i l i t y  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  p l a n s  for the  p r o j e c t  h a v e  t he  r e v i e w  and 

ipproval o f  an e n g i n e e r  o r  a r c h i t e c t ,  as a p p l i c a b l e  -- r e d u c e  the c a p a c i t y  

>£ s m a l l e r  r ura l c o m m u n i t i e s  to m a k e  m a x i m u m  u s e  o f  a v a i l a b l e  s t a t e  funds 

•rovided t h r o u g h  the r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  g r a n t  p r o g r a m  f o r  the p u r -  

>oses inte nd ed;  a n d

W H E R E A S  the m o s t  r e c e n t  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  p r e p a r e d  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  for the 

rural d e v e l o p m e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  g r a n t  p r o g r a m  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  the r e s u l t a n t  

:ffeet o f  the n e w  p o l i c i e s  of th e d e p a r t m e n t  in that the  s t a t e  g r a n t  e x p e n d i -  

:ure for  that  f i s c a l  y e a r  f al ls s u b s t a n t i a l l y  s h o r t  o f  the a m o u n t  a p p r o p r i­

ated for  gr an ts d u r i n g  tha t  f i s c a l  y e a r , the n u m b e r  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s  s e r v e d  is 

lubsta nt ia ll y less t h a n  th e n u m b e r  p r e v i o u s l y  s u p p o r t e d ,  a n d  the  b u l k  of 

financial a s s i s t a n c e  p r o v i d e d  w a s  n o t  d i r e c t e d  to s u p p o r t  proj ects in un- 

•rganized a r ea s w h e r e  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e a n s  o f  i n i t i a t i n g  a n d  c o m p l e t i n g  proj ects  

ire o t h e r w i s e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e ;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  b y  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  th a t  it r e s p e c t f u l l y  

■equests the G o v e r n o r  to d i r e c t  the C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  the  D e p a r t m e n t  of 

lommunity a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  to r e v i e w  c u r r e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  p o l i c i e s  

•earing u p o n  the  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of  th e r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  g r ant  

•rogram to

(1) r e m o v e  t h o s e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w h i c h  r e d u c e  the 

ibility o f  r e s i d e n t s  of  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  to s e c u r e  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  

:he c o m p l e t i o n  of  n e c e s s a r y  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,

(2) r e e s t a b l i s h  f l e x i b i l i t y  in the d i s b u r s e m e n t  o f  r u r a l  d e v e l o p -  

lent a s s i s t a n c e  g r a n t  funds,

(3) a c h i e v e  full u s e  o f  funds a p p r o p r i a t e d  d u r i n g  the y e a r  in 

fhich th e f unds a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e d ,

(4) i n s t i t u t e  a p o l i c y  o f  m a k i n g  r e g i o n a l  a l l o c a t i o n s  to a s s u r e  

:hat f und s ar e d i s t r i b u t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  r u r a l  A l a s k a ,  a n d

(5) a d o p t  d e p a r t m e n t  p o l i c i e s  b e a r i n g  u p o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  

SCR 106 -2-



I

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26
27
28

29

p r o g r a m  o f  r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  as a d m i n i s  t r a t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n s  s u b j e c t  

to r e v i e w  b y  th e p e r s o n s  s e r v e d  b y  th e p r o g r a m  a n d  th e m e m b e r s  o f  th e A l a s k a  

S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .
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